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Issue No  268 

June 2024 

Winter Solstice 

Covering Coomoora, Denver, Drummond, Glenlyon, Porcupine Ridge and Wheatsheaf 

Established 2001        Member CNAV 

Glenlyon District News is your community newsletter. If you have something to say or information you 

would like to share, contact the editor at glenlyonnews@gmail.com  Deadline for copy :10th of each month 

W inter Solstice is the time of 
year when the daylight makes 
its briefest appearance during 

the day and nights are at their longest. 
It has been celebrated by cultures for 
centuries as a time for renewal. In the 
Northern Hemisphere, this time, which 
falls in December, was appropriated by 
the Christian church to become 
Christmas. Here in the Southern 

Hemisphere the shortest day falls in June 
and it is merely cold. 
 

Come and help us celebrate Winter Solstice 
at Glenlyon Hall on Saturday 22 June. We 
will be borrowing some traditions from our 
northern roots, and adding a few of our own. 
 

In previous years we celebrated with a 
bonfire at the Glenlyon Dam, but this year 
we will repeat last year’s move of the event 

to the Hall to make logistics 
easier and as a precaution 
against inclement weather. 
 

Starting from 5pm there will 
be braziers to represent fire 
and keep warm; there will be 
mulled wine and non alcoholic 

spiced apple drink; lots of food in the form of 
roast potatoes, the ubiquitous BBQ sausage, 
marshmallows for children to toast.  
 

The Glenlyon Ukulele Team 
will make an appearance to 
entertain at 6pm. 
 

We are pleased to tell you that 
we are adding the extra warmth 
of gas heaters and more 
lighting thanks to the 
Community Resilience 
Program fund from the State of 
Victoria through Emergency 
Recovery Victoria’s grant 
program. These assets will be 

available if needed for the community 
in times of emergency recovery. 
 

Winter Solstice is a GPA sponsored 
event to promote a stronger, more 
resilient community. 
 

 

Winter Solstice  
family celebration  

Glenlyon Hall 
Saturday 22 June  

from 5pm 
Everyone is invited! 
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Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue   
             0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

G lenlyon Hall is available for hire. 
For information contact Hall Booking 
officer Charles Prebeg 

hire@glenlyon.vic.au   cprebeg@yahoo.com.au  

For the latest information on all community events 
contact Joy Durston 0418 312 935 

events@glenlyon.vic.au    
  

GPA members will regularly be informed of events via 
email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another 
edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community 
information publication under the auspices of the 
Glenlyon Progress Association.  
 

The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or 
Glenlyon Progress Association.   
 

Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to 
the Editor are encouraged.  
 

We continue to welcome suggestions 
and ideas from you.  
 

Contact the editor by  
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com  
or telephone 5348 7792. 

Hall Hire Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2024 

Glenlyon District News  
The original and only not-for-profit community publication 

serving Glenlyon district since 2001  

Are you getting your copy every month? 
From June 2023 The Glenlyon  District News will no 

longer be delivered free to mailboxes. To receive GDN 
each month by email direct to your inbox let us know at  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com   
GDN is also available online at www.glenlyon.vic.au 

A limited number of copies will still be available at 
Glenlyon Hall and at Darryl Wilson Optometrists, 75 

Vincent Street, Daylesford 

Dog walkers are requested to keep their 
dog on a leash at the Reserve.  
 

Please note that the Glenlyon Recreation 
Reserve will be closed to the public on days 
when Pony Club or horse events are taking 
place. 
   

          June      15 Adult Riders 
         16 Pony Club 
 July       13 Adult Riders 
        14 Pony Club 
 Aug      17 Adult Riders 
        18 Pony Club 
 Sept       15 Pony Club 
   21 Adult Riders 
 Oct        19 Adult Riders 
        20 Pony Club 
 Nov       16 Adult Riders 
        17 Pony Club 
 Dec  6-9 Swap Meet/Antique Fair  
 
 

Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

Council Meetings 2024 
Hepburn Shire Council meetings are held on the third 

Tuesday of each month starting at 5:30pm. 

T he timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s 
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au  

Meetings will be live streamed via Council’s Facebook 
page. 
Next meetings:      
Tuesday 18 June 
Tuesday 16 July 
Tuesday 20 August 
Tuesday 19 September 
Tuesday 19 December (Location TBC) 

We are not what we know, but what we are 

willing to learn. 

mailto:cprebeg@yahoo.com.au
mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au
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Briefly 
 

Dinner on the Deck   

S pecial guest for 27 June will be Gavin Kelly, Operations Officer Emergency Management 
for VICSES West Region Ballarat Unit Support Team, who will be discussing the support the 

VICSES provides during emergency events as well as how to be better prepared for future events. 
 

CFA Glenlyon Brigade Annual Dinner  

S aturday 31 August has been confirmed as the date for Glenlyon Brigade Annual 
Dinner and Presentation of Medals. The venue this year will again be our lovely warm 

Glenlyon Hall. Catering will be by Spade to Blade.  
All Brigade members and their families are invited to attend and community members are 
welcome to come meet with our local volunteer brigade. 
For information or to book please contact Jess Newton 5348 7895 or 0423 232 093. 
 

Dogs Restricted at Reserve 

G lenlyon Recreation Reserve Committee of Management, under Hepburn Shire 
Council, has put in place a policy of no dogs at the Reserve on days when the 

Reserve is booked. This applies particularly to days when horse events, such as Riding 
for Disabled, Pony Club or Adult Riders, are present. The walking track and the play-
ground will remain open. At all times dogs are to be kept on a leash and under control for 
safety reasons. Relevant regulations can be found on the Council website: https://
www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/Residents/Animals/Responsible-pet-ownership  
 

Refresh CPR skills 

A mbulance Vic will be holding a CPR and defibrillator demonstration at the Glenlyon 
Village Market on Saturday 20 July. The workshop and demonstration is an initiative 

of GPA as part of the Resilient Communities Project funded by State of Victoria through 
Emergency Recovery Victoria’s grant program.  
 

Proposed  Changes to Electoral Boundaries  

P roposed changes to Federal electoral boundaries, if carried out as suggested, will 
affect Glenlyon area by dividing it between two electoral districts.  

The Electoral Commission website advises: 
“Enrolment in the current Division of Ballarat on Monday 17 April 2028 is projected to be 
124,120 electors, which is within the numerical requirements of the Electoral Act. The 
Division of Ballarat can therefore gain up to 7,571 electors from other electoral divisions, 
or transfer up to 1,335 electors to other electoral divisions, and remain within the 
permissible range for the maximum and minimum number of electors in an electoral 
division at the projection time.  
Enrolment in the current Division of Bendigo on Monday 17 April 2028 is projected to be 
121,056 electors, which is less than the minimum number of projected electors required 
by the Electoral Act. The Division of Bendigo must therefore gain at least 1,729 electors, 
or up to 10,635 electors, for it to fall within the permissible range for the maximum and 
minimum number of electors in an electoral division at the projection time.”  
Suggestions propose the Division of Ballarat retain all of Hepburn Shire Council, or the 
Division of Bendigo gain all or part of the Hepburn Shire Council. However, the Redistribu-
tion Committee also recognises the requirement for the Division of Bendigo to gain 
electors and proposes that part of the Hepburn Shire Council be transferred to the Division 
of Bendigo. It proposes transfer of 926 projected electors from the Hepburn Shire Council, 
including Clydesdale, Drummond, Drummond North, Franklinford, Guildford, Malmsbury, 
Porcupine Ridge, Sandon, Strangways, Taradale, Tarilta and Yandoit, and part of the 
localities of Dry Diggings and Glenlyon, to the proposed Division of Bendigo. Suggested 
boundaries include sections of Daylesford-Malmsbury Road, Daylesford-Newstead Road, 
Green Gully Road, the Midland Highway and the Loddon River.  
Individuals and organisations are now able to submit feedback to the Redistribution 
Committee’s proposed divisions. Written objections can agree or disagree with any aspect 
of the proposal. They must be lodged no later than 6pm AEST on Friday 28 June 2024. 
The best way to submit feedback is online: https://formupload.aec.gov.au/Form?
FormId=vicRedisUpload but it can also be submitted via: email: FedRedistribution-
VIC@aec.gov.au Post Australian Electoral Commission (Attn: Victorian Redistribution 
Secretariat), Locked Bag 4007, Canberra ACT 2601,  Fax: (02) 6215 9970 or in person: 
Level 6, 150 Lonsdale St, Melbourne (please call 03 9968 5731 in advance) 

T his is the time of year 
when the sun doesn’t 

want to get out of bed, and the 
fire needs a blanket to keep it 
warm.  
 

While some things, like longer 
nights, don’t change, other 
things have changed a lot. 
Harold was finding that 
chopping wood was getting to 
be a struggle, so we now have 
a reverse-cycle air conditioner. 
I miss the cosiness of an open 
fire and the nights when Harold 
and I would relax with a bottle 
of local wine and listen to 
music or play cards. Bruce 
would sprawl out on the rug, 
warming her belly and making 
little wuffy noises, her paws 
and whiskers twitching as she 
dreamed of rabbits. Now, our 
cats, Sooty and Earnest, don’t 
quite understand where they 
should curl up. They wait for us 
to turn on the electric blanket, 
then beat us to bed.  
 

We don’t seem to play cards 
much any more either, being 
more likely to spend time on 
computers: me trying to catch 
up with family on mine while 
avoiding being scammed, and 
Harold looking up God-knows-
what on his.  
 

The days of reading newspa-
pers is largely gone, too. 
These days the news comes at 
us via a variety of electronic 
media or in glorious gory 
colour on TV. I sometimes 
wonder what living in a country 
where the news is strictly 
censored would be like. Is 
ignorance really bliss, and 
what is the true cost of 
freedom? 
 

Although we are more 
connected with the world, it is 
at the expense of family 
intimacy. Yes, things have 
changed, but not always for the 
better.  
 

I wonder where I put that pack 
of cards? 

Alice 

Rambling from the  

Bramble Patch 

mailto:FedRedistribution-VIC@aec.gov.au
mailto:FedRedistribution-VIC@aec.gov.au
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Denise’s Garden 

Bund S Ratt 

That’s Progress 
By Wendy McKillop 

G lenlyon Progress Association held its bi-monthly 
Members General Meeting at the Hall on Monday 3 
June at 8pm. 

Three new members were welcomed. 
As part of the Community Resilience Project, a CPR 
workshop will be held by Ambulance Vic at the Market in 
July. Use of the defibrillator will be covered. One of these is 
held at the Hall in the passageway near the front door. 
 

Winter Solstice will be celebrated at the Hall this year on 
Saturday 22 June starting at 5pm. This is a family event held 
by GPA for the community.  
 

On Thursday, 27 June, Dinner on the Deck special guest will 
be Gavin Kelly, Operations Officer Emergency Management for the 
VicSES West Region Ballarat Unit Support Team. He will be 
discussing the support the VicSES provides during emergency 
events as well as how to be better prepared for future events. 
 

In order to improve the acoustics in the Hall, an application 
for a grant for free-standing mobile acoustic panels has been 
submitted. More information is also being sought regarding 
fixed panels for the ceiling. 
 

On behalf of CFA, Andrew reported on the Smoke Alarm 
Project. This program is to check the condition of existing 
smoke alarms provide at-risk residents with extra free smoke 

alarms. For more information, or if you know 
someone who will benefit from this program, 
contact Andrew on 5348 7792.  
 

The Brigade Dinner and Presentation of Medals will be held 
on Saturday 31 August. Members of the community are 
welcome to come and get to know your local brigade.  
 

Landcare reported that the Pollinator Garden has been 
planted out at the Morton Street entrance to the Biolink. More 
planting is planned for spring. 
 

The Recreation Reserve Committee has applied to Council to 
have dogs banned at the Reserve on days when Pony Club 
and Adult Riders are present. The walking track and 
playground area will still be open, however owners are 
reminded that dogs must be kept on leash and under control 
at all times. 
 

Cr Juliet Simpson reported to the meeting that the Council 
Budget has been passed. She encouraged everyone to have 
a look at it on the council website:  https://
participate.hepburn.vic.gov.au/draft-budget The budget 
indicates a large funding gap. Council will be working on a 
long-term plan to address this in July for consideration in 
September. The Structure Plan is also on the website. 
Comments and questions about planning issues are to be 
directed to CEO Bradley Thomas. 

by Denise Smith 

J ust on a year ago, we noticed something amiss with our 
beautiful white daphne. It was in bud, but became 
droopy, and we found that it had been undermined by 

rats. We cut it back and hoped, to no avail. It failed to 
reshoot. When we finally gave up, and reluctantly dug it out, 
there were no roots left at all. Sadly, it went to the compost 
after twenty years of life. Strangely enough, a pink daphne 
right next to it is fine. Maybe the rats found the white one 
more tasteful… or tasty . 
 

The camellia hedge has been flowering for a while now, and 
is a picture. We think that it is ‘Plantation Pink’, which is 
recommended for hedging, and rightly so. The hedge is 
about 20 metres long, a couple of metres high, and is alive 
with bees and small birds attracted by the beautiful pale pink 
flowers. When we are feeling pretentious (moi?) we refer to 
the ‘camellia walk’. 
 

The mahonia is also in full flower and the New Holland 
honeyeaters are dividing their time between it and the 

camellias. Snowdrops are sticking up little green noses and 
early jonquils have buds coming. It’s amazing how quickly 
the garden changes gear.  
 

Nearly all the leaves are now down. When the wind blows it’s 
been like a snowstorm. Saw a pair of spotted pardalotes 
checking out the liner of a hanging basket. Surely they can’t 
be thinking of nesting at this time of the year? 
 

The sun is so low in the sky that the 
sunlight is coming in at angles, 
exposing the spider webs that have 
evaded the attention of the cleaner. 
He says that he will try to do better. 
 

Many thanks to the kind readers who 
took pity on our tragic pomegranate-
less situation, and offered to let us 
raid their laden tree, which we did. 
The juice was delicious. 

Future options for Daylesford Town Hall 
Council has begun a project to assess the feasibility of maximising the community use of the Town Hall 
site, with an option to consolidate and upgrade the building so it could become more of a community 
hub. The site includes the town hall, office accommodation and Senior Citizens' room (not the 
Daylesford pool). 
The investigation would assess whether Daylesford Town Hall could be refurbished to include a library 
along with multi-purpose community spaces to cater for meetings, functions, performances and events. 
Such a project would require many stages. These include (but are not limited to) architectural advice on 
the suitability of the site, community input, feasibility designs, concept designs, detailed designs and of 
course, funding. 
https://participate.hepburn.vic.gov.au/daylesford-facilities  

Will this be The 
Rex Mark II? 
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Learning About Chainsaws 

By Wendy McKillop 

T en keen locals took part in a workshop to learn about 
chainsaw use and maintenance at the Glenlyon Hall 
on Saturday 18 May. The workshop was an initiative 

led by the Glenlyon Progress 
Association as part of the Community 
Resilience Program funded from the 
State of Victoria through Emergency 
Recovery Victoria’s grant program.  
Ceilidh Meo who, together with her 
husband, runs an olive farm, took us 
through the finer points of mainte-
nance and operation of both petrol 
and electric chainsaws. 
 

After demonstrating how to clean a 
chainsaw, sharpen and tighten the 
chain, Ceilidh instructed us about 
the correct way to cut a log so that 
it won’t pinch the bar and get the 

chain stuck. 
One useful tip was about the petrol to oil fuel mix. Chainsaw 
mix is 50:1, regardless of brand or engine size, however this 
is leaner than line trimmer fuel (usually 25:1). This means 

don’t put your whipper snipper fuel in 
the chainsaw! Ceilidh suggested that a 
good compromise for both machines is 
32:1. 
 

Ceilidh hosts an online workshop Safe 
Use and Maintenance of Chainsaws for 
Absolute Beginners. If you wish to 
purchase lifetime access to the full 
course (1.5hrs divided into nine videos) 
for only $49 email Ceilidh Meo: 
ceilidh@apulia-grove.com.au 
 

Thank you to Gaynor Atkin for 
organising this informative workshop. 
Look for more upcoming events to 
support community resilience. 

GPA president, Krystyna Croft, gets some advice about 
her chainsaw from Ceilidh Meo 

Postsensual Aesthetics  
By Ryan Kennedy 

W hat on earth does that mean? Sounds like some 
fancy academic term pontificated by intellectuals with 
enough time and money for food to be thought. As a 

contemporary arts and cultural association Radical Fieldz 
finds itself within the current period of art that includes, what 
by some being called Postsensual Aesthetics (see James 
Voorhies’ - Postsensual Aesthetics - On The Logic of the 
Curatorial). 
 

This theoretical framework does not mean art is 
moving beyond a sensual aesthetic experience, i.e., 
the feeling one gets from viewing a painting. 
However, it embraces the cognitive experience that 
has become an undeniable aspect of how we 
experience ‘art’. In more relative terms this new 
way of art comes with, and is often created with, a 
‘story’. It is human curiosity that we want to know 
how the artist did it, what does it mean, when was it 
made, how did it come to exist, who helped create 
the work and is it even art; the answers to these 
questions help define how we experience art as 
much as the joy we get from viewing it. This new 
type of art acknowledges these, and other, 
questions and incorporates them into the process of creating 
and exhibiting.   
 

Take for example Claire Pentecost’s work, soil-erg , for 
dOCUMENTA(13) one of the world's largest art exhibitions. 
Claire’s work engaged scientists, farmers and communities in 
the soil-poor landscapes of Kenya to create regenerative 
vertical columns of soil and seed. Audiences encountered 
these columns at the exhibition in Germany; however, this 
alone was not the only point of experience. The work 
encompassed the time of the peoples working together to 
create the regenerative ‘sculptures’, documentation of the 
process, multiple exhibitions, books, talks and of course their 
intended purpose to generate fertile soil in parts of Kenya.  
 

Artists now engage with a variety of other disciplines 
including agriculture, science, sport and well-being to create 

art works that encompass the full range of activities we 
encounter when experiencing art. Art becomes a sharing of 
process, ideas, knowledge and memory that goes beyond the 
boundaries of artist, object and audience, entering our lives in 
a variety of ways including reading, dialogue and creative 
participation. Here is where Radical Fieldz finds itself, here to 
facilitate the artist in everyone through fun and creative 
happenings. 
 

Radical Fieldz takes a playful and socially 
engaged approach to this creative process 
through our monthly meet-ups. When you join 
us for these creative happenings you can expect 
to engage with your imagination, express your 
interests, curiosity, knowledge and story while 
collaboratively creating a work of art.  
 

Saturday 15 June 10am at the Glenlyon Village 
Market Radical Fieldz will be facilitating a series 
of playful exercises around the topic of 
storytelling. We invite you to join us as we share 
experiences, brainstorm some potential works 
and have some fun creating stories from local 
historical narratives, everyday objects and 
photographs. 

 

For example a mailbox or inbox, a classic story teller. The 
mailbox or inbox not only tells a story about its owner, it also 
is a place to receive stories/letters from our family and friends 
as well as the broader community and the world at large. 
What stories would the Glenlyon Community Mailbox hold? 
Can we create tales from the past, express our desires for 
the future or observe the current state of the people and 
place that is Glenlyon and its neighbours.  
 

Everyone is welcome to come along. Bring your favourite 
book, an object from the house that tells a story or bring a 
friend with shared history but most importantly bring your 
sense of play and imagination. Together we can play and 
create stories of our own, of our community and our culture 
that enrich our lives, find nuance and help us better 
understand the people and place in which we live. 
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Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:  
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167  

Jody Wallace,  
Vice President 5348 4245  

 

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  

friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com   
 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon CFA:  

 Russ Newton 0400 632 479 

Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093 
 

Wombat Forestcare 

Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 
  

Glenlyon Pony Club:  

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176  

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  

Joy Durston 0418 312 935 
 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  

Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 
 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 

Joy Durston 0418 312 935  
 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169 

glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com 

www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au   
 

Glenlyon Village Market:  

Dan Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Hepburn Seeds Savers: 

Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com  

 

Riding for the Disabled:   

Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

 
5 July          Limbo Arthouse/comedyUK 2021 
2 August     Being There USA 1979 
6 September The Untouchables comedy/ 
    drama France 2011 (sub-titles) 
 

Soup and bread at 6.15pm 
                 Film commences at 7.15pm 

LOCAL GROUP   

CONTACTS 
If you are member of a group 

that would like to be listed 
here contact Wendy  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

Glenlyon Weather Summary 

- June 2024 
Edward Benedict, like many Glenlyon 
residents, has flown north for the 
winter. He will fill us in on the rainfall on 
his return. 
 

Program 

Forest Film Society 3461 
Season Five 

March to September 2024 

For more information or to join email 
forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com  

COMING UP 
 

Saturday 22 June  
Winter Solstice 

Hall 5.00pm 
 

Thursday 27June  
Dinner on the Deck 

Hall  

 

Friday 5 July 
Forest Film Society 

Hall 7.30pm 
 

Saturday 20 July 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Hall 9.00am -1.00pm 
 

Monday 5 August 
Glenlyon Progress Assoc Meeting  

and AGM 
Hall 8.00pm 

 

Saturday 31 August 
Glenlyon Brigade Dinner 

Hall  

ONGOING  
 

 1st MONDAY of even months 
Glenlyon Progress Association  

Hall 8pm 
 

Last  THURSDAY each month 
Dinner on the Deck,   

Hall 7pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Glenlyon Village Market  

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Radical Fieldz Community Art 

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SUNDAY each month  
Pony Club Rally,  
Glenlyon Reserve  

mailto:friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
mailto:glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
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BRICKLAYER: 
Shane Moiler – Quality brickwork,  
no job too small or too large.  
Free quote: 5348 7663, 0407 870 315 

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event 
Space –189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. 
Cellar door, regional platters and function space available 
for weddings, commitment ceremonies and special 
occasions. Open weekends, public holidays or by 
appointment.  
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

PLUMBER: 
Hepburn Septics & Plumbing - Septic/treatment plant 
installations, 
general maintenance, drainage, drain cleaning.  
Contact Liam 0488 039 994  
 

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked 
drain specialist.  
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree 
climber. Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. 
Chipping and stump grinding.  
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015  
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

LOCAL BUSINESS  

DIRECTORY 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional counselling. 
Strength centred counselling services for families, 
children, young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ 
welcome. Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442 

Forestcare Still Fighting  

for the Wombat 

GARDENING:  
Diego's Gardening and Chainsawing Services – 
Chainsawing and wood splitting. Lawn mowing, 
brushcutting/whipper snipping. Garden maintenance. 
Contact Diego 0410 359 686 diegojogha@gmail.com  

FARM MAINTENANCE: 

Steve Schellekens – Need Farm Maintenance? Rural 
Fencing or Grass Slashing. 

Contact Steve 0408 324 491 sschellekens@bigpond.com 

EXCAVATION: Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t excavator. 
Landscaping, trenching, stump and post holes, retaining 
walls and small driveways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

By Gayle Osborne, Wombat Forestcare 

W e were delighted to be informed that the legislation 
for the Wombat-Lerderderg National Park and the 
Mt Buangor National Park will be presented to 

parliament later this year. However, it turns out that the 
legislation is only for the national park and not the regional 
and conservation parks. This means that only 24,000 
hectares of the Wombat Forest will be protected. Twenty-
one thousand hectares that was meant to be protected as 
regional and conservation parks will remain state forests 
and will continue to be managed for their resources, such as 
salvage works for commercial firewood. 
 

It is three years since the government promised in 
parliament to accept most of the recommendations of the 
VEAC investigation. The government chose not to accept 
the recommendation for 4,855 hectares west of the 
Daylesford-Ballan Road as part of the national park and 
undertook to make this area a regional park. 
We can only assume that the government wants to continue 
to salvage our timber for commercial firewood. We 
understand that trucks have delivered salvaged timber to 
firewood yards in Benalla, Mansfield and Warrigal, and we 
have been told that there is a firewood shortage throughout 
rural Victoria. We have been provided with the timber 
harvesting figures for this current year. 
 

It is incredibly disappointing that the Department of the 
Environment has no interest in protecting our biodiversity. 
Nearly 8,000 cu metres of logs that were potential habitat for 
fungi, mosses, insects, small mammals and reptiles and 
also as they rotted would have soaked up moisture and 
reduced the fire risk, have left our forest. New saplings have 
been squashed, tracks widened and the landscape 
compacted. This does not include salvage prior to 1 July 
2023. The DEECA website states that the works will 
continue until 2026. 
 

In about 2013, I accompanied Nick Roberts (VNPA) to a 
meeting with Joanne Duncan who was at that time member 
for Gisborne. Nick explained that it was not possible to keep 
extracting firewood from state forests and that there needed 
to be a transition to plantations. He said the while there was 
free firewood collection for locals and low revenue from 
commercial firewood businesses, that there would not be a 
viable plantation industry as no-one could make a profit from 
competing with the existing regime. 
 

It is obvious that the Wombat Forest is paying the price for 
the short-sightedness of government. We will continue to 
fight for all the VEAC recommendations to be legislated. 
 
 

Wombat Forestcare Inc. is dedicated to preserving the biodiversity and amenity 
of the Wombat State Forest, Central Victoria, Australia, by utilising the skills and 
resources of the community. 
By becoming a member you will have input into our activities and projects, and 
give support to caring for our forests. 
 

For memberships and further information contact Gayle Osborne, (03) 5348 7558 
or  
email info@wombatforestcare.org.au 

Membership fees: $15 single and $20 family. Visit our website - 
www.wombatforestcare.org.au 

mailto:diegojogha@gmail.com
mailto:sschellekens@bigpond.com
mailto:info@wombatforestcare.org.au

