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Our First Wattle Day  

G lenlyon's first Wattle Day was celebrated in the challenging circumstances of COVID-19 lockdown. Despite the 
difficulties, some people decorated their letterbox or front fence. Many thanks to those who participated. 

 

Thank you also to a dedicated group who put in extra effort to make the township look festive. Dianne Osborne and 
Darinka Prebeg made wreaths and stuffed thin cardboard boxes with wattle to hang on the town signs, Sarah Clark made 

hundreds of pom pom wattle flowers and beautifully decorated her gates at Armley Park. Judy 
Perfect made and decorated the watercolour Wattle Day sign easel with a watercolour sign and 
decorated it with sprigs off wattle.  
 

The Poetry Competition proved to be very successful with 
the entries being laminated and hung along the avenue of 
trees in Barkly street. A big thank you to Margret Lockwood 
who initiated the idea and ran the competition and display 
with administration assistance from Joy Durston. Thank 
you also to Donna Spiller for judging the entrants and all 
who contributed. There are some very talented writers, 
from Tom Perfect’s Shakespearean theme to Murrell 

Osborne’s down-to-earth plea on behalf of Glenlyon’s mature male. 
 

First Prize in the Poetry Competition was won by Dianne Osborne for her entry 
Glenlyon Casts a Spell on Me. We published this poem in July’s Glenlyon District 
News (No. 221) but have included it again here in case anyone missed it. There 
are also plans for Wendy Phypers and Dave Patterson, of Cartwheels fame, to set 
it to music for the ukulele group. No doubt it will live on as a classic to be played at 
every opportunity. Congratulations Dianne! 
 

The poems are being collated into a book which will be available in PDF format on 

request to gpa@glenlyon.vic.au 

WINNER 
GLENLYON CASTS A SPELL ON ME 
By Dianne Osborne 
 

Kookaburra, cockatoo  
Wallaby and kangaroo 
Eucalypt and wattle tree 
Bottlebrush and humming bee 
Glenlyon casts its spell on me 
 

Dreaming hills in summer light 
Drifting moon on starry night 
Faintest whir eludes the sight 
Shadow of an owl in flight 
 

Fiery dawn and magpies squalling 
Ice glints on glassy air of morning 
By afternoon the sunlight mellows 
On falling leaves of gold and yellow 
 

Seasons changing as time passes 
Coursing winds through wild grasses 
Scudding clouds in winter gloom 
A storm impends; a sense of doom -  
Thunderclap and lightning flash 
Roiling skies and jagged gash 
Primal force strikes primal fear 
Crackling in the atmosphere 
 

But come the Spring and daffodils 
By wayside, field and distant hill 
Poppies dancing on the breeze 
Blossom flutters from the trees 
Subtle scents beguile the nose 
Lavender and thyme and rose 
In hawthorn bushes foaming white 
Birds busy with their nesting rites 
 

Thus the circle is complete 
To turn again and so repeat....... 
 

Kookaburra, cockatoo 
Wallaby and kangaroo 
Eucalypt and wattle tree 
Bottlebrush and humming bee 
Glenlyon casts its spell on me 
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‘The Glenlyon Bus’  Timetable 

T he Glenlyon ‘bus’ will not be running until the 
COVID-19 pandemic has subsided.  
 

Unfortunately, a car ride involves close physical 
contact. As well, most of our drivers are in the ‘at risk’ 
age group and are asked to ‘stay at home’. 
 

However, for those residents who cannot drive, the 
Glenlyon drivers are able to assist with emergency 
shopping and for those who are feeling socially isolated, 
they are more than willing to have a chat on the phone. 
 

For more information, contact Jill Teschendorff on 
jt.bee@bigpond.com or 5348 7947  

Daylesford Field and Game  

Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue  
        0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

G lenlyon Progress Association regrets that 
hire of Glenlyon Hall has been 
suspended until further notice due 

to COVID-19. Hopefully we will be able to 
resume use soon.  
 

For information on all events email: 
events@glenlyon.vic.au  Joy Durston 5348 7542 
GPA members will regularly be informed of events 
via email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you 
another edition of The Glenlyon District News, 
a community information publication under the 
auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Associa-
tion.  
 

The views expressed in The Glenlyon District 
News do not necessarily reflect the opinion of 
the Editor or of the Glenlyon Progress 
Association.   
 

Contributions from residents are welcome. 
Letters to the Editor are encouraged.  
 

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas 
from you.  
 

Contact the editor by  
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com or 
telephone 5348 7792. 

Shoots held at Glenlyon 
Reserve  

 
After consulting with the EPA, Council has asked for 
shooting to be temporarily suspended until further 
investigation of the contamination can be carried out and 
better informed decisions as to how to proceed further can 
be made.  

Due to 
COVID-19  

all films 
have been  
cancelled 

until further 
notice 

Hall Hire 

F or anyone who has served in the 
defence forces the effects can be 
ongoing. Daylesford RSL is available 

to discuss any concerns experienced by ex-
personnel of any branch of army, navy or air 
force. Talk with other people who under-

stand the special problems that can exist as a consequence 
of military service. We have access to professional 
counsellors if needed.  
 

Membership is open to former and serving defence force 
members or Associate Members who are related to current 
or former personnel. First responders welcome: police, CFA, 
SES, etc. Social members from the community are 
encouraged to join.  
 

For enquires about arrangements during the current 
coronavirus pandemic contact Michael Frost  
0422 141 104 

Daylesford RSL 
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Briefly 
 

 

Ramblings from the  

Bramble Patch Buyer Beware 

F ace masks are now a compulsory article of attire in the fight against COVID
-19. A mask purchased in Daylesford last month could be considered 

dangerous. When removed from the package, these masks, made in China, 
are revealed to be is a single layer of thin lycra-type material instead of the 
advised three layers necessary for protection. Labelled as a "fashion mask" to 
get around any health requirements, not only are they overpriced at around $9, 
they are very poorly made with an exposed seam in the middle and no 
hemming. Such a mask would give the wearer the false idea of complying with 
regulations, while at the same time exposing them to coronavirus infection. It is 
disappointing that some think exploiting the situation is acceptable. We all 
need to stick to the rules in order to get back to normal as soon as possible. 
Exposing your fellow citizens to risk is not OK. 
 

GPA Still Waiting to Meet 

C onsumer Affairs Victoria advises that under the restrictions currently in 
place across Victoria, attending an incorporated association meeting is 

not a permitted activity, nor are individuals allowed to gather indoors in public 
with more than five persons. 
Consequently, the Glenlyon Progress Association committee of management 
is continuing to maintain a caretaking role.  The committee will apply for an 
extension of time to hold the annual general meeting, but GPA members are 
assured that an AGM will be held as soon as it is possible to hold a meeting 
where all members are able to participate in person.   
Recently GPA applied for, and received, a grant from Hepburn Shire to update 
and extend the glenlyon.vic.au website. This funding was made possible 
through the Community Planning Implementation Fund, and we thank Hepburn 
Shire staff for their support. 
 

Council Back to Business 

C ouncil  will reopen its customer 
services from Monday 21 

September. Services available will 
be Council payments, paperwork 
lodgement and disabled parking 
permits.  
Maybe this is also an opportunity to 
express your opinion of the proposed 
community art sculpture to go for  
Glenlyon.  It is being proposed to 
commission the 2.5 metre work by 
Su Yang Chi of Melbourne at a cost 
of $30,000. 
The sculpture, titled The Drop, will 
be made of high reflection stainless 
steel to represent a drop of water 
and will be installed at Glenlyon 
Dam.  
 

Bund S Ratt 

Monthly tip: September – Is a month for 
transformations, expect better things to come. 
Seek life, not comfort. 

Us rats have a bad reputation for spreading 
disease, but even we know to wear a mask.  
 

Besides, the plague wasn’t our fault - it was the 
fleas. 

H arold suggested his contribution to 
the poetry competition should 

have been, “Spring is here, the grass is 
ris, I wonder how the mower is?” 
 

Each year we go through the same 
procedure when the grass gets higher 
than its usual acceptable height.  
1. Examine the grass each day for a 
week while working up the enthusiasm 
to do something about it.  
2. Study the weather reports for the 
next month and discuss the possibility 
of rain delaying any further action.  
3. Finally get out the mower and try to 
start it. This step is usually accompa-
nied by much verbal encouragement  
for which I prefer to make myself 
absent. 
4. Give up and put the lawnmower back 
in the shed.  
5. Repeat step 3.  
6. Tinker with mower which usually 
results in either taking it for a service or 
the miracle of it actually working. 
 

The act of mowing in itself is not 
without its dramas. Firstly the area has 
to be cleared of all the accumulation of 
sundry articles which have amassed 
since the last time the mower was 
exercised. The collection of garden 
tools, chairs, boxes, wheelbarrow and 
other items of the oh-is-that-where-it-
got-to nature is all removed and 
commented upon.  
 

Fuel needs to be replenished part way 
through the first session, which is 
usually an excuse to stop for a cuppa. 
“The lawnmower needs a rest”, I am 
assured. Experience has taught me 
that it is advisable to have cake on 
hand in anticipation.  
 

Assuming the task is completed the 
same day, the executer expects the 
same accolades to be forthcoming as is 
associated with completing a marathon 
or scaling Mt Everest.  
 

Over the years I have accepted the 
performance as a rite of passage as we 
transit into spring.  The sheer 
exuberance of nature waking from 
winter sleep and abounding with life 
and energy is worth it. 
 

This year spring is more welcome than 
usual, bringing as it does the hope of 
renewal for our coronavirus-weary 
state. I am sure 2020 is one year most 
of us look forward to seeing the end of. 

Alice 
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Gun Club Puts Their Case 

By Colin Johns, Secretary, Daylesford Field & Game Association 

I ’m sure all Glenlyon residents have been wondering when we would respond to the many claims made against us, we 
have waited for the Council and Environment Protection Authority (EPA) to publish their findings. We now wish to put our 
side of the story. 

 

Clay shooting is a sport that is practiced with no boundaries on age or disability.  
We provide a safe place to learn about firearms.  
We achieved state and national champions here at our little club and as an example I have been able to represent the 
Australian team internationally many times. 
But there’s more in these clubs that lies at the very heart of community, friends and family. Our club is made up of all 
volunteers working to achieve something together.  
 

Our club has contributed back into community a huge monetary input to both Glenlyon and Daylesford, from the butcher 
shop that provided the meat trays for the raffles to the Glenlyon Store’s coffee, pies and drinks. We also raised funds for the 
Multiple Sclerosis cause and violence against women charity. 
 

The report commissioned by Council shows that levels are under the guidelines for lead. There are no guidelines for PAH 
pollution and it would be expected that this should be found were the lead is found given that PAHs come from the clay 
targets and we fire at them, but surprisingly the greatest concentration of PAH pollution seems to be at the sewer ground on 
the eastern side of the Reserve. PAH pollution can, indeed, occur from sprays, partly burnt timber, excrements and so on. 
 

We feel that we are being deceived by a few who would who make untruths and false claims to further their cause which is 
to shut down a gun club full of people who are part of their own community. These people couldn’t care less about our sport 
or the fact that they are driving apart people and friendships.  
 

The purpose of the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve is for sport, not just to exist for the few who want to walk there. Will a time 
come at the Reserve when kids won’t be able to ride their bikes around it or will the Glenlyon Cup ever be run again? 
Let us not lose sight of the true purpose of the Reserve as a place for sport and recreation. 
 

We find that after some changes in the way we do things it’s possible that we might resume shooting at Glenlyon working 
with all relevant groups and government bodies. We are hopeful of being able to resume our sport at the Reserve as part of 
Glenlyon’s richly diverse community. 

H epburn Shire council continues to work with stakeholders on the future of the 
Glenlyon Recreation Reserve.  
Hepburn Shire council CEO Evan King said there are complexities Council officers 

are working through to ensure the site is safe for all to use. 
 

“Council became aware of potential contamination issues at the Reserve in October 2019 
and we commissioned a Preliminary Soil Contamination Assessment to identify what is 
happening at the site. As this report suggested there may be elevated levels of lead in parts 
of the Reserve, we notified the EPA and developed a plan to minimise potential impacts on 
health.”  
 

Mr King said the EPA issued a Clean Up Notice to Council in January 2020 and requested an Environmental Site Assess-
ment (ESA) be completed. 
“The ESA identified that the lead levels were below the National Guidelines Limits for recreational areas. However the ESA 
also identified Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH) contamination in isolated parts of the Reserve which may require 
remediation.” 
 

Mr King said all user groups at the Reserve operate under licences approved by Council in 2016 with the licence for 
Daylesford Field and Game to use the site currently suspended. “A process to develop new licences will soon commence 
with user groups. For the Daylesford Field and Game to be granted a new licence, they will have to operate under an 
approved Environmental Management Plan, approved by Council and the Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP). We are aware of the mixed views of the community regarding the ongoing use of the Reserve by the 
Daylesford Field and Game. Council will continue to work with all stakeholders to find the best resolution for everyone.” 
 

The previous licence contained requirements about cleaning up waste and debris as far as practically possible and any 
potential future activity will have to meet EPA guidelines and be approved by Council and DELWP, said Mr King. 
“We are acting on instructions from the EPA and consulting with both the landowners and independent contamination 
experts to understand the management implication of the existing contamination. It is too early to determine the cost of the 
clean-up and Council will consider the payment of any clean-up costs that may be incurred.” 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Update 



Clean-up Won’t End Controversy 

Report by Claude Forell  

W ere they the letters that Council finally couldn’t ignore? 
Posted in April and May last year, they could have been the 
catalyst for the shocks that followed, putting part of the 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve into lockdown; prompting expert 
investigations that confirmed contamination with the health-
hazardous detritus of 40 years of clay target shooting and abruptly 
suspending and possibly ending a traditional sport at the iconic 
Glenlyon Reserve. 
 

The Environment Protection Authority (EPA) on 24 August 2020 
issued a formal notice to Hepburn Shire Council to clean up the 
Reserve, or else. “Else” could be a penalty of nearly $400,000. 
That’s also how much it could cost ratepayers to get rid of the toxic 
waste. (Such EPA penalties are commonly priced to cover clean-up 
costs in case the perpetrator defaults.) Council has already spent 
more than $83,000 on the required investigations.  Remediation of a 
Wangaratta shooting site is believed to have cost $3 million. The 
Sebastopol gun club, unable to afford clean-up costs, was ousted 
after 63 years from its public reserve venue near Ballarat in 2017. 
Could the Daylesford Field & Game Association also be held to 
account for “negligence and breach of statutory duty”? Mayor Licia 
Kokocinski has stated that this would be considered when clean-up 
costs are known. 
 

That’s not all. Now there is growing opposition to an eventual return 
of the gun club. At the very least, resumed target shooting will be 
subject to stringent conditions, regular EPA inspections and 
continued community scrutiny. A number of concerned citizens have 
banded together, under the banner of Friends of the Glenlyon 
Reserve, to resist the resumption of shooting on the reserve. They 
emphasise that they are not anti-gun activists or against the sport of 
competitive target shooting. They would simply like the gun club to 
be helped to find a more suitable venue. 
 

They are not convinced that, even after a clean-up of the 
contaminated site, the continued use of lead ammunition, composed 
of a neurotoxin especially dangerous to children, and clay targets 
containing carcinogenic compounds, can be permanently kept at a 
safe level. Furthermore, they believe that, times having changed, 
shooting on a multi-use recreation reserve close to housing within 
the bounds of a growing township is inappropriate on environmental 
and wider community amenity grounds. The Friends’ campaign - 
which was not instigated by the Glenlyon Progress Association as 
someone has suggested - began last month with a fusillade of 
questions to Council and a letter-drop of hundreds of leaflets in 
Glenlyon and Daylesford. An article in the Ballarat Courier and an 
ABC regional radio interview followed. 
 

However, Council’s realisation that it had an unavoidable problem 
after ignoring years of complaints slowly sank in after a seemingly 
innocuous consultation meeting called by Council for 8 April 2019 at 
the Glenlyon Hall to discuss a future management plan for the 
Reserve. Glenlyon resident Kaye Powell, who walked her dogs 
every day there over 25 years, spoke to a Council officer at the 
meeting about the potentially health-hazardous debris left by the 
shooters and next day sent the officer an email calling for Council-
funded soil testing.  
 

On the same day, the then president of Upper Loddon Landcare 
Group, Peter Sago, wrote to Daylesford Field & Game and Reserve 
Committee expressing concern at “the deteriorating standard of litter 
management by the club”. Landcare’s concern was based mainly on 
environmental grounds, such as the detrimental impact on wetland 
fauna and flora, and debris being washed into the Loddon River by 
floodwater. The club replied that it did what it could to clean up after 
each shoot. According to a former Landcare executive member, the 
Reserve Committee in effect retorted: “Butt out: this is none of your 
business”.  
 

On 13 May 2019, Landcare’s then secretary, Margret Lockwood, 
wrote directly to Council CEO Evan King, reiterating the concerns 
raised by Peter Sago. She enclosed photos of litter left after shoots 
and noted that the problem had been again brought to Council’s 
attention at the April community meeting, Council having ignored 

numerous complaints and tangible evidence from other residents. 
Action at last: Council documents confirm that it had “identified” 
potential contamination by mid-2019 (not just “became aware” of it 
in October, as stated by Mr King earlier this month). 
 

In September 2019 it contracted qualified consultants to carry out a 
preliminary soil and environmental assessment. Completed in 
November, this found higher-than-acceptably-safe levels of lead 
and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). As a result, Council 
“self-notified” the EPA. Now there was really no turning back. 
Affected parts of the Reserve were fenced off, warning signs were 
erected and the monthly shoots were suspended. The New Year’s 
Day Sports Day was allowed to go ahead after water-trucks 
dampened down dusty tracks. 
 

On 31 January EPA ordered a more detailed investigation by 
another expert contractor. This found that, among other metallic and 
chemical substances in the soil, only PAHs exceeded tolerable 
levels. Based on the conclusions of both reports, EPA confirmed 
that “the PAH contamination is considered likely to be associated 
with clay target shooting activities.” 
 

This second (Kleinfelder) report has led to a perception by some 
residents that the lead shot deposits are not a serious health 
hazard. This was challenged by Robert Whalley, a qualified 
engineer, in the GDN last month, arguing that there was insufficient 
testing of surface water and soil (as distinct from deeper samples). 
It has also been calculated that at least 10 tonnes of lead have been 
left on or sunk into the flood-prone ground over the years.  
 

The EPA clean-up notice gives Council until 28 May 2021 to lodge 
“a clean up plan, verified by an EPA appointed auditor, to restore 
beneficial use to the extent practicable…”  Council must provide 
details of how it proposes to remove or remediate the contamina-
tion, and when it expects this will be finished. By 30 June 2021 it 
must also supply EPA, for its approval, an Environmental 
Management Plan to ensure that “on-going shooting activities do 
not pose any unacceptable environmental risks.” 
 

The ultimate responsibility for the Glenlyon Reserve rests with the 
State Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP) under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978. DELWP is 
not opposed in principle to licensed shooting on multi-use recreation 
reserves under its jurisdiction. It has delegated management of the 
Glenlyon Reserve to Hepburn Shire Council. Day-to-day oversight is 
left to the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Special Committee, 
appointed by Council under Section 86 of the Local Government Act 
1989. 
 

Daylesford Field & Game has operated under a licence issued by 
Council on 1 July 2016. This expired in July 2019 and has not been 
renewed. The Reserve Committee was named as licensor, earning 
an annual fee of $1,000. The licence held the gun club “responsible 
to ensure that, as far as practicable, all waste and debris is removed 
from the site once the use is completed. Any waste deposited on 
public land is considered to be a breach of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1970 (Littering) and penalties apply.” Answers to 
questions at last month’s Council meeting made it clear that neither 
Council nor the Reserve Committee has taken action to enforce this 
condition of the licence.  
 

The sticking point, both in the licence and the EPA clean-up notice, 
lies is in the phrase “as far as practicable”. It is difficult to see how, 
even with the greatest good will and diligence, every fragment of 
“waste and debris” can be picked up. Or how potential health 
hazards can be avoided if shooting resumes with lead shot and 
targets containing toxic compounds.  
 

That is why the Friends of the Reserve believe the appropriate 
solution is for Council and EPA not to approve the resumption of 
shooting on the Reserve and for the shooters to seek another venue 
or join another club. Local ratepayers might also ponder, given the 
enormous remediation costs, the expense-benefit balance of 
hosting a club of about 40 members, few if any of whom live in 
Glenlyon and many of whom come from outside the Shire. The 
controversy is bound to continue. 



Poetry Winners 

Third prize 
 

GLENLYON 
By Margaret Cooper 
 

It was quiet at the village as the fog swirled around 
Hiding lots of memories, whispering lots of sounds 
Noises of the horses neatly harnessed to their carts 
Wagons, coaches, footsteps, move up the gravel path. 
 

No longer cream or milk, is carted on its way 
Spuds, a few, with cattle, now fattened on the hay 
Many celebrations lingered, filling up the hall 
All the local residents rallied to the call. 
 

Confests showed us freedom 
Churches closed their doors 
Clubs, pubs and school are missing 
What are we searching for? 
 

For our soil is rich and our air is clean 
We are festooned, all in green 
Water and sunshine help us dream 
Of a lasting life, quite serene 
 

As Glenlyon settles gently as the breezes swirl around 
To gently sigh and cosset,  everything abounds. 
Thankful for our future thoughtful of our past 
Let’s give thanks forever that everything will last. 

Student prize 
 

A Glenlyon Poem  
By Amelie Turner (10 years) 
 

Gum trees white trunks stretch silent,  
Lit by sunset to blaze in the  
Evening quiet. 
Noisy cockatoos swoop above the  
Loddon River at dusk.  
Yet nothing can compare to the  
Oaks and Elms dripping gold,  
Now the Glenlyon avenue seeks winter rest. 

The Chicks!  
Rose Ahyick-Wong Age:5 
 

We had chicks here in Glenlyon 
But cats can be lurking 
One did die but the rest are eight weeks old 
It can be hard to not think about it 
I was sad in bed. 

The Town of Glenlyon  
Henry Ahyick-Wong Age:7 
 

Gardens brighten the land on which we stand 
GLow says the lights on bright starry nights 
ThE people in bed already 
WheN we wake up in the morning 
Then Little people arouse 
Then mY cat eats breakfast 
One and Only one town is my favourite 
GlenlyoN is that town. 

Here are two entries for your enjoyment that 
we could not leave out. 

And one that I could not resist. 

An Old Man’s Lament 
By Murrell Osborne 
 

We live in a region sublime 
Where most get along just fine 
But it stops being funny 
With no public dunny 
Standing behind any tree in Glenlyon. 

Second prize 
 

THE BLUFF AT PORCUPINE RIDGE 
By Maryanne Mooney 
 

Bursts of brilliant light 
and unimaginable colours. 
Dreamy pastels and fireballs. 
Cycles of brightest suns 
and carnival colours of 
docile falling leaves. 
 

And silent fog reruns, only 
lifting when birds return 
to the majestic gum tree 
 

that grandly holds the space. 
 

Breathe and clearly see 
there’s nowhere else for me 
as serenity and inspiration kiss. 
 

Not one thing asked 
Yet all is owed. 
I am perfectly yours. 
 

Deeply I tumble 
Firmly and gently 
into your embrace. 
 

Forever grateful 
Nestled in Glenlyon, 
our ancient land. 



By Anon 

I n which we introduce Dorothy, the Minister Jim Hacker’s 
new on-the-ball political adviser. 
 

Jim Hacker: Dorothy, I’m worried about the forthcom-
ing elections. My department’s record hasn’t been perfect, 
and a lot of people don’t like me, especially in and around 
Fortress Glenlyon. 
Dorothy: Regrettably so. But, as they say at Westmin-
ster, if you want to be loved in politics, get a dog. 
JH: No way! I haven’t forgotten being savaged by a 
Fortress Glenlyon attack dog. The one I suspected it being of 
the female canine persuasion. 
Dorothy: Yes, Jim, and I remember your over-wrought 
reaction. I had hoped you would be returned unopposed. No 
such luck, I fear. At worst, your predecessor will also attempt 
a come-back. Independent-minded, and a very good local 
member. Attended every community meeting and event, 
gave lucid reports on what the government was doing, and 
always ready to help any community activity and working 
bee.  
JH: What if Fortress Glenlyon puts up a candidate or 
some other activist nominates? We seem to have provoked 
quite a few disparate protest movements. Several potential 
challengers enrolled in the new mandatory training session 
for candidates. 
Dorothy: We shall see. But you haven’t endeared 
yourself to everyone in Glenlyon and district. 
JH: How so, exactly? Just because I welcome some 
progress in that backwater? They’re an ungrateful bunch. In 
my first year, I offered them a splendid rotunda, or covered 
market stalls.  
Dorothy: But you didn’t ask them first if that’s what they 
wanted. It wasn’t, as it happened, but they were willing to 
discuss alternatives. You simply rebuffed them, and withdrew 
the approved funding. 
JH: Served them right. Especially after having told them 
two anonymous donors were prepared to supplement the 
approved grant. 
Dorothy: That was serious error of judgment. It’s one 
thing for an elected representative or official to encourage 
public-spirited citizens to donate directly to a worthy cause. 
It’s quite another to act as a conduit. Could leave an 
unfortunate impression of possible favours expected in 
return. 
JH: Absolutely not. I am an honourable man, as were 
they. 
Dorothy: Agreed! But so said Mark Antony of Caesar’s 
assassins - Brutus, Cassius and the rest - honourable men 

who believed that they had rid Rome of a tyrant. But by the 
end of Mark Antony’s brilliant funeral oration, the populace 
had turned against them. 
Bernard (listening in): Silly people! What did they get? 
Not democracy. Another Caesar: Mark Antony recycled as 
the Emperor Augustus. 
JH: Enough of ancient history. Now we are going to give 
the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve a spanking new pavilion.  
Dorothy: Just as the Reserve is mired in toxic lead and 
chemical pollution, and controversy over whether a public, 
multiple-use Recreation Reserve within a township should be 
used for target shooting. The pollution might be removed at 
massive cost, but protests will not go away so easily. 
JH: I have been very careful to say that I would welcome 
the shooters back - provided they meet any requirements 
imposed by the relevant authorities.  
Dorothy: The problem is, Jim, that the shooters have for 
years evidently failed to meet the requirements of their 
licence, the Reserve Committee as the responsible licensor -
of which you are an ex-officio member - has failed to enforce 
those conditions, and your department has failed to ensure 
that the Reserve Committee met its obligations. And now you 
want the committee that has manifestly failed in its duty to 
take over the Glenlyon dam, which your department has 
neglected for years. Unbelievable! Plus, you malign the very 
people who actually care about their environment.  
JH: Well, at least the local press - and I don’t mean that 
scurrilous Fortress Glenlyon rag - is on my side, or at least, 
not hostile. 
Dorothy: Support from that quarter may not be an 
advantage. Glenlyon residents will remember the strident 
campaign that journal waged against the extension of the 
Telstra tower near the owners’ property. Resulted in a futile 
tribunal appeal that denied Glenlyon a badly-needed 
improvement of its mobile telephone service for a whole fire-
season.  
JH: Yes, but they argued that an admittedly much more 
expensive tower on a hill outside the township would have 
provided a much wider coverage. 
Dorothy: A plausible debating point, but it was never on 
the cards. The terms of the government grant to Telstra were 
quite specific. The enhanced tower had to be on the 
designated site in the centre of the town or not at all. Had the 
campaign succeeded, the funding would simply have been 
diverted to another eligible township. Fortunately the appeal 
failed; Glenlyon got its tower extension, but a year late. 
JH: Dorothy, you are not helping me here. 
Dorothy: I am being a realist. So as Sir Humphrey would 
say: No, Minister. 

No, Minister: Election Blues 

By Wendy McKillop 

A t the Hepburn Shire Council meeting of 15 September, management of Glenlyon Dam was handed to the Glenlyon 
Reserve Committee which has been rebranded as the GRRCAC at a closed Council meeting on 21 August. 
In proposing the motion for GRRCAC to take control of the dam Holcombe Ward Councillor John Cottrell said,  

“the Glenlyon community is fairly fractured at this point in time, as we experienced in question time. There is quite a small 
group that are trying to tear the community apart. They are attacking the Reserve with respect to the gun club. It’s been 
indicated that the next target will be the pony club and they desire to turn the Recreation Reserve into their own quiet little 
bird sanctuary.” 
Not only is this statement divisive and inflammatory, it is completely untrue. A group of concerned residents has expressed 
concern about soil and water pollution at the Recreation Reserve, and the effect of this pollution on people and animals, but 
have no desire or ambition, repeat NO desire or ambition, to take over the Reserve nor do they have any intention to “target” 
the Pony Club or turn the Reserve into a bird sanctuary either for their own use or of anyone else. 

Councillor Targets Community 



In the Garden with Murrell Glenlyon Weather Summary - August 2020 
By John Cable 

A bove average rainfall during August saw Murrell Osborne in 
Glenlyon record 117.5mm for a Year-to-Date (YTD) total of 
728.0mm while Andrew Hitchman in Diary Flat Road, continued 

to gain ground receiving 121.5mm for a YTD of 699.5mm and the 
author, 106mm at Butlers Lane, for YTD of 602mm. This compares with 
the Daylesford long-term average of 102mm for the month. 
 

The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) and the El Nino Southern Oscillation 

Index (ENSO) indicate that the period September to November will be 

wetter than average. The likelihood of “La Nina” conditions in spring 

continues to increase and the BoM predicts there is a 50% chance of 

receiving 150mm over the coming three months. 

By Murrell Osborne 

I t helps morale to see the 
signs of spring after a fairly 
severe winter. However, I 

think that the normal 
cautionary tale of not 
planting frost-sensitive 
vegetables too early needs 
heeding.  
 

My peas are up, mulched 
and staked and the asparagus is ready to eat.       

Council Candidate 

By Juliet Simpson 

M y name is Juliet Simpson. I am asking for your vote to represent you as your next Shire Councillor for Holcombe 
Ward. This will be an important election. It will be your opportunity to make a change for the better - in your interest 
and those of your local communities. 

 

I am proud to call Hepburn Shire home. My family has lived in the Shire for five generations. I am a mother, with three adult 
children, who was involved in their school council and in junior netball coaching. I have a cattle farming business in 
Holcombe Ward. I am a hard-working countrywoman with experience as a former bank officer, who understands what 
counts in our community. 
 

As your Ward Councillor I will: 
* Listen to your concerns 
* Work with local Community Organisations 
* Stand up for Holcombe Ward in the allocation of funds and works 
* Strive to keep rates as low as possible  
* Ensure they are spent effectively and efficiently 
* Make sure the new planning laws are applied equitably and enforced 
honestly plus consistently 
* Oppose inappropriate development in our townships and villages  
* Work to protect the natural environment and preserve the rural 
character of the Shire 
* Enhance our community safety and amenities  
 

The latest community satisfaction survey has shown Hepburn Shire 
Council’s performance as the worst in 21 years. The State Auditor-General has drawn attention to potential risks in 
Council’s financial management. This is not good enough. It is time for a change. It is time to do better. 
 

No Shire Council can satisfy all of its residents all of the time. There will always be problems and controversies. As your 
Councillor I will do my best to represent your common interests and reconcile any conflicts, ensure fair and reasonable 
outcomes plus make our wonderful shire an even better place to live. 

By Wendy McKillop, Editor 

I n question time at the August Hepburn Shire Council meeting Glenlyon District News (GDN) was described as being 
financed by Glenlyon Progress Association (GPA). This is inaccurate. GPA does in fact hold the finance for GDN which is 
raised through advertising in its Business Directory. GDN is, and always has been, editorially independent.  As clearly 

stated in every edition, “The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of the Glenlyon Progress Association.”   
 

Establishing GDN as a community newsletter was an initiative of GPA in 2001 and as such we come under the auspice of 
GPA in that, as defined in Collins dictionary https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/under-the-auspices-of-
under-someones-auspices “If something is done under the auspices of a particular person or organization, 
or under someone's auspices, it is done with their support and approval.” 
 

The paragraph entitled “Fake News” which caused concern to the questioner at last month’s Council meeting was a 
correction to an error in response to a request from a Council staff member. Therefore the later information is correct. 
 

Articles expressing a variety of viewpoints are accepted from all members of the community who wish to contribute. If 
anyone feels they are not represented in GDN  they are cordially invited to submit their own contribution. That is what a 
community newsletter is for. All viewpoints are accepted  provided they are not libellous and do not contravene normal 
publishing conventions.  

GDN Independent  from GPA 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/under-the-auspices-of-under-someones-auspices
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/under-the-auspices-of-under-someones-auspices
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/particular


ART: 

Malleeart – Expert Picture Framing.  
George Jackson: 5348 7780 

BRICKLAYER: 
Shane Moiler – Quality brickwork, no job too small or too 
large.  
Free quote: 5348 7663, 0407 870 315 

COMPUTER SUPPORT: 
Jack Larm – Computer Whisperer. Is your computer 
misbehaving? Want to teach the 'old dog' new tricks? 
Need help adopting new technology? 
Reasonable rates. Call Jack 5348 7643 

ELECTRICIAN: 
Jamie Grant – Residential, commercial and Powercor 
authorised contractor.   
0434 357 882 

MAPS:  
Commercial and Community 
Mapsport Cartographic – Ken Dowling  
produces custom biz, recreation and tourist maps for 
internet or print. 5348 3792, ken@ocad.com.au  

EXCAVATIONS: 
Colin Bainbridge – Creative landscaping, bushfire mit-
igation-firebreaks, postholes, etc. 3t Excavator and 
Bobcat.  Good hourly rate.  
Colin 0417 746 059 
 

Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t Excavator. Landscaping, 
trenching, stump and post holes, retaining walls and 
small driveways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

FARM MAINTENANCE: 

Steve Schellekens – Need Farm Maintenance?  

Rural Fencing or Grass Slashing 

Contact Steve 0408 324 491 

email: sschellekens@bigpond.com 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree 
climber. Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. 
Chipping and stump grinding. Free quote contact Tyson 
0408 179 015  
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

B & B Rental: 
Glenlyon Country Cottage – Self-contained furnished 
one-bedroom cottage with superb views over Loddon 
Valley. Queen size bedroom, light and comfortable living 
room and kitchen, new bathroom. Air conditioner.  
Single nights $120. Longer stays by negotiation.  
Robert:  tel/sms 0418 109 272 

CARPENTER/BUILDER:  
Tinetti Constructions - 
Damian Tinetti - Fully Licensed domestic and commercial 
builder with over 20 years carpentry experience.  
For a free quote call Damian 0448 001 119 

LOCAL  BUSINESS  DIRECTORY 

Glenlyon District News  
Are you getting your copy every month? 

The original and only not-for-profit community publication serving Glenlyon district since 2001  

The Glenlyon  District News , delivered free to mailboxes in the Glenlyon region,  

is available at The Glenlyon General Store, Darryl Wilson Optometrists, 75 Vincent Street, Daylesford,  
The Glenlyon Hall in the yellow box located on the fenceline at the southwest corner,  

and online at www.glenlyon.vic.au 
If you would prefer to receive your copy via email, let us know at glenlyonnews@gmail.com  

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional Counselling 
Strength Centred counselling services for families, 
children, young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ 
welcome. Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442  

G DN is continuing to list local businesses throughout the current Health Emergency.  
Unfortunately some businesses will be unable to operate under the current conditions and it 

is suggested you contact any directly that you are wishing to engage to discuss your requirements. 
We urge you to continue to support your local community where possible both those who are still 
operating and when normal trading recommences. 

ELECTRICAL AND SOLAR SERVICES: 
Green Button Electrical and Solar Services – 
Electrical TV Antenna and Accredited Solar Installation. 
Call Tim : 0408 338 467 greenbuttonTim@gmail.com 

mailto:ken@ocad.com.au
mailto:sschellekens@bigpond.com
mailto:hetheringtontyson@gmail.com
mailto:greenbuttonTim@gmail.com


Central Highlands Goat Club: 
Neil Pearson 0490 083 954 
 

Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:  
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167 Jody Wallace, Vice 
President 5348 4245;  
 

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  

friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon CFA:  

Brett Mason 0408 391 842 

Juniors: Jess Newton 5348 7895 
 

Glenlyon CFA Volleyball:  

Colin Priest 5348 7674 
 

Glenlyon Craft Group: 

Jenny Chester 5348 7844 
 

Glenlyon Forest Group:  

Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 
 

Glenlyon Playgroup:  

Emily Bagaric 0400 967 928  
 

Glenlyon Pony Club:  

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176, mail to: 

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  

Joy Durston 5348 7542 
 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 
 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  

Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 
 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon Village Market:  

Dan Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Glenlyon Wool Crafters:  

Pam Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Hepburn Seeds Savers, 

Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com 
 

Insight Meditation:  

Frances Guerin 5348 7657 
 

Riding for the Disabled:   

Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event 
Space –189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 
1997. Cellar Door, Regional Platters and Function 
Space available for Weddings, Commitment Ceremo-
nies and Special Occasions. Open weekends, public 
holidays or by appointment. 0427 239 334, Email 
info@wombatforestwines.com 

LOCAL  BUSINESS  DIRECTORY  continued 

PAINTING AND PLASTERING: 
AJF Painting & Plastering – Anthony Francis.  
Get the job done right, first time.  
5348 7889, 0448 953 054 

MASSAGE: 
Prani Glow Massage and Dayspa  ̶  Thai-inspired 
organic massage. Booking by appointment only.  
Call 0467 207 329, www.praniglowdayspa.com.au  
 

Kinesiology and Sports Massage –  
Karralla Retreat Wheatsheaf.  
Kerryn for Holistic and Resonance Kinesiology and 
Counselling. $100 per hour. 
kerryn@kerryn.com.au 
Derek for professional remedial and sports massage 
treatment.  
$80 - 60 minutes,  $45 - 30 minutes. 
derek.sedgman@ii.net 
Kerryn and Derek Sedgman: 5348 7607 
 

Myotherapist  
Emilia Sadler – Porcupine Ridge 
Specialised Soft Tissue Therapy-Massage, Myofascial 
Dry Needling, Chronic and Acute Injury Management; 
Postural Assessment and Corrective Exercise.  Fully 
Registered, Health Fund Rebates Available.  $90 per 
hour consultation ($60 Concession). 0433 188 825 

PLUMBER: 
T Hughes Plumbing – All domestic and commercial 
plumbing and gas fitting. Air conditioning, heater in-
spection, roof plumbing. Free quotes 
Ring Toby  0439 616 343 

LOCAL GROUP  CONTACTS 
Please contact individual groups regarding their arrangements during the 

current situation 
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