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The Biggest and Best Circus in Town 

Covering Coomoora, Denver, Drummond, Glenlyon, Porcupine Ridge and Wheatsheaf 

Established 2001        Member CNAV 

T he biggest and best circus to perform in Glenlyon came to town on Sunday 7 February. As a group of just three 
performers, and a dog, the claim by Curbside Carnies was not difficult to justify as no-one could remember any 
other circus performing in Glenlyon. Curbside Carnies is the brainchild, conceived during coronavirus lockdown last 

year by Sophie de Lightful. Wanting to continue as a performer when most venues were forced to shut down, and wanting 
to bring some cheer to an otherwise bleak time, she came up with the concept of travelling 
around and staging outdoor shows with performers gathered from each local area.  
 

To enable the venture she seeks funding from various grants, mainly through Shire councils. 
Hepburn Shire Council provided a grant sufficient to stage three shows in Hepburn Shire. 
Sophie sought out three top acts with circus skills: Nichola Hall, a hoop twirler from Castlemaine; 
the Amazing Mr Fish from Daylesford; and to add some international flavour Swedish-born hand 
balancer Erika Hansson from Ballarat. 
 

After performances in Creswick and Daylesford, sunshine bathed the area outside the Glenlyon 
Hall for the duration of the third performance of the day in front of an enthusiastic audience.  
Ringmaster Sophie accompanied by Jester Dog-in-training, Jasper, opened the show with a 
song and introduced the performers. Nichola Hall who trained in South America and now 
teaches circus skills in Castlemaine, twirled three hoops simultaneously with effortless ease. 
Erika Hansson learned her skills in Denmark from the age of 16. On Sunday she wowed the 
audience with her strength and ability to contort her body into positions most of us only dream of 
while balancing on one hand.  

 

The final act was Sam, the Amazing 
Mr Fish from Daylesford. Sam, a 
comedian and juggler, is probably 
best known in Daylesford for 
performing at The Beagle Tent. On 
Sunday, much hilarious interaction 
with the audience culminated with 
Sam juggling three “sharp” knives while balancing on 

top of a 10 foot 
unicycle.  
 

All performers are 
multi-talented and 
whilst the timing and 
venue allowed them 
to exhibit only one 

facet of their skills on the day the audience 
thoroughly enjoyed the performance.  
 

Afternoon tea was provided in the Hall, both 
before and after, which gave many people the 
opportunity to relax and re-establish social 
bonds in the community. 
 

Many thanks to Joy Durston for seizing the 
initiative to book the event, members of GPA 
Committee and families for providing afternoon 
tea, Hepburn Shire Council for providing the 

grant to make it possible and to the delightful Sophie and her Curbside Carnies for 
bringing circus entertainment to Glenlyon. 
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‘The Glenlyon Bus’  Timetable 

T he Glenlyon ‘bus’ will not be running until the 
COVID-19 pandemic has subsided.  
 

Unfortunately, a car ride involves close physical 
contact. As well, most of our drivers are in the ‘at risk’ age 
group and are asked to ‘stay at home’. 
 

However, for those residents who cannot drive, the 
Glenlyon drivers are able to assist with emergency 
shopping and for those who are feeling socially isolated, 
they are more than willing to have a chat on the phone. 
 

For more information, contact Jill Teschendorff on 
jt.bee@bigpond.com or 5348 7947  

Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue   
             0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

H all hire and activities will be recommencing. 
 

For information contact Hall Booking 
officer Kaye 0498 575 664 or email 

hire@glenlyon.vic.au  
   

For latest information on all community events 
contact Joy Durston 5348 7542 or email: 
events@glenlyon.vic.au   
  

GPA members will regularly be informed of events 
via email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another 
edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community 
information publication under the auspices of the 
Glenlyon Progress Association.  
 
The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or 
Glenlyon Progress Association.   
 
Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to 
the Editor are encouraged.  
 
We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from 
you.  
 
Contact the editor by email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com  
or telephone 5348 7792. 

Unless restrictions change our screenings 
for the remainder of Season 2 are:  

 

March 5 On the Basis of Sex  
April 9 Japanese Story  

April screening takes place on the 
second Friday as the first Friday is 

Good Friday. 
May 7 to be announced.   
Start time 7.30pm sharp 

Hall Hire Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2021 

February   20  Glenlyon & District Riding Club 
        21  Glenlyon & District Pony Club 
      27/28  Glenlyon & District Pony Club 
 

March        14  Collectors and Restorers 
        20  Glenlyon & District Riding Club 
        21 Glenlyon & District Pony Club 

Program 

Forest Film Society 3461 

Hand sanitiser and disinfectant 
wipes will be available.    

Soup and bread will not be provided 
as our self-serve system would not 

comply with regulations.  

Council Meetings 2021 

C ouncil meetings will be held on the third Tuesday of 
each month commencing at 6pm. 

The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s 
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au 
The live streaming of meetings via Council’s Facebook 
Page will continue and remain in place when in-person 
meetings resume to promote transparency and public 
engagement. 
Next meetings: Tuesday 16 February  
   Tuesday 16 March  
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Briefly 
 

 

Life Events 

A lready, two Significant birthdays have been celebrated this year. 
Gerald Coffey turned 80 this month. Most of those years have been spent 

serving, CFA. His long association with Glenlyon Brigade and Glenlyon Group has 
been an amazing achievement for Gerald who has become a local icon. 
Claude Forell celebrated his 90

th
 birthday. Claude is a renowned journalist for The 

Age newspaper, and is best known for the Good Food Guide. Part one of his story 
appears in this month’s GDN. 
Sadly, we acknowledge the passing of Ken Jones (20.03.1931- 25.12.2020). Ken, 
with his wife, Miranda, established Big Shed Wines in 1999 in Glenlyon. They were 
actively involved with organisation of the Glenlyon Fine Food & Wine Fayre in its 
earliest days. Our condolences are extended to Miranda, also to Matthew, Paul, 
Harriet, Felix and Polly. The place is just not the same without you. 
At the other end of the scale, congratulations to Jaymie Kew and Bill Giacometti both 
of Glenlyon who became the proud parents of baby Beau David Giacometti, born on  
21 January weighing 8lb 4oz. Well done, so good to see the next generation. 
 

Yoga is Back at Hall 

I n the tradition of Krishnamacharya, you are encouraged to drop into your body, 
breathe and focus your mind. Each class includes asanas to increase strength and 

flexibility with an emphasis on breathing and relaxation. Participants are encouraged 
to work within their limits. Glenlyon Hall Mondays 7am during school terms $15 
(Bookings recommended)   
Contact Jonathan: 0409 027 765 email: jont@morton.net.au 
 

Oo La La! French Returns 

L earn and practice French with Rosie Laszlo at the Glenlyon Hall on Tuesdays  
All levels welcome. Grammar: 3.30-4.30 pm  $120/term. Conversation: 5-6pm 

$80/term. First trial class free. Contact Rosie: 0437 165 645 
 

Have some GUTs? 

U kulele rehearsals are starting  again on Wednesdays, 5.30pm at the Hall. 
Glenlyon Ukulele Team (GUTs) is a group who come together to play ukulele 

for fun. The group have varying degrees of musical ability, but are learning to 
perform an eclectic mix of tunes together. Ukuleles available for newcomers to 
borrow. Contact Joy 5348 7542 
 

Sunday Afternoon Drawing in the Glenlyon Hall 

E ight classes (no tuition fees) starting on the 14 March to 9 May 2.30-4.30pm    
Your artistic flair may extend to stick figures. “Can’t draw to save myself” I hear 

you say, but maybe there has always been a secret desire to have a go. Well, in 
these fun, relaxed, informal drawing sessions with no teaching fees, hopefully we will 
come together as a local group to share a passion for art or at least a bit of laughter 
as we try to make/create personal drawings from Life models, Portraiture and Still-life 
studies. 
Come along to an initial meeting Sunday 7 March in the Glenlyon Hall at 2.30pm for 
more information about what form each class will take, eg. times, dates, equipment. 
Contact: Judy Perfect.  0402 092 880 
 

Saving Seeds 

S eed Savers starts back on Sunday 21 February. They will be meeting every 
third Sunday at the Glenlyon Hall from 2pm. All are welcome, as are any seed 

donations. Contact Brenna on 0427 223 999 
 

In Need of a Laugh? 

D ave O’Neil will be performing in The Burrow at Wombat Forest Winery 189 
Springhill Road, Denver on Friday 5 March 5:30-9:30pm. Dave O’Neil has 

been in the business of comedy for over 20 years and is one of Australia’s most 
recognisable stand-up comics.  
Tickets purchased online at https://www.trybooking.com/BOHJF As this will be a 
seated event, if you wish to be seated with attendees that are not on your ticket 
booking contact enquires@theburroweventspace.com  

S ometimes I despair at just what 
has become of this country! 

 

Take the fruit and vegetable 
industry. You would think that, 
thanks to Covid-19, the farmers 
would be rejoicing that they don’t 
have to compete with cheap imports, 
but no, they are complaining that 
they cannot export instead. This year 
appears to have produced a bumper 
crop due to unusually regular rainfall, 
however instead of cheaper prices in 
shops, we are told prices are going 
up and produce will be scarce. The 
reason, we are told, is that no-one 
will pick the fruit. 
 

Fruit-picking, once the preserve 
(pardon the pun) of impoverished uni 
students and itinerant workers, now 
relies on overseas back-packers and 
imported labour, both groups now 
subject to strict quarantine rules. Do 
we now have an elite class of uni 
students who are so wealthy that 
they no longer need to work, and are 
the unemployed so much better off 
that manual labour is beneath them? 
By crikey, if I was younger and 
thought I could last the day without 
succumbing to a major health event, 
I would go and do it myself! 
 

So, the fruit lies rotting on the 
ground. Where are the jam makers? 
Sorry, I forgot, all our manufacturing 
has now gone offshore. Could all our 
CWAs (Country Women’s Associa-
tions to younger readers) spring to 
the rescue with their preserving pans 
and Vacola bottling kits - but no, 
those esteemed ladies now meet 
online and their trusty Vacolas sit 
idle while they shop at Aldi. 
 

Does anyone else remember the 
time, last century to be sure, when 
the countryside was strewn with 
signs such as “Fresh strawberries! 
Pick your own!”? I imagine that there 
are so many OH&S rules these 
days, that they would be fearful of 
litigation if someone found the odd 
insect. 
 

Like I said, I despair. We appear to 
have become a nation of soft, self-
indulgent, self-entitled, whinging 
wimps. Straighten up, Aussies, and 
grow a back-bone! 

Alice 

Ramblings from the  

Bramble Patch 

mailto:jont@morton.net.au
https://www.trybooking.com/BOHJF
mailto:enquiries@theburroweventspace.com
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90 Years of War and Peace: Part 1, The Early Years, More War than Peace 
By Wendy McKillop from an interview with Claude Forell 

C laude Forell celebrated his 90
th
 birthday on 31 January this year with a small gathering of friends at home in Glenlyon.  

 

Claude was born in Frankfurt-am-Main in 1931, a time when subsequent world events would be defined as difficult.  
However, young Claude, or Klaus as he was called, has fond memories of the open fields and sports grounds that his 

top-floor apartment balconies overlooked and through which he made his way to school in the village of Ginnheim.  
 

His father, Sigmund, worked as a journalist for the liberal newspaper Frankfurther Zeitung which was a leading critic of the 
rising Nazi movement. Claude quickly learned that there were some opinions it was wise not to mention. His father was not 
always quite so circumspect. Herr Joseph Goebbels, who had been his contemporary at the same university, had an intense 
dislike of Frankfurther Zeitung. An exchange between Sigmund and Goebbels at a national student conference they both 
attended, on the subject of Jewry did not help. In 1938 life changed abruptly for the family. His father was arrested, along with 
many others, and sent to Buchenwald concentration camp. His mother had a nervous breakdown and Claude was sent to live 
with friends in the small village of Immenhausen. This turned out to be the first of many, always enjoyable, experiences of 
rural living. 
 

Nearly a year later his father was released on the condition that he left the country, an offer he could not refuse; but where to 
go? America was an obvious choice, however, with an influx of refugees, there was a long waiting list. Australia was a choice 
made easier by Claude’s mother, Johanna, having a university friend, Dr Fritz Duras, who was prepared to sponsor them. Dr 
Duras and his wife, also a doctor, had founded the physical education department at Melbourne University.  A chance 
encounter between Dr Duras and Governor General Sir Alexander Gowrie helped facilitate the move. After more difficulties 
and delays finally the family, with little more than their clothes, sailed among the 12 to 15 passengers aboard the freighter 
Aller, being the last cargo ship to leave Germany before the war. They settled down to learn English on the journey. 
 

Arrival in Port Pirie, SA was the first culture shock to Claude. Even in July 1939, it was a dirty, dusty, dissolute looking place 
dominated by the smelter. Here, the Aller was to pick up a load of lead to take back to Germany for munitions manufacture; 
however the captain considered his options, and took the ship to Portuguese Mozambique to wait out the impending war. 
 

War-time in Australia was a whole new experience for the Forell 
family. Having lost their German citizenship, they were now 
stateless, with no money and little English. Initially classified as 
“Enemy Aliens” they were later upgraded to “Friendly Aliens”. 
Unable to obtain regular work in Melbourne as a journalist, Sigmund 
and Johanna undertook a series of low-paid casual jobs, while 
Claude struggled to master English at Middle Brighton State 
School. He evidently succeeded as he came first in the remedial 
(learning English) class. In the next year, he wrote a composition 
(as an essay was called) that so impressed the head master that he 
read it out to the whole class. 
 

Eventually employment was found as a married couple with Mr and 
Mrs John Manifold on their old-established family property at 
Purrumbete, near Camperdown, she as a cook, he as a kind of 
butler. Here was a fresh culture shock. Claude, however, after his 
initial nervous encounters with a mob of cattle, soon took to country 
living. 
 

Fortunes took another turn for the better when Claude’s father 
joined the Australian Army as part of an Employment Corp made up 
of Friendly Aliens and refugees to help the war effort. He was 
stationed at Tocumwal to help build a military airfield. Claude, with 
his mother, moved into Camperdown to complete his schooling. 
There, although making many friends, life remained a struggle. 
While his mother helped the war effort by knitting socks, Claude 
turned his attention to growing vegetables, both for the family and 
the Red Cross Australian Comforts Fund stall in Camperdown. 
 

The usual school leaving age in those days was 14 or 15 with Merit 
Certificate, or Proficiency Certificate. The more ambitious stayed for Intermediate Certificate (Year 10) or Leaving (Year 11) 
with the aim of securing careers as bank clerks, or nurses and teachers. Claude was one of only eight from his original cohort 
of 60-70 in first form to Matriculate at the end of 1949. He was fortunate enough to gain a Commonwealth Scholarship to 
attend the only university in Victoria at the time, Melbourne University. His father, meanwhile, finally achieved a stint in his 
profession as journalist for the Ballarat Courier.  
 

At university, Claude studied Political Science, History, Psychology and Criminology and became heavily involved in student 
journalism. His activities led to editorship of the University publication Farrago and a career in journalism spanning the next 
50 years. Perhaps the most important and enduring lesson Claude learned was the value of networking, a skill that has 
proved its worth as he covered an array of conflicts through many countries. But that is a story for the next edition. 
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Letters 

Bund S Ratt 

From Hepburn Together Engagement Plan under heading Level of influence 

“The level of influence across the project will range from involve to collaborate on the 

International Association of Public Participation spectrum. At its highest levels we will 

work with you to articulate, refine, and unearth solutions for our local priorities.” 

I hope they check with DELWP and EPA on the nature of the 
solutions they unearth. They could find some not-so-engaging 
surprises. Influence may be mixed with effluence and affluence. 

M y name is Mrs Irene Blake, I live at Denver and I would 
like to comment on your article in the January 2021 
edition of The Glenlyon District News, regarding the 

proposed installation of a 2.5 metre high sculpture at the 
Glenlyon dam. 
 

Doesn’t the council have more urgent and important things to 
spend ratepayers’ money on than a piece of useless junk sitting 
in the bush?  This is a pretty and quiet little area; the last thing it 
needs is this sort of thing. Did they ask anyone if they wanted 
it? I could think of a few things that sculpture looks like, but a 
drop of water isn’t one of them. 
 

I can only wonder at how much money the council are paying 
this woman, too. If we really have to have some art work there, 
why not get something done by the Dja Dja Wurrung rather 
than employ someone from Melbourne?  There are plenty of 
local artists around too. 
 

The roads in this shire are a mess and the council want to 
waste money on this. Art belongs in an art gallery not the 
countryside. 
Irene Blake, Denver 

M argret’s letter headed is “Paradise Lost” raises 
some issues. Coomoora, Glenlyon and Drummond 
appear to be undergoing unfettered development 

with seemingly no concerns given to detrimental effects on 
aquifers or the general environment. Property developers 
are able to plunder at will and community concerns are of 
no account.  
 

Margret said the grid is unable to take additional feed-in 
because infrastructure has not been upgraded. Recall the 
publicly owned State Electriciity Commision of Victoria 
(SECV) which was set up to turn coal into power. But in 
1926 the SECV developed Victoria’s first hydro-electric 
system. In1989 they produced an industry-leading 
‘greenhouse discussion ’paper. A publicly owned SECV 
could well be leading the way with renewables. Anyone 
thought how many local kids might be attending the 
Glenlyon primary school today if it was still part of the 
Education Department.   
 

Is paradise lost? Sold to the highest bidder! 
Dan Harris, Glenlyon 

A  new ratepayer funded sculpture for Glenlyon Dam 
There is a generally felt opposition to the sculpture 
and its proposed location in the wider Glenlyon 

community. This view obviously is not shared by all. 
Judgement of the merits of the sculpture is subjective and in 
all probability it is too late to change because of contractual 
obligations entered into by Hepburn Shire. 
 

The location of the sculpture is another matter altogether. 
Members of the community might remember the saga of “The 
Vault” (better known as “The Yellow Peril”) commissioned by 
the Melbourne City Council in the late 70’s. This was 
originally located (expense was part of the controversy) in the 
City Square. Public backlash meant it was subsequently 
moved (at further expense) to a low-profile location on an 
underused, read hidden, bank of the Yarra. The reader 
should not be surprised to see both a parallel and a 
precedent. 
 

There are other very good reasons to select a more suitable 
location. What, apart from a great community, is the main 
attraction of Glenlyon? Wonderful natural beauty would be a 
major argument in any such discussion. Which then begs the 
question, does the spring-fed never drying up tree-ringed 
Glenlyon dam need a bright shiny affectation? Draw your 
own conclusion. Or does the Hepburn Shire “Art Trail” 
concept have a social media “click harvesting” aspect re-
creating an Instagram trinket? Older community members 
could discuss this with under 30s. 

A more tangible reason to select another location is that 
during a bushfire emergency the carpark end of the dam, 
almost always becomes the epicentre of the defence of the 
town and local district. 
 

A quick fill pump is deployed there with support vehicles, 
potentially multiple strike teams (comprising of five tankers 
and a lead vehicle each) and parking area for local 
volunteers who might have joined the local brigade effort 
after the initial callout. Apart from space requirements, the 
reflective nature of polished stainless steel would only add to 
the confusion: smoke, darkness, floodlighting and multiple 
vehicle emergency beacons. 
 

So where else could it go? Cited in this publication (January 
ed. 227) the inspiration for this sculpture came from viewing 
and interacting with someone filling up water from the 
Glenlyon Reserve mineral water pump. Put it there, artistic 
honesty ensured and no interference with any bushfire 
suppression activities. Subjective opinions of merit or scenic 
disruptions need not apply.  
 

Speaking with a very community-minded, generous with time 

and effort, local senior citizen about this costly project, his 

reaction was “I’m a bit old now for all this, but I think the 

money could be better spent on a new toilet at the Glenlyon 

Hall.” Anyone agree? 

Name and address supplied 

“The Drop”, when it rains it pours 
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No, Minister: Community Consultation, or Confusion? 
By Anon 

T he former Minister for Administrative Affairs has 
suffered a humiliating electoral defeat. A new 
Minister has taken charge, or has she? Let’s hope 

that she can assert control over the Civil Service mandarins, 
even though the wily Sir Humphrey has quit. At least Private 
Secretary Bernard seems to be on her side. 
 

Minister: Bernard, I am being bombarded with objections 
to planning applications, some of which the department won’t 
let me see. And some have been approved by officers 
without Cabinet endorsement. 
Bernard: Yes, Minister. Sir Humphrey took advantage of 
the change of government to push through some changes of 
procedure. It was always his view that the Service knows 
best, and that ministers should do as directed, I mean, 
advised. 
Minister: Another thing, Bernard. I am trying to under-
stand this new Community Engagement Policy. My initial 
briefing was that we already had a community consultation 
strategy in place, and were about to appoint local “charter 
groups” to assist us. 
Bernard: Change of administration, change of direction. 
Public engagement is the latest governmental fad, here and 
abroad. An international association has been promoting it 
and even created a convenient “tool kit” for us to follow. 
Minister: How is this going to work? 
Bernard: We have begun by consulting people on how 
they wish to be consulted. With on-line surveys and pop-up 
sessions. Offering all kinds of communication options short of 
carrier pigeons and smoke signals from hilltops.  
Minister: And then what? 
Bernard: A complex, lengthy process whereby we 
undertake to inform, consult, involve, collaborate with and 
empower our communities. Culminating in a promise: “We 
will implement what you decide.” That signifies a huge 

culture shock - if indeed it really happens. 
Minister: But will it? Will the Government take any 
notice?  
Bernard: Not if the mandarins can help it. Undoubtedly 
terms and conditions will apply. As Sir Humphrey used to 
say, democracy needs to be guided, if not constrained. He 
meant by professionals like himself. And, of course, we – not 
the communities – will choose their “representatives”. 
Minister: Well, I certainly believe in listening to my 
constituents. But what about the Glenlyon & District 
Community Plan? Some of my supporters were expecting to 
be selected for the charter group to help review it. 
Bernard: Put on hold, Minister. Suspended in deference 
to the new Community Engagement Policy. Actually, the 
revised Glenlyon Community Plan should have been 
completed two years ago. 
Minister: So what went wrong? 
Bernard: The Community Development Officer working 
co-operatively with community leaders at the time was 
suddenly terminated in circumstances I cannot disclose, as 
this happened under your predecessor’s reign.  
Minister: How did charter groups come into the 
equation?  
Bernard: New CDO, new approach, Minister. Totally 
unnecessary, in my humble opinion. The Ministry already 
knew what the citizens of your electorate and elsewhere 
wanted and didn’t want. Our planning consultants conducted 
a comprehensive survey of public opinion and the excellent 
report of their findings was published in February of last year. 
Minister: What was the outstanding message? 
Bernard: The overwhelming response from Glenlyon was 
that its residents cherished its rural character and charm, and  
strongly were opposed to the kind of closer urban develop-
ment to which you are now getting all those objections. 
Minister: It doesn’t look good, does it, Bernard? 
Bernard: No, Minister!  

A  smaller than usual crowd gathered at Glenlyon Reserve this year for the flag lowering ceremony. The fewer 
numbers could be a way to show support for indigenous protest about the date; because of a waning interest in the 
concept of a national day; as an indication of the changing demographic of Glenlyon with many of the older 

residents leaving the area or it could be that we are just not feeling safe about coronavirus yet. Maybe the changeable 
weather put a lot of people off, or It could also be that in an increasingly busy world, fewer people have time for this kind of 
community gathering. Regardless, the time-honoured ritual progressed as usual.  
 

Musical entertainment started early, and if the songs were a little dated, the performance was first class. Bob Kennedy took 
charge of the proceedings and welcomed the honoured guests. After drawing attention to the old racetrack and trees 
planted in 1898 he reminded those assembled that a word in the National Anthem has been changed from “young and 
free” to “one and free”, however if appears that short term memory loss was a problem for many of the singers. 
 

Following the National Anthem, honoured guest Catherine King, Federal MP for Ballarat reflected in her address, how 
things have changed since this time last year when bush fires were the main topic. She commented how, although it is now 
coronavirus instead of fires, it is still often the volunteers whom we have to thank for helping to keep us safe. Although we 
have not been able to see as many people during restrictions, she said that connections to neighbours and family have 
become more important and expressed the hope that those connections would continue to be valued into the future. 
Holcombe Ward Councillor Juliet Simpson spoke on behalf of Hepburn Shire Council on this year’s theme of “Reflect, 
Respect and Celebrate”. Former Hepburn Shire councillor John Cottrell led the assemblage in recitation of the public 
affirmation of loyalty. 
Bob Kennedy had a few more words to say on the subject of long-ago wars and how the “Great” War was called the “war to 
end all wars” - but didn’t. He invited all to partake of the free BBQ provided by Hepburn Shire Council while listening to 
some more entertainment from Peter Walsh. Finally, the Australian flag was ceremoniously lowered to be put away for 
another year.  

Australia Day 
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That’s Progress 

T he first Glenlyon Progress Meeting for 2021 was held at the Hall on Monday 1 February. Due to 
Coronavirus restrictions, this was the first meeting able to be held for a long time, a fact 
emphasised by the previous minutes tabled for acceptance being dated 3 February the 

previous year. Everyone pleased to be back, the socially-spaced members present got down to 
business under the Chair of new President, Kaye Powell. 
 
Routine items were worked through quickly and efficiently. User groups are now able to be back at the Hall and some of 
these are mentioned in this publication under “Briefly”. If any other groups wish to publicise their activities, they are invited 
to do so by contacting the editor via phone (5348 7792) or email (glenlyonnews@gmail.com). Hall bookings are now being 
accepted by the Hall Booking Officer. Paint Glenlyon will not be returning this year due to the still unpredictable nature of 
the virus and the lack of time available for preparation before Easter. It is anticipated that Paint Glenlyon 2022 will proceed 
next year with more optimism and time to organise. 
 
In April it will be 20 years since Glenlyon District News was launched and celebrations are being organised around the 
weekend of 15-17 April to mark the occasion. It is expected this will include an exhibition of all the photos taken of events 
and people over the years. They are a fascinating record of a small community with many of the subjects having either left 
us, or grown up with families of their own. More details will be forthcoming as they come to hand.  
 
The meeting looked set for an early close when the subject of property development in Glenlyon was raised from the floor. 
An animated, but civilised debate took place before a Motion was put forward, overwhelmingly supported by those 
present, to place those concerns before Council. Accordingly a Special Meeting of Glenlyon Progress Members has been 
scheduled for 1 March, this being the earliest practical date after consultation with GPA Constitution. This meeting will be 
open to financial members only and will be for the purpose of a vote on Resolution to be put to Council.  A burst of 
membership renewals and a flurry of new member applications have been received in an obvious and cynical effort to 
influence the outcome of the vote for a particular point of view. It is pleasing to see the renewed interest in GPA, however 
this activity could result in a bidding war with both sides canvassing support in the community, which not only defeats the 
purpose of holding the vote but may also not have the expected outcome. 
 
GPA is planning to host an open community meeting at a future date with invited representatives from relevant organisa-
tions to hear all sides of the issue. 
 
The next General GPA meeting will be held at the Hall on Monday 5 April. 

By Wendy McKillop 

F urther to last month’s GDN, it appears that the wording of the Motion put to Council at their meeting of 22 December 
2020 in regard to delegating approval of Planning Permits to Council Officers was confusing.  
 

Cr Juliet Simpson has since provided clarification, 
“The Authorization and Delegation Report is a standard Council report presented to all 79 Council’s in the State. The 
Authorization and Delegation Report provide the delegated authority for officers to be able to fulfill their roles under 
specified legislation. In this case it was the Planning and Environment Act. The report did not provide officers with any 
additional powers than they already had. The Authorisation and delegation report requires delegations to be provided to 
individuals and not positions. The reports pick up new and amended legislation. The motion provides the appropriate staff 
within the Council to be authorised officers for the purpose of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and to enforce 
various acts, regulations or local laws in accordance with the powers granted to them under legislation Further, the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 doesn’t allow for powers to be sub delegated, so by delegating these powers directly 
from Council it ensures that Council avoid decisions being challenged on the basis that delegation wasn’t appropriate … In 
brief the motion was updating the names of the employees in the planning department. It is an annual report and nothing 
has changed.” 
 

On the subject of who pays for the Spring Street extension Cr Juliet Simpson has advised  
“Any upgrade or construction of street infrastructure to support the new development on Spring Street is funded by the 
developer and must be constructed to the standard directed by the responsible authority. The cost of the Spring Street 
extension is not known as the required infrastructure has not been determined/specified as far as Council is aware. The 
developer pays for the new Spring Street extension. Council will then accept the assets for ongoing maintenance and 
management.” 
 

Clarification 
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Glenlyon District News  Are you getting your copy every month? 

The original and only not-for-profit community publication serving Glenlyon district since 2001  

The Glenlyon  District News , is delivered free to mailboxes in the Glenlyon region,  

is available at Glenlyon Hall in the yellow box located on the fenceline at the southwest corner,  
Darryl Wilson Optometrists, 75 Vincent Street, Daylesford, and online at www.glenlyon.vic.au 

If you would prefer to receive your copy via email, let us know at glenlyonnews@gmail.com  

Brigade Activities 

A  sharp-eyed member of our community has noticed that our unique sculpture planned for location at Glenlyon Dam, 
is not so unique after all. On a Melbourne City Council website (https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/arts-and-culture/
art-outdoors/public-art-melbourne/test-sites/artists-archive/Pages/yu-fang-

chi.aspx) The Drop by Yu Fang Chi is described as  
“The work Drop (sic), is a to homage to the beauty of nature and represents the 
relationship and outlook towards the water that surrounds us… Through the movement 
and engagement with the sculpture, this project invites visitors to pause, appreciate and 
reconsider the contextual history and natural beauty of the city.”  
The application for this commission closed on 30 May 2020. 
 

Apparently being unsuccessful, undeterred, Yu Fang submitted the same sculpture to 
Hepburn Shire (application closed 10 June 2020) for deposit at Glenlyon where it was 
described by the artist, "The large reflective water drop brings a focus to the importance 
of water in our community and pays homage to the water elements of Glenlyon with 
particular attention to community interaction at the Dam and Mineral springs … This 
artwork invites to pause, appreciate and reconsider the contextual history and natural 
beauty” (https://m.facebook.com/hepburncouncil/posts/-glenlyon-public-art-commission-
awardedthe-glenlyon-public-art-commission-has-be/2727953234141577  
 

Our water must inspire creativity, because in a media release in GDN Issue 227 
(January 2021) titled “Dam Art Commission” Hepburn Shire eulogised, 
“Having spent time surveying sites around Glenlyon, the theme of water was ultimately 
decided on after a conversation between the artist and a local resident filling up water from the mineral pump. Yu Fang 
initiated a conversation and sampled the water. Noting the earthy scent and mineral taste, she heard how people love, and 
feel so proud of, the water in Glenlyon.” which makes one wonder why the Dam was chosen as a site for the sculpture 
when the mineral pump the “local resident” was filling up from is at the Reserve. Not even a city person could mistake a 
water pump for a dam. Since it is highly unlikely that anyone would be filling up with water from the Dam to drink, unless 
they are partial to protein in the form of pond life, the inspiration for The Drop appears to be the pump. 
 

Thank you to our Media Watcher. 

“The Drop”, when it rains it pours:  Same project presented twice 

By Andrew Azzopardi 

S o far, the 2020/21 fire season has been comparatively quiet thanks to the rain and overall cooler temperatures. Early 
this month Glenlyon Brigade responded to a structure fire in Spring Hill and on arrival discovered a caravan was 
already well alight. Unfortunately, even with the assistance from Spring Hill Brigade, the caravan could not be saved. 

The cause of the fire was investigated. 
 

Glenlyon Brigade Dinner and presentation of medals is set for Friday evening 25 June at Glenlyon Hall. This Brigade Dinner 
has a number of significant medals to be awarded, which couldn’t be presented last year due to Covid-19. These include a 
60-year medal as well as medals for 55 years, 50 years and 40 years. Confirmation of the cost, date and time for the Dinner 
will appear in the March and April editions of Glenlyon District News. Approval for construction of the covered BBQ area and 
seating behind the fire station is still in process somewhere between CFA Melbourne and District 15. We are hopeful this will 
come through soon so we can authorise the builder to start construction 
 

Election of Office Bearers for Glenlyon Brigade is due to take place in May. As is usual practice, all positions will become 
vacant. Positions to be filled are captain, secretary, treasurer, four lieutenants and various operational officer roles. 
 

Glenlyon Brigade is saying farewell to Susan Clarke. Susan has been a hardworking volunteer who carried out all 
photographic and framing work to record our history. This included group and individual photos of captains, secretaries, 
Ladies Auxiliary members and firefighters. She also worked to raise funds for the brigade through many second-hand book 
sales at Glenlyon Hall and carried out fund-raising barbecues at various community safety events. Thank you for all your 
dedicated work and we wish you all the best in your new home and future direction. 

Image from: https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/arts-and-
culture/art-outdoors/public-art-melbourne/test-sites/
artists-archive/Pages/yu-fang-chi.aspx 

https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/arts-and-culture/art-outdoors/public-art-melbourne/test-sites/artists-archive/Pages/yu-fang-chi.aspx
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/arts-and-culture/art-outdoors/public-art-melbourne/test-sites/artists-archive/Pages/yu-fang-chi.aspx
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/arts-and-culture/art-outdoors/public-art-melbourne/test-sites/artists-archive/Pages/yu-fang-chi.aspx
https://m.facebook.com/hepburncouncil/posts/-glenlyon-public-art-commission-awardedthe-glenlyon-public-art-commission-has-be/2727953234141577
https://m.facebook.com/hepburncouncil/posts/-glenlyon-public-art-commission-awardedthe-glenlyon-public-art-commission-has-be/2727953234141577
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Central Highlands Goat Club: 
Neil Pearson 0490 083 954 
 

Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:  
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167  
Jody Wallace, Vice President 5348 4245;  
 

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  

friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon CFA:  

Brett Mason 0408 391 842 

Juniors: Jess Newton 5348 7895 
 

Glenlyon CFA Volleyball:  

Colin Priest 5348 7674 
 

Glenlyon Craft Group: 

Jenny Chester 5348 7844 
 

Glenlyon Forest Group:  

Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 
 

Glenlyon Playgroup:  

Amanda 0438 847 682 
  

Glenlyon Pony Club:  

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176,  

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  

Joy Durston 5348 7542 
 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 
 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  

Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 
 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon Village Market:  

Dan Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Glenlyon Wool Crafters:  

Pam Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Hepburn Seeds Savers: 

Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com 
 

Insight Meditation:  

Frances Guerin 5348 7657 
 

Riding for the Disabled:   

Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

In the Garden with Murrell 

LOCAL GROUP   

CONTACTS 
Please contact individual groups regarding 

their present arrangements  

Glenlyon Weather Summary - January 2021 
By John Cable 

M urrell Osborne of Glenlyon (99mm) starts the year with a 
1mm lead in the rainfall stakes over Andrew Hitchman at 
Diary Flat Road (98mm) with the author at Butlers Lane last 

with 92mm. Thanks to the heavy rain on Friday 29 January, the 
totals were well above the long-term average of 45mm for the month. 
  

The BoM models indicate that La Nina conditions are beginning to 

weaken and will trend to neutral by Autumn, with rainfall forecast to 

be close to or above average for much of Australia over the next 

three months.  

By Murrell Osborne 

C ool weather and unusually strong winds 
have made for challenging gardening 

conditions.  
 

I have had to stake my sweet corn and watch 
my tomatoes form in abundance but ripen 
exceedingly slowly. However the zucchinis, 
which acknowledge no climatic difficulties, 
continue to be prolific.         

COMING UP 
 

Saturday 21 February 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Hall 9.am 1.00pm 

 

Thursday 25 February   
Long Table (formerly Dinner on the Deck) 

 

Friday 5 March 
Forest Film Society 

Hall 7.30pm 
 

Monday 5 April 
Glenlyon Progress Assoc Meeting 

Hall 8.00 pm 

ONGOING 
1st MONDAY of even months 
Glenlyon Progress Association 8pm 

 

MONDAYS weekly 
Yoga in the Hall 7am 

 

WEDNESDAY weekly 
Glenlyon Playgroup 10am-12noon,  

in the Hall 
 

Last  THURSDAY each month 
The Long Table Hall 7pm 

 

FRIDAY weekly 
Insight Meditation 9-10.30am  

55 Whitegum Drive, Wheatsheaf  
 

2nd & 4th FRIDAYS 
Wool Crafters meet in the Hall 10am 

 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Glenlyon Village Market 

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

1
st

 SUNDAY of each month 
Central Highlands Goat Club 

Glenlyon Hall 12.30pm 
 

3rd SUNDAY each month  
Pony Club Rally, Glenlyon Reserve  
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ART: 

Malleeart – Expert Picture Framing.  
George Jackson: 5348 7780 

BRICKLAYER: 
Shane Moiler – Quality brickwork, no job too small or too 
large.  
Free quote: 5348 7663, 0407 870 315 

ELECTRICIAN: 
Jamie Grant – Residential, commercial and Powercor 
authorised contractor.   
0434 357 882 

MAPS:  
Commercial and Community 
Mapsport Cartographic – Ken Dowling  
produces custom biz, recreation and tourist maps for 
internet or print. 5348 3792, ken@ocad.com.au  

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar Door, 
Regional Platters and Function Space available for Wed-
dings, Commitment Ceremonies and Special Occasions. 
Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.  
0427 239 334, Email info@wombatforestwines.com 

MASSAGE: 

Kinesiology and Sports Massage –  
Karralla Retreat Wheatsheaf.  
Kerryn for Holistic and Resonance Kinesiology and Coun-
selling. $100 per hour. 
kerryn@kerryn.com.au 
Derek for professional remedial and sports massage 
treatment.  
$80 - 60 minutes,  $45 - 30 minutes. 
derek.sedgman@ii.net 
Kerryn and Derek Sedgman: 5348 7607 
 

Myotherapist  
Emilia Sadler – Porcupine Ridge 
Specialised Soft Tissue Therapy-Massage, Myofascial Dry 
Needling, Chronic and Acute Injury Management; Postural 
Assessment and Corrective Exercise.  Fully Registered, 
Health Fund Rebates Available.  $90 per hour consultation 
($60 Concession). 0433 188 825 

EXCAVATIONS: 
Colin Bainbridge – Creative landscaping, bushfire miti-
gation-firebreaks, postholes, etc. 3t Excavator and Bob-
cat.  Good hourly rate.  
Colin 0417 746 059 
 

Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t Excavator. Landscaping, trench-
ing, stump and post holes, retaining walls and small drive-
ways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

FARM MAINTENANCE: 
Bohdan Evans of Catherine Farm 
Grass slashing 
Rural fencing 
Ph: 0423814393 
Email:bohdanevans@gmail.com 
Facebook: @Catherinefarmglenlyon 
 

Steve Schellekens – Need Farm Maintenance?  

Rural Fencing or Grass Slashing 

Contact Steve 0408 324 491 

email: sschellekens@bigpond.com 

PLUMBER: 
T Hughes Plumbing – All domestic and commercial 
plumbing and gas fitting. Air conditioning, heater inspection, 
roof plumbing. Free quotes 
Ring Toby  0439 616 343 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree climb-
er. Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. Chipping 
and stump grinding. Free quote contact Tyson  
0408 179 015  
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

B & B Rental: 
Glenlyon Country Cottage – Self-contained furnished one
-bedroom cottage with superb views over Loddon Valley. 
Queen size bedroom, light and comfortable living room and 
kitchen, new bathroom. Air conditioner.  
Single nights $120. Longer stays by negotiation.  
Robert:  tel/sms 0418 109 272 

CARPENTER/BUILDER:  
Tinetti Constructions - 
Damian Tinetti - Fully Licensed domestic and commercial 
builder with over 20 years carpentry experience.  
For a free quote call Damian 0448  001 119 

LOCAL  BUSINESS  DIRECTORY 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional Counselling 
Strength Centred counselling services for families, chil-
dren, young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ wel-
come. Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442  

Local businesses: 
 List your services here  

 

for $10.00 + GST per month and target the local market through a circulation of 600.  
 

Contact Wendy on 5348 7792 
Or email glenlyonnews@gmail.com 


