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Established 2001        Member CNAV 

By Wendy McKillop 

A  new form of theatre came to Glenlyon Hall on 
Saturday 6 March. Verbatim Theatre is a form of 
documentary theatre that is created from interviews 

with people who are connected to a real event or common 
subject. The interviews are then edited into a performance 
text which is performed by actors using the same words as 
the person interviewed.  
 

In Thrive, the performance at the Hall as part of the Chill Out 
Festival, the common subject was the experiences of 
sexually and gender diverse people in our local area. It 
explored themes of common 
experiences as people from 
various backgrounds and ages 
told their stories of early childhood 
and being a “little bit different”, to 
school days where “not fitting in 
with the accepted norm” was 
often a harrowing experience. 
Through the actors, stories were 
told of inner struggles to find 
identities: workplaces sometimes 
hostile, at other times accepting; 
and the minefields of personal 
relationships with families and 

eventual partners. Some of the stories, such as those of 
Kaye and Max, told of wisdom acquired with age and an 
acceptance of themselves and others in the wider world. For 
other, younger participants, the journey was just beginning. 
  

This was a first reading of a work-in-progress created by 
Cheyne Caddy, Ally Riches and Tiffani Walton, and while a 
little raw around the edges at present, Thrive shows great 
promise of being an important theatrical experience in the 
future. Cheyne has plans to polish the work with a full 
musical score and enhanced visual effects. On Saturday 
night, the performers, from Black Apple Theatre, demonstrat-

ed skill and empathy in their 
interpretations of difficult text, 
made more challenging by 
the presence in the audience 
of some of those whose 
stories they were telling. 
 

At time of writing the next 
performance of Thrive will be 
in Bendigo on Saturday 13 
March at the Engine Room 
and in the best theatrical 
tradition, we wish all the 
performers “break a leg” for 
the night. 

Cast and Director of Thrive at a Q&A with the audience after the 
performance 

Glenlyon District News Celebrates 20 years 

N ext month Glenlyon District News celebrates 20 years since the first edition comprising four pages appeared and 
was tentatively placed in the letterboxes around Glenlyon. To mark the occasion, an exhibition of photographs and 
archives will be held at the Glenlyon Hall on Friday 16 April at 6pm with an official Opening at 7pm, then 9am-1pm 

Saturday 17 April. The earliest photos were all in hard copy and these have now all been scanned to be included in a 
rolling display which documents 20 years of the area.  
 

Much has changed over that time and you are all invited to come and reminisce. Perhaps you can put a name or place on 
some of the ones that have escaped our memory. 
 

The Glenlyon & District News, as it was called then, was an initiative of Glenlyon Progress Association Secretary, David 
Levens, who approached Jill de Vos, editor of the Trentham Times. A committee of interested persons was formed to 
produce a community publication for all residents. 
 

A distribution area was decided that would encompass the old Glenlyon Roads Board areas of Coomoora, Porcupine 
Ridge, Wheatsheaf, Glenlyon, Denver and Drummond. The mission statement of the newsletter was, and still remains, to 
inform the community about events and issues that affect the local area. It was felt that the Daylesford Advocate at that 
time was Daylesford-centric and lacking in content relevant to Glenlyon and surrounds. Establishment of the Glenlyon & 
District News was supported by the Glenlyon Progress Committee members including Bob Kennedy and Denise Leonard 
under the auspice of GPA. 
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‘The Glenlyon Bus’  Timetable 

T he Glenlyon ‘bus’ will not be running until the 
COVID-19 pandemic has subsided.  
 

Unfortunately, a car ride involves close physical 
contact. As well, most of our drivers are in the ‘at risk’ age 
group and are asked to ‘stay at home’. 
 

However, for those residents who cannot drive, the 
Glenlyon drivers are able to assist with emergency 
shopping and for those who are feeling socially isolated, 
they are more than willing to have a chat on the phone. 
 

For more information, contact Jill Teschendorff on 
jt.bee@bigpond.com or 5348 7947  

Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue   
             0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

L imited Hall hire and activities have 
recommenced. 
For information contact Hall Booking 

officer Kaye 0498 575 664 or email 
hire@glenlyon.vic.au    
 

For information on all community events contact Joy 
Durston 5348 7542 or email events@glenlyon.vic.au  
    

GPA members will regularly be informed of events via 
email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another 
edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community 
information publication under the auspices of the 
Glenlyon Progress Association.  
 
The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News 
do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or 
Glenlyon Progress Association.   
 
Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to 
the Editor are encouraged.  
 
We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from 
you.  
 
Contact the editor by  
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com  
or telephone 5348 7792. 

Unless restrictions change our 
screenings for the remainder of 

Season 2 are:  
 

April 9 Japanese Story  
April screening takes place on 
the second Friday as the first 

Friday is Good Friday. 
May 7 to be announced.   
Start time 7.30pm sharp 

Hall Hire Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2021 

 

March        20  Glenlyon & District Riding Club 
        21 Glenlyon & District Pony Club 

Program 

Forest Film Society 3461 

Hand sanitiser and disinfectant 
wipes will be available.    

Soup and bread will not be provided 
as our self-serve system would not 

comply with regulations.  

Council Meetings 2021 

C ouncil meetings will be held on the third Tuesday of 
each month commencing at 6pm. 

The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s 
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au 
The live streaming of meetings via Council’s Facebook 
Page will continue and remain in place when in-person 
meetings resume to promote transparency and public 
engagement. 
Next meetings: Tuesday 20 April   
   Tuesday 18 May   
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Briefly 

 

 

Dangerous Local  Tree Affects Fire Station 

P lease be aware that access by CFA members and all general public to and 
through the Glenlyon Fire Station is restricted due to the presence of a 

dangerous tree in a neighbouring property. Please avoid the cordoned off area until 
the problem is rectified. 
 

You, Me & Biodiversity 

W ombat Forestcare is pleased that, having had to postpone the talk by Prof 
Arndt last year, it is able to host the talk at 1.30pm on Saturday 27 March at 

Trentham Neighbourhood Centre. 
Resilience of the Wombat Forest -- Professor Stefan Arndt 
Changes in climate are affecting forest ecosystems worldwide, leading to forest 
decline and in extreme cases, forest mortality. Over the past decade Professor 
Arndt of the University of Melbourne and its Burnley Campus has investigated forest 
growth processes and carbon uptake in the Wombat Forest, as well as the 
tolerance of key eucalyptus species to drought. Join us for an update on this 
important research and how we can build the resilience of the forest, a critical 
carbon sink, for the future. 
Please book on Try Booking: https://www.trybooking.com/BOWEL 
 

Vale: David Reeves  

T he death is announced of former Glenlyon CFA member David Reeves (Born 
Sidney George Smith) who died peacefully at 93 years of age in Sunbury on 

Saturday 20 February. David was a hard-working secretary of the Glenlyon 
Brigade and did a lot towards the purchase of the 'new truck'.  He had been living in 
Sunbury for the past 5 years. Loved father of Pamela, Elizabeth and Pippa  
   

Mental Health First Aid 

H epburn Shire Council & Youth Gurus are running a free Youth Mental Health 
First Aid workshop. Similar to regular First Aid, Youth Mental Health First Aid is 

an accredited course but for assisting young people experiencing mental health 
conditions. The 14-hour Youth Mental Health First Aid Course is for adults who 
work, live or care for adolescents, such as school staff, parents, sports coaches, 
community group leaders and youth workers. You will learn how to assist an 
adolescent who may be experiencing a mental health problem or mental health 
crisis until appropriate professional help is received or the crisis resolves, using a 
practical, evidence-based action plan.  
More about the course is available: https://mhfa.com.au/ 
Places are limited. Follow the link to register: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/youth
-mental-health-first-aid-tickets-142812876157 
 

Donation for Wildlife 

D an Harris would like to thank all those people who have donated to the 
proposed wildlife hospital. A donation bucket is at our local Glenlyon market 

and presently contains $1,100. Hepburn Wildlife Shelter is undertaking the huge 
mission of building a Central Victoria Wildlife Hospital for care and research of our 
most important native animal residents. Your help is needed to make it a reality. 
It is proposed to have information sessions around the shire including at Glenlyon. 
You can also help by donating to the Go Fund Me page  
https://www.gofundme.com/.../help-build-a-hospital-where... 
 

From the Desk of Cr Juliet Simpson 

S tage two of the Hepburn Together project is the development of the 10-year 
Community Vision and the 4-year Council Plan. Well-attended pop-up sessions 

were held Thursday night 11 March at the Clydesdale Hall and Friday evening 5 
March at the Glenlyon store. Thank you to all those who came and took part. If you 
have not already done so, can you please complete the survey either by going 
online at https://participate.hepburn.vic.gov.au/hepburn-together/community-vision  
or mailing your completed guide to hepburntogether@hepburn.vic.gov.au  by 19 
March. The more people we hear from, the better we will be able to reflect your 
wishes when formulating the 10 and 4-year plans. 

I  always had a sense that I had 
grown up with the Queen as a role 

model of a responsible, dignified and 
strong woman. Through the years we 
have shared her joys and pains of 
motherhood, her smooth handling of 
her scallywag husband and sympa-
thised with her as she handled the 
inevitable scandals associated with a 
family living in the spotlight, so it was 
with interest that I sat down to watch 
the Meghan and Harry interview with 
Oprah Winfrey.  
 

Allotted a timeslot of two hours, at 
least half of that time was taken up 
with advertisements. Usually a fair 
indication of the target audience for 
any program is the kind of advertising 
that is shown in the breaks. In this 
case three different online gambling 
companies, including a truly awful 
offering from Ladbrokes, a beer ad, 
one for an off-road vehicle and, oddly, 
one for a furniture store, makes me 
wonder just what kind of audience 
was expected. Clearly it was not little 
old ladies like myself, but aimed 
instead at beer-drinking, gambling 
yobbos. This struck me as being a bit 
strange as the tacky, women’s 
magazines are the ones to promote 
everything “Royal”. Is there a secret 
cohort of beefy, risk-taking blokes to 
whom the trials and tribulations of life 
in the royal palace are of great 
fascination? 
 

Of the interview itself, I applaud the 
skill of Oprah, as well as Meghan’s 
poise and Harry’s touching sincerity 
as he revealed the difficult decisions 
they faced. All families have difficult 
situations and to endure them in the 
full glare of a predatory press would 
only make even the slightest problem 
a lot worse. Does it lessen my opinion 
of Her Maj in any way? Not in the 
least. It will be interesting to see how 
all the players react to this latest 
episode. The best situation would be 
for apologies all round and a real 
effort to heal, but nothing was learned 
out of Diana’s tragedy so we should 
not expect much to change now. Top 
marks to Harry and Meghan for calling 
it like it is, and I bet there are a few of 
his close family who envy him his 
newly-won freedom. 

Alice 

Ramblings from the  

Bramble Patch 

https://www.trybooking.com/BOWEL
https://mhfa.com.au/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/youth-mental-health-first-aid-tickets-142812876157
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/youth-mental-health-first-aid-tickets-142812876157
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-build-a-hospital-where-the-wild-ones-are?fbclid=IwAR38PibJTkn38HMzb2bEi4zpsr8m44sNngvXx9bPGuVueIXi7qn1qnk5EI8
https://participate.hepburn.vic.gov.au/hepburn-together/community-vision
mailto:hepburntogether@hepburn.vic.gov.au
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Bund S Ratt 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT POLICY   

Hepburn Shire Council recognises the strong commitment of our citizens and stakeholders to public participation. We 

embrace this commitment and its important role in contributing to Council decision making. 
  

https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Hepburn-Shire-Community-Engagement-Policy.pdf   

The Meeting That Never Was 

My cousin in the Butchers’ Union building tells me its members are complaining 
about a shortage of paper. 
And my uncle in the stationery business says they can’t keep up with the high 
demand for felt-tip pens and sticky dots. 

By Wendy McKillop 

A fter a very tense build-up in the preceding weeks, 31 
Glenlyon Progress Association (GPA) members and 
five observers met at the Hall for a Special GPA 

meeting to vote on whether or not to forward a resolution to 
Council. 
 

The proposed special resolution is as follows: 
By resolution of a special meeting on 1 March 2021 the 
Glenlyon Progress Association (GPA) endorses the concerns 
expressed by many community members at what they regard 
as over-development of open land within the township 
boundaries of Glenlyon. These expressions of concerns 
accord with the findings of Hepburn Shire Council’s planning 
consultants (Hepburn Shire Planning Scheme Review: 
Stakeholder and Community Engagement Report, 12 Febru-
ary 2020). GPA also notes the Shire’s commitment in its 
planning strategy to “planning for growth in a sustainable 
manner.” GPA therefore calls on Hepburn Shire Council to 
constrain further subdivision of land used for farming within 
the township boundaries and further subdivision of existing 
Crown allotments until it establishes a plan, structure or 
framework - acceptable to the majority of the Glenlyon 
community - to protect the rural village character of Glenlyon, 
taking particular account of the lack of a reticulated water 
supply and sewerage, the problems of on-site effluent 
disposal, and a potentially excessive extraction of water  
 

Those with opposing viewpoints seated themselves on either 
side of the Hall like friends of the bride and groom at a mixed 
wedding where the families did not get on. Papers were 
shuffled in folders and the expectation in the air was palpable 
despite the light-hearted chitchat. The old Shire Ballot Box 
had been dusted off and was ready to receive the secret 
ballots which would decide the vote under the watchful eye 
of an independent scrutineer.  
 

Under Rules of the GPA Constitution no other business 
could be raised or motions proposed at this meeting.   
Members would be invited to speak for or against the motion, 
then a vote taken. A majority vote of 75% of those in attend-
ance was needed for a decision in favour. If the special 
resolution was adopted, the Committee of Management 
would convey it to Hepburn Shire Council and Goulburn 
Murray Water. 
 

President Kaye Powell took the chair and called the meeting 
to order with the now usual preliminary acknowledgements 
and preamble. Kaye explained the background to the resolu-

tion: at the last General GPA meeting a member had asked if 
development in the Glenlyon township area was an issue for 
GPA to take up. Discussion resulted in the motion, supported 
by the overwhelming majority present, that the question of 
GPA’s position on sustainable development in Glenlyon be 
put to the membership and that the Committee of Manage-
ment (CoM) should draft a suitable resolution expressing 
concern. There was just one unfortunate problem. In calling 
for the Special Meeting, a typo had slipped through and Rule 
32 (2) was quoted to authorise it instead of Rule 31, under 
which the meeting was in fact called. On the surface it may 
seem like a small detail, but in the hands of the legally 
qualified and those experts trained to look for minute details, 
it became a major question of debate as to whether the 
meeting was valid or not. While the majority of the members, 
who were only interested in the question they were called to 
consider, sat mute, point and counterpoint was argued by the 
experts until it was finally declared that no, the meeting was 
not valid, and so was ended and everyone packed up and 
went home. A bit of a fizzer, one would think. 
 

Last year GPA came in for considerable unjustified accusa-
tions that the CoM acted unilaterally in opposing shooting at 
the Reserve without consulting its members. In that instance 
neither GPA nor the CoM was involved and in fact many of 
those who were involved, aren’t members of GPA. This year, 
when GPA CoM sought, quite reasonably, to canvass the 
approval of members for an expressed stand on a local issue 
as raised by one of the members at a General Meeting, they 
were stymied, interestingly by some of those who opposed 
the motion. 
 

The GPA is happy to host a public meeting for every interest-
ed resident to attend, put their view forward and hear from 
Council, Goulburn Murray Water and other experts. This was 
requested at the last GPA General Meeting but it will not be 
a GPA event restricted to members, the CoM will just do the 
work to get the groups together. If another organisation, 
group or individual in Glenlyon would like to take on this task 
CoM is happy to help. Everyone needs to be informed about 
all the issues at stake.  
 

Council has expressly asked our opinions on how we want 
our community to progress; there is nothing to prevent any 
individual person or other group from independently express-
ing their own opinions on the question of development in 
Glenlyon, or indeed surrounding areas, to Council directly.  
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Brigade Activities 

By Andrew Azzopardi 

G lenlyon Brigade responded to a single car accident on 
Malmsbury Road, Wheatsheaf at 11.30am on 
Wednesday 3 February. The single occupant, a male 

who had driven from NSW, suffered major injuries when the 
vehicle left the road and hit a tree. Glenlyon Tankers assisted 
Daylesford Brigade and Rescue for the two hours it took to 
free the occupant before he was transported by Air 
Ambulance to hospital.  
 

In the previous edition of Glenlyon News, I reported on the 
caravan fire at  Spring Hill. Further to the report, congratula-
tions are in order for Glenlyon members, as well as Spring 
Hill and Daylesford members who demonstrated quick 
thinking when a fire-fighter from Spring Hill Brigade suffered a 
health emergency. The incident was reported in The Midland 
Express of Tuesday 9 March. It is understood the person is 
now making a satisfactory recovery. It was only due to the 
foresight of a second defibrillator being available in the 
Glenlyon Tanker, and the instinct of our member to pick up 
both the first aid kit and defibrillator when the incident 
occurred.  
 

There is a hazardous tree in a 
Local property adjacent to the 
Glenlyon fire station. If this 
tree falls, it will most likely 
land in the car parking area at 
the station. In order to protect 
people and property, the car 
parks have been cordoned off. 
There is no access to the car 
parks from the entrance on 
Barkly Street. There is also no 
access between Barkly and Eldon streets through the station. 
Members driving to the station should use the rear entrance 
on Eldon Street. The security cameras show quite a bit of  
non-CFA traffic, both pedestrian and vehicular, using the fire 
station as a thoroughfare. These people may not be aware of 
the hazard. 
 

Glenlyon Brigade has learnt of the recent death of former 
member, David Reeves, who died aged 93 in Sunbury on 
Saturday 20 February. David was Brigade Secretary during 
the mid 1990’s until 2000 and one of the team who worked 
tirelessly to raise awareness and funds for the brigade 
community Tanker 2 at the time. This was achieved through 
work of the Ladies Auxiliary, community car-boot sales, car 
scrap metal recycling and donations from residents. David 
would regularly hop onto the truck and doorknock to discuss 
with residents our need for a second Tanker. He was a 
resident of Sunbury over a number of years. David’s funeral 
service was held at Sunbury Bowling Club on Friday 26 
February. Our condolences to members of David’s family 
including daughters Pamela, Elizabeth and Pippa. 
 

A program of controlled burns and candling of trees will soon 
be underway in Wheatsheaf over the coming months as part 
of the Wheatsheaf Firescape Project. Reducing fine fuel and 
other small to medium size plants can slow down the spread 
of a bushfire and lower its intensity, making fire fighting much 
safer and the fires easier to put out. The Glenlyon Group/
Glenlyon Fire Brigade will be involved with these burns.  
 

The Glenlyon Brigade Dinner and Presentation of medals has 
been confirmed for Friday 25 June, at 6.30 for 7.00pm at 
Glenlyon Hall. The community is warmly invited to share the 
evening with Brigade members. The cost  for the dinner is 
$25 per person and numbers are restricted to 37 for seating. 
Gary Thomas from Spade to Blade will cater. BYO drinks and 
we ask guests to take away their empties. 
Payment can be made by direct deposit to Glenlyon Fire 
Brigade BSB 633-000 account number 108 950 676, 
including your surname in the description. Alternatively, 
payments can be made directly to Margret Lockwood at 64 
Barkly Street, Glenlyon or you can call in to Glenlyon Fire 
Station on Sunday mornings to make payment.  
As there was no Brigade Dinner held last year due to COVID-
19 restrictions, a number of significant medals for long 
service are due to be awarded, including 60-year medal as 
well as 55 years, 50 years and 40 years.  

F ungi are diverse, delicious and sometimes deadly. With interest in 
foraging for wild food on the rise, learning to accurately identify 
fungi reduces both poisoning risk to humans and harm to the 

environment. 
 

This extensively illustrated guide, Wild Mushrooming by renowned fungi 
expert, Alison Pouliot, takes a ‘slow mushrooming’ approach – providing 

the information to correctly identify a few edible 
species thoroughly, rather than many superficial-
ly. It models ‘ecological foraging’ – an approach 
based on care, conservation and a deep 
understanding of ecosystem dynamics. 
 

Wild Mushrooming then takes us into the kitchen 
with cooking techniques and recipes from a 
variety of cuisines. 
 

https://alisonpouliot.com/books/ 
 

With thanks to Wombat Forestcare Newsletter - Issue 55 

Wild Mushrooming - A Guide for Foragers  Residents’ 

Public Meeting 
 

Dear Glenlyon district people 
 

Please come and share your thoughts about 
the development of Glenlyon at an informal 

and friendly meeting at Glenlyon. 
Your views and questions matter, and will be 

collected and delivered directly to all 
councillors, Hepburn Shire Council and 

Goulburn Murray Water.  
 

7pm Thursday, 8 April  
Glenlyon Shire Hall 

Barkly Street 
 

Tea & Cake supplied 
 

Inquiries: Noela 0417 198 588 
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Glenlyon District News  
Are you getting your copy every month? 

The original and only not-for-profit community publication serving Glenlyon district since 2001  

The Glenlyon  District News , is delivered free to mailboxes in the Glenlyon region,  

is available at Glenlyon Hall in the yellow box located on the fenceline at the southwest corner,  
Darryl Wilson Optometrists, 75 Vincent Street, Daylesford,  

and online at www.glenlyon.vic.au 
If you would prefer to receive your copy via email, let us know at glenlyonnews@gmail.com  

By Jill de Vos on board Sailing Vessel Eucalyptus  

C ongratulations to Wendy and the team on the 20
th
 anniversary of the Glenlyon and District News. 

 

The night we launched the Glenlyon News is a night I will never forget. It was Holy Thursday, the 12
th
 of April 2001 

when I stood with Max O’Shea and cut the ribbon at the Glenlyon General Store. It was a cold evening and we 
drove the chill off with champagne and a sausage sizzle.  
 

After the launch I went home with my daughter and son, Alex and Nick. We didn’t have a mobile phone but we did have an 
answering machine. There were three messages on the machine. All were from my mother in Lancefield. The first said, 
your father is sick, the second said, your father is very sick, the third said, quite abruptly, your father is dead. We bundled 
up the two dogs and headed over to Lancefield for the start of a very long night. 
 
That was 20 years ago and much water has 
passed under the bridge. Glenlyon is a 
different place now and a few locals that 
helped me start GDN have left the district -  
David and Tania Levens and Jenny and 
Graham Ellender. Wendy and Andrew have 
remained as the stalwarts of the GDN. 
 

I am now sitting on our boat 14,500 
kilometres away, on the Lycian Coast of 
Turkey, in the little agricultural town of Finike, 
famous for its oranges. We have been away 
from Australia for two years and I have to 
confess, I still miss Glenlyon. I miss waving to 
everyone, chatting and coffee at the General 
Store, the clean air, swimming in the murky 
waters of the dam in summer, the walk 
around the reserve and along the creek, but 
certainly not the freezing wet days in winter.  
 

I hope GDN continues as a valuable means 
of relaying information and building 
community spirit in the Glenlyon district.  
www.eucalyptusleaves.com 

By Beverly Risstrom 

N o doubt when you drive through Coomoora you will see young people of all 
ages and sizes bouncing on the trampoline - most likely they will be the 
Coomoora Kangaroos.  

 

A few years ago, when Beverly and Peter Risstrom sold their house, the new 
owners weren’t interested in the trampoline. The local neighbourhood kids were! 
They lobbied Beverly and Peter to move the trampoline, and even raised half the 
funds to buy a new mat. The young people also held a meeting to establish rules, 
which basically boil down to “be kind”.  
 

Coomoora has the youngest population with lots of young families, and there’s not a 
lot places to “hang out”. There are about 25 kids who bounce regularly. 

Joeys Abound at Coomoora 

20 Years On 

Original Glenlyon & District News committee: Andrew Azzopardi, Wendy McKillop, Jill de Vos, 
David Levens, Tania Levens and Graham Ellender 

http://www.eucalyptusleaves.com
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No, Minister: Art v. Utility 

By Anon 

T he Minister is settling in to her arduous new role, 
but vocal constituents remain a distraction. Private 
secretary Bernard is being his sympathetic, helpful 

and sometimes flippant self. 
 
Minister: Bernard, it’s not just planning issues that are 
stirring up controversy. Now we are getting objections to the 
sculpture to be erected beside the Glenlyon Dam. 
Bernard: At least it’s not a statue of your predecessor. 
Minister: Don’t be flippant, Bernard. The Prime Minister 
has stated that no one objected to the artwork or the 
proposed site at the local information meeting we held.  
Bernard: Not surprising, Minister. Some people take their 
time to express their views. Others recall that such meetings 
in the past were not to ask residents what their opinions but 
for us to tell them what we had pre-determined. 
Minister: Well, I hope that things will be different now 
under  our new administration, and with Sir Humphrey gone. 
Bernard: I wouldn’t bet on it, Minister. There two related  
issues here: the sculpture itself, and where it should go. As 
to the former, most people know nothing about art but they 
know what they don’t like. 
Minister: Quite so, Bernard. But it’s more the placing 
than the artwork itself. Although someone wrote to our 
esteemed local newsletter arguing that the money allocated 
for the sculpture could be more usefully applied to rebuilding 
public toilets at the Glenlyon Hall! 
Bernard: As you know, Minister, the gleaming sculpture 
was designed to be evocative of water and hence its 
positioning to overlook the dam. So the only association 
between  “Drop”, as the artist named it, and a toilet are that 
both are connected, one symbolically, the other literally, to 
water. 

Minister: Very droll, Bernard. Of course, the funding 
could not be diverted even if we wanted to, which we 
certainly don’t. Different legislative authorisation, different 
works programs, different budget allocations. 
Bernard: Absolutely, Minister. The vexed question of 
more public toilets in Glenlyon and where they should be, if 
indeed they are really needed at all, remains to be settled. 
No relief there on the radar, especially as we aren’t exactly 
flush with funds. 
Minister: Spare me your lavatorial allusions, Bernard. 
These are serious matters. So far as the Government is 
concerned, all the proper processes were followed with 
regard to the sculpture, and so I doubt that there will be any 
change of plan.  
Bernard: No, Minister. “ Drop”  is not for the drop. 
Minister: And I certainly don’t buy the Philistine 
argument that the Government should not promote or 
financially support culture in its various forms. 
Bernard: That reminds me of the infamous exclamation 
by Hitler’s fat henchman, Hermann Goering: “Whenever I 
hear the word ‘culture’, I reach for my revolver”. Ironic, 
seeing that he was the world’s most notorious collector of 
other people’s art - stolen for him from Jewish families and 
from Nazi-occupied territories. 
Minister: I prefer to recall the lovely quote, “ A thing of 
beauty is a joy forever”. By the poet Keats, wasn’t it? 
Bernard: Yes, Minister. Although if your predecessor 
were to hear the words “Joy forever”, he would reach for his 
revolver, if he had one. 
Minister: No love lost between him and a certain stalwart 
of what he termed “Fortress Glenlyon”, or so I understand. 
Bernard: No, Minister. 

A t a special meeting on 23 February, Council adopted the Community Engagement Policy 
(Policy), part of the Hepburn Together project. The Policy was drafted after significant 
input and feedback from the community.   

Following analysis of the engagement findings, ten recommendations were developed and used 
to inform the Policy and future engagement practices. Key areas considered included Planning, 
Communication, Continuous Improvement/Reporting, Transparency and Consistent Engage-
ment. The detailed recommendations for each section are contained in the Hepburn Together Engagement Summary Report 
available on Council’s Participate Hepburn website. Council have accepted all recommendations and have undertaken to 
implement them all.  
 

Mayor, Cr Lesley Hewitt, said the policy is the first step in improving the way Council engages with the community. 
“We’ve heard loud and clear from the community that they want more meaningful engagement. This Policy reflects 
community aspirations for community engagement and will set clear processes for what sort of engagement should be 
undertaken, depending on a project’s complexity, impact, budget and other factors. Council consulted widely with our 
community prior to drafting the policy. We are very pleased that over 300 community members took the time to provide 
feedback on the Policy through our pop-up sessions across the Shire and the online survey. This is significant and we’ve 
embraced the community feedback which drove the development of the Policy,” said Cr Hewitt. 
 

Council is committed to improving our community engagement practices and over the coming months will establish a regular 
email newsletter to keep residents updated on projects and key issues impacting the Shire, and will reinstate the popular 
‘Listening Posts’ program in each ward. For more on the Community Engagement Policy and the Hepburn Together project 
visit https://participate.hepburn.vic.gov.au/.   

Council Adopts Recommendations 

https://participate.hepburn.vic.gov.au/
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90 Years of War and Peace: Part 2 Mostly Peace - or was it? 

By Wendy McKillop from an interview of Claude Forell on the 
occasion of his 90th birthday. 

L ast month we looked at Claude Forell’s early years: 
leaving Germany on the last boat out in 1939, arrival in 
Australia and the family’s status as Aliens. We followed 

Claude’s education, from remedial class learning English to 
culminating in attending Melbourne University where he 
studied Political Science, History, Psychology and Criminolo-
gy and became heavily involved in student journalism.   
 

The student newspaper at Melbourne University was called 
Farago and one of the editors was well-known historian, 
Geoffrey Blainey. When he left, Claude took over editorship. 
It taught him a lot about student politics. There were two 
teams, one led by Claude and the other by Ian Siggins who 
was an evangelical Christian. Needless to say there was a 
philosophical difference of opinion: Claude wanted to run it as 
a newspaper, not as a propaganda sheet. One of the 
offshoots of Farago was that each newspaper had a 
university correspondent and one year he managed to get the 
job of Sun News Pictorial correspondent, but they never 
published very much. However when, in 1952 The Age 
correspondent left the university, Claude was able to switch 
over and get a lot of stories into that paper. At the end of 
1952 they offered him a third year cadetship, which was the 
start of his very long career with The Age.  
 

Journalism in those days was very different. Claude recalls 
that only five women were on staff, four who of whom 
covered the women’s pages and one who was the religion 
editor. David Syme, Editor, was a dour Scottish Presbyterian, 
so there weren’t many Catholics on the staff either, let alone 
foreigners. While perhaps not the first foreign-born member 
of the staff, Claude was the only one at the time and the first 
with a university education; the usual way of recruiting staff 
was as a copy-boy at the age of 16 and work your way up. 
 

Claude’s first job as cadet was the shipping reporter, which 
he considered to be the best job on the paper. At the time 
most arrivals into Australia came by ship, so Claude would 
meet the ships as they came in and interview whoever he 
could. Celebrities, politicians, immigrants, crew, all had their 
stories. Nor did he confine his attention to the ships. 
Dockside workers, Customs officers, Victoria Dock Police all 
became Claude’s contacts and a source of stories about drug 
busts, strikes and criminal activity. At the same time he kept 
in touch with Pilot and tug boat officers. A typical day would 
involve a lot of legwork: 2pm start to check-in, then down 
Collins Street calling in at every shipping office, Waterside 
Workers Union, Stevedoring Office and Harbour Trust on the 
way to the docks, then back to write it all up in time for the 
morning edition.  
 

After four years Claude moved to the Western Round in the 
west of the city, covering railways, tramways, Board of 
Works, Post Office and public health. Here he attended 
weekly meetings of the Health Commission, and got a lot of 
stories about the innovative drugs and ideas from the Mental 
Health Research Institute run by Dr Alan Stoller. Claude 
remarked that the only area of health he could not report on 
was venereal diseases, which ironically was one of the 
busiest departments. 

The late 1950s brought a move by Claude to Canberra. 
Relations between Australia and the Soviet Union were being 
restored after the Petrov Affair. Along with a young colleague 
from the Sydney Morning Herald, Claude was staying at the 
Hotel Kingston which was directly opposite the Soviet 
Embassy. The first person who came out to open the Soviet 
Embassy was man called Vladimir Lesiosvki who was also 
staying at the hotel, so they invited him to join them for 
dinner. He went back after a few weeks and three others 
came out including a first secretary called Ivan Skripov who 
was subsequently expelled as a spy. Claude was surprised to 
be watching a documentary on ABC TV (Final Rendevous 
11.08.2020) about a woman from New Zealand who was 
recruited as a spy and he recognised his friend Ivan. 
 

In 1966 Claude was sent to London as London correspond-
ent where he covered affairs in Britain and in Europe, and in 
1968 was sent to Paris to cover the Vietnam peace talks, 
however that was sort of overcome by the Paris riots.  

Claude describes it like this:   
 

“It was in May ’68 during the time of President de Gaulle and 
there was a rumour that all the protesters were going to 
march on the Élysée Palace, and most of them were 
congregated in the Latin Quarter which was across the river, 
so the government ordered that the Latin Quarter be 
cordoned off. I was in the Boulevard Saint-Michel in the Latin 
Quarter near the bridge Pont Saint Michel, and across the 
road they had three rows of riot police and gendarmerie - one 
row with gas grenades and percussion grenades, the second 
row with truncheons and at the back was a row from the 
mobile brigade of the gendarmerie, which was the elite force 
with rifles and sub-machine guns; they were there to stop 
anybody from crossing the bridge. Meanwhile along the 
boulevard, the demonstrators were cutting down trees to 
create barricades across the road, because there was a lot of 
rubbish on the road, they lit fires. There was one fire near the 
bridge, the fire brigade came with hoses, so they cut the 
hoses. The Sorbonne University was up the hill going down 
towards the boulevard. Later in the night the students poured 
petrol down the gutters and lit them. I was in the hotel with 
other correspondents watching this at the bottom of the hill 
and it was like being at the bottom of a volcano with lava 
flowing down because as the burning petrol came flowing 
down cars exploded and as this was happening the police 
started moving forward throwing gas grenades so there was 
tear gas swirling around. And then the police divided because 
they had all these barricades, and the biggest bulldozer in the 
world came forward and started pushing stuff back, and water 
cannon on both sides flushing the pavements and all the 
gendarmerie coming in and just moved forward. And what 
was really dramatic was in the middle of the night the 
President took fright and flew to Germany. The story was that 
he was going to bring back the French troops, based near 
Frankfurt as part of the NATO troops, but the Prime Minister 
M. Pompidou got on the radio and said, ‘we will listen to you, 
we understand, we understand the problems, we will do this, 
we will do that…’ and suddenly everything calmed down. By 
2 o’clock the whole thing was over.” 
Next month we join Claude as he gets caught up in the 
Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia. 
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Central Highlands Goat Club: 
Neil Pearson 0490 083 954 
 

Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:  
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167  
Jody Wallace, Vice President 5348 4245;  
 

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  

friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon CFA:  

Brett Mason 0408 391 842 

Juniors: Jess Newton 5348 7895 
 

Glenlyon CFA Volleyball:  

Colin Priest 5348 7674 
 

Glenlyon Craft Group: 

Jenny Chester 5348 7844 
 

Glenlyon Forest Group:  

Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 
 

Glenlyon Playgroup:  

Amanda 0438 847 682 
  

Glenlyon Pony Club:  

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176  

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  

Joy Durston 5348 7542 
 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 
 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  

Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 
 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon Village Market:  

Dan Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Glenlyon Wool Crafters:  

Pam Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Hepburn Seeds Savers: 

Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com 
 

Insight Meditation:  

Frances Guerin 5348 7657 
 

Riding for the Disabled:   

Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

In the Garden with Murrell 

LOCAL GROUP   

CONTACTS 
Please contact individual groups regarding 

their present arrangements  

Glenlyon Weather Summary - February 2021 
By John Cable 

A ndrew Hitchman at Diary Flat Road takes the lead with 
24.5mm for the month for a Year-To-Date (YTD) total of 
122.5mm, closely followed by Murrell Osborne at Ford Street 

Glenlyon recording 16.5mm for YTD of 115.5mm. The author at 
Butlers Lane last with 14mm for a YTD of 106mm. The totals were 
well below the long-term average for February (50 mm).  
The BoM models indicate that La Nina conditions are close to neutral 

and while the forecast for much of northern and eastern Australia is 

for above-average rainfall, this area is likely to receive between 50 

and 100mm over the next three months i.e. about average.  

By Murrell Osborne 

T he long dry spell, modified only by mild temperatures, 
has been a gardening challenge. Tomatoes seem to 
be ripening at glacial speed while it is problematic that 

there will be enough warm weather left in the season to allow 
pumpkins to mature. As compensation the carrots, parsnips 

and beetroot are in full production.    

COMING UP 
Thursday 25 March  

Long Table (formerly Dinner on the Deck) 
 

Monday 5 April 
Glenlyon Progress Assoc Meeting 

Hall 8.00 pm 
 

Thursday 8 April 
Residents’ Meeting 

Hall 7pm 
 

Friday 9 April 
Forest Film Society 

Hall 7.30pm 
 

6pm Friday 16 and  
9am-1pm Saturday 17 April   

GDN 20th Anniversary  
Hall   

 

Saturday 17 April 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Hall 9.am 1.00pm 
 

CFA Annual Dinner  
Glenlyon Hall 

 

Friday 25 June 6.30pm for 7pm  
                $25 per person BYO Drinks 

    
This will be a very special occasion due to some significant service 

awards e.g. 60 years and 50 years being presented. 
 

Bookings will be confirmed on receipt of payment. Please 
include your surname when making direct deposit so we know 

who has paid.   
Direct deposit to Glenlyon Fire Brigade Account  

633 000 / Account Number 108 950 676 
 

Payment can also be made directly to Margret Lockwood at 64 Barkly Street 

Glenlyon or at the fire station on Sunday mornings -  E.g. cash, cheque. 



 10 

Glenlyon District News No 229 March 2021 

ART: 

Malleeart – Expert Picture Framing.  
George Jackson: 5348 7780 

BRICKLAYER: 
Shane Moiler – Quality brickwork,  
no job too small or too large.  
Free quote: 5348 7663, 0407 870 315 

ELECTRICIAN: 
Jamie Grant – Residential, commercial and Powercor au-
thorised contractor.   
0434 357 882 

MAPS:  
Commercial and Community 
Mapsport Cartographic – Ken Dowling  
produces custom biz, recreation and tourist maps for internet 
or print. 5348 3792, ken@ocad.com.au  

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar Door, 
Regional Platters and Function Space available for Wed-
dings, Commitment Ceremonies and Special Occasions. 
Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.  
0427 239 334, Email info@wombatforestwines.com 

MASSAGE: 
Myotherapist  
Emilia Sadler – Porcupine Ridge 
Specialised Soft Tissue Therapy-Massage, Myofascial Dry 
Needling, Chronic and Acute Injury Management; Postural 
Assessment and Corrective Exercise.  Fully Registered, 
Health Fund Rebates Available.  $90 per hour consultation 
($60 Concession). 0433 188 825 

EXCAVATIONS: 
Colin Bainbridge – Creative landscaping, bushfire mitigation
-firebreaks, postholes, etc. 3t Excavator and Bobcat.  Good 
hourly rate.  
Colin 0417 746 059 
 

Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t Excavator. Landscaping, trenching, 
stump and post holes, retaining walls and small driveways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

FARM MAINTENANCE: 
Bohdan Evans of Catherine Farm 
Grass slashing 
Rural fencing 
Ph: 0423814393 
Email:bohdanevans@gmail.com 
Facebook: @Catherinefarmglenlyon 
 

Steve Schellekens – Need Farm Maintenance?  

Rural Fencing or Grass Slashing 

Contact Steve 0408 324 491 

email: sschellekens@bigpond.com 

PLUMBER: 
T Hughes Plumbing – All domestic and commercial 
plumbing and gas fitting. Air conditioning, heater inspection, 
roof plumbing.  
Free quotes ring Toby 0439 616 343 
 

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked 
drain specialist.  
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree 
climber. Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. 
Chipping and stump grinding.  
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015  
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

B & B Rental: 
Glenlyon Country Cottage – Self-contained furnished one
-bedroom cottage with superb views over Loddon Valley. 
Queen size bedroom, light and comfortable living room and 
kitchen, new bathroom. Air conditioner.  
Single nights $120. Longer stays by negotiation.  
Robert:  tel/sms 0418 109 272 

CARPENTER/BUILDER:  
Tinetti Constructions –  
Damian Tinetti - Fully Licensed domestic and commercial 
builder with over 20 years carpentry experience.  
For a free quote call Damian 0448  001 119 

LOCAL  BUSINESS  DIRECTORY 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional Counselling 
Strength Centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442  

Local businesses: 
 

 List your services here  
for $10.00 + GST per month and 
target the local market through a 

circulation of 600.  
 

Contact Wendy on 5348 7792 email 
glenlyonnews@gmail.com 


