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The first day of September is Wattle Day.  
Long before Australia Day was introduced as being 26 January, Wattle Day was celebrated 
as a national day on 1 September. Is there anything more Australian, or more uplifting than 
those first cheerful yellow blooms of our national flower? 
Celebrate Australia, the end of winter and the beginning of spring by decorating your gate, 
letterbox or front fence with wattle. This year, how about wearing a sprig of wattle! 

By Margret Lockwood 

A fter the renovations to the Hall, about five years ago, 
the Hepburn Shire Council planted the maples on the 
north side of the Hall. Joy Durston and I thought that 

for ease of mowing and maintenance we needed to create a 
strip of garden there. We also thought that the south side of 
the Hall is the perfect spot for camellias, with slightly acid soil 
and a southerly aspect. We borrowed a Plant Mark Nurseries 
wholesale card from a GPA member and went on an 
excursion to Melbourne to buy 
grevilleas for the north garden 
bed and camellias for the south 
garden bed. We wanted 
something different from the 
common, run-of-the-mill  pink or 
white camellias. We received 
some criticism that they were 
too close together, would 
struggle in the shade etc. 
Various working bees kept both 
beds weeded and topped up 
with mulch. Last year the 
camellias began to flower and 
this year there were many more 
flowers. By June’s community 
dinner I was able to pick quite a 
few to decorate the tables. 
Many of the diners admired and 
enjoyed the camellias.  
 

In the meantime, The Dayles-
ford & District Agricultural 
Society, Daylesford & District 
Horticultural Society, The Friends of Wombat Hill Botanic 
Gardens, Hepburn U3A and The Convent Daylesford formed 
a partnership to apply for a grant to implement events for the 
150

th
 anniversary of the botanic gardens. It was supported by 

the Hepburn Shire Council and the Daylesford & District 
Community Bank. A Flower Show, titled Winter in the 

Gardens with free entry was to be held at the conservatory in 
the botanic gardens. As a member of the D&D Hortis, I was 
encouraged to enter, so I thought I should support the event 
by entering some hellebores from my garden. The camellias 
were admired by Glenlyon people, so I asked permission of 
the GPA Committee of Management to enter camellias in 
their name. I thought that the camellias deserved being put 
on display for people’s enjoyment and to show that  the GPA 
is proud of the hall and garden. 
 

I had never entered a flower 
show. Not knowing exactly 
how to display them, I put 
the camellias in my roasting 
pan in water in the fridge 
overnight. I left most in that 
container and chose the 
best for the single stem of 
camellias category, ‘any 
other colour’ and put it in a 
milk bottle.   
 

The flower show was 
extremely well attended. It 
was still buzzing at 3pm 
when I turned up to pick up 
my hellebores 
(unsuccessful) and mainly to 
retrieve my roasting pan. I 
was very pleased to see that 
the GPA had won two prizes 
and a rosette. Both the 
single stem and ‘any bowl of 
camellias’ won first prize and 

the bowl ended up with the rosette for the best camellias. 
GPA acknowledges and thanks the volunteers from all the 
above-mentioned organisations for their initiative and hard 
work in creating such an excellent weekend. 
 
 

Glenlyon’s Prizewinning Camellias 
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Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue   
             0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

G lenlyon Hall is available for hire. 
For information contact Hall Booking 
officer Charles Prebeg 

hire@glenlyon.vic.au   
cprebeg@yahoo.com.au  

For the latest information on all community events 
contact events@glenlyon.vic.au    
  

GPA members will regularly be informed of events via 
email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another 
edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community 
information publication under the auspices of the 
Glenlyon Progress Association.  
 

The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or 
Glenlyon Progress Association.   
 

Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to 
the Editor are encouraged.  
 

We continue to welcome suggestions 
and ideas from you.  
 

Contact the editor by  
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com  
or telephone 5348 7792. 

Hall Hire Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2024 

Glenlyon District News  
The original and only not-for-profit community publication 

serving Glenlyon district since 2001  

Are you getting your copy every month? 
From June 2023 The Glenlyon  District News will no 

longer be delivered free to mailboxes. To receive GDN 
each month by email direct to your inbox let us know at  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com   
GDN is also available online at www.glenlyon.vic.au 

A limited number of copies will still be available at 
Glenlyon Hall and at Darryl Wilson Optometrists, 75 

Vincent Street, Daylesford 

Dog walkers are requested to keep their dog on a 
leash at the Reserve.  
 

Please note that the Glenlyon Recreation 
Reserve will be closed to the public on days 
when Pony Club or horse events are taking 
place.   
 Aug      17Adult Riders 
        18 Pony Club 
 Sept       15 Pony Club 
   21 Adult Riders 
 Oct        19 Adult Riders 
        20 Pony Club 
 Nov       16 Adult Riders 
        17 Pony Club 
 Dec  6-9 Swap Meet/Antique Fair  
 

Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

Council Meetings 2024 
Hepburn Shire Council meetings are held on the third 

Tuesday of each month starting at 5:30pm. 

T he timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s 
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au  

Meetings will be live streamed via Council’s Face-
book page. 
Tuesday 20 August 
Monday 16 September 
Tuesday 19 December (Location TBC) 
Special Meetings: 
Township Structure Plans and Rural Hepburn Strategy,  
Tuesday 3 September 2024 - 2:00pm (Virtual) 
Financial Vision,  
Tuesday 10 September 2024 - 2:00pm (Virtual) 

A smart man makes a mistake, learns 
from it, and never makes that mistake 
again. But a wise man finds a smart 

man and learns from him how to avoid 
the mistake altogether. 

Roy H. Williams 

mailto:cprebeg@yahoo.com.au
mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au
https://allauthor.com/quotes/author/roy-h--williams/
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Briefly 
 

 

Happy Birthday Geoff Palmer 

W ishing long-time Glenlyon resident Geoff Palmer a happy 90th birthday. 
Geoff has been a regular contributor to GDN and specialises in the history of 

the area.  He is a history buff and spent many hours, before the internet, in 
libraries around the world researching his wife 
Jean's family history and his own. Geoff has family 
links to the British East India Company and his 
published book "Heroes or Villains?", written from 
family letters and other research, is in the British 
Library in London. 
Geoff didn't spend all his time in libraries.  He 
worked in Western Australia in the 1960s when it 
was a rough and ready place and tells some great 
stories. He was also a drummer in a jazz band.   
Four generations of Geoff's extended family and 
some locals helped him celebrate the big day at the 
Swiss Mountain Inn. 
Many Happy returns Geoff 

 

Wheatsheaf Community Garage Sale 

T he Wheatsheaf Community Garage Sale is on again this year. It will be 
happening on the weekend of the 9/10 November. It is organised by the 

Woodduck Fireguard Group and helps to raise funds for our local Glenlyon CFA. It 
is open to residents of Wheatsheaf, with the sales taking place at the homes of 
each of the participants. So start clearing out garages, sheds and spare rooms 
and get ready to take part. For more information about the event contact Janet 
Quilty 0419 134 136. 
 

Community Garden 

M argret Lockwood reminds anyone who visits the Glenlyon Hall from now on, 
apart from picking up free packets of veggie seeds, that they would be very 

welcome to pluck any weeds that they might spot. We have a strip of veggie 
garden with strawberries, garlic, lettuce and silverbeet  and passionfruit vines, plus 
the wicking beds (dedicated to Murrell Osborne) with herbs, broccoli and other 
winter growing vegetables doing well. Thank you, Dan Harris, for all your work 
carting goat manure and straw, and planting the veggies. Our aim for the future is 
that the community dinners will be supplemented with produce from the garden. 
 

House Concert Music 

T he White Room presents Gretta Ziller, an amazing classically trained 
musician who covers multiple genres of music from County to Americana to 

Folk. Sunday 15 September 2.30pm $30. 
Seating is limited so bookings are essential. Click this link for further details and to 
purchase tickets directly. https://events.humanitix.com/the-white-room-gretta-ziller 
Or email Bronwyn on bronwynrowbotham@gmail.com or call on 0409 400 281 for 
more information or to be added to my mailing list. 
Come and spend a lovely afternoon of music, wine, food and friends. Meet some 
of your neighbours and make some new friends! 
These concerts are held in my loungeroom at 31 Morton Street Glenlyon and are 
totally unplugged and intimate. 
Coming up: Joel and Dave Havea 
Sunday 13 October 2024 2pm for a 2.30pm start - $30  
 

Nominations Open for Inspiring Women 

I nternational Women’s Day (IWD) on 8 March has been celebrating the social, 
economic, cultural and political achievements of women globally since 2011. 

Mayor, Cr Brian Hood, said that Council’s IWD event was a highlight in our Shire’s 
event calendar attracting large attendances and impressive keynote speakers. 
“We are asking our community to nominate women from the Shire that have 
brought about positive change with inspiring stories of achievement from our past 
or present. This can be done at: https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/IWD Nominations 
are open until 30 September 2024. The 2025 event will be held in March.  

T he annual migration is in full 
swing. Everyone I speak to is 

either going to or coming back from 
somewhere north where they are 
looking to escape our Glenlyon winter 
for a while. My friends, Jan and Brian, 
report seeing more Glenlyon people in 
Darwin than they saw here when they 
lived here. 
 

The weather is such a subjective 
thing. There are people who complain 
bitterly about the cold and those who 
whinge equally vehemently about 
being hot. It seems that we are never 
satisfied. I am reminded of that 
popular saying in Victoria, “If you don’t 
like the weather, wait five minutes and 
it will change.” 
 

Once viewed with scepticism, the 
topic of climate change is on 
everyone’s lips. Not only is climate 
change blamed for everything, but 
everything is blamed for climate 
change. Some degree of change is, of 
course, inevitable. Ice ages and 
subsequent periods of warming have 
been going on for billions of years. 
What is up for debate is the degree to 
which humans are responsible. 
Ironically, the methods we use to 
cope with changing weather - travel, 
heating and air-conditioning - all play 
a part in exacerbating the problem 
they are trying to solve. 
 

Yes, humans are a complex, 
adaptable, but puzzling species. I was 
reading a science article about 
evidence of a species of humans in 
Flores 700,000 years ago ,who 
appeared, from a wrist bone, to be 
about 100cm tall (3’3” to those us 
from the older generation). I often 
wonder what some archaeologist in 
the future will make of the relics from 
this generation. What will they deduce 
from the multitude of “spare parts” 
that even the most average of us take 
for granted. False teeth, contact 
lenses, wigs, hips, knees, prosthetic 
limbs, pacemakers and who knows 
what other artificial bits and bobs, 
may well all survive in the environ-
ment long after the rest of our mortal 
being ceases to exist. Gosh, a 
complete person could be built out of 
the collection. Is that how we would 
be remembered. Scary thought! 

Alice 

Rambling from the  

Bramble Patch 

https://events.humanitix.com/the-white-room-gretta-ziller
mailto:bronwynrowbtoham@gmail.com
https://
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Denise’s Garden 

That’s Progress 

By Wendy McKillop, former Vice President, GPA 

T he Glenlyon Progress Association August General Members Meeting 
followed by the Annual General Meeting to elect office bearers for the 
next 12 months were held on Monday night 5 August at the Glenlyon 

Hall.  
The meeting tried out the new acoustic panels purchased with a grant from 

Hepburn Shire. The 
panels were 
generally considered 
to be a success with 
members reporting it 
easier to hear 
proceedings.   
This was the last 
meeting of the 
outgoing committee. The President’s Report outlining it’s achieve-
ments is included in this edition of GDN. 
Four members did not stand for re-election. Joy Durston and Claude 
Forell have moved to Melbourne and will leave a big hole in the 
community. We wish them well for their future. Kaye Powell and her 
partner Elizabeth Swan are preparing for their move later in the 
year. Kaye has been a stalwart of the community, a hard worker in 
the committee and will leave big shoes to fill. I wish to thank the 
committee for their support of Glenlyon District News, particularly 
during the COVID years. I look forward to establishing a rapport with 
the new committee. 
The incoming committee, nominated and elected unopposed, will be 
President, Krystyna Croft; Vice President, Ryan Kennedy; 
Secretary, Margret Lockwood; Treasurer,  Charles Prebeg and two 
Ordinary Members, Lyn Jenkins and Bronwyn Rowbotham. In 
accepting the nomination for secretary Margret Lockwood said that 
she intended her term to be for 12 months only until other members 
gained the necessary experience to take on the role. Any new team 
brings with it fresh ideas and new directions, so we look forward to a 
bright future in Glenlyon. 

Ode to Joy  
and Claude 

(With Apologies to Ludwig van Beethoven) 
 

Hear, oh hear this ode to Joy 
And Claude, who will be leaving. 

They have been here eighteen years 
Now our hearts are grieving. 

 

Joy has served our Association, 
Project managed hall renovation, 

Food fayres, art shows, monthly nosh. 
Got ukulele group to play at FOSH 

 

Claude too, has not been idle. 
His sharp wit kept us amused 

With GDN stories finely crafted 
About councillor antics much confused 

 

Join us then in song of praise 
To toast this pair who will be missed 

And wish them both with glasses raised 
Their time in Melbourne will be blessed. 

By Denise Smith 

O ne of the many lovely trees that we ‘inherited’ in the garden is a medlar. Earlier in the year it was covered in hard, 
ugly little fruit, which looked quite disgusting. They are likened by some to 
‘dogs’ bottoms’. I read up, and discovered that they 

needed to be ‘bletted’ (i.e. rotten) before cooking, so I picked a 
small basketful and waited… squeezing them daily, much like the 
vision-impaired witch testing Hansel and Gretel’s fingers to see if 
they were ready to eat. Eventually they softened, and I proceeded 
to attempt medlar jelly. When I mentioned this to a wise friend, she 
said ‘Good luck’ in an ominous kind of way. I have made crabapple 
jelly successfully in the past, so I was feeling confident. My friend 
was right. From a basketful of medlars, and hours of labour, I got ONE JAR of 
jelly, the flavour of which I can only describe as uninspiring. Oh well, the parrots 
enjoyed the fruit left on the tree, and I learned not to make jelly from dogs’ bums. 
 

I am a recovering plantaholic. Or I WAS recovering, anyway. Once upon a time, 
we drove all over the place, to nurseries and plant sales, where I could never 
resist collecting another small bulb, or a double black hellebore. A while ago, I 
swore that I would never buy another Iris reticulata after many losses, and yet at 
the moment I am expecting a couple that I bought last year in a moment of weakness, to bloom. This could well be a 
setback to my recovery. After much rubbishing about the number of pots awaiting planting, and the loss of many cold-
sensitive treasures, I decided to just grow what I could, and pretty much stopped the nursery visits. Now, the miraculous 
performance by the reticulatas threatens to re-ignite the addiction. Oh, and the crocus, and the hydrangeas, and the 
species gladiolus, and... 

Excuse me! 

What do you 

mean?  

I can’t see any 

resemblance. 
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Resignation of Cr Juliet Simpson 

Glenlyon Sports’ Club Distribution of Money for 2024 

H epburn Shire Councillor Juliet Simpson has tendered her resignation, effective 22 July 2024. 
Cr Simpson was elected to the Holcombe Ward in 2020, and was elected as Deputy Mayor in November 2023. 
She served on the Audit and Risk Committee from November 2022, and also on the Mineral Springs Reserve 

Advisory Committee and the Heather Mutimer International Women’s Day Honour 
Roll Advisory Committee from 2020-2022. 
 

Dr Karina Lamb, Acting CEO, said “While Cr Simpson’s resignation creates an 
extraordinary vacancy in the Holcombe Ward, a by-election will not be conducted so 
close to the end of the Council term. The seat will remain vacant until the outcome of 
the General Election to be held on 26 October 2024,” said Dr Lamb. 
 

Community members in the Holcombe Ward are encouraged to contact Mayor Brian 
Hood or another Councillor for support and advocacy regarding local issues: https://
www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/Council/About-Council/Councillors 
 

Glenlyon Progress Association and members of the Committee of Management 
thank Cr Simpson for representing Holcombe Ward for the last four years. We send 
her our best wishes for her future. 

By Evan Davis 

I t is the Glenlyon Sports Club’s honour to be able to announce the donations to the following charities and community 
groups and sporting clubs. We are a small group of volunteers, who organise and conduct the New Year’s Day Family 
Sports at the Glenlyon Reserve. 

 

The Sports Club committee values the financial support given to us by local sponsors to be able to donate these funds 
back into our local community. To the patrons on New Years Day whom turn out year after year to celebrate the new year 
your attendance is also vital the success of this community day. 
 

Lastly a huge shout out to the tireless volunteers who put in countless hours beforehand, on the day of the event and in the 
aftermath. Your contribution is recognised and greatly appreciated.  
 

We look forward to doing it all again in 2025! 
 

Ballarat Cancer Research Unit $500; Central Highlands Rural Health - Daylesford Health $5,000; Central Highlands Rural 
Health - Trentham Health $1,200; Daylesford Christmas Cheer $800; Daylesford Community Brass Band $500; Daylesford 
Girl Guides $500; Daylesford Junior Football And Netball Club $500; Daylesford Junior Tennis $500; Daylesford Preschool 
$500; Daylesford Riding ForThe Disabled $500; Daylesford Senior/Junior Pipe Band $500; Daylesford Volleyball (C/- Colin 
Priest) $500; Dennis Beddoe Boxing Gymnasium $400; Glenlyon & District News $300; Glenlyon Adult Riding $500; 
Glenlyon Pony Club $500; Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Upgrades $500; Grove of Gratitude $500; Hepburn Junior 
Football And Netball Club $500; Hepburn Preschool $500; New Years Eve Gala Daylesford $200; Royal Childrens Hospital 
$300; St. Johns Ambulance $500; Trentham Junior Football and Netball Club $500. 
 
Editor’s note: Glenlyon District News gratefully acknowledges the Sports’ Club’s generous donation which will go towards 
continuing production of our local community newsletter. We congratulate the Sports’ Club for their magnificent effort in 
contributing to so many local groups and charities. 

By Justin Rowe 

O n Sunday 29 July Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group (GULLG) hosted a tree planting morning as part of 
National Tree Day. This was the third year running that GULLG has 

hosted this event. In total, 25 volunteers participated and the weather 
cooperated and we had a lovely sunny morning. 
 

Sixty-seven trees, shrubs and grasses were planted along the southern 
end of the Biolink path and across Dysart Street next to the river. 
 

Plants were purchased through a Seedling Bank Grant. Tree guards were 
donated by John Cable and Jill Teschendorff. Meat for the volunteer BBQ 
was supplied by Istra Smallgoods. 
 

Thank you to all who participated. 

Landcare Plants Trees 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hepburn.vic.gov.au%2FCouncil%2FAbout-Council%2FCouncillors&data=05%7C02%7Cmabate%40hepburn.vic.gov.au%7C699ecde483764c5fec4008dcaaad6d5e%7C361019c830cb47f3ac67570cb31d3e91%7C0%7C0%7C6385729
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hepburn.vic.gov.au%2FCouncil%2FAbout-Council%2FCouncillors&data=05%7C02%7Cmabate%40hepburn.vic.gov.au%7C699ecde483764c5fec4008dcaaad6d5e%7C361019c830cb47f3ac67570cb31d3e91%7C0%7C0%7C6385729


 6 

Glenlyon District News No 270 August 2024 

GPA President’s Report for 2023/24 

Glenlyon District News is your community newsletter. If you have something to say or information you 

would like to share, contact the editor at glenlyonnews@gmail.com  Deadline for copy :10th of each month 

By Krystyna Croft 

T he stated purposes of the Glenlyon Progress Association are to promote the general welfare of 
the Glenlyon District; to provide a link between the community and the three tiers of government; 
to work with the Shire Council and other groups and organisations for the mutual benefit of all; to 

enhance the social and cultural life of the district; and importantly, to manage the hall and surrounding 
land. 
 

Maintaining a weatherboard building is a costly exercise. This year the south wall of the hall was repainted and all 
window sashes on the south side and one on the north side were replaced. We installed a new tank to collect water off 
the Old Fire Shed roof.  Acoustics of this old hall have been a matter of contention. An acoustic engineer provided us 
with a free quote for a solution and we are very grateful for his time and advice, however, the Committee consider that 
the solution would damage the heritage nature of the hall. We were successful in obtaining a grant from Hepburn Shire 
to buy six moveable acoustic panels and anticipate these will address the problem. We thank Margret Lockwood and 
Dan Harris for their time and effort to keep the gardens around the hall in good trim. Some Committee members have 
been attending online seminars about running small halls in regional areas. It seems that we all have the same 
problems: finding enough volunteers to manage them and raising sufficient funds to maintain them. 
 

Several events were organised during the year. The Festival of Small Halls was again very successful with all tickets 
sold. I thank the dedicated band of volunteers, Elizabeth Swan and Joy Durston in particular, who prepared and sold the 
food and drinks. Play Music on the Porch was another well supported music event we organised. GPA is pleased to 
support Ryan Kennedy’s new organisation, Radical Fields. He wishes to bring a different dimension to making art. 
Radical Fields held a successful festival of art in a field in Glenlyon in March and it is working towards another festival 
next year. GPA  provided funds to facilitate his group’s lively painting on the concrete forecourt of the hall. Winter 
Solstice Festival in June was well supported. Last August we celebrated125 years since the original oaks and elms were 
planted in Barkly Street. Three more oaks were planted with the support and assistance of the Hepburn Shire Council. 
We participated in the Garage Sale Trail in November. The sales brought people to the town and some of us were able 
to sell unwanted goods. Monthly dinners, held on the last Thursday of each month, were the major fundraiser for the 
year. I thank the wonderful group of volunteers who do the cooking, laying tables and cleaning up afterwards, particularly 
Elizabeth Swan, Kaye Powell, Joy Durston, Margret Lockwood and Pat Marsh. We have a wonderful group of volunteers 
who do this but it is not an exclusive group and we would love more volunteers to share the load.  
 

As a result of the storm in June 2021, Emergency Services Victoria provided funding to local councils to enable 
communities to develop plans to build resilience. We were one of a few towns in the Hepburn Shire to receive a 
Resilience Grant. We used it to purchase a generator, heaters, lights and bolt cutters which can be used in cases of 
emergency enabling us to create a hub at the hall. We developed a flipchart to assist people plan for emergencies. We 
organised a workshop on the use of chainsaws and Ambulance Victoria will run a workshop on the use of a defibrillator 
and CPR. As part of the resilience project we encouraged residents to assist with developing community engagement 
and awareness by bringing a neighbour to our dinner in May. The hall is used on a regular basis by the ukulele group, 
yoga classes, local volunteer groups and the Hepburn Shire Council. It is hired out from time to time for birthday parties 
and funerals. I thank Charles Prebeg for his work as the hall booking officer. 
 

Dan Harris’s passion for solar energy should be recognised. So far he has raised nearly a thousand dollars by selling 
books to raise funds to buy a community battery. 
 

The current committee has been managing the association for five years and the coming year will see a big change to 
the committee as four members are retiring. Joy Durston has served the committee and the community of Glenlyon for 
approximately 15 years and during that time has made an enormous contribution to the association. Joy instigated the 
renovations for the hall and obtained a significant amount of funding for the renovations. But for her efforts, the hall 
would not be in the magnificent state it is today. She was also instrumental in obtaining a Federal Government grant to 
make the Old Fire Shed into a more useable space. She supported the formation of the ukulele group which, when 
performing at events, is always well received. As well as doing much of the organisation of events she has held a 
number of positions on the Committee and supported the running of a well-oiled machine. Kaye has worked tirelessly in 
keeping the hall in good shape and for a long time was the hall booking officer. Over the years she has served on the 
committee in many capacities. Wendy has been on the committee for the last five years and due to her knowledge of the 
history of Glenlyon and the Association has always been able to offer wise advice. Bob has been on the committee for 
five years and has always been happy to help out at events when asked. 
 

The committee is to be congratulated on having obtained two grants from the Hepburn Shire Council this year, to have 
expended them appropriately and acquitted them to the great satisfaction of Council officers. The hall is in great shape 
as are its surrounds and we continue to build capacity in the community together with community connection. In 
particular we are excited to be increasing our connection with the art-based community. 
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By Dana Ronan  Agritourism Specialist and Radical Fields 
Inc Committee Member 

W e are feeling the love with 99% of our 2024/25 
Seasonal Program Funded through community 
donations via the Australian Cultural Fund. Radical 

Fields' team and artists are both humbled and grateful for 
your generosity and support. We look forward to delivering 
another magical season of creativity and connection starting 
this October thru March 2025.  
 

Keep your eyes out for next month's article as we introduce 
our first program drawing together storytelling, community 
characters, postcards and our beloved rural mail boxes. Until 
then let’s chat about agriculture, art and agritourism.  
 

Agritourism and Art:  
A Perfect Hybridisation for Community Enrichment in 
Glenlyon 
We’ve all witnessed a crazy tourist stopping half on and half 
off the road to instagram photos of cows, a view across the 
paddocks, the symmetry of a dry stone wall or the cutest 
goats and sheep they’ve ever seen. Just adorable! (the 
goats / sheep that is). This fascination with rural life isn’t 
particular to Glenlyon, but is representative of a growing 
phenomenon known as agritourism. Agritourism is the 
coming together of agriculture and tourism to offer on-farm 
and regional experiences to tourists and community 
members interested in exploring more about rural life.   
 

Over in America artists like Allison Wiese (AW) are creating 
works that reference this growing need for a connectivity 
between the people and land. Allison’s works take form as 
sculptures, installations, and performances as she engages 
local communities, reads to strangers and helps establish a 
sense of place. Her work Artifact of 
Attraction (featured image) is an “entry 
gate to a landscape of imagination, 
portals to a journey that realigns our 
relationship to land and to each other” - 
AW. What is unique to our neck of the 
woods is the way agritourism is 
manifesting. Our very own local creatives, 
Ryan Kennedy, Anthony Sawrey and Gav 
Barbey along with local farmers inviting 
visitors and locals alike to go beyond the 
fence and step into the paddock by fusing 
agriculture and creative arts into our 
home grown event: Radical Fields’ 
Harvest.   
 

Agritourism has been gaining momentum 
globally as a way to boost local 
economies and deepen the connection 
between regions. Glenlyon, with its 
sprawling farmlands and scenic landscapes, is an ideal 
location for artistic agritourism. Visitors (like us locals) are 
drawn to the tranquility of the countryside, the opportunity to 
experience farm life, and the chance to participate in 
activities that are both fun and educational. Radical Fields 
aims to harness this momentum and take it to the next level 
by integrating creative participatory art into a farm experi-
ence. Our Harvest festival transforms a local agricultural 
space into a canvas for artistic expression, inviting visitors to 
engage with art in a way that is immersive and interactive.  
 

From collaborative installations and nature-inspired crafts to 
live performances and community-driven projects, Radical 
Fields offers a diverse array of activities that appeal to a wide 
range of interests and age groups. Locals and visitors alike. 
 

But is that what we want? To encourage visitation, 
participation and more instagramers to our part of the world?  
They’re great questions for us to ask as a community. 
Tourism and an event like Radical Fields Harvest has 
obvious economic benefits for the region but, there are other, 
deeper reasons why we would embrace a new event like 
this. For us locals, Radical Fields can help foster a sense of 
community and collaboration, particularly as new people 
move into Glenlyon. As festival organisers, we are inviting 
you to get involved, through volunteering, showcasing your 
art, or attending the event itself. This involvement helps build 
stronger community bonds and a shared sense of purpose. It 
also provides a platform for local creatives to gain exposure 
and connect with a broader audience, which can lead to 
further opportunities for artistic growth and generate 
innovative ways of working. 
Locals and visitors to Radical Fields Harvest not only enjoy 
the artistic offerings but also experience a farming land-
scape, farm practices and gain a little insight into the 
importance of supporting local agriculture. By engaging with 
both art and agriculture, visitors leave the event with a 
deeper understanding of and respect for the interconnected-
ness of the two. 
 

Radical Fields’ focus on participatory art in an open 
landscape like a farm makes the audience experience fun, 
engaging, playful, accessible and memorable. Unlike 
traditional art exhibits and galleries where the audience is 

passive and the art is complete, 
Radical Fields invites locals and 
visitors to be co-creators. Whether 
it's contributing to a communal 
mural, participating in a theatrical 
performance, or crafting with natural 
materials, these hands-on activities 
create lasting memories, and a 
stronger connection between place, 
people and our own creativity. 
So, next time you see a tourist safely 
stopped on the side of the road 
poised to capture our rural 
landscape or a very cute flock of 
sheep, perhaps pull over yourself 
and offer to take the photo for them, 
or better still, jump in with them for a 
selfie and anchor their experience in 
landscape AND locals.  Oh, and if 
you could let them know about 

Radical Fields’ Harvest in March and our monthly market 
meetups that would be great too!  
 

Speaking of monthly market meetups, we will be at the 
Glenlyon Community Market Saturday 17 August discussing 
all things art and farming, welcoming all local producers to 
come along offer your insights and suggestions as to how we 
can create unique agricultural art works. Be they potato 
sculptures, choreographing stock with feed, documenting 
farming processes or everyone's soon-to-be-favourite hay 
bale dance offs. See you at the market.  

Radical Fields Winter Update 

Photo By Path 88 Productions 
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Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:  
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167  

Jody Wallace,  
Vice President 5348 4245  

 

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  

friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com   
 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon CFA:  

 Russ Newton 0400 632 479 

Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093 
 

Wombat Forestcare 

Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 
  

Glenlyon Pony Club:  

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176  

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  

gpa@glenlyon.vic.au 

 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  

Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 
 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 
John Mathews 0458008022 
Keith Fletcher 0402985007 

 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169 

glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com 

www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au   
 

Glenlyon Village Market:  

Dan Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Hepburn Seeds Savers: 

Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com  

 

Riding for the Disabled:   

Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

LOCAL GROUP   

CONTACTS 
If you are member of a group 

that would like to be listed 
here contact Wendy  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

Glenlyon Weather Summary - July 2024 
By Edward Benedict 

D an Harris recorded 67.6mm at Swords 
Road, Andrew Hitchman had 124mm at Dairy Flat 
Road, Edward Benedict 87.5mm at Eldon Street in 

Glenlyon and Lincoln Flynn from Wallaby Road in Wheatsheaf is skipping 
this month for yearly totals of 342.8mm, 404.5mm, 401.5mm respectively. 
Rainfall was recorded on 13 days at Eldon Street.  
Long-term forecast rainfall to be within the typical range and above 
average maximum and minimum temperatures.  
 

“No Winter lasts forever, no Spring skips its turn” Hal Borland 

Program 

Forest Film Society 3461 
Season Five 

March to September 2024 

For more information or to join email 
forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com  

COMING UP 
 

Thursday 29 August  
Dinner on the Deck 

 

Friday 6 September 
Forest Film Society 

Hall 7.30pm 
 

Saturday 14 September 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Hall 9.am 1.00pm 

 

Monday 7 October 
Glenlyon Progress Assoc Meeting 

Hall 8.00 pm 
 

Weekend  9/10 November 
Community Garage Sales 

Wheatsheaf 

ONGOING  
 

1st MONDAY of even months 
Glenlyon Progress Association  

Hall 8pm 
 

Last  THURSDAY each month 
Dinner on the Deck,   

Hall 7pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Glenlyon Village Market  

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Radical Fields Community Art 

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SUNDAY each month  
Pony Club Rally,  
Glenlyon Reserve  

6 September The Untouchables comedy/ 
    drama France 2011 (sub-titles) 

 

 Soup and bread at 6.15pm 
           Film commences at 7.15pm 

Smoke Alarm Project 

A t-risk residents are eligible to have free smoke alarms fitted to their 
home by Glenlyon Brigade under a CFA initiative. Existing smoke 
alarms will be checked and replaced if necessary. 

The new smoke alarms have a 10-year battery life and are registered with 
CFA for replacement at the end of that time. 
If you, or someone you know would benefit from this program call Andrew 
Azzopardi on 0402 414 954. 

mailto:friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
mailto:glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
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WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space 
–189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar 
door, regional platters and function space available for 
weddings, commitment ceremonies and special occasions. 
Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.  
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

PLUMBER: 
Hepburn Septics & Plumbing - Septic/treatment plant 
installations, 
general maintenance, drainage, drain cleaning.  
Contact Liam 0488 039 994  
 

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked 
drain specialist.  
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree 
climber. Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. 
Chipping and stump grinding.  
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015  
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

LOCAL BUSINESS  

DIRECTORY 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional counselling. 
Strength centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442 

Bund S Ratt 

Notice is hereby given that a Special Meeting of Council will 
be held on Tuesday 3 September 2024 commencing at 
2:00pm. The proposed business to be transacted at this 
meeting will be for Council to consider the adoption of the 
five Township Structure Plans and Rural Hepburn Strategy. 
This meeting will be held virtually, with the public able to 
view proceedings via the live stream on Council’s Facebook 
page. 
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/Council/News/Latest-news/Special-Council-
Meeting-Township-Structure-Plans-and-Rural-Hepburn  

FARM MAINTENANCE: 

Steve Schellekens – Need Farm Maintenance? Rural 
Fencing or Grass Slashing. 

Contact Steve 0408 324 491 sschellekens@bigpond.com 

EXCAVATION:Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t excavator. 
Landscaping, trenching, stump and post holes, retaining 
walls and small driveways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

Local businesses: 
 List your services here  

to target the local market through a circulation of 
over 600.  

Contact Wendy on 5348 7792  
email glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

To streamline accounting Glenlyon District News will be 
changing its invoicing system to six monthly in advance. 

Invoices are being issued for the period from 1 July for the 
following six months. 

F riends of Kangaroo Creek, Wheatsheaf, will be at the 
Glenlyon Dam site for a blackberry control demonstra-
tion on Saturday 26 October. We would love you to 

attend if you are interested and will send further details closer 
to the time.  
 

Although Friends of Glenlyon Dam's excellent work means 
that the blackberry around the dam has been treated this year 
by AusEco, Friends of Kangaroo Creek are looking to use the 
open space for presenters' stalls, equipment etc, and 
demonstrate on the untreated blackberry at the far end of the 
reserve, on Parks Vic land. The public will also be able to see 
regrowth on previously treated areas around the dam, and be 
able to discuss this with contractors.  
 

We have been able to secure funding for this presentation 
day from the Victorian Blackberry Taskforce.  
 

No chemicals will be used on the day - just water for the 
spraying demos (for safety reasons). We will be pre-treating 
an area of blackberry with pine oil two weeks before the 
demo, so that the attendees can see its effectiveness. 
 

Teresa Castley 
Friends of Kangaroo Creek, Wheatsheaf 
0435 030 400 

Blackberry Taskforce Demonstration 

Letter to the Editor 
Dear Editor, 
I refer to the coming of the TV Show “The Block”  building 
five homes on the corner opposite The Farmers 
Arms  Hotel in Daylesford.  
What are the Council doing about supplying water to these 
homes they are building and the other homes intended to 
be built on farmers’ land? 
At the moment Council are connecting to the underground 
bore water in at least three areas to supply the town and 
the building of new homes, instead of enlarging the 
Reservoir, which was built so that it could be enlarged if the 
population increased. 
Our bore water has to be protected.   
Georgina, Coomoora 

I was looking forward to an 
afternoon nap. 

mailto:sschellekens@bigpond.com

