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By Wendy McKillop 

T he first two webinars by Bushfire Resilience Inc 
(BRI) for the 2024/25 fire season examined the 
often neglected topic of insurance. Anyone who has 

received a renewal for their house insurance this year will 
have noted a sizeable increase in the premium. In the first 
of the webinars on Thursday 17 October, Denis Nelthorpe, 
consumer lawyer; Anabelle Butler, Hollard Insurance 
Australia and Peter Gartlan, Financial Counselling 
Australia,  talked about the reasons behind rising insurance 
costs and how to get the best deal.  
 

Changing weather patterns, with more extreme weather 
events, together with denser populations moving into rural 
areas for work or cheaper housing, are creating a perfect 
storm for insurance companies. In addition, insurance 
companies reinsure themselves with 
other larger corporations in other 
countries to offset their own liability. 
World-wide, there have been more 
climate disasters including floods, 
earthquakes, tornadoes, etc. which 
have contributed to the bigger outlay 
by insurers and resulted in costs 
being passed on. However, there 
are some steps that can be taken 
when receiving your renewal notice.   
 

It was explained that there are two 
types of policies: replacement value 
and sum insured. Most policies are 
for a sum to be paid to rebuild. AAMI 
was reported to be the only 
company offering replacement 
value. 
 

Many people have not read their 
insurance policy. It may be that 
there are some things on it that are 
not relevant: tsunamis for example. Often insurers calculate 
the amount of the premium by postcode, rather than by 
assessing the risk to individual properties, so there may be 
a charge for flooding in a town where there is a river, when 
the property insured is well away from it on a hill. There is 
often also a “loyalty tax” which means that the company 
assumes that if they keep putting it up, the customer will 
keep on paying. It pays to shop around, talk to your insurer 
and get the best deal. Often if you ask, the premium will 

drop by up to hundreds of dollars.  
 

Conversely, it may be that the sum insured is not adequate 
to rebuild after a disaster event. The cost of rebuilding has 
dramatically increased due to Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) 
ratings now required by municipal councils and rising costs 
of building materials. Know your own BAL rating and see if 
there are actions you can take to reduce it, such as putting 
in a sprinkler system, or clearing further around the house. 
 

The second webinar, on Monday 28 October, dealt with 
what to do if things go wrong with your claim. The experts 
went through the procedure of making a claim. The insurer 
has to follow a Code of Practice, which can be found on the 
website https://insurancecouncil.com.au/ If the claim is not 
settled in a reasonable time frame, the advice is to escalate 
the claim, firstly within the insurance company, and if that 

does not produce a result, go to the 
ombudsman, called the Australian 
Insurance Complaints Authority. Other 
things to watch out for are “storm 
chasers” who will target vulnerable 
people to exploit them by offering quick 
settlements and fly-by-night builders who 
take a deposit or payment for the work 
then disappear. As was seen in the 2021 
storm and other catastrophic events, 
rebuilding can take longer than expected 
due to lack of tradespeople or building 
materials. This will need to be factored in 
when planning alternate temporary 
accommodation. The cost of rebuilding 
can also be higher than anticipated due 
to BAL ratings. If you are suffering 
emotional or financial hardship there are 
agencies within the community that can 
help.   
 

To learn more about this important 
issue, the webinar recording is now available on BRI’s 
website. The webinar is titled "Know about insurance for 
bushfire, storm or flood events – avoiding the pitfalls". The 

link is: https://bushfireresilience.org.au/webinar-
recordings/2024-webinar-1/ 
 

The next BRI webinar is Best Practice Property Bushfire 
Risk Reduction on Tuesday 12 November 7.30pm.  
Register for this and other free webinars in the series at 
https://br.org.au/webinar 

BRI Free Webinar Discusses Insurance 

https://insurancecouncil.com.au/
https://bushfireresilience.org.au?ns_url=259n&mid=164490&fch=ee44796f
https://bushfireresilience.org.au?ns_url=259n&mid=164490&fch=ee44796f
https://bushfireresilience.org.au?ns_url=12z&mid=164490&fch=ee44796f
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Briefly 
 

 

Have You Seen This Tractor? 

A  very valuable MF 2615 tractor was stolen from Denver on 16 October. If 
you have seen it or have any information please contact police, the editor 

(5348 7792) or Adrian Jones ajones54cbn@yahoo.com.au (0429 951 824). This 
is one of a spate of thefts of machinery from local properties and is an extremely 
worrying trend for our community. 
 

Idea for Christmas Present 

W ombat Forestcare has a great suggestion for Christmas Present.  On 
Sunday 17 November Millie Ross (Presenter from Gardening Australia) will 

launch the booklet Native Screening Shrubs and Trees, by Jeremy Neal, at the 
Mechanics Institute Hall in Trentham. 
"The need for this publication arose from the increasing use of monoculture 
hedges and dense exotic (non-native) plantings around new subdivisions. 
Considerable effort and expense has gone into establishing screening plants that 
confer little benefit to our local wildlife and oftentimes become problematic in 
surrounding bushland. 
There is a better way! Indigenous plants  – native plants local to your area – will 
support our local fauna. The intention of this booklet is to encourage the re-
establishment of native vegetation, thereby contributing to the health and beauty 
of our environment. 
This booklet is a companion to ‘Grow Wild: Gardening to sustain wildlife in the 
Hepburn Shire’ which contains detailed information on growing these and other 
plants.” 
Booking essential. 10.30am Millie Ross –  https://www.trybooking.com/events/
landing/1301368 
 

Hepburn Shire Bushfire Info on Facebook 

A  Facebook group has been set up over the last six to eight months that 
gives valuable information. The various local CFA brigades contribute 

information about their activities, interesting information and tips for the fire 
season.   
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1524812161133308/  
 

BRI  Free Webinar Series  

T here are still free webinars in the 2024-25 series. Log in to https://br.org.au/
webinar to register to participate or access the webinars from previous 

years. There is a lot of useful advice and information from experts, including the 
late Kevin Tolhurst, and from people with lived experience of bushfires. There is 
also bite-sized quick information about a range of relevant topics. 
 

Best practice property bushfire risk reduction 
7.30-9.00pm AEDT Tuesday 12 November 
Justin Leonard, CSIRO 
Kevin Hazell, Town Planner 
Mark Holland, Country Fire Authority 
 

Understanding our changing bushfire weather 
7.30-9.00pm AEDT Thursday 28 November 
Justin Leonard, CSIRO 
Kevin Parkyn, Bureau of Meteorology 
Mika Peace, Bureau of Meteorology 
 

New Councillors 

C ongratulations to incoming Hepburn Shire councillors Don Henderson, Brian 
Hood, Lesley Hewitt, Tony Clark, Tim Drylie, Pat Hockey and Shirley 

Cornish. There will no longer be a representative for each Ward, which means 
that enquiries can now be directed to any of the seven councillors. 

A s a person growing up in the 1950s 
I believed that defeat of Hitler 

would guarantee the end of wars and 
dictatorships. How wrong I was! Now, 
getting close to 80 years on, I realise 
that Hitler was only one in a long line of 
arrogant psychopaths who believe that 
they have a God-given right to power 
and in doing so inflict misery on 
thousands, if not millions, of vulnerable 
people. The names, dates and 
countries may change, but the pattern 
still remains. Recent events prove that 
the Hitler syndrome is alive and thriving 
in the present age.  
 

The re-election of Donald Trump in the 
United States says a lot about the 
beliefs and prejudices of a lot of people 
in what claims to be a democracy. We 
women of the world need to stand 
together to continue our fight for 
recognition. We have done it in the past 
and no doubt will have to keep on doing 
it in the future. But enough of that! 
Harold, can you help me down from my 
soapbox please? 
 

Christmas is fast approaching. The 
older I get, the harder it is to become 
enthusiastic about it. Over the years, it 
has proved to be a very unpredictable 
time of year, when my best-laid plans 
“gang aft a-gley” as Robert Burns would 
say, so this year I am not making any.  
 

Weather predictions for this summer 
range from being the “hottest and driest 
year on record”, to being one of “cooler 
temperatures and heavy rain”. If the 
experts can’t agree, what hope have 
the rest of us. I will pin my faith in 
nature and see what my garden and 
birds tell me. A whole different group of 
birds have moved in this year in 
addition to the regulars. It is fascinating 
to see who visits the bird bath near our 
window. Sooty and Earnest have 
become used to the activities there and 
now just sit and watch the comings and 
goings: rather like cat TV. 
 

Plants in my garden have not done so 
well with some of our favourites turning 
up their toes. Possibly the echidnas 
excavating around the beds and the 
visiting rabbits haven’t helped, or 
maybe they are just getting old – like 
Harold and I. 

Alice 

Rambling from the  

Bramble Patch 

Glenlyon District News is your community newsletter. If you have something to say 

or information you would like to share, contact the editor at  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com  Deadline for copy :10th of each month 

mailto:ajones54cbn@yahoo.com.au
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1301368
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1301368
https://bushfireresilience.org.au?ns_url=12z&mid=108754&fch=4a1b75a7
https://bushfireresilience.org.au?ns_url=12z&mid=108754&fch=4a1b75a7
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Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue   
             0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

G lenlyon Hall is available for hire. 
For information contact Hall Booking 

officer Charles Prebeg hire@glenlyon.vic.au   
cprebeg@yahoo.com.au  

For the latest information on all community events 
contact events@glenlyon.vic.au    
  

GPA members will regularly be informed of events via 
email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another 
edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community 
information publication under the auspices of the 
Glenlyon Progress Association.  
 

The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or 
Glenlyon Progress Association.   
 

Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to 
the Editor are encouraged.  
 

We continue to welcome suggestions 
and ideas from you.  
 

Contact the editor by  
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com  
or telephone 5348 7792. 

Hall Hire Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2024 

Glenlyon District News  
The original and only not-for-profit community publication 

serving Glenlyon district since 2001  

Are you getting your copy every month? 
From June 2023 The Glenlyon  District News will no 

longer be delivered free to mailboxes. To receive GDN 
each month by email direct to your inbox let us know at  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com   
GDN is also available online at www.glenlyon.vic.au 

A limited number of copies will still be available at 
Glenlyon Hall and at Darryl Wilson Optometrists, 75 

Vincent Street, Daylesford 

Dog walkers are requested to keep their 
dog on a leash at the Reserve.  
 

Please note that the Glenlyon Recreation 
Reserve will be closed to the public on days 
when Pony Club or horse events are taking 
place. 
   

Nov     16 Glenlyon Adult Riding Club 
  17 Glenlyon Pony Club 
       GRRCAC meeting 7pm Pavilion 
 24  Glenlyon Landcare Working Bee 
 

Dec    5/8 Glenlyon Swap Meet 
  14 Glenlyon Community BBQ 
  15 Glenlyon Pony Club 
  21 Glenlyon Adult Riding Club 
 

Jan       1  Glenlyon Sports Club Annual Sports Day 
 

Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

Council Meetings 2024 
Hepburn Shire Council meetings are held on the third 
Tuesday of each month starting at 5:30pm. 

T he timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s 
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au  

From August 2024, Ordinary Meetings will be held in the 
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. 
Please note, due to limited seating capacity, residents 
wishing to attend Council Meetings in person will be re-
quired to register their attendance by10:00am the day 
prior to the meeting. https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/Council/

Council-meetings 
Meetings will be live streamed via Council’s Facebook 
page. 
 

Tuesday 17 December (Location TBA) 
 

Special Meetings 
Tuesday 19 November: Swearing in of Councillors,  
Tuesday 26 November: Election of the Mayor and   
   Deputy Mayor   

mailto:cprebeg@yahoo.com.au
mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au
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Denise’s Garden 

Radical News 
By Gav Barbey 

R adical Fields has received a 2024/25 Project Grant from 
Regional Arts Victoria. We are humbled by this news and 
thrilled to have the support of the government arts sector. 

Meanwhile Radical Fields’ gallery window display continues to 
evolve as curatorial facilitator Gav Barbey brings his sense of 
playful engagement to the never-ending question, “What is art? “ 
Gav has been out front of 45 Vincent Street, Daylesford, asking 
everyone to write their responses on our window. These 
responses will be recorded and developed into a work for our 
Harvest Festival on 22 March at Lyonbank Farm, Glenlyon. 
 

A playground for your creative mind 
'Play', what does it really mean 'to play'? The first thing, and I 
mean the first thing, I was excited and passionate about as a 
very young child to be was an archaeologist. For me, it was the 
curious adventure into the unknown only to discover, imaginate 
that which I could only express through the act of play. I see 
myself now as a creative (for better or worse terms – artist) as 
an archaeologist of sorts, within the pursuit to let go of the 
known or perceived known to meander through the expression 
of discovery, to often start with a technique, skill and initial 
feeling, idea – and then to throw caution to the wind and throw 
myself into play, and on the way discover over and over 
nuances, textures, tones, expressions that draw my imagination 
into a moment we could call reality.  
 

Play is not singular to only humans, many animals have what we 
call a sense of play, and play is essential to our learning, it can 
offer us a sense of the world we explore and ultimately a sense 
of the world we perceive and therefore create. New research 
suggests that modern adults are suffering from a surfeit of 
somberness. We've suppressed our natural play instinct, and 
that's causing all kinds of problems – for ourselves, our children, 
and our planet. "The opposite of play isn't work: it's depression," 
says psychiatrist and play researcher Stuart. "The adult-play 
deficit is becoming a public health crisis." (National Geographic 
01.2024 pages 19-21). 
 

Play may look frivolous, but recent studies indicate that for 
mammals and perhaps for all vertebrates, it may be as essential 

as the need for sleep. Play could be called the happiness drug, 
it sets off a series of neuro-chemical reactions within the body, 
brain, gut and sensory organs (including heart, lungs, liver, 
spleen and kidneys). Play is not always about what we label as 
happiness, it can be the exploration for solving complex 
problems, exploring a journey that often gives us multiple 
expressions of a moment, culminating with what we may label a 
conclusion or final destination. The sense of play is essential to 
the sense of discovery. 
 

Play-based learning has become a thing, something that is 
studied as if it somehow sits outside our innate state of being, 
we have multiple educational labels for play, yet if we could go 
back into our young child self, we would have no need to label 

play as something we have to 
practise, study or label, we would 
recognise that it is as essential to life 
as is breathing. And I ponder that 
even within our harshest dispositions 
of humanities, if play wasn't still there 
within all of us, even if it is as 
automatic as our breath. 
 

To stop playing is to become 
dormant, both within the physical and 
metaphysical, to practise play, to 
become aware of the feelings we 
experience when in play can help 
lead us back to the innate expression 
of playfulness, to throw caution to the 

wind. To participate within what we may feel as silly, to connect 
to ourselves and to others within a non-judgemental separation, 
may just give us a sense of our happiness that may not need a 
label nor explanation. 
 

"Adult play promotes inclusivity, cooperation, creativity, 
adaptivity, and egalitarianism – all qualities that we humans 
could use more of," says Jeff Harry, a play consultant. Radical 
Fields Harvest is the perfect space and time for us to explore the 
energetic freedom found within the serious play of the artistic 
process. 

By Denise Smith 

L ast month, I mentioned that the spotted pardalotes were nesting in a hanging basket… they are still there, with the 
parents zooming in and out every few minutes, and a lot of loud peeping and cheeping at every visit. How they have 
escaped the attention of the dreaded currawongs is beyond me, but so far so good. My nerves and the fuchsia in the 

basket are in a similar state – ragged. I don’t want to water the basket in case I drown the babies, but I will hold my nerve, 
and hope that they fledge soon. We saw an unknown bird in the garden, which we think was a young cuckoo. Surely they 
couldn’t do their egg-laying trick in a hanging basket? Time will tell. 
 

When we came here in 2018, one of my transported treasures was a large pot of hippeastrum ‘Papilio’.They don’t much 
like the cold, so we placed it on the north-facing back verandah, and there it sat, not flowering, for six years. A friend in 
Melbourne, to whom I had gifted a couple of bulbs, is insufferably smug every year, when hers bloom. Well, guess what? 
One flower bud has appeared – if it makes it to maturity I will be delighted. ‘Papilio’ has beautiful burgundy and green 
flowers, and it’s easy to see why it’s name means ‘butterfly’. 
 

Speaking of butterflies, we can’t remember seeing so many so early in the season. Our dark purple lilac has been covered 
in what we think are caper whites. Seems to be a good year for insects, especially hover flies.  
There are so many bees that we have not cut the flowering teucrium hedges, lest we chop 
them up. Will have to wait for a bee-free cloudy day, or do them after dark, wearing miner’s 
lamps. 
 

We haven’t seen an echidna for years, so we were very happy to have a visit from one the 
other evening. He/she trundled around the house, then wandered off into the side paddock.  
Thankfully not in the direction of the road. I hope they eat every one of those hideous 
aggressive jumping ants, which manage to bite me despite boots and thick socks. 
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Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard 

By Mark Raphael 

H ello there, my name is Mark Raphael and I have 
recently taken up custodianship of the former 
“Glenlyon Nutty Fruit Farm” from Joy Durston and 

Claude Forell. Five months have now passed since I moved 
from Melbourne into the little brown brick house nestled 
within the glorious garden on the corner of Spring and 
Collins Streets. I thought it was timely to introduce myself 
now that I can catch a moment ahead of the up-coming 
harvest season. 
 

At 65 years young, and after 40 years in the university and 
research sectors, I thought it was time to chart a new 
course in my life. Having lived in a small town in the 
Wimmera for a time in my younger days, I yearned to return 
to regional Victoria once I retired and so focused on the 
goldfields as my destination.  

 

A dear friend introduced me to Glenlyon in 2023 and I 
quickly grew to love the extraordinary ambiance of its 
beautiful environment; its birds, its rolling hills, its star-filled 
night sky and, yes, even its icy winter weather. When the 
opportunity came up in January this year to inspect Joy and 
Claude’s one acre property, tucked away behind its dense 
windbreak, it was love at first sight, especially when a 
cheery gang of King Parrots alighted in a tree, right above 
my head. I spent the next two months carefully weighing the 
opportunity to take care of Claude’s beloved orchard.  
 

My father, Alex, had been a nurseryman with the Melbourne 
City Council under the leadership of Kevin Heinz, host of 
ABC TV’s “Sow What” gardening show. Dad was a skilled 
horticulturalist and appeared on Kevin’s program on a 
number of occasions. My father loved grafting fruit trees, 
sometimes producing a tree with five different varieties of 

apple adorning the small trunk. I could feel his spirit in 
Claude’s orchard, encouraging me to take the plunge and 
take on the care of Claude’s legacy. Was I up to it? Would 
the learning curve be too steep? Could I take a pair of 
Felcos to the orchard’s 44 espalier and free standing fruit 
trees? And what about the 220 blueberries, lined up in their 
neat rows, all waiting for their June date with the loppers?  
 

To aid in my decision, I met with Claude and he introduced 
me to each of the plants in his orchard, informing me of 
their needs and reassuring me that the trees were always 
forgiving of mistakes, even those of well intentioned 
amateurs like me! Armed with a keen sense of adventure, a 
passion for gardening and a love of Glenlyon, I set about a 
crash course on YouTube, watching countless videos on 
the cultivation of the many varieties of fruit trees and berry 
bushes that adorn the property. In March I submitted my 
offer… and here I am today, the spring season now almost 
gone.  
 

In this edition of the Glenlyon District News you will see a 
notice from me inviting people to register their interest to be 
included in a mailing list so that they can be notified of 
when each variety of fruit is ripe and available to order 
directly from the orchard gate. The remaining fruit will be 
offered for purchase to locals and visitors attending our 
busy markets. 
 

Over the coming months, I plan to write short articles on my 
endeavours in the orchard, perhaps highlighting some of 
the more interesting varieties such as the espalier heirloom 
apples. These include rare varieties dating back to England 
in the 1700s – not something you will readily see in your 
local fruit shop! 
 

This is very much a learning journey for me and I look 
forward to sharing my horticultural adventures, as well as 
the fruits of my labours, with the members of my dear 
Glenlyon community. 

FARM FRESH FRUIT & BERRIES: 

Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard (formerly the Glenlyon 
Nutty Fruit Farm) offers our local community a wide range 
of luscious berries and specialty fruit fresh from our farm 
gate at 18 Spring Street, Glenlyon.  
If you would like to be included in our mailing list to be 
notified when our blueberries, cherries, heirloom apples, 
quinces, raspberries, redcurrants and other delicious fruit 
are ready for harvest, please call Mark on 0484 183 686 
or email glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com 

Greek Taverna at Glenlyon Hall 
Our pop-up Greek Taverna restaurant is coming to the Glenlyon Hall on 6 and 7 December,  

and we invite you to join us for a fun time, new flavours and a unique experience. 
 

This ticketed event includes a three course set menu  
with alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks available for purchase at the event. 

 

Reserve a table of your own or choose communal seating to embrace the essence of community.  
Seating is limited, and bookings are essential. Please follow this link to read the menu and secure your table - 

www.voorouker.com.au/book/p/glenlyon-greek-taverna. 
 

We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com
http://www.voorouker.com.au/book/p/glenlyon-greek-taverna
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Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:  
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167  

Jody Wallace,  
Vice President 5348 4245  

 

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  

friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com   
 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon CFA:  

 Russ Newton 0400 632 479 

Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093 
 

Wombat Forestcare 

Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 
  

Glenlyon Pony Club:  

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176  

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  

gpa@glenlyon.vic.au  
 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  

Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 
 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 
John Mathews 0458008022 
Keith Fletcher 0402985007 

 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169 

glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com 

www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au   
 

Glenlyon Village Market:  

Dan Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Hepburn Seeds Savers: 

Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com  

 

Riding for the Disabled:   

Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

LOCAL GROUP   

CONTACTS 
If you are member of a group 

that would like to be listed 
here contact Wendy  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

Glenlyon Weather Summary - October 2024 
By Edward Benedict 

A ndrew Hitchman had 63.5mm at Dairy Flat Road, Edward 
Benedict 64.5mm at Eldon Street in Glenlyon and Lincoln 

Flynn from Wallaby Road in Wheatsheaf recorded 69mm last 
month for yearly totals of 610mm, 597mm and 648mm respectively. Rainfall 
was recorded on 10 days at Eldon Street. 
 

With the end of the year fast approaching the BOM is predicting one of the 
hottest summers on record with above average rainfall.  
 

“The concept of global warming was created by and for the Chinese in order 
to make the U.S. manufacturing non-competitive.” Donald Trump 

COMING UP 

Tuesday 19 November 
Bushfire Hypothetical 
Fire Station 6.30pm 

 

Thursday 28 November  
Dinner on the Deck 

 

Sunday 30 November  
Christmas at the Hall 

Hall  5pm 
 

Monday 2 December  
Glenlyon Progress Assoc Meeting 

Hall 8.00 pm 
 

Saturday 14 December 
Christmas BBQ 

Reserve  

 

Saturday 21 December 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Hall 9.am 1.00pm 

 

ONGOING  
 

1st MONDAY of even months 
Glenlyon Progress Association  

Hall 8pm 
 

Last  THURSDAY each month 
Dinner on the Deck,   

Hall 7pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Glenlyon Village Market  

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Radical Fieldz Community Art 

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SUNDAY each month  
Pony Club Rally,  
Glenlyon Reserve  

mailto:friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
mailto:glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
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WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space 
–189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar 
door, regional platters and function space available for 
weddings, commitment ceremonies and special occasions. 
Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.  
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

PLUMBER: 
 

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked 
drain specialist.  
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree climber. 
Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. Chipping and 
stump grinding.  
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015  
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

LOCAL BUSINESS  DIRECTORY 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional counselling. 
Strength centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442 

EPA Baffled by Hum 

Local businesses: 
 List your services here to target the local market .  

Contact Wendy on 5348 7792  

email glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

EXCAVATION: Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t excavator. 
Landscaping, trenching, stump and post holes, retaining 
walls and small driveways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

By Wendy McKillop 

R esidents of Wheatsheaf, Coomoora and Glenlyon 
have long been troubled by an unexplained low-
frequency hum. Over the years, various theories have 

been put forward and investigated as to the cause. 
Residents affected have initially blamed the activities of their 
neighbours, but as the noise continues day and night in all 
weather, it became necessary to look elsewhere. It is 
usually worse at night and even continues in times of power 
outages. Wind turbines, NBN towers, gas pipelines and 
irrigation pumps have all been dismissed as being 
responsible. 
 

Complaints to Hepburn Shire Council and to Environment 
Protection Authority (EPA) resulted in a thorough investiga-
tion by EPA using sophisticated equipment. Its employees 
even went as far as attending three properties between 2 
and 3am to try to record the annoying noise. The results of 
these tests have come in with nothing being able to be 
ascertained as to the origin of the sound.  

 
One of the more baffling aspects of the phenomena is that 
not everyone can hear it. However, in the meantime, the 
residents who can hear it continue to have their sleep 
disturbed and are affected by the low-frequency vibration 
causing a range of symptoms including increased heart rate, 
depression, lethargy and breathing difficulty. 
 

EPA officers are at a loss for an explanation. They are not 
alone in their bewilderment. A similar unexplained hum has 
been reported in many other areas within Australia and 
overseas. Our local EPA has not closed the file, but at 
present has no further avenue of exploration. 
 

If you, or someone you know, is also being affected by this 
noise, lodge a complaint with EPA https://
www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-community/environmental-
information/noise/residential-noise/residential-noise-law or 
either email:  Rhys.Irwin@epa.vic.gov.au or 
nightnoise2023@gmail.com or both. 

Written by Bob Beale, science journalist and provided by Galena Debney 

Episode 2 

G um trees also take advantage of another neat evolutionary trick to make the most of another commodity in short 
supply in Australia’s ancient and geologically degraded soils nutrients. Eucalypts allow certain fungi to invade the 
moist environment round their slender feeder roots. In return, they take a share of the nutrients the hair-like fungal 

tendrils extract very efficiently from the soil. Eucalypt seedlings raised with these host fungi CSIRO scientists in WA 
discovered, may initially grow to ten times the size of those raised in sterile conditions. 
 

While these complex relationships are occurring underground, the ubiquitous gum also plays willing, and 
unwilling, host to a variety of creatures above ground, birds, mammals, microbes and a large array of spiders, 
beetles, moths and other insects that rest in its hollows, feed off its leaves and sap, or prey on other creatures 
further down the food chain. Ecologists are aware the gum trees may be the single most important link in the 
food chain over large parts of the continent. “They’re a sort of fountain of life,” says environmental consultant Dr 
Andrew Smith of Armidale, NSW, an expert on eucalypts dieback. 

Secret Life of Gum Trees 
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