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Forest Film Society 3461is Back! 

Covering Coomoora, Denver, Drummond, Glenlyon, Porcupine Ridge and Wheatsheaf 

Established 2001        Member CNAV 

By Claude Forell 

D emand for property in Glenlyon and district soared by 
an astonishing 54% in 2021 despite its having the 
second most expensive housing in Hepburn Shire 

(after Hepburn Springs) with an average estimated value of 
$891,929, up just 7% for the year. 
 

These statistics from realestate.com.au need some 
qualifications. Demand is extrapolated from number of 
“engaged buyers”, which is not same as 
the number of properties actually sold. 
The estimated value takes no account of 
the size of the property. Last year some 
country estates advertised for more than 
$2 million were offered for sale. And at 
one stage in 2020-21 the average value 
in Glenlyon was estimated at more than 
$1 million. Currently four vacant half-acre 
blocks of land – vacant except for being 
studded with mature chestnut trees - are 
listed for  sale for a cheeky $500,000 
each. They were originally a detached 
part of the Glenlyon Nutty Fruit Farm. 
 

Clunes is still the cheapest place in the shire to buy or rent. 
Demand there slumped by 31% but the average value rose 
13% to $466,446. Houses there took the longest time to sell: 
an average 74 days. Median rental was $343 compared with 
$434 in Glenlyon. If you can find somewhere to rent, that is. 
 

Creswick is a little costlier. Zero change in demand 
compared with the previous year but values surged 26% to 

$527,080, with rent a relatively affordable $361. Trentham 
came  second to Glenlyon at an average value at $889,476, 
with 32% surge in demand, and the most expensive place in 
the shire to rent at $473. 
 

The shire’s metropolis of Daylesford, Hepburn Springs and 
Hepburn showed mixed results. Hepburn Springs was the 
most expensive at $908,082, up 38%, but demand fell 12%. 
Rental, if available, was relatively reasonably at $415. 

Daylesford values rose the most in the 
shire by 39% to $867,253, with rents 
averaging $443. Hepburn values were 
up by $730,653, but demand rose only 
10%, with rents at $422. There is no 
information for Coomoora or 
Drummond. 
 

Elsewhere in the region, housing in 
Woodend understandably costs much 
more than anywhere in Hepburn 
Shire. Expect to pay an average 
$972,924 – after no change in 
demand – or $561 in rent. Fancy 
Kyneton? Values went up 30% to 

$822,073, rents averaging $474. Further along the Calder 
corridor, Malmsbury experienced the biggest rise in values, 
61% to $766,860, demand dropping by 5%, with rents at 
$472. Castlemaine is cheaper and was less in demand, 
down 6%. Values there rose 28% to $703,639, and only 
$404 for a place to rent. 

F orest Film Society 3461 (FFS) will be up and running at Glenlyon Hall on the first Friday of each month 
starting from 4 March. It’s been a rocky time to try and plan anything thanks to coronavirus, but we’re 
hoping the rest of the Greek alphabet will stay put and not be given to another variant. Let’s give it a go! 

 

FFS is a members’ group so you need to sign up before the screenings start. It’s easy. Just work out which 
membership options you would like and transfer the amount into the GPA account. More information is on pages 
2 and 3 of this publication. 
 

On 4 March is the 2019 French thriller, The Translators, directed by Régis Roinsard. Nine translators group 
together to work on a top secret manuscript, but they soon find themselves inside a living nightmare when the 
first ten pages of the book mysteriously appear online.  
“What could have been a dull and very French lecture in modern linguistics becomes a high-stakes whodunit 

where the usual suspects are not your typical movie culprits. 4 stars.” (https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/the_translators)  
 

Sign up and enjoy a relaxing evening. Soup and bread served at 6.15pm before the film starts at 7.15pm.  

Housing Demand Soars in Glenlyon 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=R%C3%A9gis_Roinsard&action=edit&redlink=1
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Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue   
             0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

H all hire and activities have recommenced. 
For information contact Hall Booking 
officer Kaye 0438 261 096 

hire@glenlyon.vic.au    
 

For latest information on all community events contact 
Joy Durston 5348 7542 events@glenlyon.vic.au    
  

GPA members will regularly be informed of events via 
email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another edition of The 
Glenlyon District News, a community information publication under 
the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association.  
The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or 
Glenlyon Progress Association.   
Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to 
the Editor are encouraged.  
We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from you.  
Contact the editor: glenlyonnews@gmail.com or 5348 7792. 

 

4 March  The Translators (2019) 
1 April     Emu Runner (2018) 
6 May      Honeyland (2019) 
3 June     Leave No Trace (2018))1 
July       Ailo’s Journey (2019) 
 Soup and bread at 6.15pm 
           Film commences at 7.15pm 

Hall Hire Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2022 

Glenlyon District News  
Are you getting your copy every month? 

The original and only not-for-profit community 
publication serving Glenlyon district since 2001  

The Glenlyon  District News is delivered free to mailboxes 

in the Glenlyon region,  
is available at Glenlyon Hall in the yellow box located 

on the fenceline at the southwest corner,  
Darryl Wilson Optometrists, 75 Vincent Street, 

Daylesford,  
and online at www.glenlyon.vic.au 

If you would prefer to receive your copy via email, let us 
know at glenlyonnews@gmail.com  

Dog walkers are requested to keep their dog on a 
leash at the Reserve on days when Pony Club or 
horses are present. 
Feb   19 Adult Riding 
   20 Pony Club 
      26/27 Pony Club Horse Trials    

Program 2022 

Season Three  

Forest Film Society 3461 

Council Meetings 2022 
Hepburn Shire Council meetings will be held on the third 
Tuesday of each month and will be starting at 5:30pm. 

T he timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s 
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au  

Meetings will be live streamed via Council’s Facebook 
page. 
Next meetings: Tuesday  15 February 
       Tuesday  15 March  
        Wednesday 20 April (due to Easter) 

COMING UP 
 

Saturday 19 February 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Hall 9.am 1.00pm 

 

Thursday 24 February   
Long Table (formerly Dinner on the Deck) 

 

Friday 4 March 
Forest Film Society 

Hall 6.15pm 
 

Monday 4 April 
Glenlyon Progress Assoc Meeting 

Hall 8.00 pm 
 

Wednesday 6 April 
Festival of Small Halls 

Hall  Time TBA 
 

Thursday 7 April 
Residents’ Meeting  

Hall  Time TBA 
 

Email: forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com  
to join or for more information. 

mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au
mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
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Briefly 
 

 

Bund S Ratt 
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/new-planning-scheme-
for-hepburn-shire/ 
The policies aim to strengthen the character 

of Hepburn Shire; protect towns from 

inappropriate development in Daylesford, 

Clunes, Hepburn Springs and Trentham; 

strengthen neighbourhood character; and 

improve protection of Hepburn’s heritage 

and dry stone walls.  

T here is a part of our garden, not 
far from the front gate, that only 
gets attention during winter. The 

reason is that it is inhabited by a 
particularly vicious colony of jumping 
ants, and it is only during wet weather, 
when they are inside the nest, that any 
work can be carried out.  
 

Unfortunately, this week while on my 
way to check our letterbox, temptation 
got the better of me and I gave a large 
and vigorous weed a hearty tug. I 
regretted my rash action immediately as 
ants swarmed out of their entrance and 
up my legs. Dancing a jig while ants 
nipped in inaccessible places, I 
struggled out of my shoes and whipped 
off my long pants without a thought of 
anyone around. I was checking my 
knickers for any more ants that had 
dared that far when I heard Harold call 
out, “Hello Dave” to our neighbour.  
 

The nearest cover was our rubbish bins, 
behind a lattice screen, and that is 
where I headed in haste. Meanwhile my 
perverse husband engaged Dave in a 
long conversation while I pondered how 
I was going to negotiate the distance to 
the house bare-footed in my t-shirt and 
knickers – not a pretty sight at my age. 
Twenty minutes passed during which 
time Harold wandered over and 
casually picked up my trousers, gave 
them a good shake and, still talking to 
Dave handed them to me behind the 
recycle bin with the comment, “She 
does this all the time. I just can’t get her 
to keep her clothes on”. He’ll keep! I will 
get even, if ever I can stop scratching. 
Fortunately Dave is a good friend with a 
sense of humour, but I will be more 
careful in future. 

Alice 

Ramblings from the  

Bramble Patch Positively Aged? 

H epburn Shire Council is embarking on the development of its Positive 
Ageing Strategy and is asking people aged 55 years and over how they feel 

about ageing positively. Mayor, Cr Tim Drylie, says, “Older people give so much 
to our Shire in respect to supporting others, working, volunteering, bringing 
richness to our community and so much more. Our Positive Ageing Strategy will 
explore what Council can do in partnership with local groups and agencies to 
support people to have a positive experience of getting older,”  
Complete a survey online at https://participate.hepburn.vic.gov.au/positive-
ageing or collect a copy from your local library or Council hub. 

Line Dancing 

E asy Line Dancing for fun and fitness at the Hall every Monday 6.30-8pm. 
$7. Beginners welcome. Contact Mez 0403 007 761 

FOSH Again 

T he Festival of Small Halls is heading out on the road again and as part of 
the Autumn Tour 2022 is coming to Glenlyon Shire Hall on 6 April. 

Taking to the stage in communities right across regional Victoria are two of 
Australia’s loveliest contemporary folk acts: Melbourne folk duo Charm of 
Finches and prolific singer/songwriter Jack Carty. 
Mabel and Ivy Windred-Wornes, who make up Charm of Finches, grew up 
busking old time tunes and singing on festival stages around Australia. They are 
winners of the 2021 Music Victoria Best Folk Act and 2021 Australian 
Folk  Music Awards Youth Act of the Year. Their music has featured on the ABC 
TV series Mustangs FC and their album Your Company won the 2020 
Independent Music Awards' Best Folk/Singer-Songwriter award.  

Residents Meeting 

T he next Residents Meeting is to be held at the Hall on Thursday 7 April. The 
guest speaker is expected to be a senior research expert on groundwater. 

FFS3461 

F orest Film Society 3461 is back running at Glenlyon Hall on the first Friday of 
each month. There are three membership options. 

Full individual membership: $45 for 5 films; Part individual membership: $35 for 
three films; and Fair-share membership: $45 for five films (designed for couples 
who cannot attend together due to family commitments but can share one 
membership with one person attending per screening). 
Membership can be paid by cash or direct debit to: Bank: Bendigo Bank  
Account name: GPA;  BSB 633-000; Account: 156086217 
Please use YOUR NAME/FFS3461 as payment reference so we can identify the 
payment, then email your name, address and phone number with a copy of your 
bank receipt to forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com   

Powercor Apologises for Outages 

J ordan Oliver, Media and Public Affairs/Corporate Affairs writes on behalf of 
Powercor: We understand how much customers in the Daylesford, 

Hepburn and Glenlyon areas rely on us to deliver reliable and safe power to 
homes and businesses. We recognise that unfortunately our network is 
currently not meeting its usual high standards of reliability in this area. During 
the past 12 months significant storm activity and other weather events have 
contributed to more outages occurring on the network. These events can bring 
down trees and damage infrastructure, which can lead to outages. In all events, 
our crews have responded as quickly as possible to restore power to our 
customers. Since September our team has completed a detailed powerline 
inspection, made repairs and improved network resilience, performed 
additional vegetation cutting. We have also been asked whether the 
commissioning of Rapid Earth Fault Current Limiters (REFCLs) in this part of 
our network are contributing to the increase in power outages. It is important 
to understand that REFCLs do not cause faults. They are safety devices that 
help respond to faults or other problems on the network. During fire season 
the REFCLs and other network safety devices operate in more sensitive 
setting modes.  

Good news for dry stone 
walls. Pity about 
Glenlyon. 

https://participate.hepburn.vic.gov.au/positive-ageing
https://participate.hepburn.vic.gov.au/positive-ageing
mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
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That’s Progress 

Australia Day 

T he first Glenlyon Progress Association (GPA) general meeting for 2022 was held at the Hall on 
Monday night 7 February. Cr Simpson was welcomed to the meeting. 
 

The last couple of years have been difficult ones financially for the Hall, with large events and 
bookings being cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions. Fortunately smaller community groups have been 
able to keep meeting and these have helped offset a very quiet time. Dinner on the Deck (also known as the Long Table) 
continues to be a major source of income for the Hall, however proceeds from last month’s dinner were donated to the 
very worthy cause of providing support for Afghan women.  
 

The policy of only those fully vaccinated able to use the Hall means that some events with greater participation numbers 
are now able to recommence. Events and groups booked include Line Dancing, Seed Savers and Repair Café. A much 
anticipated comeback of Forest Film Society is planned for next month with details elsewhere in this publication, as well 
as the Festival of Small Halls making a welcome return. It is rumoured that some local musicians have been busy 
rehearsing. 
 

Correspondence has been received from Hepburn Shire on the subject of public toilets. Bruce Lucas, Director Infrastruc-
ture and Delivery, reported the situations as follows: “With regards to the Glenlyon toilet block, in summary, we have 
tendered this project twice during 2021 with no suitable submissions received. As you may be aware we have a number 
of toilet blocks we are seeking to build across the shire. We have tendered a number of large and smaller packages of 
work without success and we are now approaching it differently again and tendering a number of single facilities (one at 
a time) to see if this is more attractive to the market. We have already done this for one other facility and regrettably still 
did not attract a suitable outcome. Just to complicate things even more, as you may already be aware, construction 
pricing also escalated significantly during 2021 so we are also trying to secure a cost-effective solution in a very 
challenging market.” It would appear there will not be any result on this any time soon. 
 

It was decided by vote that an Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners will be printed and placed in the Hall. The agreed 
wording is to be the same as the Acknowledgement of Country developed by Hepburn Shire in consultation with Dja Dja 
Warrung Corporation. 
 

The meeting was followed by tea and coffee. New members to Glenlyon Progress Association are always welcome. 

By Wendy McKillop 

T he traditional Australia Day Flag Lowering Ceremony and community BBQ scheduled for 5.30pm on 26 January at 
the Glenlyon Reserve was cancelled at the last minute this year. A late press release from Hepburn Shire 
announced: “Many community groups have made the difficult decision to cancel their Australia Day events this year 

due to the escalating COVID cases in the region. Events at Clunes, Creswick, Glenlyon have been cancelled, but two 
events will still proceed with COVID safety measures in place”. The two to go ahead were a walk at Clunes, and a flag 
raising ceremony and community BBQ at Trentham. 
 

On the other hand a group estimated to be over 50 people gathered outside Daylesford Town Hall to protest against the 
date as a celebration of being Australian. They have a valid point. The date, which honours the arrival of the First Fleet in 
Sydney Cove in 1788, was no cause for celebration for the thousands of aboriginal people who lost their lives, land and 

culture as a consequence. The appropriateness of the date has long been in dispute, but 
perhaps a bigger question is whether we really need a day to remind us we are Australians 
at all. 
 

Originally as a day to celebrate British occupation, the Australian Natives Association 
promoted it as a holiday in the 19

th
 century. These “natives” were not the Aboriginal kind, 

but offspring born here from British and European migrants proudly proclaiming themselves 
natives of their land of birth. It was important to them at that time to forge an identity 
relevant to the freedom in their new country. Since that time, millions more have been born 
here, or arrived from every corner of the globe. Each has their own story and their own 

culture with little in common with that fleet of 11 ships carrying convicts to a place of exile and punishment. 
 

Stan Grant, in his excellent analysis “On Australia Day how do we define our national identity” (ABC News website 26 
January 2022: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-01-26/australia-day-how-do-we-define-national-identity-
dangerous/100780122) argues “A shared sense of citizenship is crucial to a functioning democracy but the prevalence of a 
debilitating, censorious, tribal identity politics is the enemy of a shared citizenship. It has proved a cancer on democracy.” 
 

Countries such as France (Bastille Day) and Unites States of America (Fourth of July) celebrate national days when 
independence was won from conflict and rebellion. In Australia the day chosen to celebrate our nation marks colonisation 
of a free country by a empirical foreign power.  
 

This year in Glenlyon we have survived without being reminded that we are Australian: perhaps it is time to scrap the idea 
of a National Day altogether. 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-01-26/australia-day-how-do-we-define-national-identity-dangerous/100780122
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-01-26/australia-day-how-do-we-define-national-identity-dangerous/100780122
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 Wastewater Management: Council’s High-Risk Hypocrisy 

By Claude Forell 

A s Glenlyon crosses the threshold of its biggest land sub-
division and housing development since federation there 
is growing concern not only about the sustainability of 

groundwater resources but also the mandatory management of 
household wastewater or effluent disposal. 
 

The good news is that Hepburn Shire Council – as required by 
the State Government – formulated an exemplary Domestic 
Wastewater Management Plan (DWMP) in 2014. The bad news 
is that it is being shamelessly trumped by Council’s pro-
development planning scheme. Contrary also to the principles 
of the State Environmental Protection Policy. Against the advice 
of Council’s own planning consultants that development should 
be directed into townships with reticulated water and sewerage. 
That’s not on the horizon for Glenlyon. 
 

Council’s DWMP rates land sub-divisions of less than 4000 
square metres (just under an acre) as “high risk” to water quality 
and the capacity to safely contain effluent, as  required by law, 
within the boundaries of the property. A growing number of half-
acre vacant lots have recently been approved by Council or are 
coming on the market. In addition, there are no one knows how 
many old non-compliant, poorly-maintained septic systems that 
put their owners at risk of contravening the new Environment 
Protection Regulations that came into force last November, and 
potentially the nuisance provisions of the Public Health and 
Wellbeing Act 2008. 
 

In 2006 the Victorian Auditor-General’s Office (VAGO) delivered 
a scathing report that found that state and local authorities were 
not effectively protecting the environment from poorly 
performing onsite systems to contain and treat wastewater from 
kitchens, bathrooms, laundries and toilets. In a 2018 follow-up, 
VAGO noted “some progress, but too little to sufficiently protect 
the environment and public health, and longstanding issues 
remain. The agencies are still not adequately managing the 
individual and cumulative risks and impacts from poorly 
performing onsite systems.” 
 

It blamed: 

 Poor leadership and limited collaboration between the 

Environment Protection Authority (EPA) and the 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP) in overseeing the responsibilities of local 

councils – although regional water authorities and the 

Health Department also have statutory obligations. 

 An overall complex, convoluted, onerous and duplicative 

regulatory framework, difficult to enforce. 

 A continued lack of clarity around roles and responsibili-

ties. 

 Regulatory tools that do not adequately drive property 

owners’ compliance with planning permits and legislation. 

 Councils not being held to account for their role in 

domestic wastewater management. Which is to ensure 
that property owners have EPA-approved and properly 
maintained onsite systems. 

 

Have things improved in the past three years or so? Possibly. 
DELWP has issued an updated risk assessment framework and 
EPA a code of practice. Now it’s up to local councils to apply 
them. Hepburn Shire Council acknowledges that it has “a duty 
to exercise its enforcement powers where it knows there is a 
breach of legislation and there is a likelihood of injury”. But how 
much does it know, and how likely is to take action? A state-
wide problem is that there is no reliable register of onsite 
systems installed before 1996 that don’t have a permit, or have 
a permit without adequate maintenance requirements, or were 

approved to discharge wastewater off-site (now a big no-no). 
Rather like unregistered “legacy”  groundwater bores. Hepburn 
shire admits that it knows little about the age, types and 
maintenance of septics installed before 2008. Council did do an 
audit in 2014. Out of its 10,813 rateable properties, 4544 were 
with septic systems. Of these, 854 (18. 8%) were identified as 
“high risk”. A number of properties were compulsorily audited 
and some ordered to rectify defects. “High risk” properties are 
those within 100 metres of a waterway or 300 metres of a 
reservoir, or with an unsuitable soil type. Plus properties of less 
than 4000 square meters (One acre = 4046.86 square metres).   
 

High density housing in the absence of reticulated water and 
sewerage  - defined as more than 20 dwellings per square 
kilometre – also “poses a high risk to water quality”. according 
to the shire’s own DWMP. An accompanying map puts most of 
Glenlyon in, or potentially in, this category. Indeed, Glenlyon’s 
new Hamlet estate of 9.2 hectares (less than one-tenth of a 
square kilometre) will potentially have 26 dwellings – more than 
10 times what Council defines as high density and hence high 
risk development. So why has this been allowed?  
 

At a meeting with concerned citizens Council officers conceded 
that the warnings outlined in the DWMP had not been 
incorporated in the Shire’s new planning scheme. And Glenlyon 
is still awaiting its promised town plan, as distinct from colonial-
era Crown allotments open to further slicing and dicing. True, 
planning and building permits are necessary but not sufficient to 
build on a vacant lot. Each new landowner is also obliged to 
apply to Council for a land capability assessment (LCA) to 
suitably contain and manage wastewater on their property. This 
involves engaging a qualified soil scientist or recognised 
consultant to make the assessment, and if a permit is granted, 
hiring a competent contractor to install and trained technicians 
to service an EPA-approved system. Under the EPA Code of 
Practice, Council must refuse to issue a septic tank permit if it 
considers that wastewater cannot be contained on the property. 
Goulburn Murray Water also has authority under the Water Act 
to inspect any property here to ensure that septic systems are 
compliant, but really doesn’t want to know. EPA can barely cope 
with large-scale criminal dumping of toxic waste, let alone spare 
the resources to monitor domestic wastewater management or 
councils’ compliance and competence. 
 

Allowing domestic effluent to create a nuisance (eg, by  effluent 
seeping into a waterway, roadside or neighbouring property) is 
arguably an offence under Section 61 of the Public Health and 
Wellbeing Act, with a potential penalty of nearly $20,000 for an 
individual or about $99,000 for a business. If someone 
complains and Council prosecutes. Some such nuisances have 
allegedly occurred in Glenlyon with impunity. The 2021 
Environment Protection Regulations (Part 5.7) put all property 
owners in townships without sewerage under new obligations to 
have a permit for their on-site system, operate it correctly, 
maintain it in good order to ensure it does not overflow, keep 
maintenance records and notify Council of any faults.  
 

We now have a multiplicity of regulators, rules, codes, plans 
and duties to protect our environment, health and wellbeing. 
The question is how effectively are they are 
being implemented and enforced. The truest 
answer seems to be: not all that much. And 
when they conflict with the demands of 
development, no prize for guessing what gets 
priority. Unless the Shire’s latest elected 
leadership, more committed to community 
engagement and less beholden to its conflicted  
bureaucracy, dares to change direction. 
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No, Minister: Terms of Engagement 
By Anon 

T he Minister for Administrative Affairs finds that 
words do matter. But their meanings, perhaps not 
so much. 

 

Minister: Barnaby, I have noticed a subtle change in our 
official vocabulary. It seems we no longer do community 
consultation. Now it’s all about community engagement. How 
come? 
Sir Barnaby: By instruction from the Cabinet Office, 
Minister. The term “consultation” has fallen out of favour. It 
came to be viewed with some cynicism by sections of the 
citizenry.  
Minister: Really? Community consultation was a key 
pledge in my election manifesto.  
Bernard: And judging by your electoral triumph, Minister 
your sincerity was never in doubt. But your success signified  
a justified hope over bitter experience. Such as of a former 
minister who appeared to consult only his chosen coterie of 
supporters. Such as of officials who would conduct 
community “consultation” meetings but then do what they had 
already decided upon regardless. 
Sir Barnaby: Engagement also means that we should  
communicate more freely with the community. I recall that 
one of my predecessors rarely replied to queries or requests 
from concerned citizens or associations. He was not wedded 
to the concept of open and transparent government. 
Bernard: As I noted once before, the problem with being 
transparent is that people can see through you. 
Minister: Very droll, Bernard. Well, I shall do my utmost 
to ensure that the change in our terminology is accompanied 

by a change of attitude and performance. As I’m sure, will my 
colleagues. 
Sir Barnaby: Rest assured, Minister, your wishes in this 
regard are my commands. 
Bernard (under his breath): Her commands are often 
contrary to his wishes! 
Sir Barnaby: What are you muttering, Bernard? 
Bernard: I was just about to observe, Sir Barnaby, that 
once upon a time, engagement meant the conventional 
prelude to marriage. The romantic goal of every respectable 
maiden and a mainstay of the diamond trade. Something to 
be proudly announced in the press.  
Minister: Now you are being cynical, Bernard, and sexist. 
Bernard: Not at all, Minister. Nowadays, many young 
couples don’t bother with engagements, or even marriage. 
Preliminary if not perpetual cohabitation is the norm, except 
among some ethnic communities and folk of fundamental 
faiths. As Prince Charles said of his eldest son and his 
beloved when they eventually resolved to wed,  “Well, they’ve 
had enough practice”. 
Sir Barnaby: As I recall, one of the hazards of getting 
engaged to marry, especially for wealthy chaps who broke off 
an ill-considered engagement, was that they could be sued 
for breach of promise. 
Bernard: It’s just as well, Minister, that breach of political 
promises is not actionable at law. Few if any leaders of 
democratic governments would be immune. 
Minister: Apart from that, times have changed. In many 
ways, but not all, for the better. And as a representative 
government we cannot afford to be left behind, can we? 
Sir Barnaby and Bernard: No, Minister. 

By Noela Sweeney 

N oted science communicator in 
Environmental Geology and 
Hydrogeology, Assoc. Professor 

Peter Dahlhaus, will speak with Glenlyon 
and district residents on Thursday 7 April 
at Glenlyon Hall.  
 

Dr Dahlhaus’s current research is in 
spatial data interoperability and 
visualisation (maps to us). He is part of 
the team that has brought us the mapping 
tool Visualising Victoria’s Groundwater 
(VVG). He believes that environmental 
data must be available to everyone and 
promotes the individual’s right to such in 
the film Data Democracy.  
 

At a regional level he has worked on 
salinity, aquifers and ground water 
management policy in the areas of 
Moorabool, Barwon, Bendigo, Ballarat, 
Corangamite and Glenelg/Hopkins.  
 

For the ground and rainwater reliant 
residents of Glenlyon and district, Dr 
Dahlhaus’ visit will be keenly awaited.  

C ouncil launched its new community engagement platform, Participate 
Hepburn, a year ago when it embarked on the development of a new 
Community Engagement Policy and the Council Plan 2021– 2024. The 

platform has since been used to capture feedback on projects of all sizes. 
Mayor, Tim Drylie, said that the Participate Hepburn platform has been hugely 
successful in gathering community feedback on both big and small projects. 
“The platform is a very successful community engagement tool. It complements 
our other engagement techniques like face-to-face pop-up sessions, SMS text 
and more traditional email and mail-outs,” said Cr Drylie.  
"Thank you to everyone who has provided feedback to Council to inform our 
decision making, and we understand there is still room for improvement in the 
way we go about engaging with our community," he said. 
"There are many projects currently open for input, such as Sustainable Hepburn, 
Positive Ageing, and Western Victorian Transmission Network Project. I 
encourage you to regularly visit the site and have your say." 
Participate Hepburn contains more than 50 different engagements/projects and 
has attracted 31,385 views, 15,334 unique visitors and over 3,300 pieces of 
feedback during the last year. 
Participate Hepburn is complimented by our monthly e-newsletter, Hepburn 
Life.  Hepburn Life was launched in April 2022 and is regularly 
sent to over 3,400 subscribers. You can sign up to receive 
Hepburn Life at https://mailchi.mp/hepburn/sign-up 
Both Participate Hepburn and Hepburn Life builds on Council’s 
commitment to improve our community engagement and we are 
committed to reviewing and refining our approach going forward. 
Visit Participate Hepburn at https://participate.hepburn.vic.gov.au/ 

Council Celebrates a Year of  

Community Engagement 

 Noted Speaker for  

Residents’ Meeting 

https://mailchi.mp/hepburn/sign-up
https://participate.hepburn.vic.gov.au/
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Central Highlands Goat Club: 
Neil Pearson 0490 083 954 
 

Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:  
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167  
Jody Wallace, Vice President 5348 4245  
 

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  

friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com   
 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon CFA:  

Russ Newton 5348 7895 

Juniors: Jess Newton 5348 7895 
 

Glenlyon CFA Volleyball:  

Colin Priest 5348 7674 
 

Glenlyon Forest Group:  

Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 
 

Glenlyon Playgroup:  

Amanda 0438 847 682 
  

Glenlyon Pony Club:  

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176  

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  

Joy Durston 5348 7542 
 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 
 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  

Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 
 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 

Joy Durston 5348 7542 
 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon Village Market:  

Dan Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Glenlyon Wool Crafters:  

Pam Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Hepburn Seeds Savers: 

Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com  

Insight Meditation:  

Frances Guerin 5348 7657 
 

Riding for the Disabled:   

Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

Denise’s Garden 

LOCAL GROUP   

CONTACTS 
Please contact individual groups regarding 

their present arrangements  

Glenlyon Weather Summary - January 2022 
By John Cable 

R ainfall during January continued to defy the La Nina 
predictions until the last three days of the month when it 
bucketed down. Andrew Hitchman at Dairy Flat Road 

recording 94mm for the month and Murrell Osborne at Ford Street, 
Glenlyon recording 107mm. The author at Butlers Lane recorded 
103mm, a welcome change in conditions for the garden compared 
with the 24mm which we received over the December/January 
period. 
 

La Nina conditions are forecast to continue over the summer 

months, but it appears that the above-average rainfall may be 

confined to the northern and eastern regions of Queensland, New 

South Wales and Victoria and is less likely in this region. 

By Denise Smith 
The Mysterious Case of the Disappearing Hedge. 

W e had a hedge of Sacred Bamboo (Nandina). Please note 
my use of the past tense. This is now one third of a hedge. 
 

Not our favourite plant, but it served a purpose, running 
parallel to a camellia hedge, and creating a walkway between 
them. A while ago, I noticed one Nandina looking poorly, and when 
I pulled at it to check, it ‘CAME AWAY IN ME HAND!’ It had been 
completely chopped away below ground level, by something 
unknown severing the 
roots very neatly. Another 
ten bushes followed 
quickly. 
You could say that the 
hedge is now ‘Wallaby 
Ted’s Brother.’ 
 

We ran through a list of 
‘The Usual Suspects’: 
1 Rabbit 
2 Wallaby 
3 Echidna  
4 Wombat  
5 Bush Rat 
 

After meticulous poo 
collection and inspection, 
we are pretty sure that no. 
five is our culprit; it 
certainly wasn’t wombat 
poo, and I must admit that 
as much as I love them, I was relieved. They don’t exactly endear 
themselves to ornamental gardeners. 
 

Being fairly recent country arrivals, our knowledge of bush rats is 
limited. We have plenty of experience with sewer rats in Melbourne, 
who ate EVERYTHING. They even dug up pots of bulbs and ate 
them. But in Melbourne we had a sewer… is there such a thing as 
a septic tank rat? 
 

We are not prepared to do them any harm, so I guess that’s the 
end of the Nandina hedge. Just hope they don’t start on the 
camellias next. 
 

I thought that RATS were almost impossible to find? Plenty in 
Wheatsheaf. 

mailto:friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
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ART: 
Malleeart – Expert Picture Framing.  
George Jackson: 5348 7780 

BRICKLAYER: 
Shane Moiler – Quality brickwork,  
no job too small or too large.  
Free quote: 5348 7663, 0407 870 315 

ELECTRICIAN: 
Jamie Grant – Residential, commercial and Powercor 
authorised contractor.   
0434 357 882 

MAPS:  
Commercial and Community 
Mapsport Cartographic – Ken Dowling  
produces custom biz, recreation and tourist maps for internet 
or print. 5348 3792, ken@ocad.com.au  

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar Door, 
Regional Platters and Function Space available for Wed-
dings, Commitment Ceremonies and Special Occasions. 
Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.  
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

MASSAGE/FACIALS: 
Cindy Leary – Glenlyon  
Diploma of Beauty Therapy 2014 
Tue-Wed (Summer) Massage $90 Facials $72 
Cindy 0434 080 777 

EXCAVATIONS: 
Colin Bainbridge – Creative landscaping, bushfire mitigation
-firebreaks, postholes, etc. 3t Excavator and Bobcat. Good 
hourly rate. Colin 0417 746 059 
 

Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t Excavator. Landscaping, trenching, 
stump and post holes, retaining walls and small driveways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

FARM MAINTENANCE: 
Bohdan Evans of Catherine Farm – Grass slashing Rural 
fencing 
Ph: 0423 814 393  bohdanevans@gmail.com  
Facebook: @Catherinefarmglenlyon 
 

Steve Schellekens – Need Farm Maintenance?  

Rural Fencing or Grass Slashing. 

Contact Steve 0408 324 49 sschellekens@bigpond.com  

PLUMBER: 
T Hughes Plumbing – All domestic and commercial 
plumbing and gas fitting. Air conditioning, heater inspection, 
roof plumbing.  
Free quotes ring Toby 0439 616 343 
 

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked drain 
specialist.  
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree 
climber. Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. 
Chipping and stump grinding.  
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015  
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

B & B Rental: 
Glenlyon Country Cottage – Self-contained furnished one
-bedroom cottage with superb views over Loddon Valley. 
Queen size bedroom, light and comfortable living room and 
kitchen, new bathroom. Air conditioner.  
Single nights $120. Longer stays by negotiation.  
Robert:  tel/sms 0418 109 272 

CARPENTER/BUILDER:  
Tinetti Constructions –  
Damian Tinetti – Fully Licensed domestic and commercial 
builder with over 20 years carpentry experience.  
For a free quote call Damian 0448  001 119 

LOCAL  BUSINESS  DIRECTORY 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional Counselling 
Strength Centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442 

BUSINESS SERVICES: 
Kindle Business Support – Administration Services, 
Digital Marketing, Brand Identity. One off/short term or  
ongoing support available.  
Contact Melanie  to discuss your requirements  
0408 243 094 or hello@kindlebusinesssupport.com.au 

BIKE REPAIRS: 
The Bike Space – bicycle repairs, upcycled bike sales  
and mountain biking skills coaching service for Glenlyon 
and surrounding areas. 
Contact Eric 0407 819 677 

GARDENING:  
Diego's Gardening and Chainsawing Services – 
Chain sawing and wood splitting. Lawn mowing, 
brushcutting/whipper snipping. Garden Maintenance 
Contact Diego 0410 359 686 diegojoha@gmail.com 

ART THERAPY: 
Figure It Life Drawing – art therapy services to support 
well-being and mental health. By appointment in Glenlyon, 
Daylesford and surrounds.  
Contact Isabelle 0405 565 759 www.figureitlifedrawing.com 

mailto:bohdanevans@gmail.com
mailto:sschellekens@bigpond.com
mailto:hello@kindlebusinesssupport.com.au
mailto:diegojoha@gmail.com
http://www.figureitlifedrawing.com/

