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T hanks to Australian consumer law, goods for sale 
must be fit for purpose; if not, the makers or 
suppliers are required to rectify or refund. When it 

comes to the sale of freshly subdivided blocks of land in 
Glenlyon that Hepburn Shire Council rates as high risk to 
water quality or proper effluent disposal, the risk and onus is 
reversed. Buyers – not the vendors or developers  – must  
prove to Council that the land is suitable for the purpose of 
building a home or holiday cottage. 
 

This was confirmed by Mayor Tim Drylie in response to 
public questions at last month’s Council meeting. He also 
indicated that “unfortunately” there can be no moratorium on 
high-risk subdivisions of less than one acre (4,000 square 
metres, to be precise) before Glenlyon gets its promised 
Structure (town) Plan. Which won’t be for at least a year or 
two. 
 

Question: “How can Council 
reconcile planning approvals for new 
subdivisions of less than 4,000 sqm 
(about an acre) with the statements in 
its Domestic Wastewater Management 
Plan that such housing lots are 
categorised as ‘high risk’ to groundwa-
ter quality and appropriate wastewater 
management?” 
 

 Mayor: “ As part of the planning 
assessment process, planning officers 
refer all land capability assessments to 
the environmental health team for 
advice, and to the applicable water 
authorities, as the determining 
authority. As per the Code of Practice – 
Onsite Wastewater Management, small 
lots (less than 4,000 sqm) must be able to demonstrate how 
they can minimise the amount of wastewater generated and 
may require a specialised irrigation system such as wick 
trenches or mound systems to protect against any 
discharge. Land capability assessments are used to 
determine if/how this can be achieved on individual lots 
considering soil quality and any other constraints such as 
proximity to waterways, bores, shallow groundwater, etc.” 
 

If you buy a block of land on a new housing estate in the 
expanding outer suburbs of Melbourne, you can expect 
sealed and paved roads and access to all utilities. Not here, 
where the strategy is for a landowner to sell an expanse of 
vacant land in the town zone to a “developer” who 

subdivides it (and perhaps lays down electricity cables), and 
then offers lots of various sizes for individual sale. Are 
buyers warned in advance that they need a land capability 
assessment (LCA) before they can build? We asked a real 
estate agent whose candid reply was: “We just sell the 
land.” 
 

As we explained in last month’s GDN, an LCA involves 
engaging a soil scientist or qualified consultant, complying 
with any conditions as indicated by Cr Drylie, and if a permit 
is granted, hiring an approved contractor to install a suitable 
wastewater system. If wastewater cannot be contained on 
the property, a permit must be refused under the EPA Code 
of Practice. 
 

Question: “Council’s statement on the new Planning 
Scheme declares that it will protect the towns of Daylesford, 
Hepburn Springs, Creswick, Clunes and Trentham from 
inappropriate development. What, if anything, will it do to 

protect Glenlyon from such develop-
ment? When will Glenlyon get its 
promised Structure Plan?” 
 

Mayor: “ ...Council in 2021 resolved 
a strategic planning program which 
includes a structure plan for Glenlyon 
funded in the current 2021/22 budget. 
Community consultation is proposed 
to commence in the 2022/23 financial 
year for Stage 1 of the Glenlyon 
Structure Plan.” [CEO Bradley 
Thomas confirmed that Glenlyon was 
on the wait list after Creswick and 
Trentham]. 
 

Question: “ ...Will Council place a 
moratorium on planning application 

and not approve any further development in Glenlyon until 
the … Glenlyon Structure Plan in place?” 
 

Mayor: “ Unfortunately, there is no ability to place 
moratoriums on development proposals in the Victorian  
Planning system. Therefore, decisions regarding develop-
ment in Glenlyon will continue to be made under the new 
planning scheme now and into the future when the structure 
plans are formalised.” 
 

So for vendors and developers, no worries. For unwary 
buyers, there could be unsuspected traps. For the 
community, water resources and the environment, it 
remains to be seen what Structure Plan is fit for purpose.  

Great Australian dream or future nightmare? 
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Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue   
             0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

H all hire and activities have recommenced. 
For information contact Hall Booking 

officer Charles: hire@glenlyon.vic.au    
 

For latest information on all community 
events contact Joy Durston 5348 7542  
events@glenlyon.vic.au    
  

GPA members will regularly be informed of events via 
email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another 
edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community 
information publication under the auspices of the Glenlyon 
Progress Association.  
 

The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or Glenlyon 
Progress Association.   
 

Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to the 
Editor are encouraged.  
 

We continue to welcome suggestions 
and ideas from you.  
 

Contact the editor by  
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com  
or telephone 5348 7792. 

1 April    Emu Runner – Australia 2018 
6 May     Honeyland – Balkans 2019 
3 June    Leave No Trace – US 2018 
1July      Ailo’s Journey – France/
  Finland 2019 

 

 Soup and bread at 6.15pm 
           Film commences at 7.15pm 

Hall Hire 

Dog walkers are requested to keep their dog on a 
leash at the Reserve on days when Pony Club or 
horses are present. 
  

 March  19  Adult Riding 
   20  Pony Club 
 April    9   Adult riding 
    23  Adult Riding 
    24  Pony Club 

Program 

Forest Film Society 3461 

For more information or to join email 
forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com  

Council Meetings 2022 
Hepburn Shire Council meetings will be held on the third 
Tuesday of each month and will be starting at 5:30pm. 

T he timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s 
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au  

Meetings will be live streamed via Council’s Facebook 
page. 
Next meetings:  Wednesday 20 April (due to Easter) 
   Tuesday 17 May 

COMING UP 
 

Thursday 31 March   
Long Table (formerly Dinner on the Deck) 

 

Friday 1 April 
Forest Film Society 

Hall 7.30pm 
 

Monday 4 April 
Glenlyon Progress Assoc Meeting 

Hall 8.00 pm 

Wednesday 6 April 
Festival of Small Halls 

Hall  6.30pm 
 

Thursday 7 April 
Residents’ Meeting  

Hall  7.30pm 
 

Saturday 16 April 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Hall 9.am 1.00pm 

Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2022 

mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au
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Briefly 
 

 

Glenlyon District News  
Are you getting your copy every month? 

The original and only not-for-profit community publication serving 
Glenlyon district since 2001  

The Glenlyon  District News is delivered free to mailboxes in the Glenlyon 

region,  
is available at Glenlyon Hall in the yellow box located on the fenceline at 

the southwest corner,  
Darryl Wilson Optometrists, 75 Vincent Street, Daylesford,  

and online at www.glenlyon.vic.au 
 

If you would prefer to receive your copy via email, let us know at  
glenlyonnews@gmail.com  

Live Entertainment at Hall 

D on’t miss the FOSH (Festival of Small Halls) at Glenlyon Hall 
Wednesday 6 April, 6.30pm 

Adult $25, child (15 years and under) $10 
Booking at https://festivalofsmallhalls.com/glenlyon-2022/ 
Opening act Glenlyon Ukulele Team 
Main acts Jack Carty and Charm of Finches 
Finger food and drinks on sale before concert and during interval. 
 

GPA Meeting 

T he next Glenlyon Progress Association (GPA) meeting will be held on 
Monday 4 April at 8pm at the Hall. The agenda will be circulated to 

members via email prior to the meeting. 
 

Next Residents’ Meeting 

G lenlyon and district residents’ Q&A  with Assoc Professor Peter 
Dahlhaus will be held at Glenlyon Hall on Thursday 7 April at 7.30pm. 

Dr Dahlhaus is an independent and authoritative speaker on Victorian 
groundwater and supports increased public knowledge about groundwater.  
Refreshments provided. COVID-19 Vaccination proof required. 
Queries: Noela 0417 198 588 
 

Slow Down - Wildlife Crossing 

T he death of a young wombat in the Glenlyon main street has spurred 
concerned locals into action. They are advocating for more signage to 

alert drivers to known wildlife crossings. In the meantime they have been 
erecting some home-made versions of signs in an effort to reduce the death 
toll of our native animals. Other locals have been equally active in removing 
said signs. 
It is hard to understand the rationality for this action. Quite apart from injuries 
to wombats, koalas and kangaroos, the damage to vehicles hitting one of 
these animals can be significant. 
Please, slow down, stay alert and save the life of our iconic animals as well 
as preventing a hefty repair bill for yourself. An extra 10 minutes will not 
make a big difference to your life, but it may mean a lot to a wombat. 
 

Free Office Equipment 

O rganise your home office space. Lever arch folders, 2 
and 3 ring binders, kneeling chair, magazine holders, 

portable multi-pocket filing container to give away.  
All must go. 
Contact Ken at Wheatsheaf: 5348  3792 

T he daily news is getting very 
depressing.  

 

Not only is there the dreadful war in 
Ukraine, but the massive flooding in 
NSW and Queensland is leaving 
people homeless in an already tight 
property market. With rental housing 
almost non-existent and thousands of 
homes uninhabitable, the situation is 
quite dire.  
 

Fortunately Benjamin, Felicity and the 
family are in a high area away from 
the river, so they are comparatively 
safe, although their backyard is a 
swimming pool. Luckily, they moved 
their car from the garage under the 
house in time, otherwise they would 
have lost it.  
 

Many of their neighbours were not so 
fortunate, with houses at the bottom of 
the hill almost completely inundated 
and roads still unpassable. 
 

Still as bad as it is, they think 
themselves well-off in comparison 
with the situation in Ukraine. What on 
earth is Putin thinking of? And how 
come we have so many greedy 
people in prominent positions! Putin, 
Xi Jinping, Donald Trump, and Clive 
Palmer - I mean, it really is a 
descending order of nasty ambition. Is 
this really what the human race has 
sunk to? 
 

In comparison, coronavirus is getting 
very little attention, despite a lot of 
people still dying from it. But then, all 
the dramas of the world paled into 
insignificance when Shane Warne 
died at age 52. One wonders… 
 

Still, today the sun is shining, the birds 
are singing and the flowers are still 
blooming. I notice that in the areas 
affected by the June storm, trees 
which were damaged are sprouting 
epicormic growth and there are gum 
tree seedlings everywhere. They have 
even turned up in my pot plants! 
Imagine if they are left to grow!  
 

I dare say long after this generation 
has passed into history the trees and 
plants that are left will heal the earth 
and life will go on. 

Alice 

Ramblings from the  

Bramble Patch 

https://festivalofsmallhalls.com/glenlyon-2022/
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Red, Red Wine 

A imee Brûlée, who holds a doctorate in wine tasting, turned her attention to red wines at a wine tasting workshop in 
Glenlyon on Sunday afternoon 21 February. Multi-talented Aimee, already known for her performance and ukulele 
virtuosity, previously held a workshop on champagne in Glenlyon last year. 

 

Aimee started by explaining the difference between table and wine grapes. Table grapes, she explained, are larger, 
sweeter and have fewer pips and thinner skins than wine grapes. Wine grapes also form tighter bunches. 
 

Surprisingly, the colour of the grapes is not as important in winemaking as 
would be expected. White wine is also made from red grapes: it is the 
addition of the skins which gives the colour. The length of fermentation 
time, which is controlled by temperature, determines the depth of colour.  
 

Aimee introduced five different wines for tasting and discussed the 
properties of each. The older wines were identified as being more brown 
in colour and a light ring around perimeter of the wine could be seen in the 
glass: the older the wine, the wider the ring. 
 

The first wine was a 2015 Bordeaux. The age could be easily identified by 
the brown colour and the light ring. Typically, Bordeaux is best kept for a 
minimum of five years. They go very well with beef and hearty sauces. 
 

Wine number two was a 2014 Pinot from New Zealand. This also was 
brownish in colour with a light ring. The smell was reminiscent of leather. 
On tasting it was quite dry, and its fruity flavour would have gone well with 
duck, lamb, pork or mushrooms. 
 

A 2017 McLaren Vale Temparillo/Shiraz from South Australia was the third 
wine presented. In France what we in Australia call Shiraz is known as 
“Syrah” (pronounced see-rah). Being a younger wine, there was no ring and it had a lighter colour. This was a warmer 
climate wine with a sweeter taste of vanilla and raspberries.  
 

Wine number four was a 2018 Barbozza Grenache Mataro, described as a “bright, happy” wine that would go with 
anything. 
 

The last wine presented was a 2011 White Rabbit Hill Shiraz from Best Western. This was an interesting wine in that it 
was made from a “whole bunch crush” method. It had an asparagus taste that lingered.  
 

After all the wines had been presented and discussed, an assortment of cheeses and meats etc. was available to try with 
the various wines and compare the effect of these foods on the palate. 
 

A thoroughly enjoyable and relaxing afternoon was enjoyed by all, who wandered off home with a new appreciation for 
wine. Everyone agreed that, if not experts, they at least had gained some knowledge and appreciation for the process of 
making, selecting and serving red wines. Many thanks to Aimee for sharing her knowledge, and to Joy Durston for 
organising the event. 

T he Forest Film Society 3461 (FFS3461) kicked off its 
third season on Friday 4 March with the French film 
The Translators. The new projector and sound 

system worked well on its first run and will undoubtedly 
prove to be a valuable asset for the Hall in future. After 
enjoying a bowl of home-made soup and bread, the 
audience was transfixed as the convoluted plot of the film 
kept them guessing right to the end.  
 

The next Forest Film Society Film offering is the 2018 
Australian independent film Emu Runner written and 
directed by Imogen Thomas, who wrote the film 
with Indigenous Script Consultant Frayne Barker. The film 
stars Rhae-Kye Waites, Wayne Blair, Rob Carlton, Georgia 
Blizzard, Maurial Spearim, Stella Carter, Mary Waites, 
Lindsay Waites, Letisha Boney and Rodney McHughes. 
 

Emu Runner is about the impact a mother’s death has on an 
Indigenous family living in an isolated community. The story 
is seen through the eyes of Gem, a spirited nine-year-old 
girl, who deals with grief by forging a bond with a wild emu, 

a mythical bird of her ancestors. It is a bond she will do 
anything to keep but one that puts her at odds with a young 
and inexperienced social worker.  
 

Production of the film commenced in Brewarrina in 2017. It 
was made with a very limited budget and relied on two 
crowd funding campaigns, and a "goodwill arrangement" of 
much of the cast and crew. Wayne Blair worked on the film 
between shooting days for Mystery Road. Much of the cast, 
including Rhae-Kye Waites, were Brewarrina locals who had 
little or no acting experience, some of whom were also 
family members of Waites. 
 

David Stratton awarded the film four stars. He described the 
film as a "simple but evocative yarn beautifully told by 
Thomas and her cast" and praised the cinematography by 
Michael Gibbs which Stratton said proved to be a "major 
asset". 
 

If you would like to join FFS3461 to enjoy other monthly 
films with a serving of soup and bread at very reasonable 
prices email forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com  

Films Screening Again in Glenlyon 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_consultant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayne_Blair_(director)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rob_Carlton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mystery_Road_(TV_series)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Stratton
mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
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Stepping Stones to a Dam Disgrace 

By Claude Forell 

I rate residents have linked an esoteric American website to possibly 
illicit Loddon riverside camping, loud after-midnight music and the 
trashing of the adjoining Glenlyon Dam environs by hooning four-

wheel-drive vehicles this past summer. 
 

Shire Council enforcement and community safety officers are 
investigating and the Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP) has been notified of alleged breaches of by-laws 
and regulations. Police were called more than once and are ready to 
respond to any future complaints.   
 

It is not clear whether all, some or any of the offending 4WD vehicles 
came from the sometimes seemingly crowded campsite. But there is no 
doubt about the damage they wreaked after heavy rain in late January: 
crushed culverts, deep ruts and slush so deep that one vehicle became 
bogged. The walking track around the dam was impassable. 
 

Glenlyon’s controversial stainless-steel, tear-drop-inspired sculpture is 
to be installed on the eastern shore of the dam in coming months. Had 
it been in place in late summer it would have looked like a gigantic 
pearl in a pigsty. (Some residents still want the sculpture situated 
somewhere else, such as near the mineral spring pump, but Council is 
adamant that the chosen site will not be changed.) 
 

Hepburn Shire Council is responsible to DELWP for the management 
and maintenance of the dam reserve. The Friends of the Glenlyon Dam 
advocacy group took ward Councillor Juliet Simpson on a tour to 
inspect the dam’s sodden, rutted shoreline, the fire hazard of surrounding waist-high, dry grass and the encroachment of 
blackberries and other noxious weeds. Council’s director of infrastructure, Bruce Lucas, who separately visited the area in 
response to complaints, explained that the aftermath of flooding at Creswick had to be given works priority. Community 
consultation over a management plan for the dam would begin later this year. 
 

Large rocks, evidently placed in the narrow Loddon River to provide stepping stones, are a tangible link between the 
campsite on a five-acre private property on Suttons Lane and the dam reserve. The owner advertises a cottage for rent on 
AirBnB, plus riverside camping on the US-owned website Hipcamp that specialises in out-of-the-ordinary camping 
opportunities. Local residents report that over summer tents were erected within 20 metres of the river for which DELWP 
confirmed no requisite licence had been sought or issued. At times there also appeared to be more than the advertised “up 
to 14 guests” staying at the property, which for campers has one toilet in an outhouse but no showers or drinking water. 
The two-hectare property is situated in a farm zone, where currently private property should be no less than 40 hectares. 
The area also has environmental sensitivity and bushfire risk planning overlays. The property advertises a “quiet and 
serene” setting. It was anything but in the vicinity when the owner also hosted a “music festival” on an adjoining site 
between Dysart Street and the Glenlyon Reserve. Police were called on several nights when nearby residents complained 
of “horrendous noise” well after midnight. The campsite is currently not accepting bookings. 

O n Sunday 20 February Glenlyon was fortunate to host Dayles-
ford Repair Café in conjunction with Seed Savers.  
 

The Repair Café normally meets on the third Sunday of each 
month at Victoria Park in Daylesford, however due to the Motor Festival 
taking place at Victoria Park over the weekend, they moved operations 
to Glenlyon Hall for the day. Nikki Marshall said that Seed Savers and 
the Repair Café are a very good fit as partners and is keen to explore 
the idea of holding more Repair Café meets in Glenlyon in future.  
 

Seed Savers meet at the Hall monthly. For more information contact  
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999.  
 
 
Left: Julian, who is a visual repairer, has had success with getting a 
vacuum cleaner working. Here he works on a TV.  

Repair and Save 
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No, Minister: Time for a Cultural Change? 

By Anon 
Minister: Barnaby, I note that we have been looking to 
appoint a manager of culture and performance. Are we 
planning to go into show business? Like Prince Harry and 
Meghan’s delving into the entertainment industry?  Or to  
engage in contemporary “culture wars”, like those repetitive    
reactionaries of Sky News recycling their collective bees-in-
the bonnet night after night? 
Sir Barnaby: Very droll, Minister. No, it is to ensure that 
our dedicated staff meet the highest standards of personal 
conduct in their interaction with each other and the public, 
and of the utmost diligence and efficiency in the discharge of 
their duties. 
Minister: You mean no hanky-panky or bullying, and no 
skiving or slacking on the job?  
Sir Barnaby: You are in very jocular mood today, 
Minister, if I may so. But yes, that is the idea. Adopted, I 
understand, by Cabinet Office from such initiatives in the 
corporate world.  
As you know, some top executives have been toppled by 
complaints from their juniors, mostly female, of unwanted 
advances and harassment. Times have changed, and we 
must keep up with these times, and be seen to be doing so. 
Minister: We are also in the market for a governance and 
risk manager. I presume that’s to ensure that Ministers 
behave themselves and don’t splurge in such risky ventures 
as the lamentable Rex redevelopment. 
Sir Barnaby: I wouldn’t put it in those words, Minister, 
but ... 
Bernard:  The role of a culture and performance officer 
reminds me of the origins of Facebook. You will recall it all 
began with a couple of American college jocks who compiled 
a pictorial dossier of young co-eds – that being the hormone-
fuelled culture on campus at the time –  implicitly inviting 
readers to rate their reputed or potential performance, er, 
romantic-wise. Recalling Dorothy Parker’s notorious quip  
that if all the graduates of a famous US women’s college 
were laid end to end, she wouldn’t be at all surprised. 
Sir Barnaby: Enough of that, Bernard. You have just 
demonstrated the necessity for our new appointment, even if 
the public thinks this is just bureaucracy empire-building. 
Bernard:  I stand rebuked, Sir Barnaby, and will refrain from 
making any suggestive remarks about our advertising for a 
procurement specialist.  

Sir Barnaby: I should think so. You will agree, Minister, 
that a lesson learnt from the aforementioned Rex redevelop-
ment disaster is that we need to be more careful and prudent 
in awarding contracts and to ensure that we get the best 
value for the money we spend for the benefit of the 
community. 
Minister: I do agree, Barnaby. And I am pleased to note 
that the Auditor-General, who criticised aspects of the 
Department’s financial management in two successive 
years, has removed us from the “high risk” category in his 
latest report. 
Sir Barnaby: Yes, indeed, Minister. The former administra-
tion complied with his directions, albeit somewhat belatedly. 
But as you know, our human and financial resources are 
always stretched, while we are ever burdened with new 
responsibilities and community expectations. 
Bernard: Which doesn’t inhibit us from constantly adding to 
our middle management. And indulging in endless surveys in 
the name of community engagement. People don’t want 
questions; they want answers and actions. 
Minister: Bernard does have a point, Barnaby. 
Bernard: We are also planning to appoint a reconcilia-
tion officer for Hepburn Shire. To reach out to its Indigenous  
residents. Reconciliation is, of course, an important issue at 
the national level, and that is where it has to be resolved. But 
to dedicate such an official to a province with only about 140 
persons who identify as Indigenous, not all descended from 
its original occupants of that land and rather less than 0.1% 
of its current population, could perhaps be seen as little 
more than tokenism or virtue-signalling. 
Minister: Not at all, and I am pleased to report that in my 
constituency, by a local community initiative, the Glenlyon 
Hall is to put up a plaque to acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners. 
Sir Barnaby: Bernard, if you go on challenging 
government policy, you will never rise to the position of 
permanent head of this or any another Ministry. 
Minister: Oh, do let him be, Barnaby. I regard Bernard as a 
loyal personal adviser, not simply as a mouthpiece for the 
Civil Service hierarchy. Not that he’s always right, and not 
that I don’t appreciate your wealth of experience or value 
your considered official advice. I’m sure you don’t wish to 
upset our professional relationship. 
Sir Barnaby (through gritted teeth): No, Minister. 

Left: a fanciful view of Glenlyon landscape  

Wheatsheaf Artist Exhibits in Ballarat 

F rances Guerin will be exhibiting her art at City of Ballarat ArtSpace 
14 Lydiard St. from 17 March to 10 April. This follows on from her 
Open Studio at Whitegum Studio, 55 Whitegum Drive, Wheatsheaf 

over the Labour Day weekend, Chillout Festival 12-14 March. Frances 
explains, “These works began as the mega fires tore across Victoria and 
NSW in the summer of 2019, and Greta Thunberg sailed across to New 
York to address the U.N. with furious words “How Dare you” in response 
to inaction on the climate change and species extinction. Then COVID 
struck and the smog across Delhi cleared…” 
 

For more information about the exhibition or Frances’s work: 5348 7657 
https://www.francesguerinartist.com/ 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/14+Lydiard+St?entry=gmail&source=g
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Wombats: Beware of the Dingbats 

By Claude Forell 

T he overnight disappearance in Glenlyon of graphic 
roadside signs depicting a blood-stained victim of a 
fast-moving vehicle and intended to warn drivers of 

slow-moving wombats has aroused almost as much anger as 
the saddening death itself. 
 

Ask not why the wombat was 
crossing a main road in the dark. 
That’s what wombats tend to do. 
So do kangaroos and wallabies. 
Careful drivers know that, and take 
care. They know that the bush 
around Glenlyon is not called 
Wombat Forest for nothing. Ask, 
rather, what troubles the mind and 
soul of someone who deliberately 
removes – others have said steals 

or destroys – such signs spontaneously designed in the 
interests of protecting our precious native wildlife? And, 
incidentally, drivers who may themselves sustain injury or 
damage from such a collision. 
 

Was it,  perhaps, the killer of the depicted deceased, who, 
unable to shoot a lion in far away Africa, nevertheless wished 
to have a pilfered sign of his roadkill hung in his trophy room? 
Surely not. Was it someone offended by the disturbing nature 
of the photograph? Road safety messages showing human 
trauma have been similarly designed to shock. Was it 
someone who has some visceral fear or hatred of wombats? 

They are not as cute or cuddly as koalas are generally 
deemed to be. And yes, they can be a nuisance on farming 
properties, but still, they are fellow creatures who do not 
deserve to be wantonly or negligently run over. Or was it 
someone who simply objected to concerned citizens who 
found the unfortunate road victim or shared a photograph of 
this not uncommon wildlife tragedy taking the initiative – 
without official sanction – to do something about it? 
 

We know of one person who removed earlier impromptu 
warning signs on the roadside outside her residence for 
reasons undisclosed. We do not suggest that she is 
responsible for the removal of the wombat signs, which were 
not placed near her property. But one Frank Johnson of 
unknown address did cause a stir by posting an indignant 
series of semi-coherent messages on Facebook to protest 
against  “illegal placing of signs … of a dead animal” and to 
opine that this is why they were taken away. Again, we do 
not suggest that he himself tore them down, only that he 
approved of their removal. Frank also asked why those who 
put up the signs did not “partition council and get proper 
signs erected?” Our shire council is already divided over a 
number of issues and further partitioning wouldn’t do any 
good. A petition might, but such a process takes time. When 
it comes to speed of resolute movement I would back a 
wombat every time over a bureaucratic desk-jockey. 
 

Regional Roads Victoria and Hepburn Shire Council have 
been asked to erect wombat crossing signs at four proposed 
sites around Glenlyon. 

By Galena Debney 

H ow fortunate we all are to live in a rural environment 
where there is natural habitat for our wildlife to make 
this their home too. Consider making your fencing 

wildlife friendly. There are several benefits: reduced 
maintenance, lower cost of installation, looking good and 
safe for us and the wildlife. It is a ghastly situation when 
wildlife, those fortunate enough to be found, become 
entangled in fencing;  ghastly for the injured distressed 
animal, ghastly for the person disentangling them and 
damaging to your fencing.  
 

Over 70 Australian animal species have been shown to be 
injured by fences and this includes birds, possums, gliders, 
bats, koalas, wombats and kangaroos. Reptiles are also at 
risk due to their backwards facing scales which can get 
caught on tight gaps in fencing.  Wildlife may get free of the 
fencing but die later as a result of their injuries. Keep the 
wildlife, and your fencing safe, by using wildlife friendly 
fencing.   
 

Here are a few tips to minimise the dangers to wildlife, and 
your fencing: 
Barbed wire presents a serious risk to wildlife so avoid this 
where possible. Retro work may be required, especially in 
spots where the access to high quality feed or water is just 
beyond the fence. A split plastic pipe can be placed over the 
barbed wire, especially in their usual jumping zones. 
Kangaroos tend to jump at the same spots so this is the best 
place to start.  If they can see the wire clearly, they’ll clear it. 

A white sight top wire helps eliminate a miscalculation in 
jumping height required, particularly at night. Keep the top 
wires under 1.2m, a comfortable clearance height for 
kangaroos. If the fencing is already there, consider hanging 
old CD’s on it or aluminium plant tags so they can see it and 
clear it.   
 

Avoid square gauge wire. If 
you need to keep small 
animals in then the best is a 
solid panel of chicken 
wire. The hole profile is too 
small for a leg to go through. 
If the mother takes fright and 
jumps the fence to flee the 
joey and juvenile at foot will 
try to follow but can’t jump as high as the mother. There is no 
way for them to get through square gauge fencing. It is easy 
to have a leg poke through that square gauge when they 
keep trying, or for echidnas to become lodged, unable to go 
back or move forward. 
 

If you don’t have sheep grazing, there’s no need to put that 
bottom one or two wires on a five-strand wire 
fence.  Kangaroos and wallabies, given the choice, prefer to 
go under a fence if there is at least 50cm gap between the 
ground and the bottom wire. If the mother jumps the fence, 
the joey can go under it to follow. Give them that option. 
 

It’s worth considering because there’s room for us all.   

Wildlife Friendly Fencing 
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Bund S Ratt 

Whether it's a gang war, a civil war between 

ethnic groups, or a big international dispute 

like the Russia-Ukraine crisis, people seem 

willing to kill and be killed over chunks of 

land.  
 

Have humans evolved to fight wars over territory  

by Zack Beauchamp 
https://www.vox.com/2014/4/28/5661186/evolution-war-cause 

Letter to the Editor 
Thank you for your well-written, measured and well 
researched article regarding the 26th January, the date of 
Australia Day. 
 

I hope that it encourages Glenlyon citizens to reflect on the 
implications of celebrating a national day on a date that 
marks the destruction of a culture and genocide of 
Australia’s indigenous people. 
 

Jill Teschendorff, Glenlyon 

L ocal resident, Peter Scullin, recently donated a model of 
the Glenlyon Hall to the Glenlyon Progress Association.  
The model, which has passed through several hands, was 

successfully bought by Peter at a recent auction at Leonard Joel 
Auctions. 
 

The model, made by Hepburn resident, Graeme “Butch” Tori, 
was gratefully received by GPA president, Kaye Powell, at a 
recent community dinner. 
 

Everyone there marvelled at the beauty of the model – 
especially its lace curtains. The replica shows the Hall as it was 
some time ago. The little hall within the Hall makes for a great 
comparison.  
 

The model will be displayed in the archive room at the Hall.  
 

Many thanks to Peter for his initiative and generosity. 

Gift from a Model Citizen Festival of Small Halls 
 

Live music returns to Glenlyon Hall 
after two years of COVID restrictions 

 

Wednesday 6 April, 6.30pm 
 

Adult $25, child (15 years and under) $10 
 

Opening act:  
Glenlyon Ukulele Team  

(local group 
led by Wendy Phypers and Dave Patterson) 

 
 

Main acts:     
Jack Carty  

(singer-song writer) 
 

Charm of Finches  
(sister duo) 

 
 

Finger food and drinks on sale before 
concert and during interval 

 

Bookings at  
https://festivalofsmallhalls.com/glenlyon-2022/  

 
An initiative of Glenlyon Progress Association 

Dear me! Will it come to 
this in Glenlyon?  
 

And they accuse us rats of 
being animals. 

https://festivalofsmallhalls.com/glenlyon-2022/
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Central Highlands Goat Club: 
Neil Pearson 0490 083 954 

 

Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:  
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167  

Jody Wallace, Vice President 5348 4245  
 

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  

friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com   
 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon CFA:  

Russ Newton 5348 7895 

Juniors: Jess Newton 5348 7895 
 

Glenlyon CFA Volleyball:  

Colin Priest 5348 7674 
 

Glenlyon Forest Group:  

Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 
 

Glenlyon Pony Club:  

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176  

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  

Joy Durston 5348 7542 
 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  

Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 
 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 

Joy Durston 5348 7542 
 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon Village Market:  

Dan Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Hepburn Seeds Savers: 

Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com  
 

Riding for the Disabled:   

Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

Denise’s Garden 

LOCAL GROUP   

CONTACTS 
 

If you have a local group you would like to list 
here please contact the Editor:  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com  or 5348 7792 

Glenlyon Weather Summary - February 2022 
By John Cable 

F ebruary 2022 was a very dry month, sandwiched between a 
significant rainfall event during the last three days of January 

and another in the first four days of March. While La Niña 
conditions impacted on much of eastern Australia during February, 
Andrew Hitchman at Dairy Flat Road recorded no rain for the 
month while Murrell Osborne at Ford Street, Glenlyon, recorded 
2mm and the author at Butlers Lane recorded 1mm. 
 

La Niña conditions are likely to persist until the end of autumn, 

which increases the chances of tropical cyclones and above-

average rainfall for large parts of eastern Australia: not good news 

for communities in NSW and Qld, which have experienced severe 

flooding over the past month. 

By Denise Smith 
Summertime - and the living is scary. 

I n mid-February I am detecting many signs of autumn with relief. 
A few toadstools are appearing, and grape hyacinths are 

shooting, as are the Nerines. We were thrilled by the emergence of 
Colchicum agrippinum (autumn crocus) and the tiny white bells of 
Leucojum autumnale (autumn snowflakes). Many cyclamen are 
also coming to life. And we finally have a few ripe tomatoes, so it 
MUST be autumn. 
 

I can’t say that I am sorry to see the end of summer, as I find the 
threat of fire a constant worry. I am quite 
sure that I am not alone in this. I spend 
months with a watering can in one hand, and 
an iPad in the other, checking VicEmergency 
regularly, and sniffing the air like an over-
excited old meerkat. 
 

The Black Saturday fires left an indelible 
impression on me, even though I was tucked 
up safely in suburban Melbourne. I was not 
personally affected, but knew many who 
were. During many years with Australia’s Open Garden Scheme, I 
had visited many wonderful gardens and gardeners all over 
Victoria, and as I listened to the long list of fire-ravaged areas, I felt 
sick, thinking of them. I can remember Jon Faine taking over the 
774 emergency broadcast in the afternoon. The news was still 
dreadful, but somehow his familiar voice helped a little. 
 

And then, not too many years later, I moved into this very beautiful, 
but very fire-prone area. Brave? Masochistic? Completely 
bonkers? My money is on bonkers. 
 

Stay tuned. No doubt I will shortly be whining about biting wind, 
killing frost, and frozen fingers. 

"We have to stop this crazy notion that there can be 
unlimited economic development on a planet with 

finite natural resources.” Jane Goodall 

mailto:friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
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ART: 
Malleeart – Expert Picture Framing.  
George Jackson: 5348 7780 

BRICKLAYER: 
Shane Moiler – Quality brickwork,  
no job too small or too large.  
Free quote: 5348 7663, 0407 870 315 

ELECTRICIAN: 
Jamie Grant – Residential, commercial and Powercor 
authorised contractor.   
0434 357 882 

MAPS:  
Commercial and Community 
Mapsport Cartographic – Ken Dowling  
produces custom biz, recreation and tourist maps for internet 
or print. 5348 3792, ken@ocad.com.au  

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar Door, 
Regional Platters and Function Space available for Wed-
dings, Commitment Ceremonies and Special Occasions. 
Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.  
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

MASSAGE/FACIALS: 
Cindy Leary – Glenlyon  
Diploma of Beauty Therapy 2014 
Tue-Wed (Summer) Massage $90 Facials $72 
mob: 0434 080 777 

EXCAVATIONS: 
Colin Bainbridge – Creative landscaping, bushfire mitigation
-firebreaks, postholes, etc. 3t Excavator and Bobcat.  Good 
hourly rate. Colin 0417 746 059 
 

Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t Excavator. Landscaping, trenching, 
stump and post holes, retaining walls and small driveways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

FARM MAINTENANCE: 
Bohdan Evans of Catherine Farm – Grass slashing Rural 
fencing 
Ph: 0423 814 393 Email: bohdanevans@gmail.com  
Facebook: @Catherinefarmglenlyon 
 

Steve Schellekens – Need Farm Maintenance?  

Rural Fencing or Grass Slashing. 

Contact Steve 0408 324 491 sschellekens@bigpond.com 

PLUMBER: 
T Hughes Plumbing – All domestic and commercial 
plumbing and gas fitting. Air conditioning, heater inspection, 
roof plumbing.  
Free quotes ring Toby 0439 616 343 
 

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked drain 
specialist.  
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree 
climber. Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. 
Chipping and stump grinding.  
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015  
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

B & B Rental: 
Glenlyon Country Cottage – Self-contained furnished one
-bedroom cottage with superb views over Loddon Valley. 
Queen size bedroom, light and comfortable living room and 
kitchen, new bathroom. Air conditioner.  
Single nights $120. Longer stays by negotiation.  
Robert:  tel/sms 0418 109 272 

CARPENTER/BUILDER:  
Tinetti Constructions – Damian Tinetti – Fully Licensed 
domestic and commercial builder with over 20 years 
carpentry experience.  
For a free quote call Damian 0448  001 119 

LOCAL  BUSINESS  DIRECTORY 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional Counselling 
Strength Centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442 

BUSINESS SERVICES: 
Kindle Business Support – Administration Services, 
Digital Marketing, Brand Identity. One off/short term or  
ongoing support available.  
Contact Melanie  to discuss your requirements  
0408 243 094 or hello@kindlebusinesssupport.com.au 

BIKE REPAIRS: 
The Bike Space – bicycle repairs, upcycled bike sales  
and mountain biking skills coaching service for Glenlyon 
and surrounding areas. 
Contact Eric 0407 819 677 

GARDENING:  
Diego's Gardening and Chainsawing Services – 
Chain sawing and wood splitting. Lawn mowing, 
brushcutting/whipper snipping. Garden Maintenance 
Contact Diego 0410 359 686 diegojoha@gmail.com 

ART THERAPY: 
Figure It Life Drawing – art therapy services to support 
well-being and mental health. By appointment in Glenlyon, 
Daylesford and surrounds.  
Contact Isabelle 0405 565 759 www.figureitlifedrawing.com 

mailto:bohdanevans@gmail.com
mailto:sschellekens@bigpond.com
mailto:hello@kindlebusinesssupport.com.au
mailto:diegojoha@gmail.com
http://www.figureitlifedrawing.com/

