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By Claude Forell 

G lenlyon and District (Holcombe Ward) residents have 
been overtaken, perhaps unsurprisingly, by those in 
Daylesford (Birch Ward) as the most dissatisfied with 

Hepburn Shire Council, according to the state-wide local 
government community satisfaction survey for 2022. Last 
year we rated Council’s performance the lowest overall and 
in 15 out of 16 categories from value for money to customer 
service. 
 

After last year’s gratifying improvement, overall community 
satisfaction with Council across the shire has slumped again 
–  from 51 points to 47 out of 100 – compared to the state 
average of 59 and an average for small rural councils of 56, 
although these ratings also slipped since last year. The 
substantial fall in Daylesford’s satisfaction may be largely 
due to Council’s jettison of the Rex redevelopment, its 
abandonment of responsibility for aged care, and various 
planning issues.  
 

Hepburn’s detailed results were released on August 11, 
weeks after other councils posted theirs, and two days after 
your correspondent asked why they hadn’t been announced 
yet. The survey of 400 residents (69 in Holcombe) was 
conducted between January and March this year by a 
research company contracted by the State Government. 
 

The results suggest that Holcombe residents are the most 
inclined to have contact with Council (read: make com-
plaints, objections and service requests) and along with 
Daylesford citizens are the most agitated about planning and 
buildings permits. There are two sides to the latter: on one 
hand, anger over costly delays to permit approvals, and on 
the other, objections to over-development and to land sales 
in Glenlyon of smaller blocks deemed by Council itself as 
high risk to groundwater water quality and acceptable 
effluent disposal. 
 

Curiously, Holcombe scored highest in the category of 
tourist development. What tourist development, you may 
well ask. Surely not the illicit riverside camping, unauthorised 
building extensions, damaging hooning around the Glenlyon 
dam and an objectionably loud music festival that prompted 
police and Council by-laws attention last summer? Well, by 
contrast, we did award the lowest rating for enforcement of 
local laws. 
 

We were a little more satisfied than the shire generally with 
the condition of our (very few) sealed local roads, not that a 
score of 42 is anything to boast about. It’s a pity that we 
weren’t asked about the state of our unsealed roads, some 

of which in Glenlyon are a disgrace. Collins Road, for 
instance, becomes a slushy mud track with axle-deep water-
filled potholes after every bout of serious rain. Many other 
local roads are badly scoured. 
 

On overall performance, Holcombe ratings for Council were:  
very poor 9%, poor 23%, average 46%, good 20% and very 
good 1%. These were the second lowest after Birch Ward. 
Clunes and district residents (Cameron Ward) were the 
happiest with Council overall and in most categories. 
Holcombe’s lowest comparative rating was for recreational 
facilities – not surprising, perhaps, given the disruption of 
access to the Glenlyon reserve in response to the EPA-
mandated clean-up order after decades of contamination by 
clay target shooting. 
 

Holcombe scores in individual categories were: 
Value for money for services & infrastructure: 35 (same as 
last year; shire average 39). 
Contact with Council: 79 (down 5 points; shire 73). 
Customer service: 63 (down 3 points; shire 61). 
Council direction: 38 (down 6 points; shire 39). 
Consultation/engagement 38 (same; shire 44). 
Decisions made in interests of community: 34 (down 7 
points; shire 54). 
Condition of sealed roads: 42 (up 1 point; shire 39). 
Enforcement of local laws: 53 (same; shire 55). 
Recreational facilities: 53 (down 1 point; shire 59). 
Appearance of public areas: 62 (up 2 points; shire 62). 
Waste management: 64 (up 7 points; shire 61). 
Planning & building permits: 32 (down 6 points; shire 40). 
Environmental sustainability: 50 (same; shire 54). 
Roadside grass slashing & weed control: 41 (up 2 points; 
shire 42). 
Business development: 49 (down 2 points; shire 51). 
Tourism development: 70 (up 10 points; shire 63). 
 

Here’s a hypothetical: given Council’s chronic shortage of 
funds and increasing demand for services, would you prefer 
an increase in rates or a cut in services? In answer to that 
question, only 7% of survey respondents across the shire 
definitely opted for higher rates and 26% would probably do 
so, while 26% would definitely prefer and another 26% 
would probably prefer rate cuts. The rest couldn’t say. 
Younger residents were more inclined than oldies to choose 
higher rates, perhaps because fewer of them were actually 
ratepayers.  
 

Next year the survey will be conducted quarterly. That 
should keep councils more on their toes. 
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Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue   
             0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

H all hire and activities have recommenced. 
For information contact Hall Booking 
officer Charles Prebeg 

hire@glenlyon.vic.au    
 

For latest information on all community events contact 
Joy Durston 5348 7542  events@glenlyon.vic.au    
  

GPA members will regularly be informed of events via 
email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another 
edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community 
information publication under the auspices of the 
Glenlyon Progress Association.  
 

The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or 
Glenlyon Progress Association.   
 

Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to 
the Editor are encouraged.  
 

We continue to welcome suggestions 
and ideas from you.  
 

Contact the editor by  
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com  
or telephone 5348 7792. 

Hall Hire Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2022 

Glenlyon District News  
Are you getting your copy every month? 

The original and only not-for-profit community 
publication serving Glenlyon district since 2001  

The Glenlyon  District News is delivered free to mailboxes 

in the Glenlyon region,  
is available at Glenlyon Hall in the yellow box located 

on the fenceline at the southwest corner,  
Darryl Wilson Optometrists, 75 Vincent Street, 

Daylesford,  
and online at www.glenlyon.vic.au 

If you would prefer to receive your copy via email, let us 
know at glenlyonnews@gmail.com  

Dog walkers are requested to keep their dog on a 
leash at the Reserve on days when Pony Club or 
horses are present.   

Council Meetings 2022 
Hepburn Shire Council meetings will be held on the third 
Tuesday of each month and will be starting at 5:30pm. 

T he timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s 
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au  

Meetings will be live streamed via Council’s Facebook 
page. 
Next meetings:  Tuesday 16 August  
   Tuesday 20 September   
   Tuesday 18 October  
   Tuesday 22 November (due to the  
   Melbourne Cup public holiday) MEETI 

WALK/RIDE TRAIL MAPS:  

Community and region 
 

Free download of trail maps designed for walkers and 
mtb/gravel bike riders.  Classed as to degree of difficulty 
and Includes all useable tracks that are not on topo.  
 

Downloads are A4 or A3 full colour pdfs. Many also free 
on Avenza. 
 

Latest post-storm map: 4 Villages, 3 Springs covering 
the trails, Musk-Bullarto-Lyonville north to Glenlyon- 
Denver. 
 

MapSport Cartographic – www.mapsport.com.au 

mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au
http://www.mapsport.com.au
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Briefly 
 

 

Olive Trees for Sale 

M ature olive trees for sale,  You pick, you dig. Taradale area. 
Allan Simpson 5473 3298 

 

Wheatsheaf Garage Sales 

T he Wheatsheaf Community Garage Sale is planned for the weekend of 5 
and 6 of November. If you are interested in helping with the planning and 

organisation of the event please contact Janet Quilty 5348 1272 or 0419 134 
136. We will be calling for households in the Wheatsheaf area to register their 
interest in September. 
 

Map Man Moving On 

M ap maker and surveyor, Ken Dowling will be leaving Wheatsheaf and 
relocating to New Zealand in August. 

Recently he finished re-surveying his map east of Glenlyon so will be 
publishing 1 Village, 1 Spring trail map very soon.  
Following that will be the 4 Villages, 3 Springs map combining the villages 
maps and extending to the Wombat Forest winery. While still free, that map 
will be available only on Avenza Maps for use on smart phones, tablets etc.  
 “After we leave for NZ mid August, there will not be any further significant 
updates,” Ken said, “although I will make changes if issues are reported to 
me. I expect these latest maps will be current for a few years.” 
We wish Ken and Anitra all the best for their future in New Zealand. They will 
be missed for their contribution to the community, particularly in Wheatsheaf. 
 

Wattle Day 

G PA have not planned any Wattle Day celebrations this 
year, but hope community members will keep up the 

tradition of decorating their front fence or door with wattle. 
In past years Margret Lockwood has organised the poetry 
and photo competitions for which we thank her. These have needed a lot of 
work and commitment on her part under trying conditions. Firstly, we had a 
COVID lockdown that made planned community activities impossible, then 
last year the weather played havoc with outdoor displays. If anyone would like 
to initiate some activity in the future they would be very welcome to do so. 
Wattle Day has the potential to morph into a viable alternative to the current 
Australia Day celebrations in view of the controversy surrounding the 26 
January date. 
 

Osborne Road Burn 

A  community walk and talk was held at the Bush fuel reduction burn 
Osborne Road on 22 June.  

The talk followed the burns that were carried out in March as part of the CFA/
DELWP/FFMV “Safer Together” program.  
On the whole the people who carried out the burns thought they were 
successful as asset protection burns. A great deal of work went into preparing 
and carrying out the burning but concern was expressed regarding the effect 
on animal life, and with the fact that there had not been a record of wildlife 
present in the area prior to the burn. Unfortunately the Biodiversity officer was 
not there to answer those questions. 
In the media recently the usefulness of these burns has been called into 
question. Two articles have appeared in newspapers, which consider logging 
and hazard-reduction burns to be contributors to bushfire severity. They are 
worth reading. 
David Lindenmayer (16 July, The Age) and Karen Middleton (16 July, The 
Saturday Paper)  
Thanks to Janet Quilty, Woodduck Community Fireguard, for this report.        

 

Rambling from the  

Bramble Patch 

A nswering the phone these days  
is a bit of a lottery. I ask myself 
“Should I answer? Will it be a 

real person that I wish to speak to? Or is 
it another scam call?” 
 

The scam calls can be annoying or 
amusing. The annoying ones are when I 
get six separate people with European 
names and obvious Asian accents call 
me in one day offering solar panels, 
shower heads or devices to save me on 
my electricity bill. Some of the more 
amusing ones are from automatic 
recorded messages purporting to be the 
“Visa and Mastercard Department” of a 
financial institution or the “Visa Fraud 
Squad”, the latter with an American 
accent. I hope that most people would 
recognise from the language that these 
are fake –  that Visa and Mastercard are 
competing  systems and not likely to be 
administered by the same department 
and that in this country fraud squads are 
limited to  the more sensationalist 
American TV series. Still, as they say, a 
sucker is born every minute and I worry 
for those for whom English is not a first 
language, or who are easily confused.  
 

Then of course there are the more 
cleverly constructed calls claiming to be 
from Microsoft or NBN and saying that 
my computer has a fault, or from a 
“bank” advising me of an error in my 
account. I have lost count of the number 
of parcels  (I have not ordered) that I am 
supposed to have received from 
Australia Post, or the incorrect amount in 
my account from an Amazon purchase, 
(which I never deal with). These are 
more insidious and no doubt many 
elderly people get sucked in.   
 

My policy is to never click on anything or 
give any personal information and to 
treat all such calls as suspicious. If I am 
dealing with a company, I initiate the call 
to them on a number I trust. Yes, life is 
more complicated in a digital age. There 
were always snake oil merchants, but at 
least they never drained your account of 
your life savings or stole your identity. 
 

Woops, there goes the phone now! Will I 
answer it? No, let it go to the message 
bank – hang on, that is Benjamin.  
Damn, now I will have to ring him back. 

Alice 
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NEW Fire Danger Signs 

F rom 1 September, the way we determine and communicate Fire Danger Ratings is changing. A new national Fire 
Danger Rating System is being developed using the latest science to be more accurate and relevant to where you 
live. The new system will be used across Australia so whether you’re at home or travelling, you will see the same 

system being used. Community feedback was used in the design process to help it make it easier to understand and to 
provide clearer advice about how to stay safe.  
 

Fire Danger Ratings provide information so people in affected areas can take action to protect themselves and others.  
The higher the fire danger, the more dangerous the conditions and the greater the impact will be if a fire starts. Previously 
there were six levels: Low mod – High – Very High – Severe – Extreme – CODE RED. The new Fire Danger Rating 
system has four levels.  
 

The four levels of 
fire danger in the 
new system are: 
Moderate – Plan 
and prepare 
High –  Be ready to 
act 
Extreme –  Take 
action now to 
protect your life and 
property 
Catastrophic – For 
your survival, leave 
bushfire risk areas 
 

Fire Danger Ratings will be issued on days when there is a fire risk. Each fire danger will have a clear set of messages 
including the actions the community can take to reduce their risk. There’ll be actions for each level, so you’ll know what to 
do to protect your life, family and property. 
 

You’ll start seeing the new fire danger ratings online and in your local community soon. 

S itting in front of the fire on a cold, wet day, bushfire preparation may be 
the last thing on your mind. However, with spring just around the corner 
and thoughts turning to garden renovation this is a good time to 

incorporate fire protection in your garden planning.  
 

Vegetation was the subject of Bushfire Resilient Inc. (BRI’s) second session in 
its Get Bushfire Resilient Free Webinar session for 2022. Speakers, Kevin 
Tolhurst and Justin Leonard, explained simply and clearly the role plant 
selection and placement have in protection of houses during bushfire. Plants 
with high oil content, identified by a strong smell when crushing the leaves, burn more fiercely than those with shiny, 
rubbery leaves. Plants with a dense, dry, dead centre catch alight more readily than those with an open growing structure. 
For example, a trimmed hedge, although green on the outside, will retain a lot of dry material at its centre. 
 

Fire behaviour is also important when considering placement of plants. Fire will move easiest along connected fuel than it 
will between plants separated by a non-combustible area. Mulch of combustible material, such as bark chips, is one of the 
worst dangers, particularly when next to a building. Not only will it catch fire easily, but will burn longer, be harder to 
extinguish and generate heat, which will spread to the building. The popular garden bed of woody plants close together 
thickly under spread with mulch, beside the house or verandah, can thus be seen as the worst scenario. Conversely a 
planting of barrier plants, well spaced, at a distance can provide protection from radiant heat and wind bearing sparks and 
embers. One suggested solution for the hedge problem is to establish it at a safe distance and to substitute a non-
combustible panel for a plant every four or so plants to break up the ability of fire to travel along the length and at the 
same time still give the benefit of a wind break. 
 

To learn more, the entire session will be available on https://bushfireresilience.org.au/resource-hub/ in coming weeks. A 
previous session, Horses and Bushfires will also be available. Sessions from 2020 and 2021 as well as chunks of bite-
sized information are available now and well worth accessing. This is a valuable resource when anticipating next summer. 
 

Coming sessions are: Your Last Resort Options 7.30pm AEST 24 August; Why Get Kids Involved in the family Bushfire 
Plan 7.30pm AEST Wednesday 7 September and Understand your bushfire risk 7.30pm AEST 21 September. Register 
for these webinar series at https://br.org.au/webinar  

Vegetation on Your Mind? 

https://bushfireresilience.org.au/resource-hub/
https://bushfireresilience.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e2998b85f4146b360ec6b8881&id=dec2a40d5f&e=735fc09e3b
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Denise’s Garden 
by Denise Smith 
‘Winter in Wheatsheaf is cold, 
And I just keep growing older…’ 
 

M y version of this old song 
was going through my 
head as I attempted to 

bend over and pull a few weeds 
recently.  Age has something to 
do with it, and bending is definitely 
harder than it once was, but when I considered what I was 
wearing at the time, it’s a wonder that I can even WALK! 
Gumboots, two pairs of socks, tights, thick jeans, a singlet, 
two sweaters, and a puffer jacket. Oh, and gloves, beanie 
and scarf. And I was still cold. I’m sure that I am not the only 
local gardener who looks like Michelin man lately. 
 

A couple of years ago we bought two little hanging bird 
houses from Wombat Hill nursery.  I didn’t really expect any 
birds to use them, so you can imagine my delight when a 

pair of scrub wrens moved into one. It’s on our back 
verandah, outside the laundry door, so we have to avoid 
them as they dash in and out with nesting material to line it, 
including lint from our dryer, and what I think is a strand of 
alpaca fleece. Hopefully, they will use it to raise a family. 
There can never be enough wrens. 
 

It always amazes me how birds can build such beautiful, 
intricate nests. I certainly couldn’t make one… and I have 
HANDS. The exception to this is the tawny frogmouths. The 
ones who nested in our previous garden did so on a couple 
of sticks, in the fork of a large lemon-scented gum.  It was 
hair-raising when the wind got up, and the babies were 
hanging on by a thread. 
 

Flowering now, or at least starting. Hellebores, witch hazel, 
snowdrops, garrya, primroses, sweet box, daphne, pieris, 
grevillea, and early daffodils. Spring is coming.  One day 
soon I will smell it on the air, and celebrate by taking off one 
jumper.  

By Galena Debney 

D riving along the Daylesford-Malmsbury Road recently, I felt disturbed when I noticed several new landowners have 
cleared the roadside vegetation around Denver. We’ve got a State of the Environment Report telling the nation 
that all ecosystems are in a state of collapse. Bad news, yet here we have people felling trees without penalty 

despite it being illegal. It’s easy to underestimate the value of roadside corridors where the last remnants of vegetation 
prior to colonisation remain and all surrounding land has been cleared. Tree-changers, extending their landscaping vision 
beyond the boundary of their property and out onto the public roadside. Now, that’s crossing the line.     
 

Almost 70% of Victoria’s vegetation, forests and understory, has been cleared since colonisation so it isn’t surprising we 
have so many threatened, extinct or vulnerable wildlife species. The last remaining continuous corridors of trees are along 
our roadsides, a dangerous place for arboreal wildlife to travel but, with no other options, it’s better than nothing. Gaps in 
these corridors mean wildlife must go to ground to make it to the next tree. This is their biggest danger. Cats, dogs, foxes 
lurk below and they are forced to take the risk. Roadsides are a wildlife highway, a possum and glider route out of town 
when parents put on the pressure to leave the nest.   
 

For birds, the tangled understory below offers an alluring menu of insects and grubs. Remove the leaf litter and there is 
nothing for the birds to eat in winter so they leave town and abandon their springtime housekeeping duties of removing 
leaf eating grubs from the big old eucalypts. Remember the sap sucking lerps disaster a few years ago? The tree’s 
housekeepers had left town. 
 

Then there’s this fetish people have for tidying up. I suspect that’s an unfortunate British legacy, a tidy and pretty garden, 
it isn’t Australian. Leaf litter below the trees is critical. It has evolved over thousands of years, drop a limb, drop leaves;  
and it is nature’s mulching for the trees to help them make it through a drought or flood. It stops soil erosion in years of 
heavy rainfall, and during drought the rain is 
trapped in the litter and trickles down to the 
roots rather than running off. 
   

It will only be after our roadside vegetation is 
gone that we will understand what’s been lost. 
The local community is at home with our 
roadside trees and their  tangled remnant 
understory. That’s country life, and it’s why tree 
changers moved from suburbia to a rural 
lifestyle. Leave it there. 
   

This little fellow is a Leadbeaters Possum, 
formerly found in the tall wet forests of the 
Central Highlands is our state emblem. The tall 
wet forests of the Central Highlands were 
logged and it was believed to be extinct but in 
1961 they found some near Marysville.  There’s 
hope yet.   

ROADSIDE VEGETATION   
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No, Minister: The Post-Truth Phenomenon Is Upon Us 

By Anon 
Minister: It’s been a torrid time, Bernard, with one thing 
and another. And please don’t remind me that political life 
isn’t meant to be easy, to paraphrase a former Australian 
PM. 
Bernard: Yes, it has, and no, I won’t, Minister. But 
hopefully the debacle of the Rex won’t continue to hex and 
vex your Administration, now that Cabinet has confirmed its 
majority decision to cut its losses on a seriously misman-
aged redevelopment project. 
Minister: I certainly hope so, Bernard. But that’s not all. 
There has been a flare-up of public anger on Facebook 
about frustrating and costly delays in our handling of 
planning and building permits. 
Bernard: Yes, Minister, due mainly to our desperate 
shortage of qualified staff and, dare I say in Sir Barnaby’s 
absence, an excess of unwarranted red tape. 
Minister: Closer to home, I’m also troubled by 
continued community controversy in my constituency over 
allegations of criminal damage, vandalism and derogatory 
comments in the district newsletter. Matters on some of 
which you reported to me recently. 
Bernard: Well, Minister, a great deal more has been 
alleged or imputed than has been factually established. 
Safety fence wire at the Glenlyon reserve was apparently 
cut by persons and for reasons unknown. Signs drawing 
attention to the proximity of a shooting range were posted in 
Glenlyon by persons unknown and soon removed. Police 
were notified by the Reserve committee of management 
and concluded in a written report that the value of the 
damage brought to their attention was zero. 
Minister: So what else now?  
Bernard: The gun club has weighed in as well, firing off 
a misdirected salvo of outrage, not only about the damaged 
fence and protest posters, but derogatory remarks, false 
accusations and slanderous imputations in the local 
newsletter – none of which were made or directed at the 
gun club. The club spokesman also accused the Glenlyon 
Progress Association, which had actually voted to support 
police action, of condoning or failing to condemn such 
delinquency. All way off the mark. Not to mention some 
disparaging assertions based on unsubstantiated conjecture 
or hearsay. 
Minister: Sounds like somewhat of an over-reaction, to 
say the least. 
Bernard: Absolutely, Minister. The gun club’s corre-
spondent was also aggrieved that one of the posters 
included a reproduction of a photograph depicting himself 
taken from a supportive regional newspaper, though not 
accompanied by any rude comments.  
Minister: Well, we can’t really approve of people putting 
up unauthorised signs on our roadsides, can we, Bernard? 
Bernard: Of course not, Minister. But let’s get this into 
perspective. Decades of target shooting caused, according 

to the Environment Protection Authority, potentially 
neurotoxic and carcinogenic contamination of parts of the 
multi-use Crown land reserve. This resulted in a compulsory 
clean-up order that has cost us at least $267,000 in 
consulting and compliance costs. Far from being held at all 
financially accountable, the gun club has been rewarded 
with a fresh, albeit more onerous, conditional licence to 
resume shooting subject to police approval.  
Minister: Some might say that they should count their 
blessings. 
Bernard: These over-wrought outbursts of righteous 
indignation swirling around Glenlyon could be categorised 
as a local dawning of the post-truth era. 
Minister: What do you mean, Bernard? 
Bernard: The term post-truth has been applied, Minister, 
to  certain politicians, such as the unfortunate Boris 
Johnson, who treat truthfulness as a length of wire that can 
be stretched or twisted as they deem expedient in any given 
circumstances. To adapt Grouch Marx, they have their 
principles, but if these don’t suit their objectives, they have 
others. 
Minister: Very droll. Bernard.  But what has that to do 
with what we have been discussing? 
Bernard: I mean post-truth in the sense defined by the 
Cambridge English Dictionary: that people are more likely to 
accept – I would add “or make” –  an argument based on 
their emotions or beliefs rather than on the facts. We have 
entered a world where for many people established facts 
don’t matter as much as their own feelings. Where everyone 
can claim their own personal truths, regardless of verifiable 
reality or even belief in a shared faith. Where certain 
subjects are risky to raise even in reasonable discourse for 
fear of giving offence where none is intended. Where virtual 
reality is not only a product of electronic wizardry but, 
increasingly, a symptom of psychological susceptibility.     
Minister: Thank you for that dissertation on contempo-
rary culture, Bernard. I do understand that some people find 
it difficult to distinguish between fact and fiction, or, as in the 
newsletter article, fiction founded on fact. 
Bernard: Or choose not to do so. I can cite an outstand-
ing illustration. A prominent post-royal personage, unkindly 
referred to in some other contexts as the duchess of 
voguish woke and privileged victimhood, has been sued by 
her half-sister – she also has a half-brother – for declaring 
in that famous Oprah Winfrey interview that she grew up as 
an only child, bereft of any siblings. The half-sister claimed 
that she had thus been exposed to humiliation, shame and 
hatred on a worldwide scale. (I’m not kidding!) The 
interviewee’s lawyers have entered a defence that her 
statement was obviously not meant as objective fact but 
rather as a subjective memory of her childhood. 
Minister: I’m tempted to say “ Only in America” , but it 
seems no longer only so. 
Bernard: No, Minister. 

“Anyone who believes in indefinite growth on a finite planet is either mad,  

or an economist.” 
David Attenborough 



 7 

Glenlyon District News No 246 August 2022 

D an and Pam Harris are well known for their 
community involvement and support of the 
environment on their 20 acre property with goats 

and other animals as well vegetables managed on 
sustainable principles. Recently, community batteries have 
generated a lot of interest. Dan shares his experience of 
solar power. 
 

Around 2003 we put on a 1kilowatt-per-hour (kwh) solar 
system that, at that time, cost us about $3,000 after a 
government rebate and a 70cent kwh feed-in tariff. 
 

In 2014 we put in a 3.2kwh stand-alone system as well, 
giving us a huge amount of independence from the grid. The 
cost for that lot was around $24,000. 

 

Not satisfied, in 2020 we put a 1kwh stand-alone system on 
another building, which powers a freezer, charges batteries 
and in summer runs a submersible pump when needed. 
Cost $11,000. 
 

As we stand now, we have not paid a power bill since 2014. 
According to our latest accounts, our emissions April/May/
June were 150 kilograms; Jan/Feb/Mar 40 kilograms; Oct/
Nov/Dec nil: a massive reduction from in 2003 when our 
emissions were measured in tonnes. 
 

We often get asked, will you get your money back? I don’t 
know. I do know not paying power bills is a pretty good 
return on investment – certainly better than bank interest. 

Platypus 
By Gordon Lindsay 
O Platypus, our Platypus, 
How you must despair of us! 
When first we saw you, we thought you a joke; 
A mammal with fur conceived in a yolk? 
With parts of you that are clearly a bird? 
Milk-drinking young? It’s all too absurd! 
You are a bit incongruous,  
So please forgive us, Platypus. 
 

O please forgive us, Platypus! 
Who are we to treat you thus? 
For next we ruined your habitat; 
Uprooted it or squashed it flat, 
Polluting your every creek and stream:  
O hear our prayer dear monotreme! 
Please don’t disappear on us  
Our quaint, beloved Platypus.  
 

Reproduced, with permission, from Compromised Creatures by Gordon 
Lindsay, illustrated by George Haddon.  
Gordon Lindsay and George Haddon’s creatures can also be found in the A-Z of Congenial Creatures (2017 Brolga Publishing) which is available in 

book stores. 

T his September, Australian Conservation Foundation 
(ACF) is asking people to head down to their local 
creek or river, find a quiet place on the bank, try to 

spot a platypus and record what you see. 
It’s all part of the platy-project – a citizen-science project 
brought to you by ACF and the University of New South 
Wales – and by taking part, you can help scientists, 
researchers and conservationists better understand and 
protect the incredible platypus. 
 

According to ACF records this is within, or near, the 
geographic area the platypus is thought to live. It is 
surprising the places the elusive platypus calls home. In 
urban rivers, suburban creeks, farm dams, and local 
reservoirs – a platypus is probably closer than you think! 
 

With a rubbery duck bill, webbed feet and fur, the platypus is 
one of Australia’s strangest and most iconic animals. 
Platypus numbers are in decline, and this unique creature is 
now at risk of extinction. Land clearing, dams, drought and 
bushfires are destroying critical platypus habitat, leaving 
them with nowhere to go. Platypuses need safe habitat to 

call home to survive. 
 

That’s where citizen science can 
help. By recording where 
platypuses live more can be understood about this incredible 
creature, its habitat, and help prevent further declines in their 
numbers. ACF is holding a special webinar to mark the start 
of a huge month of searching for, and celebrating, the 
irreplaceable platypus. For a Zoom link, RSVP to the online 
launch of the platy-project month of action on Thursday 1 
September at 6.30pm:  https://www.acf.org.au/platy-project-
launch and hear from Dr Gilad Bino, platypus researcher at 
the University of New South Wales, and ACF nature 
campaigners among many other speakers. 
 

Nature laws that properly protect nature, and an independent 
regulator to enforce them are urgently needed. Searching for 
platypus not only immediately boosts efforts to protect this 
special animal, you’re adding your voice to a growing 
movement of people taking action and speaking out for the 
nature we love. 
Read more about the platy-project or: https://www.acf.org.au/    

Where are They? 

One Couple’s Solar Journey 

https://www.acf.org.au/platy-project-signup?e=8cb6beabb8b026fc758d7f45c5fc05e7&utm_source=auscon&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2207_platyprojectnewcopy&n=6
https://www.acf.org.au/platy-project-signup?e=8cb6beabb8b026fc758d7f45c5fc05e7&utm_source=auscon&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2207_platyprojectnewcopy&n=6
https://www.acf.org.au/platy-project-signup?e=8cb6beabb8b026fc758d7f45c5fc05e7&utm_source=auscon&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2207_platyprojectnewcopy&n=6
https://www.acf.org.au/platy-project-signup?e=8cb6beabb8b026fc758d7f45c5fc05e7&utm_source=auscon&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2207_platyprojectnewcopy&n=6
https://www.acf.org.au/platy-project-launch?e=8cb6beabb8b026fc758d7f45c5fc05e7&utm_source=auscon&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2207_platyprojectnewcopy&n=7
https://www.acf.org.au/platy-project-launch?e=8cb6beabb8b026fc758d7f45c5fc05e7&utm_source=auscon&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2207_platyprojectnewcopy&n=7
https://www.acf.org.au/platy-project-launch?e=8cb6beabb8b026fc758d7f45c5fc05e7&utm_source=auscon&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2207_platyprojectnewcopy&n=7
https://www.acf.org.au/platy-project-launch
https://www.acf.org.au/platy-project-launch
https://www.acf.org.au/platy-project?e=8cb6beabb8b026fc758d7f45c5fc05e7&utm_source=auscon&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2207_platyprojectnewcopy&n=11
https://www.acf.org.au/platy-project-signup?e=8cb6beabb8b026fc758d7f45c5fc05e7&utm_source=auscon&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2207_platyprojectnewcopy&n=12
https://www.acf.org.au/
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That’s Progress 
By Kaye Powell 

A t the last GPA General Meeting on the first Monday 
of August we heard reports from members about 
various activities occurring around town over the last 

couple of months. Many GPA members are involved in other 
community groups so at meetings we try to get all groups to 
report on their activities so everyone has an overview. If 
you’ve never been to a meeting, this is what you’re missing.    
 

Last year, during Wattle Week there were information 
plaques around town telling us a bit about old Glenlyon.  
There is still interest in making some of those permanent 
and we hope to hear form the Dja Dja Warrung Corporation 
to find out what the original name/s for our area is/are. This 
will be included on the plaques. 
 

The CFA Fire Risk sign that we can see outside the 
Glenlyon CFA and throughout Victoria is getting a makeover.  
The signs will now be the same in every state.   
 

There was a good turnout for the local Landcare tree 
planting day at Loddon Falls and the trees planted several 
years ago are doing well. 
 

The Glenlyon Village Market happens on the third Saturday 
of the month. Dan Harris’s veggie stall is now raising money 
for a Community Battery (more on this later) as well as for 
the Wombat Wildlife Centre. Come and buy the best 
veggies, have a coffee and pick up more goodies while 
you’re there. 
 

DELWP has contacted the GPA to assess the condition of 
our building.  We passed with flying colours.  Thank you to 
all those who come to the working bees and the hall hirers 
who do a great clean-up job. 
 

The Winter Solstice event was a great success.  We drank 
mulled wine, ate baked spuds, soup and snags and warmed 
ourselves around the braziers.  See you there next year. 

 

The Forest Film Society is taking a break but will 
be back with another five film season next year.   
 

There was a meeting at the Glenlyon Hall to 
make a start on the idea of having a Community Battery in 
Glenlyon to store solar energy to be used during blackouts.  
It’s early days and so many issues to iron out but come 
along to the next meeting and see what’s happening.  What 
have we got to lose?  Next meeting to be announced. 
 

That’s a usual GPA meeting. Then we usually adjourn for a 
cuppas and biscuits. This time we moved on to the Annual 
General Meeting. Reports were tabled by the President, the 
Editor of The Glenlyon and District News and the Treasurer 
then Office Bearers were called for, for the new Committee 
of Management. 
 

The GPA Committee of Management for the coming year 
was voted in unopposed. 
President: Kaye Powell; Vice President: Krystyna Croft; 
Secretary: Joy Durston; Treasurer: Wendy McKillop; Two 
Ordinary Members: Bob Marsh and Charles Prebeg. I’m 
looking forward to working with this great team for another 
year. 
 

The final part of the agenda was to vote that the GPA joining 
fee remain at $5. 
 

GPA meetings are a nice way to meet the locals.  We hope 
more of you will come along and join in helping to put on the 
events we run or just find out more about what’s happening 
around town and beyond. The next meeting is on Monday 3 
October at 8pm and you can join by contacting Glenlyon 
Progress Association: gpa@glenlyon.vic.au  
 

Lastly, but very importantly, a huge thank you to all the 
volunteers who make things happen in our community.  
Nothing happens without you! See you at the next meeting! 

Census Profile of Our District 

By Claude Forell 

C oomoora and Porcupine Ridge were the fastest 
growing localities in GDN’s distribution area, the latest 
census has found. Each increased its population by 

22% in the five years to 2021, double that of Glenlyon’s 
10.6% spurt that we reported last month. At the other end of 
the scale, Denver’s population declined by two people, 
although it gained one more private dwelling. 
 

Ranking in size after Glenlyon with 431 residents (up by 42), 
comes Coomoora 308 (up 56), Drummond 294 (up 11), 
Wheatsheaf 252 (up 11), Porcupine Ridge 149 (up 27), and 
Denver 148 (down 2). Although Wheatsheaf had fewer 
people, it had far more houses – 180, one-third of them 
unoccupied on census night – than Coomoora (143) and 
Drummond (141). 
 

Like Glenlyon, residents of the five outlying localities are 
predominately of Anglo-Celtic ancestry in contrast to the 
Victoria’s much more multicultural mix, followed by a 
sprinkling of Italian (Coomoora), German (Wheatsheaf, 
Drummond and Denver) and Dutch (Porcupine Ridge) 
heritage. 
There were seven persons of Aboriginal or Torres Straits 
descent in each of Coomoora and Drummond, with a median 

age of 10 and 12 respectively (suggestive of parents with 
very young children). 
 

The localities also had a higher proportion of senior citizens 
than the state average, with median ages ranging from 44 in  
Coomoora to 55 in Denver (Vic. 38). They recorded a slightly 
lower proportion of disabilities or chronic diseases than 
Glenlyon residents, but were likewise more involved in 
community activities and volunteering than in the state 
generally. 
 

In a marked change from 2016, more than half of the census 
respondents in all the localities ticked the No Religion box. 
The highest proportion were in Drummond, 63.9%, followed 
by Wheatsheaf, 59.9%; Porcupine Ridge, 56.4%; Coomoora, 
56.2%; and Denver, 52.7% –  compared with Glenlyon, 
54.1%  and the state median of 38.8%. All localities also had 
higher than state average of divorced people and de facto 
couples. 
 

The biggest variations among the localities were in median 
weekly household income, ranging from $1875 in Drummond 
to only $1221 in Wheatsheaf. Denver with $1774 came 
closest to the state median of $1759. Coomoora and 
Porcupine Ridge were lower with $1562 and $1390 
respectively. Glenlyon’s median was $1477. 
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Central Highlands Goat Club: 
Neil Pearson 0490 083 954 

 

Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:  
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167  

Jody Wallace,  
Vice President 5348 4245  

 

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  

friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com   
 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon CFA:  

Russ Newton 5348 7895 

Juniors: Jess Newton 5348 7895 
 

Glenlyon Forest Group:  

Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 
  

Glenlyon Pony Club:  

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176  

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  

Joy Durston 5348 7542 
 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  

Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 
 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 

Joy Durston 5348 7542 
 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Rod Sewell 0448 476 499 
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com 

 

Glenlyon Village Market:  

Dan Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Hepburn Seeds Savers: 

Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com  

 

Riding for the Disabled:   

Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

LOCAL GROUP   

CONTACTS 
If you are member of a 

group that would like to be 
listed here contact Wendy  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

Glenlyon Weather Summary - 

July 2022 
By John Cable 

A  cool and frosty 
month with moderate rainfall 
recorded on 13 days. Andrew 

Hitchman at Dairy Flat Road recorded 
81.5mm giving a year-to-date (YTD) total 
of 558.5mm, closely followed by Murrell 
Osborne in Glenlyon who recorded 76mm 
for YTD total of 548mm, while the author 
at Butlers Lane recorded 67mm for a YTD 
total of 468 mm.  
 
The BoM notes that a negative Indian 

Ocean Dipole (IOD) is underway and La 

Niña conditions will continue over the next 

three months. The forecast is that “there 

is an 80 percent chance of above-median 

rainfall for much of eastern Australia in 

the August to October period. Based on 

the projected rainfall distribution maps, it 

looks like a very wet spring for the eastern 

half of Victoria and moderately wet for this 

region. 

A Little Reading 

Bund S Ratt 

COMING UP 
Saturday 20 August 

Glenlyon Village Market 
Hall 9.am 1.00pm 

 

Thursday 25 August   
Dinner on the Deck 

 

Monday 3 October 
Glenlyon Progress Assoc 

Meeting 
Hall 8.00 pm 

ONGOING  
 

 1st MONDAY of even months 
Glenlyon Progress Association  

Hall 8pm 
 

Last  THURSDAY each month 
Dinner on the Deck,   

Hall 7pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Glenlyon Village Market  

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SUNDAY each month  
Pony Club Rally,  

Glenlyon Reserve 

L ittle street libraries are 
springing up throughout 

the community. This one 
outside 28 Dysart Street is a 
recent addition.  
  

Other ones are on the corner 
of Morton and Molesworth 
Streets and outside 165 
Gays Road in Wheatsheaf. 
Do you know of any others?  

 

Job vacancies:  
Senior Statutory Planner 
 

As a Senior Statutory Planner with the 
Hepburn Shire Council you will: 
Undertake the assessment and 
processing of a range of more complex 
development, use and subdivision 
planning applications, including an 
analysis of the requirements of the 
Hepburn Planning Scheme, Planning 
and Environment Act, Subdivision Act, 
and other relevant legislation. 
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/Council/Work-for-
Council/Job-vacancies/Senior-Statutory-Planner 

There’s a job 
with a future! 
I wonder if it 
comes with it’s 
own rubber 
stamp provided. 

mailto:friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
mailto:glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
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ART: 
Malleeart – Expert Picture Framing.  
George Jackson: 5348 7780 

BRICKLAYER: 
Shane Moiler – Quality brickwork,  
no job too small or too large.  
Free quote: 5348 7663, 0407 870 315 

ELECTRICIAN: 
Jamie Grant – Residential, commercial and Powercor 
authorised contractor.   
0434 357 882 

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar Door, 
Regional Platters and Function Space available for Wed-
dings, Commitment Ceremonies and Special Occasions. 
Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.  
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

PILATES: 
Glenlyon Pilates – Develop your strength and fitness using 
studio based pilates equipment. Personalised sessions with 
an experienced pilates teacher of 10 years with a diverse 
background in clinical rehabilitation and exercise science. 
Contact Ilena 0439 360 619  
holisticmovementtherapy@gmail.com 

EXCAVATION: 
Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t Excavator. Landscaping, trenching, 
stump and post holes, retaining walls and small driveways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

FARM MAINTENANCE: 
Bohdan Evans of Catherine Farm – Grass slashing Rural 
fencing 
Ph: 0423 814 393 Email: bohdanevans@gmail.com  
Facebook: @Catherinefarmglenlyon 
 

Steve Schellekens – Need Farm Maintenance?  

Rural Fencing or Grass Slashing. 

Contact Steve 0408 324 491 sschellekens@bigpond.com 

PLUMBER: 
T Hughes Plumbing – All domestic and commercial 
plumbing and gas fitting. Air conditioning, heater inspection, 
roof plumbing.  
Free quotes ring Toby 0439 616 343 
 

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked drain 
specialist.  
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree 
climber. Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. 
Chipping and stump grinding.  
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015  
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

B & B Rental: 
Glenlyon Country Cottage – Self-contained furnished one
-bedroom cottage with superb views over Loddon Valley. 
Queen size bedroom, light and comfortable living room and 
kitchen, new bathroom. Air conditioner.  
Single nights $120. Longer stays by negotiation.  
Robert:  tel/sms 0418 109 272 

CARPENTER/BUILDER:  
Tinetti Constructions –  
Damian Tinetti – Fully Licensed domestic and commercial 
builder with over 20 years carpentry experience.  
For a free quote call Damian 0448  001 119 

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional Counselling 
Strength Centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442 

Local businesses: 
 List your services here  

for $10.00 per month and target the local market through a circulation of over 600.  
Contact Wendy on 5348 7792 email glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

BIKE REPAIRS: 
The Bike Space – bicycle repairs, upcycled bike sales  
and mountain biking skills coaching service for Glenlyon 
and surrounding areas. 
Contact Eric 0407 819 677 

GARDENING:  
Diego's Gardening and Chainsawing Services – 
Chain sawing and wood splitting. Lawn mowing, 
brushcutting/whipper snipping. Garden Maintenance 
Contact Diego 0410 359 686 diegojogha@gmail.com  

ART THERAPY: 
Figure It Life Drawing – art therapy services to support 
well-being and mental health. By appointment in Glenlyon, 
Daylesford and surrounds.  
Contact Isabelle 0405 565 759 www.figureitlifedrawing.com 

mailto:holisticmovementtherapy@gmail.com
mailto:bohdanevans@gmail.com
mailto:sschellekens@bigpond.com
mailto:diegojogha@gmail.com
http://www.figureitlifedrawing.com/

