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Council Meeting Discusses Glenlyon Reserve 

Covering Coomoora, Denver, Drummond, Glenlyon, Porcupine Ridge and Wheatsheaf 

Established 2001        Member CNAV 

By Wendy McKillop 

T he last Hepburn Shire Council meeting for the current 
term of councillors was held on Monday 16 
September. On the Agenda was a planning 

application for a pavilion at the Glenlyon Reserve.  
 

The four point motion under discussion was:  
“1. Notes the progress that officers and the project consult-
ants have made in the design of the Glenlyon Recreation 
Reserve Community Pavilion.  
2. Notes the implications of the Bushfire Hazard Identification 
Assessment completed for a pavilion located on the site of 
the existing pavilion, rendering this location incompatible with 
the requirements of planning permit referral agencies.  
3. Endorses officers to investigate alternative site/s for 
locating a new pavilion within the reserve.  
4. Endorses the proposed next steps for the project.”  
 

Four community members addressed the meeting: Margret 
Lockwood (Landcare), Madeleine Ellis (GRRAC member), 
Damian Leonard (Glenlyon Sports Club) and Krystyna Croft 
(resident and Reserve user). They spoke passionately about 
their affection for the historic pavilion as well as the practical 
considerations involved with replacing it. Three proposed 
rejecting the new pavilion in favour of keeping the existing 
building, and one suggested the compromise of a new 
building on another site within the Reserve but also retaining 
the old one. 
 

Relevant to, and underpinning, the motion was a flood plan 
for the Loddon River and fire action plan containing a BAL40 
(Bushfire Attack Level) fire rating. In the ensuing discussion, 
both of the plans were revealed to have some flaws and 
inconsistencies. With the memories of community unrest 

about Trentham Hub in mind, and a still unresolved dilemma 
about public toilets in Glenlyon, each of the councillors urged 
more community consultation in their summing up. It was 
made clear that funding would be difficult to access if there 
was not a clear community will about the project. It is now up 
to the residents of Glenlyon to decide if they want a new 
pavilion or whether to retain and maintain the existing 
building.  
 

The amended motion proposed by Cr Jen Bray reads: 
“1. Notes the progress that officers and the project consult-
ants have made in the design of the Glenlyon Recreation 
Reserve Community Pavilion  
2. Notes that further investigation and community consulta-
tion needs to be done before any decision can be made 
about the siting of a new pavilion at either the current or a 
new site  
3. Requests officers ensure they obtain adequate expert 
advice to assist in the design, including Bushfire Hazard 
Assessments 
4. Establishes a Project Advisory Group (similar to the 
Daylesford Community Facilities PAG) to consult on this 
project including representation from relevant stakeholder/
user groups and the wider community;  
5. Consults with the Project Advisory Group on the future of 
the existing pavilion;   
6. Requires a further decision by Council to determine 
whether to progress with a new pavilion, other facility 
options, and at which locations.” The Motion was passed 
unanimously, leaving future decisions to the incoming 
Council.  
Full meeting (Part 2) can be viewed at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=blsr-HYtAT4  

By Adam Rowe 

D espite the weather threatening to make a damp start 
to our event, it held out and we had another 
successful hands-on working bee at the Biolink track 

and the Pollinator Garden. This working 
bee focused on: finishing the planting of 
native species within the Pollinator Garden; 
spreading crushed rock to extend the 
walking track from the Pollinator Garden to 
Morton Street; installation of fantastic new 
benches in the Pollinator Garden; general 
weeding and maintenance of the Pollinator 
Garden; slashing and mowing of the Biolink 
track at the Loddon Drive entrance as well 
as the Reserve entrance and recovery of 

damaged or surplus plant guards for reuse in new planting; 
general weeding and removal of debris from track. 
 

All in all, a great day and some positive work was done, 
capped off with a great BBQ lunch (thanks to Rosemary 

Gollmick for preparing in advance and the 
delicious cake). Thanks to all our members 
who attended, especially to Evan Fleischer 
for bringing his machinery to assist with the 
gravel spreading and installing the 
benches. 
 

A formal event to celebrate the completion 
of the Pollinator Garden will be arranged in 
the coming weeks so keep an eye out! 

Landcare Completes Pollinator Garden 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blsr-HYtAT4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blsr-HYtAT4
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Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue   
             0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

G lenlyon Hall is available for hire. 
For information contact Hall Booking 

officer Charles Prebeg hire@glenlyon.vic.au   
cprebeg@yahoo.com.au  

For the latest information on all community events 
contact events@glenlyon.vic.au    
  

GPA members will regularly be informed of events via 
email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another 
edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community 
information publication under the auspices of the 
Glenlyon Progress Association.  
 

The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or 
Glenlyon Progress Association.   
 

Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to 
the Editor are encouraged.  
 

We continue to welcome suggestions 
and ideas from you.  
 

Contact the editor by  
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com  
or telephone 5348 7792. 

Hall Hire Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2024 

Glenlyon District News  
The original and only not-for-profit community publication 

serving Glenlyon district since 2001  

Are you getting your copy every month? 
From June 2023 The Glenlyon  District News will no 

longer be delivered free to mailboxes. To receive GDN 
each month by email direct to your inbox let us know at  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com   
GDN is also available online at www.glenlyon.vic.au 

A limited number of copies will still be available at 
Glenlyon Hall and at Darryl Wilson Optometrists, 75 

Vincent Street, Daylesford 

Dog walkers are requested to keep 
their dog on a leash at the Reserve.  
 

Please note that the Glenlyon Recreation 
Reserve will be closed to the public on 
days when Pony Club or horse events 
are taking place. 
   

 Oct 19 Glenlyon Adult Riding Club 
  20 Glenlyon Pony Club 
 

Nov   2/3  Bendigo Pony Club 
  16 Glenlyon Adult Riding Club 
  17 Glenlyon Pony Club 
       GRRCAC meeting 7pm Pavilion 
 24  Glenlyon Landcare Working Bee 
 

Dec    5/8 Glenlyon Swap Meet 
  14 Glenlyon Community BBQ 
 15 Glenlyon Pony Club 
 21 Glenlyon Adult Riding Club 
 

Jan      1  Glenlyon Sports Club Annual Sports Day 
 

Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

Council Meetings 2024 

H epburn Shire Council meetings are held on the third 
Tuesday of each month starting at 5:30pm. The 

timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s website, 
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au  
From August 2024, Ordinary Meetings will be held in the 
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. 
Please note, due to limited seating capacity, residents 
wishing to attend Council Meetings in person will be required 
to register their attendance by10:00am the day prior to the 
meeting. https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/Council/Council-
meetings Meetings will be live streamed via Council’s 
Facebook page. 
 

Meetings 
Tuesday 17 December (Location TBC) 
Special Meetings 
Tuesday 19 November: Swearing in of Councillors,  
Tuesday 26 November: Election of the Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor   

mailto:cprebeg@yahoo.com.au
mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au
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Briefly 
 

 

Bushfire Hypothetical 

G lenlyon CFA will be holding a community information bushfire hypothetical 
event at Glenlyon Fire Station on Tuesday 19 November at 6.30pm. These 

are very informative sessions as we go into another bushfire season. All 
community members are invited, new residents are especially welcome.  
 

Upcoming Council Elections 

H epburn Shire Council has moved into caretaker mode pending the outcome 
of the coming election of councillors for the next four years. The election will 

be conducted by postal ballot and voting is compulsory. Ballot packs will be 
posted to all enrolled voters from Monday 7 October. Make sure you post it or 
drop it off at the election office before 6 pm on Friday 25 October 
Candidates: Don Henderson, Tony Clark, Christian Porochowski, Tim Drylie, 
Derek Sedgman, Benny Petterssen, Brian Hood, Cameron Stone, Pat Hockey, 
Lesley Hewett, Shirley Cornish, Bernie Winfield-Gray. 
 

On the Ball 

D aylesford Bulldogs under18 football team captained by Adam Leonard and 
with local team mate Stanley Meadows lost by a meagre 3 points to 

Buninyong at Mars Stadium in Ballarat in the Finals on Saturday 14 September . 
A grade netball Daylesford won over Hepburn by 1 point scored by Olivia 
Leonard. 
 

Wheatsheaf community Garage Sale 

T he Wheatsheaf Community Garage Sale already has 13 households taking 
part. The more the merrier, so if you are about to do 

your spring clean don’t throw anything out, save it all and 
hold a garage sale at your place. It will be on the weekend 
of 9

 
and 10 of November. It’s $25 to take part. Some of 

that goes towards publicity but most will be donated to our 
Glenlyon CFA.  
For more information and to sign up contact Janet Quilty 
0419 134 136. 
 

Blackberry Field Day  

F riends of Kangaroo Creek Wheatsheaf with Victorian Blackberry Taskforce 
and Hepburn Shire Council invite you to a Field Day demonstrating effective 

blackberry control techniques. Mechanical, biological, chemical and drone 
demonstrations, planning and resources. All Hepburn Shire residents and 
landholders welcome. 
Saturday 26 October 10 am–1 pm  Free lunch provided. 
At a private property in Coomoora (address provided on sign up). RSVP by 
Thursday 24 October is essential for catering purposes.  
Places are limited, so if you’re interested please register at https://
www.trybooking.com/CVQML or contact: Brian Bainbridge, 0437 048 648  
bbainbridge@hepburn.vic.gov.au 
 

House Music Concert 

T he White Room presents Joshua Batten, who performed at Newstead Live 
Music Festival.  

This last concert for 2024 is on Saturday 9 November; yes, a Saturday this time, 
not a Sunday, at 2pm for 2.30pm $30. 
Seating is limited so bookings are essential. Click this link for further details and to 
purchase tickets directly. https://events.humanitix.com/the-white-room-joshua-
batten-saturday-9th-november-2024  
As this is my last concert for the year, you are also invited to stay afterwards for a 
BBQ dinner (BYO meat and drinks). These concerts are held in my lounge room 
at 31 Morton Street Glenlyon and are totally unplugged and intimate. 
Contact: Bronwyn bronwynrowbotham@gmail.com or call on 0409 400 281 for 
more information or to be added to my mailing list. 

W e are being entertained by a pair 
of woodducks that visit us 

regularly. Mr Duck is very protective. 
He stands guard while Mrs Duck busily 
feeds. She used to move around very 
quickly, picking at this and that 
causing him to run to keep up with her. 
Lately, she moves much more slowly 
with the kind of gait that says, “Oh, my 
aching back and feet!” and sits down 
frequently. I know just how she feels. I 
am sure that they will start nesting 
soon and then we will only see one at 
a time for a while until the babies 
appear. It is so strange to think that 
these ducks make their nest in tree 
hollows, then the tiny ducklings have 
to jump out to reach the ground before 
they can fly. 
 

The passage of time is one of those 
things which, in our senior years, is a 
continually surprising phenomenon. I 
was talking with a young lady recently 
and mentioned an event in my quite 
clear, and I thought recent, memory. 
She looked down at me with a puzzled 
expression and I realised with a shock 
that she had not been born at that 
time.  
 

With Christmas just two months away, 
I decided to update my Christmas card 
list onto the computer so as to get an 
early start on getting organised this 
year. I got  out my hand-written list 
from three years ago. Of the first six 
names I crossed out four as having 
died over the last couple of years. The 
next entry was a couple I had known 
for some time. I went to their wedding 
in 2003 and have been keeping in 
touch, sending birthday cards to their 
children as they arrived.  
 

Two of these children were now 
teenagers  and one has moved out of 
home. Was a separate card appropri-
ate, I pondered, or didn’t young people 
do that any more? Perhaps I should 
send her an email, or does one put a 
message on Facebook, or some other 
social network platform? Or is it really 
old-fashioned to even send Christmas 
greetings these days? Everything is 
changing so quickly now. Thank 
goodness things like ducklings 
jumping out of trees are still the same 
as always was. 

Alice 

Rambling from the  

Bramble Patch 

https://www.trybooking.com/CVQML
https://www.trybooking.com/CVQML
https://events.humanitix.com/the-white-room-joshua-batten-saturday-9th-november-2024
https://events.humanitix.com/the-white-room-joshua-batten-saturday-9th-november-2024
mailto:bronwynrowbtoham@gmail.com
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That’s Progress 

That’s Progress 

L ast month we introduced you to the new committee members. This month we tell you about 
those who have returned to serve the community again on the Hall management team. 
 
 

KRYSTYNA CROFT is the ongoing President of the GPA. Elected in 
2019, Krystyna has had nearly 30 years’ association with Glenlyon. She 
values Glenlyon’s history and environment and relishes being active in the 
community, for example as a community representative in the development of the Council’s 
Glenlyon Structure Plan. She lives in the nineteenth century cottage in Barkly Street that used to 
be the cobbler’s residence. Krystyna’s background is in law. She has broad experience as a 
member of various Boards. Her knowledge and lived experience of disability in her family resulted 
in her advocacy for people with disabilities since the inception of the NDIS, so Krystyna is strong 
on inclusion. 
Krystyna said, “I am optimistic that the energy, skills and talents of the new committee will 
revitalise the GPA and lead to greater community participation in its events and activities.” 

 

MARGRET LOCKWOOD is the new secretary, returning to serve on the CoM after an 
absence of four years. She brings much administrative experience. “I intend to stay for 12 
months only, to assist with the transition of the new committee,” she said. 
Margret turned to volunteering after 30 years of teaching teenagers, in rural Victoria, the 
Northern Territory and in Saudi Arabia. 
“Volunteering means more to me than joining an organisation, attending meetings, or merely 
financial membership. I’ve defended my community and environment as a firefighter with the 
Glenlyon Brigade. I enjoy the physical work of Landcare working bees and am very proud of 
the walking trail in the Biolink; of how it has been transformed from impenetrable blackberry 
and gorse, to a place that locals and visitors alike enjoy” 
Margret believes volunteering is its own reward, both for the satisfaction of achievement and 
the deeper connections formed with fellow volunteers. 
 

CHARLES PREBEG is our new treasurer. He has been a general Committee member since 
2020 with responsibility for Hall hire. 
When Charles and wife Darinka first visited Glenlyon they walked past the Hall and were greeted 
by local community members, and asked to join in to some afternoon tea and conversation. 
“I was really impressed with the welcome and friendliness they showed us,” said Charles. He and 
Darinka retired and made the tree change to Glenlyon five years ago after living in Greenvale for 
37 years. 
Charles enjoys cooking and water colour painting. He and Darinka have catered for Dinner on the 
Deck. Charles is on the Daylesford Men’s Shed Committee and also caters for their weekly 
lunches. 

By Wendy McKillop 

O n 7 October Glenlyon Progress Association (GPA) 
hosted a “Meet the Candidates” event at the Hall. Of 
the 12 candidates vying for seven places on 

Hepburn Shire Council at the upcoming election, nine 
accepted the invitation to attend. Tony Clark sent his 
apologies as he was on a pre-arranged trip overseas, Pat 
Hockey was busy in Clunes and Christian Porochowsky did 
not reply. Each of those who attended, Don Henderson, Tim 
Drylie, Derek Sedgman, Benny Petterssen, Brian Hood, 
Cameron Stone, Lesley Hewitt, Shirley Cornish and Bernie 
Winfield-Gray were allowed three minutes to put forward 
their vision for the future of Hepburn Shire should they win 
office. At the end of the allotted time, strictly-enforced by 
Bronwyn Rowbotham, local residents were given the 
opportunity to put ask questions about issues concerning 
them. Many thanks to GPA committee for organising this 
event. 
 

The normal GPA General Members’ meeting followed. A 
Christmas party/market is being organised for Saturday 30 
November from 5pm.  Market stall-holders are being asked 

to participate and Glenlyon Ukulele Team will entertain. The 
date was chosen so as not to clash with the Christmas 
Family BBQ held at the Reserve on 14 December. 
 

Radical Fields will be holding their next monthly meting in 
the Old Fire Shed next to the Hall. More information about 
Radical Fields Activities is on page 5 of this publication. 
 

A lively discussion took place regarding the status of the gun 
club at the Reserve. A Motion was passed to seek further 
clarification from Hepburn Shire Council regarding if, and on 
what dates, shooting would occur if this activity is to resume. 
 

Forest Film Society 3461 will be going into recess until next 
year. Its committee will be meeting to decide on a program 
for next year and whether to run it over one season or two. 
 

In other reports, Landcare reported a successful day 
working on the Pollinator Garden. The Village Market will be 
examining where the stalls will be placed with a view to 
greater safety in mind. 
 

The next GPA meeting is to be held on Monday 2 December 
at the Hall. 
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Radical Fields 

Get Bushfire Resilient: 2024 Free Webinar Series 

T 
he bushfire webinars for 2024 are now confirmed. 
Following is the webinar schedule which is also 
available on our website bushfireresilience.org.au 

 

Know about insurance for bushfire, storm or flood 
events – avoiding the pitfalls 
7.30-9.00pm AEDT Thursday 17 October 
Annabelle Butler, Hollard Insurance Australia 
Peter Gartlan, Financial Counselling Australia 
Denis Nelthorpe AM, Consumer Lawyer 
 

Insurance and financial challenges after bushfire, storm 

or flood – when things go wrong 

7.30-9.00pm AEDT Monday 28 October 
Annabelle Butler, Hollard Insurance Australia 
Peter Gartlan, Financial Counselling Australia 
Denis Nelthorpe AM, Consumer Lawyer 
Sharon Keith, Disaster Legal Help Victoria 
 

Best practice property bushfire risk reduction 
7.30-9.00pm AEDT Tuesday 12 November 

Justin Leonard, CSIRO 
Kevin Hazell, Town Planner 
Mark Holland, Country Fire Authority 
 

Understanding our changing bushfire weather 
7.30-9.00pm AEDT Thursday 28 November 
Justin Leonard, CSIRO 
Kevin Parkyn, Bureau of Meteorology 
Mika Peace, Bureau of Meteorology 
 

Please encourage other people who may also be living in 
bushfire risk areas to register for the webinar series at 
https://br.org.au/webinar You can also download the 
Webinar Flyer to help promote the webinars to others. 
Please like or follow our Facebook page and share our 
posts. We look forward to having you join us on the 
webinars. 
 

Bushfire Resilience Inc, PO Box 1113 Research 3095 
bushfireresilience.org.au   email: admin@bushfireresilience.org.au 

A  playground for your creative mind. 
Radical Fields’ warmly invites friends, strangers, 
supporters, relatives and newcomers as we celebrate 

our 2024/25 artists along with local producers with a special 
one day exhibition and art auction. Join us for some free 
refreshments, live music and make your own ice melting art 
work in a special creative activation. Radical Fields’ Red Dot 
Fundraiser, Sunday 17 November 12-4pm at the Glenlyon 
Shire Hall.  
 

Watch this space, 45 Vincent Street, Daylesford (the old 
news agency). From now until the end of March Radical 
Fields will be showcasing artworks, artists and activations in 
the heart of Daylesford with our new gallery window display.  
 

Bodyweather Workshop 
November welcomes artist Rhae Kendrigan to our Monthly 
Meetup. A Mallee kid through and through, Rhae is a socially 
and environmentally engaged artist based on Latji Latji 
Country (Mildura) and working across regional Victoria and 
NSW. They are passionate about building strong rural and 
regional communities through embracing diversity, 
developing kinship with our natural resources and creating 
localised economies. Their work as a 
practising artist and creative producer 
explores the intersections between 
body and place, serving as a process 
for understanding systems awareness. 
“My creative practice is rooted in an art 
form called Body Weather.” says Rhae. 
“It is a comprehensive training and 
development centred around dissolving 
the borders between the body and the 
environment. It is a practice that really 
engages with all the senses and could 
be compared to going into a mindful 
meditative state within nature to access a deeper connection 
to it.”  
 

This will be Rhae’s first time working with the Glenlyon 
community and will be the beginning of a project that is set to 

extend over two Harvest events across 2025 and 2026. But 
they are no stranger to long-term creative development, 
having worked over three years on Borders. Borders is a 
vast undertaking exploring the relationship between creative 
communities in cross-border towns along the Murray River; 
engaging in social research, community dialogue and 
performance development. “I will be hosting the session with 
Hepburn biodiversity officer Brian Bainbridge. I was asking 
him about three areas that I’m interested in: Hydrology, 
Geology and Biology. He gave me some really good insight 
into the uniqueness of Glenlyon in regards to those three 
areas, looking at water, plants, trees and the geology of the 
earth. A lot of what he knows is unseen, what is happening 
underneath us, how the water moves through the landscape, 
or what role a particular tree has in the ecology. I’m hoping 
he will share some of that on the day and what I would like to 
do is respond to this by creating activities to help people (on 
the day) connect to that knowledge. Not just in their mind, 
but to their bodies as well.  
 

While it is early days yet, Rhae hopes to be able to present 
an inaugural performance at the Radical Fields Harvest that 
will embody something profound regarding the local 

environment and its unique characteris-
tics. “The performance for the March 
2025 event is going to be after the Zen 
walk,” says Rhae, “so it will be building 
off the energy (and) the focused kind of 
state people will be in and I would like 
to create a performance that draws in 
these people in some way. I see that 
first performance as a build up to the 
2026 Harvest where I hope to engage 
other people in performing.”  
 

Come and meet up with Rhae 
Kendrigan and Brian Bainbridge at our next Monthly Meetup 
on 16 November during the Glenlyon Village Market from 
9am to 1pm. This project was made possible by the 
Australian Government Regional Arts Fund, which supports 
the arts in regional and remote Australia. 

Rhae Kendrigan ‘Rock response 2021’ Nuggety 
VIC - Image Supplied by Artist 

https://bushfireresilience.org.au?ns_url=12T&mid=108754&fch=4a1b75a7
https://bushfireresilience.org.au?ns_url=12z&mid=108754&fch=4a1b75a7
https://bushfireresilience.org.au?ns_url=12T&mid=108754&fch=4a1b75a7
mailto:admin@bushfireresilience.org.au
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Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:  
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167  

Jody Wallace,  
Vice President 5348 4245  

 

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  

friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com   
 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon CFA:  

 Russ Newton 0400 632 479 

Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093 
 

Wombat Forestcare 

Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 
  

Glenlyon Pony Club:  

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176  

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  

gpa@glenlyon.vic.au  
 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  

Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 
 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 
John Mathews 0458008022 
Keith Fletcher 0402985007 

 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169 

glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com 

www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au   
 

Glenlyon Village Market:  

Dan Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Hepburn Seeds Savers: 

Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com  

 

Riding for the Disabled:   

Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

Denise’s Garden 

LOCAL GROUP   

CONTACTS 
If you are member of a group 

that would like to be listed 
here contact Wendy  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

Glenlyon Weather Summary - September 2024 
By Edward Benedict 

D an Harris recorded 47.6mm at Swords Road, Andrew 
Hitchman had 63mm at Dairy Flat Road, Edward Benedict 
62mm at Eldon Street in Glenlyon and Lincoln Flynn from Wallaby 

Road in Wheatsheaf recorded 69mm last month for yearly totals of 451.4mm, 
546.5mm, 532.5mm and 578mm respectively. Rainfall was recorded 
on 19 days at Eldon Street with a snow flurry observed on 15 September.  
 

September can be considered the wettest month of the year with rainfall 
occurring two out of every three days, although January had twice as much 
rain but rainfall occurred less than one day out of every three. We are 
approximately 100mm less for the year compared to last year.  
 

Some people walk in the rain, others just get wet. Bob Dylan 

COMING UP 

Sunday 26 October 
Blackberry Field Day 

Coomoora 10am   
 

Thursday 31 October  
Dinner on the Deck 

 

Sat 9, Sun 10 November 
Community Garage Sale 

Wheatsheaf 
 

Tuesday 19 November 
Bushfire Hypothetical 

Fire Station 6pm 
 

Saturday 16 November 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Hall 9.am to 1pm 

 

Saturday 30 November 
Christmas Party/Market 

Hall 5pm 
 

Monday 2 December 
Glenlyon Progress Assoc Meeting 

Hall 8pm 

ONGOING  
 

1st MONDAY of even months 
Glenlyon Progress Association  

Hall 8pm 
 

Last  THURSDAY each month 
Dinner on the Deck,   

Hall 7pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Glenlyon Village Market  

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Radical Fieldz Community Art 

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SUNDAY each month  
Pony Club Rally,  
Glenlyon Reserve  

By Denise Smith 

T here’s a whole lot of nesting going on! This makes me realise how little 
I know about bird behaviour. 
The pardalotes in the hanging basket are coming and going, so we 

assume that there are young in there, but we have no idea how long they re-
main in the nest. Just this morning I saw one adult go in there, and one come 
out. Then, a cheeky fantail landed on top of the basket, to pilfer nesting mate-
rial from what is left of the coir. I was expecting bloodshed when the pardalote 

heard footsteps upstairs, but it was all very civilised – no con-
flict was seen. If only humans were so conciliatory. 
 

The fairy wrens are at it as well. One of them has changed into 
his beautiful blue seduction suit and beanie, and there is a lot 
of window-fighting and those clattering wren noises. 
 

The garden is moving so quickly now, that it is hard to keep up 
with what’s flowering, let alone the weeds. Every day there are surprises… lily-
of-the-valley, corydalis, and a swathe of bluebells replacing the grape hya-
cinths. The lovely species tulip (clusiana) with its candy-striped flowers on long 
elegant stems is out. The lilacs, which looked dead about a week ago, are 
pushing out their first flowers. There are still a few late narcissus, like the hoop
-petticoats, and my favourites, the poeticus. 
Erythronium, trillium, brunnera, viburnum, honesty, primulas, etc. etc.  Phew! 
… AND, the asparagus is up. 

mailto:friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
mailto:glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
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WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space 
–189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar 
door, regional platters and function space available for 
weddings, commitment ceremonies and special occasions. 
Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.  
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

PLUMBER: 
Hepburn Septics & Plumbing – Septic/treatment plant 
installations, 
general maintenance, drainage, drain cleaning.  
Contact Liam 0488 039 994  
 

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked 
drain specialist.  
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree climber. 
Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. Chipping and 
stump grinding.  
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015  
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

LOCAL BUSINESS  DIRECTORY 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional counselling. 
Strength centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442 

Local businesses: 
List your services here to target the local market through a circulation of over 600.  

Contact Wendy on 5348 7792 or email glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

EXCAVATION:Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t excavator. 
Landscaping, trenching, stump and post holes, retaining 
walls and small driveways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

Written by Bob Beale, science journalist and provided by 

Galena Debney 

Episode 1 

T o dominate an entire continent you need a good 
measure of ingenuity and one or two dirty tricks… 
 

As the soft pink of dawn fades and the first biting sun 
rays strike the shaggy crowns of a eucalypt forest billions of 
tiny pores like tiny mouths gape open on the surface of 
millions of pendulous gum leaves. The forest is taking its first 
invigorating gulp of air for the day. The trees have held their 
breath all night as if waiting to be sure another day will 
come.  Survival is dicey in Australia’s extreme and 
undependable climate. And not even as great a survivor as a 
gum tree can take anything for granted. 
 

Eucalypts for all their familiarity are exceptional trees. They 
emerged from the wet forests of ancient Australia 65 million 
years ago as the dinosaurs were dying out. Their ranks 
include the world’s tallest flowering plants – the magnificent 
mountain ash of southeastern Australia, reaching 100 
metres or more and one of the world’s oldest living things –
and mallee eucalypts, which regenerate from underground 
rootstock whose seed may have germinated 10,000 years 
ago.  “Gums have an extraordinary evolutionary lineage” 
says Ken Hill, a taxonomist at Sydney’s Royal Botanic 
Garden. “They have elbowed their way across virtually all of 
Australia to achieve one of the most impressive feats of the 
plant kingdom – dominance of an entire continent.” 
 

Not surprisingly, their survival skills have 
been honed fine, as a growing body of 
scientific evidence reveals. It is no accident, 
for example, that most gum leaves hang 
down almost vertically, the best angle to 
catch the gentler morning and afternoon 
light, and show the smallest possible surface area to the sun 
in the hottest hours. But that trick, coupled with the leaves’ 
thick waxy coating, is not enough to let the tree withstand 
the searing heat of 40 degree summers. So gum trees have 
developed their own air-conditioning system. 
 

Using deep tap roots that may probe 15 metres or more 
through dusty-dry soils, eucalypts can plumb groundwater 
reserves unavailable to less canny competitors. They 
channel this water up to their leaves and the thousands of 
pores, or stomata, through which the trees exchange carbon 
dioxide for oxygen in the vital process of photosynthesis. In 
eucalypts, each stoma is guarded at its entrance by pairs of 
light-sensitive cells shaped like fish lips that open in 
response to strong sunlight. As the tree takes that first 
morning gulp of air, the stomata deliberately let water 
evaporate to cool the plant. “You can tell a healthy gum tree 
by simply feeling the temperature of its leaves on a hot day” 
says Brian Myers, principal research scientist with the 
CSIRO. “Much like a healthy dog has a cold wet nose, a 
healthy gum leaf is relatively cool to the touch.” Scientists 
estimate that a giant mountain ash can process up to 1,500 
litres of water a day to keep itself cool. An average blackbutt 
“sweats” about 250 litres.   

The Secret Life of Gum Trees 


