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Future Builders 

Covering Coomoora, Denver, Drummond, Glenlyon, Porcupine Ridge and Wheatsheaf 

Established 2001        Member CNAV 

T hanks to the initiative of two local boys, Glenlyon has another Little Library; this time conveniently located on the 
fence next to the Hall.  
 

Luca Hines and Rafi Fletcher were inspired two years ago to build the library when they saw one in Gays Road. 
Wheatsheaf while on a bike ride. Then aged 10 years, they commenced the project during the COVID-19 lockdown. There 
have been many interruptions since then, but their persistence has paid off and on Friday 2 September, with a little help 

from their fathers, Joel and Dom, they proudly installed the finished project. 
 

Rafi is a keen woodworker with 
an interest in boat-building. He 
has completed making a kayak 
and is planning his next 
project, a 2.8m boat made from 
marine plywood. Luca’s 
interest in electronics includes 
amateur radio. Both boys are 
avid campers and lovers of 
outdoors activities. 
 

GPA President Kaye Powell 
officially opened the library at 
a ceremony attended by Rafi 
and Luca’s parents and GPA 
committee members. They 
were presented with certificates of thanks.  Good work, boys! Sarah Hines helps Luca and Rafi sort books into the 

Little Library 

GPA President, Kaye Powell presents certificate of thanks 
to Luca Hines and Rafi Fletcher 

 
By Andrew Azzopardi 

A t the September Glenlyon CFA brigade general 
meeting, one of the brigade’s long-serving members, 
Jay Gardiner, conducted her final meeting as 

secretary before she and partner Claire Csihar-Gardiner 
make the move from Wheatsheaf to Penguin in Tasmania.  
 

Jay joined Glenlyon Brigade as a firefighter in the early 
2000s and was Community Education Team Leader for the 
brigade while working for CFA District 15 in Ballarat as a 
Community Fireguard Facilitator. She took up the role of 
secretary in 2017 and worked alongside brigade captains 
Dave Johnson, Brett Mason and current captain, Russell 
Newton. Jay has passed the role of secretary to Jessica 
Newton. Claire was also a long-standing brigade member 
and former Fundraising Team Leader for some years. 
Captain Russell Newton presented Jay with a plaque to 
thank her for her years of service. Many thanks to both 
Claire and Jay and we wish them all the best for their move.  
 

Russell Newton announced the success of the brigade 
Juniors program. There have been six junior members, now 
aged 16 years, who are transitioning to senior brigades. 
Lachlan Cooper and a couple of others are undertaking 
General Firefighter Training at Daylesford and Hepburn 
brigades, while Leni Newton and Adam Leonard are carrying 
out training with Glenlyon Brigade. Well done to these 
leaders of the future. 
 

Construction of the new undercover training/BBQ/social area 
outside the Fire Station is progressing well. The structure, 
with roof, is up and already being utilised for member 
training. Russell Newton and 2

nd
 Lieutenant, Anthony 

Schnellbeck have been conducting General Firefighter 
Training for our newer recruits.  
 

The Brigade Dinner will be held on Saturday 17 September 
at Glenlyon Hall. There will also be representatives from 
CFA District 15 Ballarat in attendance to present service 
awards to Glenlyon members. 

Movement at the Station 
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Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue   
             0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

H all hire and activities have recommenced. 
For information contact Hall Booking 
officer Charles Prebeg 

hire@glenlyon.vic.au    
 

For latest information on all community events contact 
Joy Durston 5348 7542  events@glenlyon.vic.au    
  

GPA members will regularly be informed of events via 
email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another 
edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community 
information publication under the auspices of the 
Glenlyon Progress Association.  
 

The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or 
Glenlyon Progress Association.   
 

Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to 
the Editor are encouraged.  
 

We continue to welcome suggestions 
and ideas from you.  
 

Contact the editor by  
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com  
or telephone 5348 7792. 

Hall Hire Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2022 

Glenlyon District News  
Are you getting your copy every month? 

The original and only not-for-profit community 
publication serving Glenlyon district since 2001  

The Glenlyon  District News is delivered free to mailboxes 

in the Glenlyon region,  
is available at Glenlyon Hall in the yellow box located 

on the fenceline at the southwest corner,  
Darryl Wilson Optometrists, 75 Vincent Street, 

Daylesford,  
and online at www.glenlyon.vic.au 

If you would prefer to receive your copy via email, let us 
know at glenlyonnews@gmail.com  

Dog walkers are requested to keep their dog on a 
leash at the Reserve on days when Pony Club or 
horses are present. 

Council Meetings 2022 
Hepburn Shire Council meetings will be held on the third 
Tuesday of each month and will be starting at 5:30pm. 

T he timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s 
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au  

Meetings will be live streamed via Council’s Facebook 
page. 

Next meetings:  Tuesday 20 September 
   Tuesday 18 October 
   Tuesday 22 November  
   (due to the Melbourne Cup Public  
   Holiday) 
   Tuesday 20 December  

WALK/RIDE TRAIL MAPS:  

Community and region 
 
 

Free download of trail maps designed for walkers and 
mtb/gravel bike riders. Classed as to degree of difficulty 
and includes all useable tracks that are not on topo.  
 

Downloads are A4 or A3 full colour pdfs. Many also free 
on Avenza. 
 

Latest post-storm map: 4 Villages, 3 Springs covering 
the trails, Musk-Bullarto-Lyonville north to Glenlyon- 
Denver. 
 

MapSport Cartographic – www.mapsport.com.au 

mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au
http://www.mapsport.com.au
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Briefly 
 

 

Landcare AGM and talk 

O n Sunday 25 September, Landcare will be hosting a talk by John Walter 
from Malmsbury, titled Pollinator Corridors - Pathways to Greater 

Biodiversity. 
This will be followed by Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Inc General and 
Annual General meetings. All welcome. RSVP 20 September. See page 4 of 
this publication for more details. 
 

Olive Trees for Sale 

M ature olive trees for sale,  You pick, you dig. Faraday area. 
Allan Simpson 5473 3298 

Please note, Allan’s olive trees are in Faraday, not Taradale, as in last month’s 
GDN. Our apologies to Allan. 
 

Community Garage Sale 

T he Woodduck Community Fireguard group will be holding the community 
garage sale on the weekend of 5 and 6 November.  We are now calling 

for households in Wheatsheaf who would like to take part. 
Contact Janet Quilty 0419 134 136, or Anita Bainbridge 5348 2392 
 

GDN is for All 

F or the information of new arrivals and to remind long-term residents, the 
Glenlyon District News (GDN) is a not-for-profit community newsletter 

produced by volunteers. GPA supports GDN as a community service and does 
not in any way influence or control the content. The content is by community 
contribution and neither the editor nor GPA necessarily agrees with all opinions 
published therein.  
The Glenlyon District News is not to be confused with The Local, which is a 
commercial publication. 
 

CFA Siren to Sound on Sundays 

A s part of OH&S requirements Glenlyon Brigade will be commencing 
monthly siren checks as from first Sunday in October 2022. 

 

Firewood Collection Season 
By April Dudgeon. Conservation Regulator, Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning 

V ictorians are being urged to responsibly source firewood this spring 
collection season to protect the state’s threatened native wildlife 
numbers from falling further.  

 

Endangered bird species such as the south-eastern Red-tailed Black 
Cockatoos, found in Victoria’s west and Regent Parrots of Northern Victoria 
rely on large tree hollows for nesting, and people illegally cutting or removing 
trees for firewood is impacting their survival. Many different marsupials in the 
Victoria are also affected as the dry, dead hollow-bearing trees they depend on 
are targeted by illegal firewood collectors.  
 

By sticking to designated firewood collection areas, Victorians can play an 
important part in protecting species including the small Brush-tailed Phas-
cogale, Greater Glider, and the tiny, critically endangered Leadbeater’s 
Possum, found only in Victoria.  
 

Conservation Regulator Authorised Officers, Forest Fire Management Victoria 
crews and Parks Victoria rangers are patrolling state forests, parks and 
reserves and will target anyone attempting to take firewood illegally. Officers 
can issue infringement notices of up to $740 to those caught breaking the 
rules, and serious offences can result in maximum penalties of $9,246 or up to 
a year in prison. If it’s suspected of being linked to an illegal commercial 
operation, officers may also seize chainsaws, trailers and vehicles.  

S pring is now underway at last. Is it 
my imagination, or is wattle blooming 

more prolifically this year?  
 

Harold and I agree, more or less, on most 
things. However one thing we do not see 
eye-to-eye on is how a garden should 
look. Harold likes plantings to be colour 
co-ordinated in straight lines, whereas I 
subscribe to the theory of happy chaos. 
Over the years this has led to turf wars, 
which are most evident in what I call the 
“battle of the bulbs”. Harold plants out 
rows of bulbs and I secretly sneak them 
out into random groups. I was looking 
forward this year to a display of bright 
yellow daffodils, scented jonquils and 
vivid blue grape hyacinths rioting among 
the hellebores. I was astonished to see 
them bloom in neat, regimented ranks, 
assembled according to colour and 
height. Fortunately, all is not lost. There 
are still the rebellious drifts of late 
bloomers quietly emerging in out-of-the-
way pockets to cheekily thumb their pink 
noses at order and constraint. The others 
can wait until next year to be liberated. 
 

This week, the Queen passed away as 
she had lived: quietly, efficiently and with 
the minimum of fuss. It was not that she 
died that was the surprise, I mean she 
was 96 years old, but the suddenness 
with which it happened. One day she 
welcomed the new Prime Minister and 
the next… gone. For many of us who 
remember her as a young woman it was 
even more of a shock. Just where did 
those years go, and how did she get to 
be so old so quickly? I remember Charles 
as a somewhat daggy young lad, and 
now here he is at 73  becoming king as 
the oldest monarch to be crowned in 
history. 
  

It all really makes one think about one’s 
own mortality. I realised, with a shock, 
that it is over 20 years since I came here 
as a new widow, and now here I am an 
old re-married woman and elder citizen. It 
is even more of a shock when I realised 
that Benjamin is also getting to be a 
senior citizen. Looking at children, grand-
children, and great-grand-children is a 
bigger reality check than looking in the 
mirror! Makes one think about priorities, 
doesn’t it? 
 

God save the King, long may he reign! 

Alice 

Rambling from the  

Bramble Patch 



 4 

Glenlyon District News No 247, September 2022 

Denise’s Garden 

By Denise Smith 

O scar Wilde described fox hunters as ‘The unspeakable in full pursuit of the uneatable’. 
 

I have a version about some gardeners, including myself at times, ‘The insatiable in full pursuit of the ungrowable’ 
You only have to witness a rare plant sale to see an example of this. There will be a stampede, which could be 

mistaken for a rugby scrum, towards a particular stall. Grey-haired nannas (like me) with sharp elbows and walking sticks, 
jostling for the last double black hellebore, or Brunsvigia ‘Josephine’. 
 

Ask any rabid gardener to show you their collection of labels from long-deceased 
treasures… here are some of mine. Himalayan blue poppies (although I might give these 
another shot in this climate), narcissus, cyclamineus, Iris reticulata, frittilarias, etc. etc. I 
am trying hard to concentrate on growing things that I have a chance of keeping. Avoiding 
crowded plant sales for the past couple of years has had a silver lining, financially at least. 
I am a recovering addict, so wish me luck! 
 

The growing of plants teaches many things, not the least of which is patience. Years 
spent waiting for some small obscure bulb to flower, and if it does, it lasts a week, or a wallaby finds it tasty. In the garden 
here we have planted a puya, which is a relative of bromeliad. It was brought home to Melbourne by plane about 20 years 
ago, in my hand luggage. It came from a wonderful nursery in Tasmania, long since closed. This was at the height of my 

collecting obsession. It is yet to flower, and I gather that it is likely to be monocarpic – i.e. flowers once, then the bloody 
thing dies. 
 

If it puts up a flower spike I will have a party, invite everyone to see it, and may even include free drinks! 

Hepburn Gardens for Wildlife 

By Kaye Powell 

M any of you will have seen signs along roadsides popping up over the last year or so. These signs are not official 
VicRoads signs but hand drawn appeals to motorists to slow down. Relevant authorities have been contacted to 
suggest that approved signage be installed but, in the meantime, some concerned members of the community have 

created some interim signage. 
 

What are these signs trying to achieve? 
 A drop in the number of animals being hit and killed beside our roads. Volunteers from 5 Freedoms Wildlife Shelter in 

Trentham have been called out to euthanise five kangaroos in one week in Suttons Lane, Glenlyon – a well known 
wildlife crossing point between the Reserve and the forest. 

A drop in car damage. A big kangaroo can write a car off when they collide.   
Driver safety. Lower the risk of a car swerving and ending up wrapped around a tree or landing in a ditch.  
 

While I can’t see why anyone would object to any these three aims there are, obviously, some who do. Many of these signs 
are pulled out or damaged. Is it an objection to unauthorised signs popping up? How come signs advertising eggs for sale, a 
winery or firewood are safe from being damaged? Is it a case of not liking the person who put the sign up (or who they think 
put the sign up)? Could damaging something meant to keep people and animals safe be being used to have a go at a 
person they have disagreed with over another issue?  
 

Official signage will appear at some point to keep our animals and friends safe. In the meantime, I hope the interim signage 
stays there to do a valuable job.  

Signs Around Town. 

By Margret Lockwood 

O ne great initiative of the Hepburn Shire Council is the Hepburn Gardens for Wildlife  (G4W) program. Hepburn 
G4W has trained over 30 mentors to provide wildlife gardening suggestions. In the near future Hepburn Shire 
residents will be able to have G4W mentors visit their gardens to discuss and make recommendations for 

increasing wildlife habitat. Five of them are based in Glenlyon, so let’s make use of them. 
 

The Hepburn G4 W group has just received a Hepburn Shire Council Biodiversity Grant to run a Weed Identification 
workshop. In a related development Daylesford Neighbourhood Centre (DNC), has received a grant to establish an 
accessible and local demonstration indigenous garden. DNC will transform the existing garden beds of the Court House 
and Paddock Room into a showcase of indigenous plants. The garden will be supported with information sheets for each 
plant, and links to local suppliers. DNC will participate in open garden days and work with Hepburn G4W mentors to talk 
about the garden and its benefits.   
 

Hepburn G4W is linked to the State-based initiative: https:gardensforwildlifevictoria.com/ 

https://gardensforwildlifevictoria.com/
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Long to Reign Over Us:  Queen Elizabeth II  

By Wendy McKillop 

I t was 6 February, 1952 and there was a flurry of activity in our household. My grandmother and aunts fossicked through 
their store of haberdashery to find some purple ribbon. In answer to my query I was told “because the king has died”. 
Why purple? “Because that is what we wear for royalty.” The purple ribbon was duly found by my grandmother, who 

never threw anything away, as left over from the royal death 16 years previously. I processed this information as a six-year
-old in that post-war era processed everything: with unquestioning acceptance as not really affecting me. The next 
information was a little more interesting. My older brother commented that the King’s Scout title would now become 
“Queen’s Scout”. And so I realised that a change in monarch was just a bit more than a different name – it started a 
different era. 
 

Two years later my mother and I joined the crowd lined up along St Kilda 
Road to get a glimpse of the new queen drive past in an open car. A memory 
from that day is the sea of flags waved by the assembled crowd: union jacks 
and a choice of Australian flags in either red or blue versions. 
 

As the years went by Queen Elizabeth became very much a part of everyday 
culture. We stood for the national anthem (God Save the Queen – short 
version) at public performances and stood still when it was played on Anzac 
Day or Remembrance Day no matter where or what we were doing. In the 
days when women’s magazines were still worth reading, patterns of how to 
make the Queen’s latest dress were included in the Home Journal. As 
readers, we were encouraged to follow Her Majesty’s example of dedication 
to duty, with advice about what to wear and how to act. We eagerly followed 
the progress of her children and in later years commiserated with her as 
some of their antics became a little embarrassing. While tut-tutting we could 
identify with her. All their misdemeanours somehow made her seem more 
human and one of us. Always, she remained a shining example of devotion to 
duty and how to keep calm and carry on in good times or in adversity. 
 

Now an era has come to an end and I, for one, will miss her, but I will forever 
be grateful for the example she set throughout seven decades of social 
change. I believe King Charles III will be a good king in a changing world and 

that his well-documented interest in the environment will be just what we need 
as the world deals with climate change in the future.  

Queen Elizabeth II  
Melbourne 26 October 2011 

‘Pollinator Corridors – Pathways to Greater Biodiversity’ 
Presented by John Walter, President Upper Campaspe Landcare Network 

Connecting village gardeners –  and a corridor for pollinators 
 

Gardens provide important opportunities for people to engage with the natural world and to develop their ideas about their 
relationships with nature. Gardeners in village areas play a key role in the management of significant areas of green space, 

and they must engage with pro-wildlife and conservation behaviours in their gardens.
 
 

One approach for village gardeners is to engage in the Pollinator Corridor Project. 
 

Sunday 25 September @ 9.30am - 10.30am 
Glenlyon Shire Hall, Barkly Street, Glenlyon 

 
Refreshments provided 

To assist with organisation / catering please RSVP glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com 
by 20 September 2022 

 

This event will be followed by the Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Inc General & Annual 
General meetings.  

All welcome 

mailto:glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com?subject=GULLG%20-%20GM/AGM%20-%20Sunday%2025th%20September%202022
mailto:glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
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P retty yellow gorse (also known as furze or broom) is blooming prolifically beside the road, in open farmland and on 
bush blocks all around Victoria. Don’t let its cheerful appearance fool you, it has to go, this is a weed of national 
significance. 

 

Fast and efficient removal of the odd bush is the responsibility and within the scope of even the most casual landowner. 
Large infestations require time, effort and money. The Victorian Gorse Taskforce (VGT) advises “Get on to gorse early. 
Once gorse is established, it’s very difficult to eradicate. The earlier you tackle it the better. Community-led action against 
gorse always works best.” (https://www.vicgorsetaskforce.com.au/gorse-management/) 
 

Using Roundup or another suitable herbicide is only one option and has to be part of a concerted effort to reduce this pest. 
The recommended four parts of a successful gorse program are 1. Prevent spread and protect clean areas, 2. Reduce 
above-ground mass of gorse. 3. Kill regrowth. 4. Follow-up seedling germination for at least five years and up to 25 years. 
Contact the Victorian Gorse Taskforce to find the best control method for you. 
 

Reference and more information: https://www.vicgorsetaskforce.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2-Gorse-
National-Best-Practice-Manual.pdf   https://bushfireresilience.org.au/   

By Wendy McKillop 

B ushfire Resilience Inc (BRI) is running a series of free webinars each year to help people living with bushfire risk to 
prepare for the fire season. “Why get kids involved in the family bushfire plan" was the subject of the workshop held 
on Wednesday 7 September.   

 

In this workshop, discussion by Dr Rob Gordon, OAM, Clinical Psychologist, Dr Briony Towers, Co-director LEADRRR, 
Jane Hayward, Principal Strathewen Primary School and Michelle Roberts, Australian National University, centred around 
how children who were not included in family discussions and practice of plans around bushfire were more fearful when 
faced with an actual event. It was related that even the youngest child will pick up on the fears of an adult and if they are 
lied to will lose trust in that person. Her suggestion is that involving children in preparing and practicing a Bushfire Plan  
can help them to have a greater sense of control and better manage their fears than not including them in the process and 
preparation. Jane Hayward, who is Principal of a school impacted by bushfires, explained that children who were not given 
information were more likely to imagine even worse scenarios as well as feeling insecure and unsupported by the adults 
they depended on. She pointed out that often children can identify problems or issues that adults have overlooked. An 
example she gave was that the pet goats, who one child considered as very important and “like brothers” had been 
completely left out of the fire plan.  
 

The next workshop is “Know your bushfire risk” on Wednesday 21 September at 7.30–9pm. Kevin Tolhurst, Justin 
Leonard, Ian Bennetts and Jeff Emmerton will explain how the fuel load and topography of your locality, property and the 
house affects your bushfire risk. Ian will provide a demonstration of BBCAs Star Rating System app that will enable you to 
determine your house’s risk. Register at www.br.org.au/webinar  
 

The webinar “Your last resort options”, scheduled for 24 August, will now be held on Wednesday 5 October from 7.30-
9pm. 
Even the best laid plans sometime don’t work out. What are your survival options if this happens to you? Justin Leonard, 
CSIRO, Dr Jim McLennan, Latrobe University and Dr Rob Gordon OAM Clinical psychologist. 
 

More information and links to previous webinars can be found at: https://bushfireresilience.org.au/  

Is it Roundup time in Wheatsheaf when the bloom is on the gorse? 

Learning to be Bushfire Resilient at an Early Age 

Foxes 
Foxes like to sit in their den,  
And only get up from their chair 
To fetch in food every now and again;  
Usually a rabbit or hare. 
 
But on Friday nights, by way of a treat  
which his vixen and cubs just adore 
It’s take-away chicken he brings home to eat 
And the hounds are set on him once more. 
 
Reproduced, with permission, from Compromised Creatures by Gordon Lindsay, illustrated by 
George Haddon.  
Gordon Lindsay and George Haddon’s creatures can also be found in the A-Z of Congenial 

Creatures (2017 Brolga Publishing) which is available in book stores. 

https://www.vicgorsetaskforce.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2-Gorse-National-Best-Practice-Manual.pdf
https://www.vicgorsetaskforce.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2-Gorse-National-Best-Practice-Manual.pdf
https://bushfireresilience.org.au/
http://www.br.org.au/webinar
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No, Minister: Rates Rise as Ratings Slump 

By Anon 
Minister: If there’s one thing I’ve learnt since coming to 
office, Bernard, is that you can please some of the people 
most of the time and most people some of the time, but you 
can’t please most of the people all of the time.  
Bernard: Quite so, Minister. And as your predecessor 
discovered, if you displease most of the people most of the 
time, you are held adversely to account at election time. 
Minister: I’m well aware of that, Bernard, and reminded of 
it every time I drive past that graffiti painted on the back of 
some of our road signs: “Vote them out”. 
Bernard: That message has been up for quite some time, 
Minister. It’s hard to tell now whether it was aimed at the last 
mob that was voted out of office, or at those yet to face the 
polls. But what in particular has prompted your reflection? 
Minister: Can’t you guess, Bernard? Just as the latest 
community satisfaction survey shows that our ratings have 
slumped again after last year’s improvement, our annual rate 
notices have gone out, and many ratepayers are up in arms, 
at least verbally if social media is any indication, at the eye-
watering rise in their rates. 
Bernard: No wonder, Minister. Though technically our 
rates haven’t really soared – rises of annual rate in the dollar 
are currently capped at 1.75% by law. It’s the staggering hike 
in property valuations. And that is the result of the crazy 
boom in house prices. Also, we don’t do the valuations. The 
Valuer-General’s crew does. 
Minister: Well, it comes down to the same thing. Our 
ratepayers, some of whom may be relatively asset rich but 
income poor, are struck by huge bills just as they are being 
increasingly squeezed by the inflationary cost of living. And 
just as property prices are beginning to fall. Indeed, some 
ratepayers are complaining that our valuations now are likely 
to be higher than the actual market value of their property, a 
reversal of the normal situation. 
Bernard: At least one person is happy, Minister, and that 
is Sir Barnaby. Civil Service chiefs always welcome 
increased revenue which enables them not only to meet the 

ever-rising public demand for works and services but also to 
expand their bureaucratic fiefdoms. 
Minister: Yes, I note that we are already actively seeking 
more qualified staff for our over-burdened planning 
department, which, as we recently discussed, has been the 
target of complaints about costly delays in planning and 
building approvals, as well as overdevelopment in our smaller 
settlements. 
Bernard: Also, the Ministry has been creating such 
positions as a cultural development officer, plus a cultural 
advisor presumably to advise on what sort of culture to 
develop, and a diversity and inclusion officer for the county of 
Hepburnshire.  Plus, would you believe, a community 
partnerships co-ordinator to supervise them and other 
officers running what some voters might regard as fringe 
activities. Worthy though the ostensible objectives 
underpinning these appointments are, it may asked whether 
they should really be an obligation of this Ministry, or whether 
we should concentrate our constrained resources more on 
our core responsibilities. 
Minister: Now, now, Bernard, our Cabinet is taking a 
broader view than in the past of what embraces community 
benefit and social well-being. And as you expounded in a 
recent dissertation about the post-truth phenomenon, it is 
hazardous to question certain sensitive topics. 
Bernard: Absolutely, Minister. As your local constituency 
newsletter has discovered, even a rational argument will 
arouse such an emotional reaction in some people that they 
will take offence. It has been noted elsewhere that such 
respondents may fall into two categories: hyper-sensitive 
“snowflakes” who go into a meltdown if exposed to anything 
they find disagreeable, and the chronically censorious who 
feel a satisfying frisson of righteous indignation when venting 
their disapproval. 
Minister: I hope you are not referring to genuine victims 
of hateful prejudice or discrimination. 
Bernard: No, Minister, not at all. 

Richard Holt, Public Art Officer, Hepburn Shire, has provided this update on progress with the artwork 
installation.   

T he structural engineer hasn’t yet provided an evaluation of the suitability of the preferred site. We 
have been in regular correspondence with them in an attempt to expedite that process. 
 

Subject to receiving that advice, the preferred site for the installation of the ‘The Drop’, 
remains the cleared, high ground on the east side of the dam, as per the diagram. The 
Glenlyon Dam location was chosen by the Public Art Advisory Committee taking into account 
the connection between the polished material and the water’s surface, with the siting on the 
east side identified by the artist as the best available on the balance of aesthetic and 
functional considerations. The dam location was endorsed by Council on September 15, 2020. 
The preferred site offers a number of excellent vantage points across the water and good 
pedestrian access.  
 

Initial geotechnical investigation has been conducted but the site still needs to be confirmed by 
the structural engineer as suitable for sculpture installation. Council hopes this will occur over 
the coming week. 
 

Council will keep you informed of any further developments, and will provide information to the 
public via a release on the Council website. 

“Drop” Installation 
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Letters to the Editor 

By Galena Debney 

T he effort required to save the native 
vegetation opposite my place is a 
microcosm of a national dilemma.  

 

A planning permit was granted to a 7.7ha 
property at Torpys Lane. It allows for the 
removal of the only little patch of native 
vegetation remaining on the property. 
Kangaroo Creek lies steeply downhill from 
the clear-felled pine forest land and is now 
subject to major soil slippage during heavy 
rain. Objectors asked Council to save the 
old gums and understory and, to the 
Councillors’ credit, they gave their support. 
Hepburn Shire Council added an 
amendment: re-site the dwelling – no native 
vegetation to be removed. The property 
owners are now challenging the validity of 
this amendment at VCAT. If Council doesn’t 
get a lawyer to defend their decision they 
have no chance of having this amendment 
enforced.   
 

Why must activists chain themselves to 
1,000 year old trees in Tasmania to save 
them from being logged... and be arrested 
for their effort?    
 

If I can’t manage to save a few old gums 
and native ground cover, given my 
evidence that it’s habitat for the endan-
gered brush tailed phascogale/sugar glider/
koala/owls, then we should all be worried 
about the future, especially those with 
children. 
 

Why must objectors do the work of the 
Council?  The job of Council is to scrutinise 
and meet all obligations to ensure Planning 
Permits meet all legal local, state and 
federal legislative requirements. Here’s just 
one instance –  the legal minimum to get a 
planning permit on land zoned “Farming" in 
Hepburn Shire is 20ha. Why was a 
planning permit granted on less than 1ha of 
farming zoned land nearby? What’s done is 
done, but Council can learn from their past 
discrepancies in applying legal regula-
tions… and take a consistent and 
progressive grip on future decisions.   
 

A little read on Saturday afternoon? Here’s 
The Saturday Paper's article on this very 
subject (Saturday10 September).   https://
www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/
share/14602/V1Mo7T2q  

By Margret Lockwood 

H epburn Shire Council’s 
recently adopted 121-page 
“Sustainable Hepburn 

Strategy 2022-2026” (SHS) should 
provide in its natural environment 
and biodiversity section guidance, to 
the issues raised in the July GDN. 
But it doesn’t –  yet. Implementation 
plans and budget are still on the 
drawing board. The SHS does 
propose from the Council Plan 2021
–25, “a Roadside Conservation 
Strategy”. The SHS also refers to 
partnerships and achievements 
including: “Extensive woody weed 
control along Wheatsheaf roadside” 
and “Oversight of CFA funded fuel 
reduction in Wheatsheaf.  
 

Given the wording of Janet Quilty’s 
August GDN article, the fuel 
reduction burn may have exceeded 
expectations. If the Hepburn Shire 
Council (HSC) Biodiversity Officer 
was not present during the 
community walk, it indicates that the 
requirements of his job are very 
demanding for one person 
undertaking the responsibilities of 
this part-time position. 
 

Bushfire Risk Mitigation  
The intensity of bushfires is in direct 
proportion to fuel load and weather 
conditions.  We cannot control the 
weather. Therefore, in addition to 
residents taking responsibility to 
clean up around their houses, 
prescribed/cool burns (in appropriate 
conditions so that they do not 
escape) are a good way of mitigating 
the risk of intense bushfires. 
 

Since colonisation, the park-like 
landscapes that the first European 
settlers admired, painted and 
recorded even as late as the survey 
maps of Victoria in the 1850s, were 
actually a result of land management 
practices of Indigenous people. 
When cultural burns were prevented, 
the local landscapes saw the growth 
of much denser vegetation with 
heavy build-up of fuel loads. 
 

Management of Roadside 

Vegetation 
As I found when I moved to Denver 
in the early 1990s, indigenous 
roadside vegetation along the 
Daylesford-Malmsbury Road is an 
important natural asset but it 
includes plenty of weeds:  hawthorn, 
radiata pine, blackberry, cape broom 
and gorse. These should be 
removed. At that time, landowners 
were responsible for roadside 
vegetation to the centre of the road. 
This is no longer the case. I 
removed the dense, weedy 
vegetation including blackberry and 
gorse on the north boundary of my 
property – the likely point of entry of 
fire on a 40C day with a hot north 
wind.  But I also obtained a Land for 
Wildlife classification. Over the last 
few years, some landowners along 
this major thoroughfare have chosen 
a suburban mown nature strip look. 
Others have left a lower storey of 
shrubs below mature indigenous 
trees. Currently residents of 
Holcombe Ward lack adequate 
guidance as to what is required.   
 

A complicating issue is that the 
roadside vegetation corridors that 
support the wildlife referred to by 
Galena Debney (GDN August) also 
makes kangaroos, wallabies, 
wombats and echidnas very difficult 
for passing motorists to spot and 
avoid, even if they are travelling at 
80 kmph or less (unlikely!). Further, 
most landowners with driveway 
entrances along the Daylesford-
Malmsbury Road where there is 
dense tree cover need visibility to 
avoid speeding or tail-gating traffic 
when they are entering or exiting. 
 

Where To from Here? 
The HSC Biodiversity officer could 
be asked to report to the GDN on 
the current status of a Roadside 
Conservation Strategy (and roadside 
weed management). The Hepburn 
G4W program mentors will soon be 
ready to assist local residents with 
increasing habitat for wildlife. There 
are five trained mentors in Glenlyon 
so let’s use them.   

All things, in moderation, and moderation in all things. 

https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/share/14602/V1Mo7T2q
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/share/14602/V1Mo7T2q
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/share/14602/V1Mo7T2q
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Central Highlands Goat Club: 
Neil Pearson 0490 083 954 

 

Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:  
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167  

Jody Wallace,  
Vice President 5348 4245  

 

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  

friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com   
 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon CFA:  

Russ Newton 5348 7895 

Juniors: Jess Newton 5348 7895 
 

Glenlyon Forest Group:  

Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 
  

Glenlyon Pony Club:  

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176  

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  

Joy Durston 5348 7542 
 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  

Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 
 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 

Joy Durston 5348 7542 
 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Rod Sewell 0448 476 499 
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com 

 

Glenlyon Village Market:  

Dan Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Hepburn Seeds Savers: 

Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com  

 

Riding for the Disabled:   

Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

LOCAL GROUP   

CONTACTS 
If you are member of a group 

that would like to be listed 
here contact Wendy  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

Glenlyon Weather Summary - August 2022 
By John Cable 

A  cool and wet month with Andrew Hitchman at Dairy Flat Road 
recording 171.5mm, giving a year-to-date (YTD) total of 730mm, 
closely followed by Murrell Osborne in Glenlyon who recorded 

175mm for YTD total of 723mm, while the author at Butlers Lane recorded 
165mm for a YTD total of 633mm.  
 

The BoM notes that a negative Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) has intensified 
and La Niña conditions will continue over the next three months. All climate 
models agree that the negative IOD conditions will continue and that much 
of Australia can expect above-average spring rain.  
 

Murrell noted that rain was recorded on 60 percent of the days during 
winter and it looks like the gumboot weather will continue during spring.   

Bund S Ratt 

COMING UP 
 

Sunday 25 September 
“Pollinator Corridors” and Landcare AGM 

Hall 9.30am 
 

Thursday 29 September  
Dinner on the Deck 

 

Monday 3 October 
Glenlyon Progress Assoc Meeting 

Hall 8.00 pm 

 

Saturday 15 October 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Hall 9.am 1.00pm 

 

Sat 5 and Sun 6 November 
Community Garage Sales 

Wheatsheaf 

ONGOING  
 

 1st MONDAY of even months 
Glenlyon Progress Association  

Hall 8pm 
 

Last  THURSDAY each month 
Dinner on the Deck,   

Hall 7pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Glenlyon Village Market  

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SUNDAY each month  
Pony Club Rally,  
Glenlyon Reserve 

To quote Lord Justice Sedley in a famous High 
Court judgment in 1999: Freedom of speech 
includes not only the inoffensive but the irritating, 
the contentious, the eccentric, the heretical, the 
unwelcome and the provocative, provided it does 
not tend to provoke violence. 

Being a philosophical rat, I ask, is it 
the free speech that provokes 
violence, or the reaction to it – or is it 
the reaction to the reaction? 

mailto:friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
mailto:glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
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ART: 
Malleeart – Expert Picture Framing.  
George Jackson: 5348 7780 

BRICKLAYER: 
Shane Moiler – Quality brickwork,  
no job too small or too large.  
Free quote: 5348 7663, 0407 870 315 

ELECTRICIAN: 
Jamie Grant – Residential, commercial and Powercor 
authorised contractor.   
0434 357 882 

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar Door, 
Regional Platters and Function Space available for Wed-
dings, Commitment Ceremonies and Special Occasions. 
Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.  
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

PILATES: 
Glenlyon Pilates – Develop your strength and fitness using 
studio based pilates equipment. Personalised sessions with 
an experienced pilates teacher of 10 years with a diverse 
background in clinical rehabilitation and exercise science. 
Contact Ilena 0439 360 619  
holisticmovementtherapy@gmail.com 

EXCAVATION: 
Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t Excavator. Landscaping, trenching, 
stump and post holes, retaining walls and small driveways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

FARM MAINTENANCE: 
Bohdan Evans of Catherine Farm – Grass slashing Rural 
fencing 
Ph: 0423 814 393 Email: bohdanevans@gmail.com  
Facebook: @Catherinefarmglenlyon 
 

Steve Schellekens – Need Farm Maintenance?  

Rural Fencing or Grass Slashing. 

Contact Steve 0408 324 491 sschellekens@bigpond.com 

PLUMBER: 
T Hughes Plumbing – All domestic and commercial 
plumbing and gas fitting. Air conditioning, heater inspection, 
roof plumbing.  
Free quotes ring Toby 0439 616 343 
 

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked drain 
specialist.  
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree 
climber. Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. 
Chipping and stump grinding.  
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015  
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

B & B Rental: 
Glenlyon Country Cottage – Self-contained furnished one
-bedroom cottage with superb views over Loddon Valley. 
Queen size bedroom, light and comfortable living room and 
kitchen, new bathroom. Air conditioner.  
Single nights $120. Longer stays by negotiation.  
Robert:  tel/sms 0418 109 272 

CARPENTER/BUILDER:  
Tinetti Constructions –  
Damian Tinetti – Fully Licensed domestic and commercial 
builder with over 20 years carpentry experience.  
For a free quote call Damian 0448  001 119 

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional Counselling 
Strength Centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442 

Local businesses: 
 List your services here  

for $10.00 per month and target the local market through a circulation of over 600.  
Contact Wendy on 5348 7792 email glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

BIKE REPAIRS: 
The Bike Space – bicycle repairs, upcycled bike sales  
and mountain biking skills coaching service for Glenlyon 
and surrounding areas. 
Contact Eric 0407 819 677 

GARDENING:  
Diego's Gardening and Chainsawing Services – 
Chain sawing and wood splitting. Lawn mowing, 
brushcutting/whipper snipping. Garden Maintenance 
Contact Diego 0410 359 686 diegojogha@gmail.com  

ART THERAPY: 
Figure It Life Drawing – art therapy services to support 
well-being and mental health. By appointment in Glenlyon, 
Daylesford and surrounds.  
Contact Isabelle 0405 565 759 www.figureitlifedrawing.com 

mailto:holisticmovementtherapy@gmail.com
mailto:bohdanevans@gmail.com
mailto:sschellekens@bigpond.com
mailto:diegojogha@gmail.com
http://www.figureitlifedrawing.com/

