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Thank You Volunteers 

Covering Coomoora, Denver, Drummond, Glenlyon, Porcupine Ridge and Wheatsheaf 

Established 2001        Member CNAV 

C atherine King MP awarded Australian Government 
Certificate of Appreciation for Australian Volunteers 
2020 to members of  the Glenlyon community for 

their volunteer work over a number of years. Framed 
certificates were presented by Cr Juliet Simpson on behalf of 
Ms King at a morning tea at the Hall on Friday 26 March. The 
following volunteers were acknowledged for their efforts in a 
wide range of activities over many years.  
 

Dianne and Murrell Osborne have been responsible for a 
community market stall, the profits of which raised $10,000 
that has been donated to the community.  

Margret Lockwood has donated her time and effort to several 
organisations over many years including CFA, Landcare and 
GPA. In addition she has maintained gardens and grounds at 
the fire station and Hall and established and maintained the 
Biolink.  
 

Dan Harris established the monthly Village Market in 2009. 
Every month he organises the stallholders and welcomes 
new sellers to the market which has become a regular 

meeting place and outlet for local produce.  
 

Jill Teschendorff is the driving force behind the Community 
”Bus” which provides at-need transport for older and less 
mobile residents who would otherwise become isolated. 
Denise Leonard served for 23 years as Treasurer of GPA. 
During that time Denise also volunteered across a variety of 
many community events.  
 

Elizabeth Swann contributed her cooking expertise to the 
5000 Club, providing meals for many people in need. 
Recently she has been the go-to person whenever help has 
been needed with catering for community events.  

 

Andrew Azzopardi and 
Wendy McKillop have been 
behind the Glenlyon District 
News  for 20 years, writing 
and delivering the news 
each month. Andrew has 
also been involved in many 
other groups and activities.  
Kaye Powell in her capacity 
as Booking Officer cares for 
and maintains the Hall in 
between juggling hire 
bookings. She is currently 
GPA President. 
 

Everyone who received 
formal recognition for their 
work in the community on 
Friday morning has 
contributed their time over 
several, often diverse, 
groups and activities. Each 
one paid tribute to their co-
working volunteer teams 
without whom they said they 

would not have been able to 
carry out their work.  
 

Volunteer work is a vital part of 
rural living and what keeps communities functioning. The ten 
people honoured with certificates here have all put in many 
years of selfless work, but they are not the only ones. There 
are many more who give their time and effort without thought 
of asking for reward. Each one in their own way, large or 
small, helps to make up the whole of what we call 
“community” and keep this country the wonderful place it is to 
live and share. To all those men and women we say “thank 
you”. 

Left to right standing: Andrew Azzopardi, Elizabeth Swann, Margret Lockwood, Denise Leonard,  
Dan Harris, Wendy McKillop, Cr Juliet Simpson, Murrell Osborne. 

Seated: Jill Teschendorff, Kaye Powell, Dianne Osborne 
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Good news!  

The Glenlyon ‘Bus” is running again   

N eed a ride into town?  
For a gold coin donation the Glenlyon ‘bus’ offers 
you a return trip by car to Daylesford on Fridays.   

The volunteer driver will pick you up at your door, arriving in 
Daylesford at 1pm and departing Daylesford at 2.30pm. 

Currently we can only transport 3 passengers, so please 
book by no later than Thursday to ensure that a ride is 
available for you.  
 

Contact Jill Teschendorff 5348 7947 or jt.bee@bigpond.com 

Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue   
             0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

H all hire and activities have recommenced. 
For information contact Hall 
Booking officer Kaye 0498 575 664 

or email hire@glenlyon.vic.au    
 

For latest information on all community events 
contact Joy Durston 5348 7542 or email: 
events@glenlyon.vic.au    
  

GPA members will regularly be informed of events via 
email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another 
edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community 
information publication under the auspices of the 
Glenlyon Progress Association.  
 

The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or 
Glenlyon Progress Association.   
 

Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to the 
Editor are encouraged.  
 

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from 
you.  
 

Contact the editor by  
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com  
or telephone 5348 7792. 

Unless restrictions change our 
screenings for the remainder of 

Season 2 are:  
 

May 7 to be announced.   
Start time 6.30pm for 7.15 pm 

screening 

Hall Hire Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2021 

Dog walkers are requested to keep their dog on a leash 
at the Reserve on days when Pony Club or horses are 
present. 
April      17 Glenlyon & District Riding Club 
       18 Glenlyon & District Pony Club 
      23/24 Glenlyon & District Pony Club 
 

May   9 Collectors and Restorers 
       15 Glenlyon & District Riding Club 
       16 Glenlyon & District Pony Club 
      23/24 Glenlyon & District Riding Club 
 

June  13 Collectors and Restorers 
       19 Glenlyon & District Riding Club 
       20 Glenlyon & District Pony Club 

Program 

Forest Film Society 3461 

Hand sanitiser and disinfectant 
wipes will be available.    

Soup and bread will be provided 
again for this month. 

Council Meetings 2021 

C ouncil meetings will be held on the third Tuesday of 
each month commencing at 6pm. 

The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s web-
site, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au  
Meetings will be live streamed via Council’s Facebook page 
Next meetings: Tuesday 20 April   
   Tuesday 18 May   

mailto:jt.bee@bigpond.com
mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au
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Briefly 

 

 

Bund S Ratt 
HSC MINUTES SPECIAL MEETING 29 MARCH Municipal Planning Scheme Amendments  
 2.02  Vision  

Protect and manage the municipality’s valued landscapes from unsympathetic development or major 

change. Manage the Shire’s natural resources sustainably and protect them for future generations.  

Support tourism as an important industry based on the Shire’s beautiful townships and countryside. 

Facilitate infrastructure across the Shire to meet the needs of the community. 

 

 

Ramblings from the  

Bramble Patch Happy Birthday to Us 

T his month celebrates 20 years since the first Glenlyon & District News 
appeared in letterboxes across Glenlyon district. This edition includes a four-

page souvenir lift-out with the old-style front page banner summarising some of the 
major stories and issues covered by GDN over that time.  
We wish to thank all our supporters over the years: the contributors, short and long 
time; the assistant editors; our printers, Kyneton Copy; our team of deliverers, 
advertisers and of course, you, the community of Glenlyon and surrounding 
districts, who have embraced, sometimes criticised, but always accepted the GDN 
as we try to keep abreast of all the latest developments and events in the area. 
 

Dogs on Leash at Reserve please 
A request has been made by the Reserve Committee that anyone walking their 
dog at the Reserve keep it on leash on days when Pony Club or horses are 
present. The potential for serious accident or injury is great when dogs are allowed 
to run free and horses become agitated. This request is purely a safety issue to 
protect all concerned, including the dogs and only relates to those days when 
horses are at the Reserve 
  

Fire Restrictions 

F ire Restrictions ended on 6 April. This means that we can all start our clearing 
and burning program ready for next year. Traditionally this is the busiest time 

for our fire brigades when burn-offs go wrong or get out of control. Please help our 
volunteer fire-fighters out this year by observing all safety precautions when 
starting your fire and do not leave it unattended. By registering your burn with 
ESTA (formerly VicFire) 1800 668 511 you will prevent unnecessary callouts 
and allow our firies to get on with their own important activities. 
 

Yoga at the Hall 

I n the tradition of Krishnamacharya, you are encouraged to drop into your body, 
breathe and focus your mind. Each class includes asanas to increase strength 

and flexibility with an emphasis on breathing and relaxation. Participants are 
encouraged to work within their limits. Glenlyon Hall Mondays 7am during school 
terms $15 (Bookings recommended)   

Contact Jonathan: 0409 027 765 email: jont@morton.net.au 
 

Saving Seeds 

S eed Savers meet every third Sunday at the Glenlyon Hall from 2pm. All are 
welcome, as are any seed donations. Contact Brenna on 0427 223 999. 

 

Council Adopts Planning Scheme Amendment 

H epburn Shire Council announced it has adopted the C80hepb Planning 
Scheme Amendment and will now submit it to the Department of Environ-

ment, Land, Water and Planning, and the Minister for Planning for approval. 
The Council describes the amendment as “a comprehensive review of the 
Hepburn Planning Scheme that provides urban planning considerations to guide 
development and land use planning. It also includes a strategic planning 
framework to enhance outcomes for future development, land use planning and 
appropriate environmental protection”. 
Council and staff will hold community sessions in coming weeks to explain the 
amendment and the next steps. Read the adopted C80 Amendment at  

www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/minutes-agendas/ 

C an you believe it is 20 years since 
I arrived here as a nervous newly-

widowed refugee from the city! I 
started this column in the hope that, as 
a newcomer, it would help me to 
connect with my environment and 
anyone else who, like me, was a 
stranger in a strange place. 
 

I brought with me Bruce, a non-
descript female rescue dog of no-
particular-breed. The name Bruce 
came first in the belief that if I talked to 
a male in the house I would not be 
quite so vulnerable. When I selected 
her, or rather she chose me, the name 
stuck. Bruce, sadly, is long gone but I 
still miss her. Strangely, in all the years 
of ups and downs while living here at 
Bramble Cottage I have never felt less 
threatened and alone.  
 

Of ups and downs there have been 
plenty. Benjamin, my son, has had 
more than his fair share of them. A 
rather naïve adult when I arrived, he 
floundered his way through a series of 
ill-considered relationships until 
landing safe and sound with Felicity. At 
the same time, despite thinking 
romance unlikely at my time of life, I 
too found happiness with near-
neighbour Harold, Felicity’s father. Our 
double-bonded family has been a 
great source of support and comfort to 
all, particularly when dealing with the 
traumas of an ever-expanding number 
of children. 
 

Friends and neighbours have always 
been there when I have needed help 
to negotiate the very different lifestyle 
and values from where I came from in 
Melbourne. I very quickly formed the 
opinion that a return to city living was 
not an option. Over the years I have 
gained confidence and strength to deal 
with situations in a way that I never 
would have thought possible. 

Alice 

Something for 
everyone.  
It will be fun to 
see how this is 
administered. 

mailto:jont@morton.net.au
http://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/minutes-agendas/
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Community Meeting Discusses Future Development 

That’s Progress 

Council fails audit - again!  

G lenlyon Progress Association (GPA) held its April 
meeting at the Hall on Monday 5 April. New members 
Leonie Leonard, Tania Grant, Jessica Grant, Jordan 

Grant and Isaac Grant were welcomed. It is pleasing to see 
so many of the younger generation joining. 
 

With COVID-19 lockdown regulations relaxed, the Hall is 
reported as being used more by community groups. Yoga, 
French classes, art classes, ukulele group, Goat Club and 
Playgroup are just some of the varied activities taking place. 
Bookings for functions are also picking up. 
 

Last year a new event of Wattle Day on 1 September was 
celebrated in Glenlyon. By necessity, due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, it was scaled back to activities such as the poems 
along Barkly Street, that could be held in compliance to 
social distancing and isolation regulations. This year it is 
hoped to expand the event into Wattle Week to run from 29 

August to 4 September. Margret Lockwood is 
to head up a separate Wattle Week sub-
committee under GPA for the purpose of co-
ordinating activities. Margret is already hard 
at work planning a range of wattle-linked crafty workshops. 
The poetry competition, which was so successful last year 
will be held again and will be joined by a digital photographic 
competition with the subject of local landscapes. Details of 
these and other activities will be forthcoming in future GDN 
editions. 
  

This is a fun Aussie celebration with none of the negative 
associations now attached to Australia Day on 26 January, 
timed for the beginning of spring, just when we are all bored 
with the cold grey of winter. Anyone who is interested in 
helping Margret with this project is invited to contact her on 
5348 7758.  

By Claude Forell 

H epburn Shire Council failed to fully rectify high-risk 
faults in its financial assets management of which it 
had been warned a year earlier, according to the 

Victorian Auditor-General’s latest local government report, 
tabled in Parliament last month. 
 

This was despite such “high-risk” issues obliging Council 
management to implement a detailed corrective action plan 
within one month. Hepburn is one of several regional 
councils slated under the heading of “unresolved high-risk 
issues from prior years.” 
 

The Auditor-General found that Hepburn had not completed 
a fair valuation assessment for land, buildings and some 
infrastructure assets as required by the end of the 2018-19 
financial year. 

 

“Council conducted a full revaluation of these assets in 2019-
20 and this process identified data integrity issues with the 
assets register,” the report says. “Council continues to work 
on these issues to improve its asset management practices.” 
 

Former Hepburn CEO Evan King, who recently took the helm 
at the City of Ballarat, is facing a similar situation. The 
Auditor-General used stronger language about its asset 
management, warning that his office would be checking up 
on the City Council’s remedial progress this year. 
 

Meanwhile, Hepburn Shire has much bigger financial 
worries. It has to come up with a costly action plan before the 
end of next month to comply with the EPA order to clean up 
chemical contamination at the Glenlyon recreation reserve 
attributed to 40 years of clay target shooting. 

L ocal  resident Noela Sweeney decided to take the 
initiative and door-knocked surrounding householders 
for their support of a public meeting to hear all points of 

view on the vexed topic of development in Glenlyon. This is 
an issue not confined to Glenlyon. Many communities across 
Australia, and in fact the world, are grappling with good 
farmland being taken over for residential development. Here 
the problem is complicated by the need for all residences to 
provide their own water and waste disposal, there being no 
reticulated water or sewage systems in place. Brave woman 
that she is, Noela decided to facilitate a public meeting at the 
Hall on Thursday 8 April to allow everyone to have their say. 
Starting from the premise that we are all adults and know 
how to behave, she expected a civilised exchange of ideas. 
By and large, she was correct. 
 

Approximately 60 residents attended. As may be expected in 
our diverse community, while general themes of concern for 
the welfare of the environment were common, opinions 
differed on specific details. Those who chose to speak were 
limited to three minutes and were listened to respectfully. 
With a larger than anticipated turnout, the period allotted for 

speaking took a bit more time, so that when it came to writing 
letters directly to Council and other authorities, many chose 
to write their thoughts at home. Hopefully these will be 
conveyed to Noela for her to deliver them to the relevant 
bodies. 
 

Near the end of the night the question was posed, “Where to 
from here?” This is a good question as we have had so much 
inaction in the past despite being subjected to many surveys, 
consultations and reports. The feeling that we need to take 
charge of our future and initiate changes was so widely held 
at the meeting that it would be a shame to waste the impetus.  
 

Glenlyon has had a reputation for being a community of 
action with a “can-do” attitude. Recently, we have lost our 
way and allowed personal interests to get in the way of 
community well-being. Reliance on a few persons to act 
results in the majority being disgruntled; we all need to speak 
up and let our feelings be known. We can only hope that as a 
community it will be possible to focus on what we have in 
common and strive for a better future or, in the words of 
some of the speakers, “we will be stuffed”.  
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Centrefold 1 

B ack in early 2001 Andrew Azzopardi and 
Wendy McKillop were involved in a failed 
attempt to establish a community TV station, 

Channel 41, at Bendigo. Out on a walk, they 
ruminated on the possibility of setting sights a little 
lower with a local newsletter for Wheatsheaf. They 
even gave it a name: The Forest Bark. Andrew 
mentioned the idea to David Levens in an idle 
moment. David, being a man of action who never let 
an opportunity slip by, talked to Jill de Vos, who had 
been writing for the Midland Times. Jill agreed to edit 
the new publication and Tania Levens worked on a 
layout. In short order a group was formed and a first 
trial edition was put together with a run of 400 copies 
to be distributed in the community. Nobody seemed 
to object, so another edition was planned for the 
following month. The Glenlyon & District News was 
formally launched at the General Store and the rest, 
as the say, is history. 
    

From the beginning the intention was that it was to be 
an independent community newsletter to cover 

issues concerning the area encompassed by the old 
Glenlyon Roads Board. The project was placed 
under the auspice of Glenlyon Progress Association 
(GPA), of which David was Secretary at the time, 
because of the benefits of GPA being an incorpo-
rated body. The purpose of The Glenlyon & District 
News was stated as being to inform residents of 
Glenlyon and surrounding districts of events and 
issues relevant to this area and to support local 
business. The values of independence and 
inclusiveness discussed in the early days are still the 
ones in place today. Funding then, and still is, from 
listing in the Business Directory and donations. 
Twenty years on the cost of an entry in the business 
listing is still the same. 
  

About a year into production Jill de Vos had a change 
of circumstances and passed editorship over to 
Wendy McKillop. This became a learning experience 
in writing and using computers for Wendy who was 
also studying for her BA (Humanities) at University of 
Ballarat (now Federation University). The two 
activities proved to be complementary. Technology 
has galloped over the years. The first editions were 

printed by Glen Heyne in Daylesford, but a deal was 
soon negotiated with Kyneton Copy. Kyneton Copy is 
run by Windarring as a commercial business to train 
and employ their clients. They have looked after 
GDN well ever since. Tania chose Microsoft 
Publisher as the format to write up the first editions. 
She printed off the finished newsletter on her home 
printer and it was taken to be photocopied by 
Kyneton Copy. The quality of some of the photos is 
reflected in this procedure. This was upgraded to 
saving the Publisher copy onto a floppy disc 
(remember those), then later to CD and finally to 
USB stick. All of these still had to be delivered to 
Kyneton for them to do the printing. By this time 
problems were encountered with differing versions of 
Publisher being used in printing from the one on 
which the copy was written, sometimes resulting in 
missing lines off the end of an article. Eventually 
email became available, enabling the file to be sent 
from home directly to Kyneton Copy. However, this 
required a lot of effort as a limit of approximately 1MB 
was all that could be sent. Frequently this had to be 
done in the middle of the night or wee small hours 
due to the very slow speeds of the internet at the 
time. Sanity was saved by PDF to maintain file 
integrity and upgrade to faster internet speeds by 
satellite. Early editions of The Glenlyon & District 
News can be viewed on the website glenlyon.vic.au  
 

Looking at the first edition, the Editorial team is listed 
as being Jill de Vos (Editor), Tania Levens (layout), 
Andrew Azzopardi, Graham Ellender, David Levens 
and Wendy McKillop. Contributors to the first edition 
were Andrew Azzopardi, Jill de Vos, Daryl Jones, 
David Levens, Wendy McKillop and Murrell Osborne. 
Over the years there have been many changes to the  
committee. Most of those involved then have left one 
way or another. Donna Kelly and Kyle Barnes joined 
in November 2006 and Donna became editor until 
July 2007 when they went to Queensland for an 
extended term. Fran Madigan provided valued 
assistance and shared editing until her Porcupine 
Ridge property became too small for her increasing 
menagerie and she moved further afield. Fran 
continues to assist by proof-reading the copy each 
month and the editor is indebted to her for keeping 
the grammar and punctuation in order.  
 

What is in store for GDN in the future? Those that are 
left from the original crew are getting older and it is 
pretty certain will not be around in another 20 years. 
It will be up to a new generation to take the 
publication forward - or not. GDN is looking for some 
new enthusiastic workers to keep up the tradition of 
keeping the community informed about what is 
important locally. The only skills needed are an open 
mind, reasonable English language skills and a 
willingness to take part in the community. The rest is 
all learning experience. 
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GDN History 

The Glenlyon General Store as it appeared in Issue No 1 
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New Kitchen at Hall 

T he new Hall Kitchen was another David Levens inspired community 
project. The old kitchen in the 1950s era lean-to at the rear of the hall had 
served well in its day. The venue for catering CFA casserole dinners, and 

as an area for the CFA Ladies Auxilary to prepare sandwiches etc. for fire-
fighters was, by 2000, showing its age. Working from the principle of “use it or 
lose it” David Levens commenced on the project to make the hall relevant for 
increased community use and saw the kitchen as a pivotal part of the plan.  
Funding was accessed through Small Towns Development Fund on a 2 for 1$ 

basis supported by Hepburn Shire Council. 
Fundraising started in earnest with a 
number of community-run events including 
the Fine Food & Wine Fayre, Swiss-Italian 
Landscape Art Prize (later to become 
Glenlyon Annual Art Show) all presented by 
volunteers from the community with profits 
going to construction of the new kitchen.   
The community was called on to provide the 

basic in-kind labour to demolish the old 
kitchen and carry out construction under 
supervision by registered local 
tradespeople. The original footprint was 
enlarged to accommodate storage areas 
for Playgroup and GPA. The final fit-out 
was completed to commercial kitchen 
standard. It is now used extensively to 
enable the Hall to be used as a event 
and reception venue available for hire.  

O ver the last 20 years the Glenlyon General Store has gone through 
many owners and managers and nearly as many makeovers. 
Owners Bernard Williams and Jane Sheldon-Williams had a number 

of managers over the years when the store was run as a general produce 
store serving the community. Hay, barbed wire, chook food, milk, bread, 
alcohol, petrol and an assortment of produce were all available. Jack 
Peucker and Susie Slater ran it for a time in the 1990s until Jack had a 
change of partners and Jack continued with Jacki who introduced fish and 
chips on Friday nights and gatherings of Friday night drinkers. They left 
abruptly in 1999. Cheryl and Shane Prestegar had a go in 2003. Andrew 
Masterson and Sahm Kelly 2006-2009 took it on and ran it very successfully 
for a time until they, too, left. A person could be excused for thinking there 
was some kind of curse attached to the building, but the reality and stress of 
running the business seven days a week was more likely to be an 
influencing factor.  In between, Bernie and Jane filled in as owner/
managers. For a period of about 2 years the store remained closed and the community was left with the vacuum of no place 
to gather. In September 2010 David and Tania Levens came to the rescue in a surprise purchase of the building and 
business. They undertook a massive renovation project including removal of the petrol tanks, which were leaking into the 
sub-soil. When they re-opened in June 2011 they introduced dining and live music evenings. During this period the Store 
became a venue for other community events such as the launch of Ailsa Piper’s book Sinning Across Spain. Throughout all 
the years between 2001 and 2020 the store provided a pickup point for The Glenlyon & District News.  
Present owners, Jefferson and Duncan purchased the Store in September 2013 and have slowly transitioned the business 
into an upmarket eatery open on weekends and catering mainly for the tourist trade. 

General Store 

Planning was a team effort 

Out with the old 

Cheryl and Shane behind the old counter 

In with the new walls A final lick of paint from Tony and Joanne 

And the old walls came tumbling down 
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St John’s Church 

T he saga of  the demise of St John’s Anglican church spans serval decades as reported on by GDN. As early as 
2008 (GDN No 77)  St John’s was threatened with closure. Between that time and the final decommissioning in 
2016 we have followed the ups and downs of the last remaining church in Glenlyon. 

 

In recording the history of her beloved church in 1995 Francis Palmer related 
how the church was closed in 1975 and set for auction. In that case, due to 
the absence of the land title, the closure was reversed, the icons were 
returned and it rose again two years later. The congregation was boosted at 
religious observance times of Easter and Christmas. The candlelit Christmas 
Eve carol service was a high point of each year. The candles were from 
necessity, rather than ambience, as there was no electricity in the building. 
The old pedal organ rendered accompaniment for the hymns and heating was 
provided more by body warmth than external source. On those occasions the 
little building was packed to capacity, sometimes with standing room only.  
 

Volunteers from CFA and the community pitched in on occasions to carry out 
essential maintenance by cleaning the gutters of vegetation and tidying up the 
grounds. Frances Palmer served as lay preacher for some years until failing 
eyesight compelled her into retirement and a dedicated band did their best to 
prevent the inevitable. 
 

Finally the dwindling numbers of congregation and lack of permanent clergy 
led to the eventual end of its devotional life in December 2016.  

T he CFA has been a pivotal institution in Glenlyon, as it is in most small towns. The early history of Glenlyon Fire 
Brigade can be found in the excellent publication Saving the Glen by Anne Dobbs and Margret Lockwood 
Twenty years ago, the Glenlyon Fire Brigade was based in the community-built shed next to the old Shire Hall. A 

vacant block of land next to the Primary School had been purchased by Glenlyon Brigade some years previously thanks to a 
mammoth fundraising effort. This far-sighted decision was crucial to subsequent events. At that stage there was one tanker  
provided by CFA which could be requisitioned to be sent to anywhere in the state or further, and one tanker that was a 
brigade-owned tanker reserved for use in the local district. 
 

After Black Saturday in 2010 the CFA-owned Tanker One was temporarily replaced by another tanker. The new generation 
of tankers with a lot more features, were much higher and would not fit into the old Shed. The decision was taken to press 
for a new Fire Station on the vacant block. The fact that we already had the block put Glenlyon ahead of other brigades 
vying for new facilities. Consequently in 2013 the new Fire Station across the road from the old Fire Shed, was ready to 
receive a new CFA-provided tanker. In 2017 the 20-year old community Tanker Two was also replaced by the CFA. 
 

The bell that now hangs outside the Fire Station was the subject of a 
whole different dispute. Differing stories placed ownership of the bell 
with either the Glenlyon Catholic church or the Glenlyon community. 
Starting from its known date of manufacture in 1878 in Dublin, 
ownership was eventually proved to be the congregation of St Paul’s 
church in Glenlyon. The surviving congregation members gave 
custody of the bell to Glenlyon CFA, and it was erected there with a 
plague bearing the inscription, “This bell belongs to the old Catholic 
community of Glenlyon. It stood at the rear of St Paul’s Catholic 
Church Glenlyon for 120 years. In 2015 custody was passed to the 

Glenlyon fire brigade and it was erected here 
during November 2016”. The bell was rung for the 
last time by Mick Bolton who was the last person to 
ring it when it was at the church. 
 

The old fire shed was given to the community of 
Glenlyon. In spite of many changes and although 
now separated from the Shire Hall, the Glenlyon 
Fire Brigade retains its central position in the 
Glenlyon community. 
Recommended reading: Saving the Glen, a history of the 
Glenlyon Fire Brigade 1914-2014 by Anne Dobbs and 
Margret Lockwood 

CFA  on the Move 

4 May 2013. A new fire truck excites a lot of interest among CFA members 

Mick Bolton has one last ring 

Ian Fleischer, Bishop of Bendigo The Right Reverend 
Andrew Curnow,  Frances Palmer and Reverend Jeff 

O’Hare from Daylesford  at the final service 
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Events for All 

T he year 2004 was one of activity in Glenlyon. The Fine Food & Wine Fayre 
had been an event run by Club 30 for about six years. When the organisers 
were suffering burnout, David Levens saw an opportunity to run the event as 

a fund-raiser for the new kitchen. A committee was quickly assembled with David 
Levens, Miranda Jones, Bob Kennedy, Jenny Ellender, Henry Kovacevic, Andrew 
Azzopardi and Wendy McKillop. The aim was to showcase local wines and produce. 
In the first year there were six wineries and approximately 20 food stalls. It was 
obvious that there would not be enough space in the Hall, so a couple of very large 
marquees were hired along with heaters, tables, chairs etc. A Closet Cooks 
competition was a feature of the event, along with cooking demonstrations in the 
Hall.  The entry fee included a complementary souvenir wine glass. Volunteers from 
the community were pressed into service to set up, to sell tickets and to clean up 
afterwards. The event was wildly successful. The following year, acting on 
suggestions from exit surveys, a bit of tweaking took place with bigger marquees 

and better groundcover. The Fayre ran until 2017. Over the years slowly the patrons dwindled and costs rose, however the 
volunteers continued to come forward. Many newcomers experienced their first introductions to the community and made 

long-term friends as volunteers.  
 

The Swiss-Italian Festa Landscape Art 
Prize was an annual event held in April 
in Daylesford. It was held at the 
Pantechnicon (now Brick Lane) when 
Dee Waterhouse was managing the art 
gallery there. When the Pantechnicon 
changed hands in 2004, Dee 
suggested the art show could be held 
at Glenlyon Hall and run by the local 
community. Dan Harris jumped at the 
idea and together with Andrew Azzopardi they set about finding ways to convert 
the hall to an art venue. Andrew made covers for the windows; free-standing 
panels, picture hanging wires and tracks were accessed. Lighting for the first art 
shows was hired. The resulting transfor-

mation of the Hall was nothing short of astonishing. On the first Opening night the hall 
was packed. Later, the Swiss-Italian Festa moved its events to run later in the year in 
October and this provided an opportunity for a new April event to be run as the 
Glenlyon Annual Art Show until 2012. Dee Waterhouse died suddenly in 2017. Re-
incarnations of the Glenlyon Annual Art Show under the banner of Paint Glenlyon 
2018 and Paint Glenlyon 2019 were held including the Dee Waterhouse Memorial Art 
Prize. Coronavirus lockdowns have put a temporary hold on activities for the last 
couple of years.  
 

On the back of the success of the art shows, Glenlyon Annual Sculpture Shows were 
held in October 2008, 2009 and 
2010. These were a lot more work, 
but held outdoors on a warm 
evening, were very popular. Soon 
every town nearby was also holding 
sculpture shows at the same time. Clashes of timeslots with other art and 
sculpture shows made continuing unviable. 
 

Other events in Glenlyon covered over the years have included CFA Trivia 
nights, bush dances, concerts, Winter Solstice Bonfire and of course the 
New Year’s Day Sports Day at the Reserve. The last-named has been a 
phenomenal achievement to keep on holding it for over a century. GDN 
has attended and kept a photographic record of wood-chops, the Glenlyon 
Cup horse race, pony events and of course, the World Championship Bull 
Boar Eating and Mineral Water Drinking competitions. All events were only 
possible because of enthusiastic community members and dedicated 
volunteers. The strength of any community can be measured by the 
commitment and involvement of it residents. The last 12 months have been 
particularly difficult with coronavirus isolation responsible for cancelling 
most activities. We can only hope and strive for a return in the future of the 
co-operation that has made Glenlyon a strong community. 

Dee Waterhouse, here with Alan Hamilton, was 
an instigator of the Glenlyon art shows 

Denise Leonard and Joan Rattray were among  
regular volunteers who pitched in to help 

Everyone is an art critic! Rudi Flink was one of 
many who attended Opening Nights 

Sculpture Show entrants ranged from classic 
to the quirky 

Stalwarts of the New Years Day Sports Day, the 
ubiquitous Des Leonard and Jack Cooper supervise 

mineral water drinking in between other duties 
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No, Minister: Trolls and Tribulations 

By Anon 

P rivate Secretary Bernard reassures the new Minister 
about some disturbing repercussions. 
 

Minister: Bernard, I’m told there’s been some nasty stuff 
about me on social media, and I’ve had the odd hostile 
phone call. Should I be worried? 
Bernard: No, Minister, that comes with the territory. No 
minister or government can please all of the people all of the 
time. No community is agreed on every issue. You must 
consult and listen, but decide every contentious matter 
before you on the balance of its merits. Or, as Sir Humphrey 
would say, as advised by him or his successor. 
Minister: I know. And in my election campaign I stood as 
a responsive but impartial Independent, committed to act as 
you rightly suggest. Which may not be necessarily as the 
Humphreys of the Service try to direct. 
Bernard: That is one reason why you succeeded so well 
in the polls. You were, if I may say so, Minister, a relatively 
unknown candidate. Yet you topped the poll on the first 
count and won 83 per cent of the total vote after preferences. 
You are definitely not unrepresentative of the vast majority in 
your electorate as a disgruntled constituent has posted.  
Minister: Thank you, Bernard. But you said “ one 
reason”.  
Bernard: Yes, Minister. The other key factor was that 
you were not perceived as being partisan or divisive, 
disparaging of dissenting sections of the community or 
susceptible to fallacious narratives spun by others. 

Minister: We must not imply ill of others, Bernard, even 
if  some may think or speak ill of us. Although I must say I 
have experienced no personal unpleasantness from my rival 
candidates in the election. 
Bernard: Quite so, Minister. Trolling which you 
encountered  is apt to have come from two typical sources, I 
believe.  
First, there are in every community a few individuals whose 
psychological processes are not entirely rational or stable. 
Be assured that you would not be the only target of their 
slander. 
Minister: And the second? 
Bernard: A very small number of mostly grumpy old 
men who nurse long-held grievances and grudges, partly 
because they are no longer the widely-respected ruling lords 
of their manor. They resent relatively recent residents even 
though they may be eager to sell land to even more 
newcomers. Most of all, they hate the dynamic women who 
now are the principal movers and shakers, doers and 
achievers in their community. And that includes you, 
Minister, especially since  you displaced someone they 
regarded as an influential supporter. 
Minister: Well, I’m so glad that I am not immersed in the 
much more toxic misogynist culture so dramatically exposed 
in the precincts of the Australian Parliament. Is it any wonder 
that many women who could make a difference for the 
common good are reluctant to enter public life? 
Bernard: No, Minister, I’m sad to say. 

By Daniel Owe-Young, Project Manager Hepburn Shire 
Council 

F or the next stage of works to develop a Clean Up Plan 
for the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve and to meet 
conditions of a Clean Up Notice issued by the EPA, 

Council has engaged an EPA Victoria accredited auditor. 
This auditor has past experience working with sites that have 
had shooting activities take place. 
 

Council is currently assessing independent contractor 
submissions for the works to develop a Clean Up Plan. This 
contractor’s work will be verified by the engaged auditor and 
will be submitted to the EPA. The Clean Up Plan will inform 
what management or remediation works may be required at 
the Glenlyon Recreational Reserve. 

 

Council has consulted and assisted the Community Asset 
Committee and user groups to ensure events have continued 
at the reserve with precautionary public health measures in 
place. Two events Council helped with were the Glenlyon 
Antiques Fair and the Glenlyon Pony Club event. 
 
In reply to the Pollution Abatement Notice issued, Council 
has responded with a letter and report to EPA Victoria. It 
outlines what precautionary health measures have been 
implemented and monitored at the reserve. Given the results 

of the detailed Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) and a 
subsequent Pollution Abatement Notice issued to Council by 
the EPA to maintain interim public health precautionary 
measures at the Reserve, temporary fencing and signage will 
remain installed over the coming months. Essentially these 
fences will allow more use of the Reserve, however Council 
will continue to take a precautionary approach by fencing 
these areas and the Clean-up Plan will determine if and what 
management/remediation may be required.   
This fencing will: assist in delineating areas where concentra-
tion levels of lead and PAH were found to be high compared 
to the relevant national guideline limits; assist in delineating 
areas available to use for possible events at the reserve and 
be reviewed during the Clean Up Plan process and areas 
may reduce slightly following assessment. 
 

Following the ESA report, there are no areas of land 
contamination above the relevant national guideline limits 
outside the eight newly fenced areas. These fenced off areas 
will have signage installed. 
 

As part of the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Master Planning 
Project, repair of the perimeter fence has been completed.   

Reserve Update 
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90 Years of War and Peace Part 3: The Age of Aquarius and beyond 
By Wendy McKillop from an interview with Claude Forell on 
the occasion of his 90th birthday 

I n our last two editions we looked at how eight-year-old 
Claude left Germany in 1938 with his family on board the 
last ship out before the war. We learned of his experiences 

as an alien in Australia, his education and how he com-
menced a cadetship at The Age newspaper resulting in a 50-
year career in journalism. Last month we left Claude in Paris 
covering the 1968 riots.  
 

While working in London, Claude had been invited by the 
Austrian government for a short visit, which was to prove very 
useful. He had made friends with a correspondent on one of 
the Austrian newspapers and his host for the visit was a 
history professor working for the Chancellor’s press office. 
When the Russians moved into Czechoslovakia the editor of 
The Age rang Claude in the middle of the night saying “try 
and get to Prague we want to you cover this”. However, all 
traffic to Prague had been cut off so he went to Vienna where 
he had contacts. The next day Claude contacted his former 
host at the Chancellor’s office who offered him the use of the 
press office to work in during the evening when there was 
nobody there. Being the press office of the official govern-
ment information office there were tele-printers running in 
French, English and German that enabled him to get stories 
from all over. After two or three days he managed to get a 
visa, so got on a train which went from West Bahnhoff, 
Vienna to Prague then on to East Berlin. At the border from 
Austria into Czechoslovakia  there was an Austrian village on 
one side of a creek and Czech village called Czechavilliga on 
the other. The train stopped there. 
 

Customs came around and looked at Claude’s passport. At 
first he thought they would accept it, but then the border 
police came in and noted it was an Australian passport, so 
Claude was tossed off the train with about 10 or 12 other 
people, including a television crew from Germany and two 
American evangelists who wanted to go to Prague to preach 
God to the communists. The officer in charge of the border 
police  said “I am very sorry. I would love you to go to Prague 
and see what is happening there, but we have our orders, 
and you see those trees over there, I think there might be 
Russian tanks hiding there.” After they waited half an hour a 
sort of Puffing Billy type engine came out of a shed with a 
cattle truck, and took them back into Austria.  
 

Back in Australia again in 1971, Claude returned to writing 
editorials in the position of Leader Writer that he held before 
going to London. A few months later the editor of The Age, 
Graham Perkin, decided to have some columnists. Geoffrey 
Hutton, who had been a distinguished war correspondent 
with The Argus, and Claude Forell were appointed as the first 
columnists, political commentators. They each had a weekly 
column called “Comment” and Claude’s comment column 
went on for 20 years. In the 1970s there was plenty to 
comment on. Some of his comments are still relevant today:  
 

On the right to dissent 
Those who believe that the right to dissent is best preserved by exercising it 
in situations likely to lead to violent clashes with authority are, I feel, 
mistaken. Their actions will do more to inflame discord, polarise opinion, 
harden attitudes and provoke reaction than to win public support and 
influence governments to change policies. 22 April 1971 
 

On abortion law reform 
Society has the resources and the obligation to offer the vulnerable 
youngster or distressed woman something better than self-righteous 

anathemas from the pulpit or the brutal sanctions of the criminal law. 3 May 
1971 
 

On the Liberals’ country cousins 
The Liberal Party, with a significant country membership, singularly 
successful in state politics, and capable of reconciling rural and urban 
interests, should not abandon half the countryside to a strident, narrow, 
divisive minority party that does not even represent most country-dwellers. 
6 June 1974 
 

On failures of corporate regulation 
Where is the shady company promoter, the snide share pusher, the smart 
market rigger and the sly stockbroker who have cheated a multitude of small 
investors out of their life savings? Chances are that they are still in business. 
I have met fellows in Pentridge who have done less harm to their fellow-men 
than some of the exponents of free enterprise whom this state and others 
have sheltered by default. 25 July 1974 
 

On the decline and imminent fall of the Whitlam Government 
When the Whitlam Government falls, as soon it must, there will linger a 
sense of tragic irony. Here was a Government that came to power imbued 
with ideals and ideas. The tragedy is that the idealism and vision were not 
matched by the understanding, discipline, competence and integrir6y 
necessary to bring them to reality. 16 October 1975 
 

On the need to restructure the economy 
Australia is not merely in the grip of temporary recession from which 
Malcolm Fraser has promised to deliver us. The country - vulnerable, 
unprepared and almost unaware - is being overtaken by a rapidly and 
irreversibly changing world. l3 August 1978 
 

As a result of his experiences in Canberra as a political 
reporter and in Europe, and his degree in Political Science, 
Claude had been invited in 1964  to write a book about the 
Australian system of government. How We are Governed: 
federal, state and local government (1975 Longman 
Cheshire)  proved to be very successful. It was used in 
schools and as reading for university courses for more than 
30 years. In one year the Immigration Department ordered 
100,000 copies in a smaller format, and gave them out to 
new citizens on Australia Day.  
 

An unexpected change of direction occurred  for Claude in 
1980.Two of his colleagues, Peter Smark and Ben Hill, 
decided to do some restaurant reviews, so they started a 
page called Epicure. This became a new section in the paper 
with a cooking column, a wine column and a restaurant 
review. Claude became part of the reviewing team, then the 
two who started it went their various ways. Peter Smark had 
a book called Eating Out in Melbourne featuring his favourite 
100 restaurants to which Claude contributed reviews. When 
Smark went to America, publisher Anne O’Donovan 
approached The Age with the suggestion that they publish a 
restaurant guide for which she could act as publisher. As the 
senior remaining reviewer of the reviewing team, Claude was 
asked to take charge and be editor of this guide. He did it for 
three years by himself then invited Rita Erlich to join him as 
co-editor for another 15 years until she left and another 
couple of people joined. In total he was editor or co-editor for 
about 20 years.  
 

At the same time, Claude continued with his other more 
serious writing and was writing at least four editorials a week. 
He commented, “I enjoyed it while it lasted. Looking back I 
don’t know how I managed everything. Doing all the serious 
writing, doing all the food writing and editing the food guide, it 
was a pretty full-time job.”  
 

After 50 years of journalism he says wryly, 
“They don’t remember me as a political commentator, but 
they remember the restaurant reviews of the Good Food 
Guide.”  
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Central Highlands Goat Club: 
Neil Pearson 0490 083 954 
 

Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:  
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167  
Jody Wallace, Vice President 5348 4245;  
 

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  

friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon CFA:  

Brett Mason 0408 391 842 

Juniors: Jess Newton 5348 7895 
 

Glenlyon CFA Volleyball:  

Colin Priest 5348 7674 
 

Glenlyon Forest Group:  

Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 
 

Glenlyon Playgroup:  

Amanda 0438 847 682 
  

Glenlyon Pony Club:  

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176  

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  

Joy Durston 5348 7542 
 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 
 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  

Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 
 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 

Joy Durston 5348 7542 
 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon Village Market:  

Dan Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Glenlyon Wool Crafters:  

Pam Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Hepburn Seeds Savers: 

Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com 
 

Insight Meditation:  

Frances Guerin 5348 7657 
 

Riding for the Disabled:   

Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

In the Garden with Murrell 

LOCAL GROUP   

CONTACTS 
Please contact individual groups regarding 

their present arrangements  

Glenlyon Weather Summary - March 2021 
By John Cable 

A ndrew Hitchman at Dairy Flat Road received 63mm for the 
month to maintain a slim lead at 185.5mm year-to-date (YTD), 

while Murrell Osborne at Ford Street, Glenlyon recorded 67mm for 
YTD of 182.5mm. The author at Butlers Lane is last with 58mm for a 
YTD of 164mm. The totals are above the long-term average for 
March (46mm).  
 

The BoM models indicate that La Nina conditions have ended and 

are likely to remain neutral for the remainder of autumn and winter. 

The forecast for much of northern and south-eastern Australia is for 

above-average rainfall, while this area is likely to receive average 

rainfall over the next three months.  

By Murrell Osborne 

T hanks to all those who helped me downsize my 
vegetable garden by taking plants and equipment no 

longer required.  
My cabbages and broccoli seem to have outgrown 
the white butterflies.  
I have been digging vegetable scraps into the beds 
left vacant after the harvesting of the summer crops.  

COMING UP 
6pm Friday 16 and  

9am-1pm Saturday 17 April   
GDN 20th Anniversary  

Hall   
 

Saturday 17 April 
Glenlyon Village Market 

9.30am-1pm Outside Hall 
 

Thursday 29 April 
Long Table (formerly Dinner on the Deck) 

 

Friday 7 May 
Forest Film Society 

Hall 7.30pm 
 

Monday 7 June 
Glenlyon Progress Assoc Meeting 

Hall 8.00 pm 
 

Friday 25 June 
CFA Dinner and Medals Presentation  

Hall 6.30 pm 

CFA Annual Dinner  
Glenlyon Hall 

Friday 25 June 6.30pm for 7pm  
                $25 per person BYO Drinks 

    

This will be a very special occasion due to some significant service 
awards e.g. 60 years and 50 years being presented. 

 

Bookings will be confirmed on receipt of payment. Please include 
your surname when making direct deposit so we know who has 

paid.   
Direct deposit to Glenlyon Fire Brigade Account  

633 000 / Account Number 108 950 676 
 

Payment can also be made directly to Margret Lockwood at 64 Barkly Street 

Glenlyon or at the fire station on Sunday mornings -  E.g. cash, cheque. 
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ART: 

Malleeart – Expert Picture Framing.  
George Jackson: 5348 7780 

BRICKLAYER: 
Shane Moiler – Quality brickwork,  
no job too small or too large.  
Free quote: 5348 7663, 0407 870 315 

ELECTRICIAN: 
Jamie Grant – Residential, commercial and Powercor au-
thorised contractor.   
0434 357 882 

MAPS:  
Commercial and Community 
Mapsport Cartographic – Ken Dowling  
produces custom biz, recreation and tourist maps for internet 
or print. 5348 3792, ken@ocad.com.au  

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar Door, 
Regional Platters and Function Space available for Wed-
dings, Commitment Ceremonies and Special Occasions. 
Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.  
0427 239 334, Email info@wombatforestwines.com 

MASSAGE: 
Myotherapist  
Emilia Sadler – Porcupine Ridge 
Specialised Soft Tissue Therapy-Massage, Myofascial Dry 
Needling, Chronic and Acute Injury Management; Postural 
Assessment and Corrective Exercise.  Fully Registered, 
Health Fund Rebates Available.  $90 per hour consultation 
($60 Concession). 0433 188 825 

EXCAVATIONS: 
Colin Bainbridge – Creative landscaping, bushfire mitigation
-firebreaks, postholes, etc. 3t Excavator and Bobcat. Good 
hourly rate.  
Colin 0417 746 059 
 

Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t Excavator. Landscaping, trenching, 
stump and post holes, retaining walls and small driveways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

FARM MAINTENANCE: 

Bohdan Evans of Catherine Farm – 
Grass slashing 
Rural fencing 
Ph: 0423 814 393 

Email: bohdanevans@gmail.com  
Facebook: @Catherinefarmglenlyon 
 

Steve Schellekens – Need Farm Maintenance?  

Rural Fencing or Grass Slashing. 

Contact Steve 0408 324 491 

email: sschellekens@bigpond.com 

PLUMBER: 
T Hughes Plumbing – All domestic and commercial 
plumbing and gas fitting. Air conditioning, heater inspection, 
roof plumbing.  
Free quotes ring Toby 0439 616 343 
 

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked 
drain specialist.  
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree 
climber. Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. 
Chipping and stump grinding.  
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015  
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

B & B Rental: 
Glenlyon Country Cottage – Self-contained furnished one
-bedroom cottage with superb views over Loddon Valley. 
Queen size bedroom, light and comfortable living room and 
kitchen, new bathroom. Air conditioner.  
Single nights $120. Longer stays by negotiation.  
Robert:  tel/sms 0418 109 272 

CARPENTER/BUILDER:  
Tinetti Constructions –  
Damian Tinetti – Fully Licensed domestic and commercial 
builder with over 20 years carpentry experience.  
For a free quote call Damian 0448  001 119 

LOCAL  BUSINESS  DIRECTORY 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional Counselling 
Strength Centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442  

Local businesses: 
 

 List your services here  
for $10.00 + GST per month and 
target the local market through a 

circulation of 600.  
 

Contact Wendy on 5348 7792 email 
glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

mailto:bohdanevans@gmail.com

