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A Farewell to Arms Foreshadowed at the Glenlyon Reserve

By Claude Forell
lasting return to clay target shooting at the Glenlyon
ARecreation Reserve has become surprisingly more
problematic.

. Victoria Police must be satisfied that the Reserve
meets its new shooting range safety standards for
renewed approval, and

. Shire Council is committed to finding the gun club
another, more appropriate, venue within a reasonable
time.

These unexpected developments overshadow Council’s
decision on 17 August to grant the Daylesford Field & Game
Association a revised, conditional, three-year licence to
resume shooting at the Reserve once the Environment
Protection Authority (EPA) gives its clearance.

The police Licensing and
Regulation Division
revoked its past approval
of the Reserve just seven
days before last month’s
Council meeting and
notified Council of its
concerns. Police approval
is now a licence condition.
It is likely to require some
serious physical and
operational adaptations.

In a comprise deal
brokered by Cr Jen Bray
and Cr Juliet Simpson,
councillors unanimously
committed to “transition”
the gun club to another
existing shooting site.
Failing that, to help it seek State Government grants to
develop an appropriate, single-use site away from
residential housing. Council officers are to report regularly
on progress towards this goal. The move represents a
concerted effort to reconcile Council’s determination to
ensure the gun club’s survival with a rise of local objections
to, and police concerns about, resumed shooting at the
Glenlyon Reserve. Councillors imposed extra conditions and
restrictions on top of those already recommended by council
officers and endorsed a new provision to terminate the
licence for non-compliance. (See page 4 for the Council
resolution and full list of conditions.)
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File photo: Shooting at Glenlyon Reserve 14 September 2013

The Victorian Firearms Act 1996 was amended in 1997 and
1998 to cover clay target shooting and to require approval
by the Chief Commissioner of Police of the site where such
shooting by members of an approved club may take place.
This means in practice that specialist officers of the police
Licensing and Regulation Division (LRD) will make the
necessary assessment, guided by the latest code of
standards adopted only last year. These may dictate the
permissible direction of firing and may mandate containment
walls that could impinge on other users. A senior LRD officer
who inspected the Reserve in November 2019 — two months
after shooting was suspended on EPA orders — raised
concerns about the Reserve’s suitability as a shooting range
on public safety grounds, but the existing police approval
was not revoked until 10 August this year. Meanwhile the
gun club was mistakenly assured by a council officer that
approval by the Department of

Planning (DELWP), the authority
| responsible for Crown land
3 Reserves, meant that police
; approval was unnecessary.

4 By a 4:3 vote at their July meeting
¥ councillors deferred their decision

4l on the gun club’s licence for a
month to allow for community
« consultation. This involved a

f./” | controversial, sharply-divided,

i Council-appointed “discussion
. group” which is understood to
have proposed more changes to
the licence. The August meeting
of Council was preceded by a
petition with 148 valid signatures
and three speakers in support of
the gun club at the Reserve, and one speaker, Glenlyon
resident Kaye Powell, again pleading that the gun club be
encouraged and helped to find another home. Council now
has taken both views on board.

"
el

It is still not known when the EPA-mandated clean-up of the
contaminated Reserve will be completed or what its final
cost to Council will be. The only certainties are that Victoria
Police will have the final say and that if they do approve,
shooting at the Glenlyon Reserve — while it lasts in a climate
of changing times — will be rather different, much more
onerous and under continued scrutiny by council officers,
EPA and police inspections, and vigilant residents.




Hall Hire

Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2021

all hire and activities have recommenced.

For information contact Hall Booking
officer Kaye 0498 575 664 @\
or email hire@glenlyon.vic.au Be il

For latest information on all community events contact
Joy Durston 5348 7542 or email:
events@glenlyon.vic.au

GPA members will regularly be informed of events via
email.

Good news!
The Glcnlyon ‘Bus” is running again

eed a ride into town?
N For a gold coin donation the Glenlyon ‘bus’ offers
you a return trip by car to Daylesford on Fridays.

The volunteer driver will pick you up at your door, arriving in
Daylesford at 1pm and departing Daylesford at 2.30pm.

Currently we can only transport 3 passengers, so please
book by no later than Thursday to ensure that a ride is
available for you.

Contact Jill Teschendorff 5348 7947 or jt.bee@bigpond.com

Dog walkers are requested to keep their dog on a leash
at the Reserve on days when Pony Club or horses are
present.

September

18  Glenlyon and District Riding Club
19  Glenlyon and District Pony Club
25  Glenlyon Collectors and Restorers
October

10  Glenlyon Collectors and Restorers
16  Glenlyon and District Riding Club
17  Glenlyon and District Pony Club
23 Daylesford Riding for Disabled

Useful Phone Nlumbers

Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633
VicRoads: 13 11 70

1800 226 226 during fire season
1800 668 511 to register your burn-off

BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501
Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535

Manfred Zabinskas,
Five Freedoms Animal Rescue
0438 681 501

SES Flood and Storm 13 2500

Traffic Hazards
Bushfire Infoline
ESTA (VicFire)
Wildlife Rescue

Snake Removal

Council Meetings 2021

H eoburn Shire Council meetings will be held on the
third Tuesday of each month commencing at 6pm.
The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au

Meetings will be live streamed via Council’s Facebook
page

Next meetings:

Tuesday 21 September

Tuesday 19 October

Tuesday 23 November (delayed to the
fourth Tuesday of the month due to the Melbourne Cup
Public Holiday)

Tuesday 21 December

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another
edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community
information publication under the auspices of the
Glenlyon Progress Association.

The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or
Glenlyon Progress Association.

Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to
the Editor are encouraged.

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from
you.

Contact the editor by
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com
or telephone 5348 7792.
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Forest Film Society 3461
Season Three
Program

Due to Covid-19 restrictions,
Season Three has been deferred

FOREST until a later date.
FQLM Further advice will follow.
SCCETY

3461

Catherine
KING MP

Federal Member for Ballarat
© 03 5338 8123
e Cathenne King MP@aph.gov.au

o CatherineKingMpP

o aCatherineKingMP

Standing up for our Communi,

www.catherineking.com.au
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Briefly

COVID in Daylesford

J ust when we expected restrictions to be eased locally, a positive
coronavirus case was detected in Daylesford. To what extent this spreads
depends on all of us. Please make sure you wear your mask correctly - NOT
under your nose, around your chin, dangling off one ear, left on the car seat or
in the drawer at home. Your mask is for personal protection, not a fashion
accessory.
Together with a correctly-worn mask, social distancing and double vaccination
are the three things we can all do to stay safe ourselves and protect our
community. Otherwise the person you pass the virus to could be the one you
love the most.

New Speed Limit on Dirt Roads Expected

The speed limit on the bitumen Daylesford-Malmsbury Road has been

reduced to 80 km for much of its distance, however the unmade
residential roads through Wheatsheaf still have a speed limit of 100kmph. At
present, during lockdown when traffic is at a minimum, this is bad enough for
dog walkers and wildlife, however it becomes dangerous when tourists and
weekenders invade the forest. During the summer months dust from speeding
drivers settles on washing, roofs and is washed into tanks used for drinking
water. Residents who have taken up the issue with Hepburn Shire and
VicRoads have been assured that it will get attention and expect the limit to be
reduced to 50km in the near future.

Whisky Drinker Taken to Task by Child

This month, 12-year-old Tilly from Wheatsheaf writes about picking up

rubbish on her daily walk with her grandmother (page 10). It is not just
any old rubbish, however. Whisky cans and cigarette packets make up the
bulk of it. The person who discards it should be ashamed of themselves for
having a child pick up after them.

Hall Bookings

This will, no doubt, change before long. After combing through COVID-19
regulations we can find two that could reference our hall at present. One
says there can be no more than 10 people gathering together and another
says community facilities can have up to 20 people. If we happen to go back
to the four square metres per person rule then the hall can have 22 people
(it's actually 21.9 people but we're not carving locals up - yet).
This means some of the smaller community groups that regularly use the hall
can return. Just remember to mask up, check in and be nice.

GPA Meetings

As was the case last year, Glenlyon Progress Association still has to wait

until regulations are lifted before an AGM or General Meeting can be
held. All members will be notified by email as soon as it is possible to have
sufficient people in the Hall to accommodate everyone. In the meantime
please ensure your membership is paid and up-to-date to be eligible to vote
when the time comes.

Bund S Ratt

Survey question: Would you consider contributing to a small-scale sewer
system for your town?
https://participate.hepburn.vic.gov.au/domestic-wastewater-management-plan
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What an interesting way of dealing with objectors to
, increased development in small settlements! A small-
i o St scale sewer system would allow planning for more
,/, .*,_“\,_J subdivisions into smaller blocks and have the existing
— residents pay for it. Very cunning!
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Ramblings from the
Bramble Patch

O ne of the great mysteries of life is

why there are not dead pigeons in
Vincent Street Daylesford. My heart
stops every time | see one or more of
these birds calmly picking up crumbs in
the middle of the traffic and then
nonchalantly strolling out of the way of
approaching cars. The worst places are
in front of bakeries and at the round-
about near the post office. Every time |
cross the road outside the well-known
coffee venue | expect to see piles of
feathers.

Another great mystery is that anyone
would think coronavirus is not real and
that they do not have to wear a mask or
get vaccinated. If these dingbats want
to play Russian roulette with their own
and their families’ lives that is fine, but
when their actions put me and the
people | love at risk it is a different
ballgame. A small island in a big ocean
is the best place for them.

As a postscript, we now have a case of
COVID-19 in Daylesford. | am not
surprised. It was only a matter of time
until one of the selfish people from
metropolitan hotspots decided that they
had to travel for a cup of coffee.

We are being told that we will have to
learn to live with the virus, but with a
high percentage of our population in
the older age bracket, we can only
hope we do. At least us oldies have
gained a few brains and will all be
getting our vaccinations. Harold and |
made sure we had both of ours. We
were a little unwell for a while
afterwards, it is true, but better than
being seriously ill. We have seen a
family member in ICU on a ventilator
and it is not good. Further, they have
not been “quite right” ever since.

But enough doom and gloom! The sun
is shining, birds are singing, flowers are
blooming and the ducks have paired up
for breeding. Life goes on despite the
folly of mankind. There is more than
enough work to be done in the garden
to keep me busy at home and away
from our nearest town.

Al

“Kindness is the purest form of human

love”, Hugh Mackay author of The Kindness
Revolution.
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Compromise

t the August Council Public Meeting held on Tuesday 17 August, the vexing question of Daylesford Field &
AGame’s licence to resume shooting at Glenlyon Reserve was finally settled after months of debate. The following

Motion as recorded in the Minutes is available at:
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Draft-Public-Minutes-Ordinary-Meeting-of-Council-17-
August-2021.pdf

Gun Club Licence decision 17 August 2021
MINUTES - ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL - 17 AUGUST 2021

MOTION

That Council:

1. a. Commits to transition the Daylesford Field & Game Association Inc. to an alternate site within a reasonable time
frame and that the club be assisted to move once a suitable site is found;

b. Will work with the Daylesford Field & Game Association Inc to explore other potential sites and help them apply
for State Government grants to facilitate both the move and the development of a single purpose appropriate site, away
from encroaching housing developments, so as to ensure the Club’s future;

c. Will ensure that if a suitable new site is found that the licence will not be renewed at Glenlyon Recreation
Reserve.

d. Requires officers to provide regular 6 monthly reports on the progress of the alternate site investigation.

2. Approves the renewal of the Licence for the Daylesford Field & Game Association Inc. for the use of Glenlyon

Recreation Reserve (the Reserve) for a period of 3 years including special conditions, as follows:

a. Provision for public access control during events, including signage and locked gates at all entrances;

b. No use of targets that contain contaminants, and instead only use environmentally friendly targets free of
Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH) in line with the International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) definition of
requirements for eco-friendly clay targets.

c. No use of lead shot pellets and instead only use environmentally appropriate shot pellets for all shooting
activities;

d. No use of plastic wads and instead only use Compostable wads for any shooting conducted at the Reserve and
include in the licence a definition for Compostable wads;

e. Commitment to removal of waste (wads, cartridges, broken targets etc.) before another user group event or as
agreed with the Community Asset Committee within 72 hours after the Daylesford Field & Game Association Inc. event;

f. Change hours of shooting to between 9:00am and 5:00pm, however timing of set-up, pack-down and clean-up
will be as required;

g. Maximum 12 meets per year;

h. If extra shoot days per meet for special shoot events are to be permitted (at a maximum of 2 extra days per
year) the Licensee must apply to the Licensor in writing and: must give 1 month notice to Glenlyon residents of extra day
and times, Sunday shooting hours to be 12 noon — 5pm.

i. Shooting will not be scheduled: Between 17 December and 2 January each year; Or during the Easter Long
weekend.

j. The Licensee to publish and clearly display at the event a set of rules and ensure that club members and visitors
read and abide by them;

k. Activities will be undertaken in accordance with an Environmental Management Plan (EMP) that considers the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Guidelines for Managing Shooting Ranges and Noise from Outdoor Shooting
Ranges;

l. Increased monitoring of compliance by Council with provision to terminate the licence for non-compliance
following a formal process as detailed in the licence; (NB. the Licence offered will be as.17(2) Licence under the Crown
Land (Reserves) Act 1978);

3. Requires the commencement of the Licence be subject to, at the expense of Daylesford Field & Game Association
Inc.:
a. the preparation of an Environmental Management Plan (EMP) to the satisfaction of the Environmental
Protection Authority (EPA) for inclusion in the Licence; and
b. compliance with all conditions required by law in relation to their use of licensed premises for the permitted use;

4, Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to execute the licence document for and on behalf of Council after
execution by the Licensee.

Moved: Cr Jen Bray, Seconded: Cr Juliet Simpson - Carried

Cr Bray called for a division: Voting in favour: Cr Brian Hood, Cr Don Henderson, Cr Jen Bray, Cr Juliet Simpson, Cr
Lesley Hewitt, Cr Tessa Halliday, Cr Tim Drylie

Voting against: Nil.
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Public T oilets Plan

t last the great toilet debate appears to be reaching a resolution. Hepburn Shire Council has released its
Apreferred option for public toilets to replace those demolished.

Several locations in Glenlyon
have been considered for these
facilities. The Glenlyon Hall is
considered the most suitable and
practicable regarding construction,
public use and affordability. The
Glenlyon Progress Association
Committee of Management has been
approached in its capacity as Hall
managers, with regard to a suitable
location and design. The selected site,
behind the old fire shed, is on Council-
owed land outside that administered by
GPA. COVID-19, with associated
restrictions and lockdowns has made
face-to-face meetings by Hepburn
Shire Council with the public impossi-
ble, however members of the public are
welcome to communicate any concerns
directly with Adrien Rousset by email:
arousset@hepburn.vic.gov.au
The proposed site and layout is
published here.

While this location is not directly visible
from Barkly Street, sufficient and
suitable road signage will be erected to
ensure all prospective users are aware
of the location.

The existing septic system has been
assessed for overall usage by the
Hall kitchen and toilet plus the
proposed new public toilet and its =

use has been deemed as k -

appropriate. Essential maintenance @ + 33 “
and emptying of the existing septic

tank will be carried out before

connecting the new toilets to it. @

parking spot as well as use of the
existing space are both proposed
as separate options with
connecting footpath to allow ﬂ -
disabled access when the Hall is — .

not open. Signage will be % ® ® ®
constructed to ensure that the N :
existing parking area at the front of ® :
the building is used for larger e e 1‘_‘ T !
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which DDA parking space option is
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Security lighting will be provided to
ensure safe and secure use of the
facilities at night. Low wattage lights on motion sensors are planned to be sensibly located and obscured from local
properties.
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Wattle Week Winners

e are excited to bring you the first prize winners of the

Wattle Week poetry and photographic competitions.

The judge’s comments for the photographs are
included here and the comments for the poetry are on page 7.
More poems and photographs will be included in future issues
of GDN. Congratulations to all winners and entrants.

Don’t Blink
By Mez Lanigan

Glenlyon; 25 minutes away, light years ahead

Bigger on the inside, more than meets the eye
There it is! | say, nearly every time we drive by
Don't blink.

| marvel as it materializes on our approach

A tiny thrill dances along my vertebrae as it appears
You won't see it if you don’t look, keep your eyes open
Don't blink.

An unexpected anomaly amongst plants in a garden
Transports my wandering mind to another dimension
So obvious, so discreet, just look, | say

Don't blink.

An unwitting town mascot

The intergalactic highlight of my drive
An unassuming icon, a visual surprise
Don’t blink.

A little town a little garden a little police box
A beacon between here and there

A tangible glimpse of an imagined future
Don’t blink.

A metaphor for a magical place
Small village without, big heart within
To know what you might be missing
Don't blink.

The mist on the distant side of the lake and the muted col-
ours of the winter foliage blurs the scenery to such a degree
to make the image look somewhat like a painting. The reflec-
tions on the far side of the lake creates triangle in the water
so that the eye is drawn across the lake from the very crisp
and intensely coloured foreground details. The overall effect
is a very pleasing image.

In Glenlyon Spring is Here
By Bella (12 years)

The sky is blue ﬂ‘
The daffodils are yellow W,
The new leaves are green. .

In Glenlyon Spring is here.

The bees are buzzing,
Many birds are singing
Noisy mowers are cutting the grass.
In Glenlyon Spring is here.

The wind is gentle,

The sun is warmer,

The scent of flowers fills the air,
In Glenlyon Spring is here.

The kids are playing outside again,
Riding bikes and kicking balls,

This is a very well taken wildlife shot and | assume it was captured around the = Having fun jumping on trampolines,
district. The detail of the eagle stands out well against the background and it In Glenlyon Spring is here.
appears very graceful in flight with its wings spread. Great framing and focus

for a moving target. The only downside is its not immediately recognisable as

being in Glenlyon. Great shot!
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Poetry Competition Results

his year Anne E Stewart was the judge of the

Glenlyon Wattle Week Poetry Competition. Anne

lives in Daylesford. She is a storyteller, writer and
broadcaster who has been telling stories since 1977 in
Australia’s major cultural institutions, art galleries libraries,
as well as ABC radio and TV. Anne has been invited to the
UK, Columbia, Mexico and Iran. She runs storytelling
workshops and masterclasses. Anne has been a member of
the Daylesford Poetry Group since 2020, enjoying and
showing flair in this area of literature.

The theme of the Glenlyon Poetry Competition 2021 was
Glenlyon/home/community ~ Capture and share what you
love about Glenlyon — the beautiful landscapes, people,
sights and sounds that you hold dear. The quality of this
year’s entries made the decision about the winners difficult.
Anne’s decision came down to considering how well the
poems related to this year’s theme.

First prize - $200 “Don’t Blink” by Mez Lanigan. Anne E
Stewart commented: “ So many wonderful elements of
Glenlyon captured. The poem is a playful look at the reality
that Glenlyon is a small town with a big heart. It has a clever

and humorous refrain.”

Second prize - $100 “The Beauty of
Glenlyon” by Dianne Osborne. Anne E
Stewart said,

“Wonderful rhythm and images of
Glenlyon, rippling grass —birds in sudden
fight. It is like a painting of vignettes around Glenlyon.”

Third prize - $50 “An ode to Bunijil” by Dan Harris. Anne E
Stewart said, “I enjoyed this nod to historic Glenlyon and its
nod to the creator deity Bunjil, the wedge-tailed eagle. Itis a
spiritual and cultural look at Glenlyon, asking “What price
progress?”

Children’s Section: The judge was impressed with the
poems entered by students aged from 6 to 12 years. A great
effort from all entrants.

First prize - $50 Bella: In Glenlyon Spring Is Here. Lovely
images and use of the refrain.

Second prize -$25 Lakshmi: Glenlyon. Very good rhyming.
Third prize - $20 Rose: Glenlyon. A wonderful effort from
someone so young.

Thanks to all those who entered the competition.

No, Minister: Now Who's Cauing the Skots’?

By Anon
he Minister and private secretary Bernard review
; recent events. She is pleased, Sir Barnaby not so
much.

Minister: Well, Bernard, we couldn’t have wished for a
better result in the circumstances. Such pressures from both
sides. The challenge of securing Cabinet support. We have
reached a compromise that seemed beyond reach a month
earlier.

Bernard: Yes indeed, Minister. The gun club has
secured its licence, be it to shoot at the Glenlyon reserve or,
sooner or later, somewhere else. Cabinet has acknowledged
that the mixed-use reserve isn’t really suited to be a periodic
shooting range. But there is still a catch or two.

Minister: | know. Finding an alternative site won’t be
easy. And in the meantime, the need for police approval
came as a surprise to us and a shock to the gun club. They
were under the impression they still had it or didn’t need it.
Bernard: Yes, Minister, it's another complication. First
we have had to contend with expensive tests and clean-up
orders mandated by the EPA. Now it’s also an issue of
ensuring public safety to the satisfaction of the police.

But, just between ourselves, there’s one compensation.
Minister: Do tell, Bernard.

Bernard: Sir Barnaby and his hierarchy are, if not
distinctly disgruntled, far from gruntled by Cabinet
overturning their considered recommendations. Accustomed
as they are to having their advice accepted, preferably
without question.

Minister: Quite so, Bernard, that wicked thought had
crossed my mind. But | do have a responsibility to my
constituents. As | said in my election manifesto, | will
consult and listen, exercise my judgment without fear or
favour, and endeavour to reconcile conflicting interests and
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opinions.

Bernard: This you have done, Minister. First, you and
the Member for Birkshire thwarted the officers’ attempt to
push through their recommendation without prior community
consultation, then a month later you both persuaded your
colleagues to adopt your compromise resolution.

Minister: It was a joint agreement. But | must say the
gun club did come up with a late surge of support to counter
the campaign against resumed shooting at the reserve by a
vocal group of local residents.

Bernard: Yes, Minister. There was a long petition by gun
club supporters, although about a third of the signatures had
to be struck out as invalid. Plus three speakers in support,
more reasonable than one of their Facebook posts arguing
that clean-up costs “may have been mitigated or nullified if
self-righteous ideologues had not brought such misguided
complaints” to our attention. “Perhaps they should foot the
bill”.

Minister: Well, | can see a twisted logic in that. But
seriously, Bernard, it is an emotional issue, and we must all
be fair and respectful.

Bernard: As you say, Minister. But may | venture just
this observation: the normal rule is that those who cause
contamination of public land should pay the cost of cleaning
it up. In this case, the perpetrators are instead being
rewarded with a renewed, albeit conditional, licence and we
are being held responsible by the Ministry for Environment
and Crown Land for the clean up and the cost.

Minister: Let us be grateful for small mercies. We have
shown Sir Barnaby and his officers that we, not they, call the
shots. And | have reason to hope that | am now clear of the
crossfire of a conflicted community. What we can’t readily
change is the division of constitutional responsibilities.
Bernard: No, Minister.




A Surfeit of Surveys and Plethora of Plans

COMMENT by Claude Forell

ne of the sad signs of dementia is repeatedly asking
O the same questions to which you have already been

given the same answers. Hepburn Shire Council
seems to be suffering a similar syndrome. In a series of
surveys over recent years Council has asked people - and
been told in reply — pretty much the same over a similar
range of issues. Like what they think and feel about their
community, what they like and don’t like, what they need or
want. Now, | suspect, residents wouldn’t mind putting a
couple of questions to Council in return. Like: So what are
you going to do about it? And when? Given its limited
responsibilities and resources, not to mention its costly
financial bungling, | fear Council’s responses amount to: Not

all that much. Not all that soon. But we do have lots of
plans.

As directed by a bossy State Government and with its
vaunted enthusiasm for community engagement, Council
has embarked on yet another round of gauging public
opinion, this time for its grandly entitled Hepburn Together
Community Vision and Council Plan. More than 1400
ratepayers and residents have been directly quizzed and
there has been another round of discussion group meetings
and local drop-in sessions to input information for the 10-
year Vision and four-year Plan.

So what did we say we want? Strong planning to maintain
the shire’s rural character, liveability, lifestyle, heritage, and
a calm environment. Preservation of farmland and open
spaces, and sustainable development supported by
appropriate infrastructure. Sympathetic planning practices
that preserve the character of the area. Having a voice in
these matters in dealing with Council (and presumably
being heeded, which would be something new). But haven’t
we said and hasn’t Council heard all this before? Indeed we
have, and so has Council. It already had the Community
Engagement Report, published in February 2020, by its own
planning consultants. This came up with the same general
sentiments fleshed out in greater detail. Plus better
protection for our environment, better transport connections
and more controls over urban development. Glenlyon
respondents expressed concerns about housing subdivi-
sions, security of water supply and effluent disposal.

All this sounded uncannily similar to the concerns covered
by and the responses to a local survey conducted by the
Glenlyon Progress Association and submitted to Council in
2018. And again expressed at recent public meetings
convened by concerned citizens in Glenlyon. It is worth
recalling the genesis of all this community consultation and
planning. In the beginning, there was a plan, and it didn’t
come from above. It was GPA that, on its own initiative and
with invited representatives from Coomoora and Drum-
mond, drew up the pioneering Glenlyon and District
Community Plan. That was in 2004. A few years later
Daylesford, Hepburn Springs, Creswick, Clunes and
Trentham developed community plans of their own. Not till
2014 did Hepburn Shire Council proclaim its first Communi-
ty Planning Strategy, with the aim of creating or renewing —
read taking control of — community plans for 11 local
districts in the shire.
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Fast forward to 2019. A keen young Council community
development officer engaged with GPA to review the
Glenlyon and District Plan, which had been updated in
2010. He began by listing previous concerns and
suggestions in order of priority, and noting what had been
accomplished and what remained to be done.
(Dissatisfaction with the general store headed the list).
Before he could finish the task he departed in unexplained
circumstances. His successor produced a report of muddled
prose that involved “charter groups” of Council-chosen
citizens to be “trained and educated” by her to “assist”
Council in creating or revising community plans for each
district in turn over a number of years.

After being stalled for about a year, this Council-controlled
initiative was temporarily suspended (except for Lyonville)
before it really started — leaving Glenlyon and district without
an up-dated community plan it could and should have had
by now — to make way for the Hepburn Together project. In
between, last year saw yet another burst of Council-driven
pulse-taking. This time with the appointment of themed
“focus groups” under the auspices of the Hepburn Planning
Scheme Review. For what purpose? To focus on five topics:
natural environment, built environment, heritage, rural and
agriculture, and tourism/local environment. Do you not
perceive some measure of duplication here? Many
residents would be content if Council just concentrated on
the basics, such as filling potholes, blitzing noxious weeds,
collecting garbage and applying planning rules fairly and
consistently.

Now the emphasis is on the more ambitious Hepburn
Together, which also embraces at State Government behest
a community health and well-being component. (One
unsurprising corona-crisis finding: our alcohol consumption
is up 25%.) You might also note the metamorphosis of all
this obsessive togetherness. What began as a grassroots
initiative by local residents formulating their own community
plans has evolved into a collection of Council-chosen,
Council-controlled charter, focus, advisory or discussion
groups whose membership is not even disclosed to the
communities they are supposed to represent. It's not
enough that some public-spirited citizens chosen by Council
should volunteer their time and effort in the name of
community engagement. Citizens presumably with business
experience or professional qualifications, and active
involvement in community organisations and local events.
They must first be “trained and educated” by some junior
bureaucrat. The words grandmother and eggs spring to
mind.

Oh, there’s another gem in the
expensive reams of documentation
produced by Council in the name of
community engagement. “Promise
to the public: we will implement
what you decide.” Can you believe
that? Looks to me like a winged
porker of the proverbial airborne
kind.
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Letter to the Editor

Late Entries

In response to Claude Forell’s article
entitled ‘Not So Happy in Holcombe’ |
felt nothing but sadness. We live in a
beautiful, some would say, idyllic part of
Victoria and it appears that we have
nothing nice to say. It took until the
second last paragraph to find that we
were looking at a sample size of 69
Holcombe residents. Claude did point
out a margin of error of up to 12% given
the small sample size. The survey is a
random selection conducted by phone.
Looking at the Survey Data, page

15 ,The Overall Performance: Very
good 1%, Good 17%, Average 38% ,
Poor 30% and Very Poor is 14%.
(Claude seems to have inadvertently
omitted average and consequently
overstated poor and very poor). He is
correct in pointing out we in Holcombe
seem less satisfied than the rest of
Hepburn Shire.

| am not sure what purpose mentioning
our previous councillor had. It seems to
me that this was just uncalled for. This
sort of vitriol does nothing to encourage
others to stand for public office. As for
the staff at council | would like to thank
them for their efforts.

Lorraine Hayes

issue of GDN. In my enthusiasm for promoting Wattle Week, |
mistakenly put the closing date of the competitions as 28 September
instead of 22 September. As a result some entries were received too late to
be included in the judging.
Dianne Tran submitted six photographs and her two children entered a poem.
lan Head entered 12 photographs.
Needless to say, | cannot include them all, so | have selected a photo from
each to include for your enjoyment.
My sincerest apologies to Dianne, Joaquin and Anais and to lan Head

T he Editor is embarrassed to admit to making a mistake in last month’s

-
-l

M

Above: A black and white study, The Road Ahead by Dianne Tran

Left: A delightful colour photograph by lan Head

HERE IN GLENLYON
by Joaquin Flores (10 years) &
Anais Flores (8 years)

In Glenlyon, you will see

It thriving with wildlife and nature.
The hills are green and rolling,

The sunsets you will want to capture.

Everyone knows each other here,
And the faces are nice and friendly.
We love catching the bus after school,
Because we all live locally.

During this period of lockdown,
We appreciate nature so near.
With all the space surrounding us,
It feels like home right here.




10

Anyhow... Shame on | jtterers!

By Tilly (12 years)
0 you remember when covid wasn’t a thing? Nan and | decided we were going to go for a walk every day. So,
D we decided we would walk to the end of Gays Road, then left into Lightwood Drive and then right into Griffiths
Lane until we got to Daylesford-Malmsbury Road. We did our walk for several days and realised there was a lot
of rubbish on both sides of the road. We decided to do something about it.

The next day we walked, we took gloves and re-usable bags with us to pick up any rubbish we saw. We didn’t realise
how quickly our bags would fill up. Even we were shocked at how much rubbish there was. So, then we decided we
needed to have BIG clean-up. We came home and got Nan'’s ute with five big tubs in the back and off we went. We
ended up with five full tubs and four bags full of rubbish.

We picked up lots of different things but the most common things we found were whisky and cola cans and empty
Winfield cigarette packets. When the big clean-up was finished, we maintained our walking route. After a few months of
walking, we took a break. Recently we decided to start walking again. We were sad to see a build-up of

whisky cans and Winfield packets along with many glass bottles (some broken some not). We decided

to pick it all up again. On our way back, two nice men offered to take our bags of rubbish (thank you —
o). .

We feel so lucky to live in such a beautiful area and it is so sad to see the rubbish all over the ground. If
you are the people who have been throwing your rubbish on the ground, please think before you do it.
When you go on your walk, maybe think about taking a pair of gloves and a re-usable bag with you.

We got a lot of satisfaction from our clean-ups and if you would like to do it in your area, you will too.
With thanks, Tilly and Cherie.

Fire Season Preparation

the storm damage to think about the coming fire season, here is an excellent introduction to this year’s fire prepara-

I f you are like many of us who have been too concerned with coping with coronavirus and too busy cleaning up after
tion.

Bushfire Resilience Inc (BRI) has been running a series of free webinars over the last couple of months. BRI is an
independent organisation that is not associated with, and does not promote the interests, of any other organisation or
community group. Its purpose is to facilitate the provision of information about bushfires to the community.

Webinar 1 Reduce your house and property risk
Justin Leonard from the CSIRO will provide practical knowledge and strategies to assist in preparing your home to
reduce the risk of damage from bushfire.

Webinar 2 Get water ready: tanks, pumps and sprinklers
What tools and systems do you need in place to help prepare your house for bushfire? Hear from industry expert Justin
Leonard from the CSIRO about best practice to prepare your home for the upcoming bushfire season

Webinar 3 Your physical and emotional preparation
An expert panel including Dr Rob Gordon will provide vital information on how to look after yourself, family and friends
in the event of bushfire.

Webinar 4 Triggers to take action

Presented by an expert panel including Dr Kevin Tolhurst, Dr Katherine Haynes, Dr Danielle Clode and Dr Raphaele
Blanchi who provide vital information to help you make informed decisions when developing your bushfire plan and
knowing when to take action on high-risk fire days. We hope that it is a valuable experience for you.

Webinar 5 Your sheltering options
Dr Raphael Blanchi from the CSIRO and an expert panel will explain why the best-laid plans sometimes do not work
out. What are your survival options if this happens to you?

Recordings of this year’s webinars are now available to view at https://bushfireresilience.org.au which has information
about webinars and presenters and will soon have useful bushfire information, questions and answers, and more
videos.
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LOCAL GROUP
CONTACTS

Please contact individual groups regarding
their present arrangements

Central Highlands Goat Club:
Neil Pearson 0490 083 954

Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167
Jody Walllace, Vice President 5348 4245

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:
Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539

Glenlyon CFA:
Russ Newton 5348 7895
Juniors: Jess Newton 5348 7895

Glenlyon CFA Volleyball:
Colin Priest 5348 7674

Glenlyon Forest Group:
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

Glenlyon Playgroup:
Amanda 0438 847 682

Glenlyon Pony Club:
Sarah Klas 0438 583 176
glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:
Joy Durston 5348 7542

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve:
Bob Kennedy 5348 7692
Chris Clare 0429 833 766

Glenlyon Sports Club:
Evan Davis 5348 7737
0407 093 866

Glenlyon Ukulele Team
Joy Durston 5348 7542

Glenlyon Upper Loddon
Landcare Group:
Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539

Glenlyon Village Market:
Dan Harris 0458 798 976

Glenlyon Wool Crafters:
Pam Harris 0458 798 976

Hepburn Seeds Savers:
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999
riverseedfarm@gmail.com

Insight Meditation:
Frances Guerin 5348 7657

Riding for the Disabled:
Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749

Glenlyon Weather Summary - August 2021

By John Cable
ainfall during August was below the long-term average with
Andrew Hitchman at Dairy Flat Road recording 76mm for a
year-to-date (YTD) total of 732.5mm, maintaining his lead
over Murrell Osborne in Glenlyon, who recorded 70mm for a YTD of
664mm, while the author at Butlers Lane, recorded 65mm for a
YTD of 577mm.

The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) is forecast to stay negative for the
Spring months while the El Nino Southern Oscillation index (ENSO)
remains neutral. Spring rainfall is likely to be above the median for
the eastern two thirds of Australia with a 75% chance of 150mm in
this region. Crop forecasts look good for most of the grain
belt with the exception of the far north west of the State.

Denise’s (Garden

By Denise Smith
very day, if | can, | take a walk around the garden, to check
on progress. At this time of the year, there is certainly plenty
of progress to check.

After all the rain, plants are springing to life and flower all over the
place. Unfortunately, so are the weeds.

There are literally hundreds of daffodils, but sadly, for the second
year in a row, nobody can visit to enjoy them with us. | think we are
developing ‘survivor guilt’. Bees have appeared, and | have seen my
first butterflies, closely followed by the first blowflies.

In the vegetable garden the purple-sprouting broccoli is coming on,
there are two remaining miracle cauliflowers, and we are picking a
little asparagus. The perpetual spinach continues to star.

As | walk, | am constantly reminded of people. A pot of miniature
daffodils, ‘rescued’ from the garden of our late friend John, shortly
before the bulldozer turned his lifetime of treasures into yet another
McMansion site. There are six tree peonies, a gift from our generous
friend Ann, who is no longer able to tend her beautiful Melbourne
garden. There are hydrangeas and primulas from Beth. And, there
are memories of my mum. She would have loved this garden of
bulbs and blossom, and she is here in
‘N Ay~ - ' spirit, in the form of a gardenia. Amazingly,
this has survived the cold, tucked on a

\ f ¢ north-facing verandah, and flowers well.
w So often, gardens are more than just
o plants.

Glenlyon District News

Avre you getting your copy every month?

The original and only not-for-profit community publication
serving Glenlyon district since 2001
The Glenlyon District News, is delivered free to mailboxes in the

Glenlyon region,
is available at Glenlyon Hall in the yellow box located on the
fenceline at the southwest corner,
Darryl Wilson Optometrists, 75 Vincent Street, Daylesford,
and online at www.glenlyon.vic.au
If you would prefer to receive your copy via email, let us know at
dlenlyonnews@gmail.com
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LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY

ARBORIST:

Tyson’s Tree Service — Qualified arborist and tree
climber. Assessment, pruning and removal of trees.
Chipping and stump grinding.

Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com

ART:
Malleeart — Expert Picture Framing.
George Jackson: 5348 7780

B & B Rental:

Glenlyon Country Cottage — Self-contained furnished one
-bedroom cottage with superb views over Loddon Valley.
Queen size bedroom, light and comfortable living room and
kitchen, new bathroom. Air conditioner.

Single nights $120. Longer stays by negotiation.

Robert: tel/sms 0418 109 272

BIKE REPAIRS:

The Bike Space — bicycle repairs, upcycled bike sales
and mountain biking skills coaching service for Glenlyon
and surrounding areas.

Contact Eric 0407 819 677

BRICKLAYER:

Shane Moiler — Quality brickwork,

no job too small or too large.

Free quote: 5348 7663, 0407 870 315

BUSINESS SERVICES:

Kindle Business Support - Administration Services,
Digital Marketing, Brand Identity. One off/short term or
ongoing support available.

Contact Melanie to discuss your requirements

0408 243 094 or hello@kindlebusinesssupport.com.au

CARPENTER/BUILDER:

Tinetti Constructions —

Damian Tinetti — Fully Licensed domestic and commercial
builder with over 20 years carpentry experience.

For a free quote call Damian 0448 001 119

COUNSELLING:

Access Your Potential — Professional Counselling
Strength Centred counselling services for families, children,
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome.
Servicing all areas.

Call Mirelle 0429 807 442

ELECTRICIAN:

Jamie Grant — Residential, commercial and Powercor
authorised contractor.

0434 357 882

Local businesses:
List your services here
for $10.00 + GST per month and target the local market through a circu-
lation of 600.
Contact Wendy on 5348 7792 email glenlyonnews@gmail.com
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EXCAVATIONS:

Colin Bainbridge — Creative landscaping, bushfire mitigation
-firebreaks, postholes, etc. 3t Excavator and Bobcat. Good
hourly rate.

Colin 0417 746 059

Jamie Liversidge — 1.7t Excavator. Landscaping, trenching,
stump and post holes, retaining walls and small driveways.
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432

FARM MAINTENANCE:

Bohdan Evans of Catherine Farm —
Grass slashing

Rural fencing

Ph: 0423 814 393

Email: bohdanevans@gmail.com
Facebook: @Catherinefarmglenlyon

Steve Schellekens — Need Farm Maintenance?
Rural Fencing or Grass Slashing.

Contact Steve 0408 324 491

email: sschellekens@bigpond.com

GARDENING:

Diego’s Gardening and Chainsawing Services —

Chain sawing and wood splitting. Lawn mowing,
brushcutting/whipper snipping. Garden Maintenance
Contact Diego 0410 359 686 Email diegojoha@gmail.com

MAPS:

Commercial and Community

Mapsport Cartographic — Ken Dowling

produces custom biz, recreation and tourist maps for internet
or print. 5348 3792, ken@ocad.com.au

MASSAGE:

Myotherapist

Emilia Sadler — Porcupine Ridge

Specialised Soft Tissue Therapy-Massage, Myofascial Dry
Needling, Chronic and Acute Injury Management; Postural
Assessment and Corrective Exercise. Fully Registered,
Health Fund Rebates Available. $90 per hour consultation
($60 Concession). 0433 188 825

PLUMBER:

T Hughes Plumbing — All domestic and commercial
plumbing and gas fitting. Air conditioning, heater inspection,
roof plumbing.

Free quotes ring Toby 0439 616 343

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains — Hot water service
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked
drain specialist.

Contact Jono 0483 316 057

WINERY:

Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space —
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar Door,
Regional Platters and Function Space available for Wed-
dings, Commitment Ceremonies and Special Occasions.
Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.

0427 239 334, Email info@wombatforestwines.com
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