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Broken promise - Failure to legislate the Wombat-Lerderderg National Park  

Covering Coomoora, Denver, Drummond, Glenlyon, Porcupine Ridge and Wheatsheaf 

Established 2001        Member CNAV 

By Gayle Osborne 

I n numerous emails and letters, the Minister for the 
Environment, the Hon Steve Dimopoulos, promised to 
introduce the Bill to the Victorian Parliament to establish 

the Wombat-Lerderderg and Mount Buangor National Parks 
this year. Thursday 28 November was the last sitting day for 
the year and the Bill was not 
tabled. 
 

We are quite shocked; this was 
a very specific undertaking that 
was not carried out and now the 
promise to legislate the parks 
next year has become quite 
vague regarding timing. I know 
that not everyone thinks that we 
need a National Park, but a 
great deal of misinformation 
about parks has been asserted 
by those with a vested interest in 
four-wheel-driving, hunting and 
camping without constraint.  
 

National Parks are the 
cornerstone of environmental conservation in Australia. In the 
Wombat Forest we have many creatures that are threatened 
with extinction, such as Greater Gliders and Powerful Owls, 
that need protection from activities that threaten their 
survival. There are only five Wombat Leafless Bossiaea 
plants remaining in the wild and they are all in the Wombat 
Forest. Would it be acceptable to camp on top of one of 
these, or to camp on the habitat of the endangered Mountain 
Skink? 
 

There are claims that four-wheel-drivers keep tracks open for 

firefighting access; however, there are many four-wheel-
drivers who illegally access tracks that have winter closures 
and create incredibly deep muddy ruts and bogs that make 
the tracks inaccessible for firefighting vehicles. It is illegal to 
camp within 20 metres of a waterway, yet if you walk along 
the Lerderderg River after a busy weekend there is flattened 

and cleared vegetation and 
toilet paper strewn through the 
bush. There is a need to 
regulate camping and provide 
toilet facilities so that the 
environment is not destroyed, 
and waterways remain 
uncontaminated. An example 
of regulated camping is found 
at Lerderderg State Park 
(managed under the National 
Parks Act) where there is a 
campground with fire pits and 
a toilet block. It is worth 
remembering that only 23,000 
hectares of the Wombat with 
high conservation values is to 

be in the promised national park; the remaining 22,000 
hectares will mainly be regional parks. Regional parks allow 
for dog walking, horse riding and camping and are mainly to 
be located around townships.   
 

Although logging has ceased in Victoria, as the Wombat is a 
state forest which is managed for its resources (logging and 
mining), should the Liberals gain power they have stated that 
they would reintroduce logging in Victoria. It is critical that our 
parks are legislated in this term of government. 
 

New Year’s Day Sports’ Day 

E njoy New Years Day at the Glenlyon Sports Club annual event on 
Wednesday 1 January at the Glenlyon Reserve.  
 

This long-running old-time sports day, entirely run by volunteers, includes competitive 
woodchopping, bullboar eating and mineral water drinking competitions. The day also includes equestrian events, CFA 

spinning wheel, raffles and other old-time novelty events. There will be plenty for the children to do this year, including a 
petting zoo, face painting, kids’ corner and running races. With the exception of the wood chopping, all events can be 
entered on the day.  
 

Gates open at 11am. The price is $15 per adult, kids and parking free, with all proceeds (expected to total 
nearly $17,000 this year) being donated back into our local community. 
 

Bring your friends to a memorable day! Pack a picnic, choose something to purchase from St Michael’s 
Primary School stall or catering facilities with a good selection of food.  A bar will be available.  
Check us out on Facebook.  
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Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 1300 094 535 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue   
             0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

G lenlyon Hall is available 
for hire. 
For information contact 
Hall Booking officer Charles Prebeg 

hire@glenlyon.vic.au   cprebeg@yahoo.com.au  

For the latest information on all community events 
contact events@glenlyon.vic.au    
  

GPA members will regularly be informed of events via 
email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another 
edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community 
information publication under the auspices of the 
Glenlyon Progress Association.  
 

The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or 
Glenlyon Progress Association.   
 

Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to 
the Editor are encouraged.  
 

We continue to welcome suggestions 
and ideas from you.  
 

Contact the editor by  
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com  
or telephone 5348 7792. 

Hall Hire Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2024 

Glenlyon District News  
The original and only not-for-profit community publication 

serving Glenlyon district since 2001  

Are you getting your copy every month? 
 

To receive GDN each month by email direct to your inbox 
let us know at glenlyonnews@gmail.com   

GDN is also available online at 
www.glenlyon.vic.au 

 
A limited number of paper copies will 
still be available at Glenlyon Hall and 

at Darryl Wilson Optometrists, 75 
Vincent Street, Daylesford 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve is a on-
leash area under the Hepburn Shire 
Council.  
 

Please note that the Glenlyon Recreation 
Reserve will be closed to the public on 
days when Pony Club or horse events are 
taking place. 
   

Dec     
  14 Glenlyon Community BBQ 
 15 Glenlyon Pony Club 
 21 Glenlyon Adult Riding Club 
Jan      1  Glenlyon Sports Club Annual Sports Day 
 

Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

Council Meetings 2024 
Hepburn Shire Council meetings are held on the third 
Tuesday of each month starting at 5:30pm. 

T he timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s 
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au  

From August 2024, Ordinary Meetings will be held in the 
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. 
Please note, due to limited seating capacity, residents 
wishing to attend Council Meetings in person will be 
required to register their attendance by10:00am the day 
prior to the meeting. https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/Council/

Council-meetings 
Meetings will be live streamed via Council’s Facebook 
page. 
 

Tuesday 17 December  

Glenlyon District News is your community  

newsletter.  

If you have something to say or information you 

would like to share, contact the editor at  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com   

Deadline for copy :10th of each month. 

(A limit of 500 words or less is appreciated) 

mailto:cprebeg@yahoo.com.au
mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au
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Briefly 
 

 

Wheatsheaf Community Garage Sale  
By Janet Quilty 

T he garage sale weekend was once again very successful, with a 
record 19 households taking part. There was a buzz around the 

community for the weekend and most of us had really good sales 
results. We are very pleased to be able to make a donation of $600 to 
show our appreciation to our local Glenlyon CFA, who do such a wonderful job 
of keeping us safe. 
 

New Mayor and Deputy for Hepburn 

C ongratulations to  Councillor Don Henderson on being elected Mayor and 
Councillor Lesley as Hewitt Deputy Mayor for the first year of the new four

-year Council term. Both councillors have served as mayor previously and 
bring a wealth of experience to their roles.  
 

Where is This Tractor? 

T his very valuable Massey Ferguson 916X 
tractor was stolen from Denver on 16 

October. If you have seen it or have any 
information please contact police, the editor 
(5348 7792) or Adrian Jones. This is one of a 
spate of thefts of machinery from local 
properties and is an extremely worrying trend for 
our community. 
 

Community Dinners on the Deck 

D inner on the Deck has been a major fundraiser and source of income for 
GPA to maintain the Hall for several years. The tradition will continue 

under the new committee. In December the last Thursday falls on Boxing Day, 
therefore a dinner will not be held in that month. These very popular dinners 
will continue next year, with the first one for the year due to be held on 
Thursday 30 January. For more information and to register your interest email 
events@glenlyon.vic.au    
 

Want to be part of a Community Fireguard Group? 

A re there any residents who would like to form a Fireguard Group in their 
local area? CFA has advised that there is a limited amount of funding 

available to establish new groups. Community Fireguard is a program to help 
residents make informed choices about leaving early and the resources 
needed to defend a property.  https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/your-
local-area-info-and-advice/community-fireguard 
If you are interested in forming or being part of a group contact Andrew 
Azzopardi, Community Safety Co-ordinator at Glenlyon Fire Brigade on 
5348 7792, or email macazzop@outlook.com for more information.  
 

Council Calls Out Bad Behaviour 

H epburn Shire Council is deeply concerned about some recent 
acts of antisocial behaviour around the Shire. Hepburn Shire 

has long prided itself on being a welcoming, inclusive and 
supportive community that practices respect and celebrates 
diversity. However, recently Council has been made aware of 
several appalling incidents that are intending to spread hate and fear.   
Mayor, Cr Don Henderson, said that he, the Councillor group and the 
organisation will not tolerate the few in the community who attempt to spread 
misinformation and deface public property with discriminatory lan-
guage. “Council stands firm in its commitment to combating hate in all forms. 
Council will not tolerate homophobia, racism or any behaviour that seeks to 
diminish and devalue another’s life experience. We are proud of the diverse, 
vibrant, and inclusive community we live in. Together, we will continue to stand 
against hate and discrimination in all forms. We urge anyone witnessing such 
behaviour to report it to the relevant authorities and to stand with those who 
are affected by it,” said Cr Henderson.  
Council encourages anyone who is affected by these recent incidents to reach 
out to medical professionals for support.  

C hristmas is one of those times of 
year when I realise how much my 

values have changed throughout my 
lifetime.  
 

As a young child there was excitement 
at the prospect of opening presents from 
Santa on Christmas morning. I recall 
trying to stay awake to see if I could 
catch sight of the reindeer and sleigh. 
Invariably sleepy eyes would close, and 
in the morning there would be all those 
lovely wrapped items, hopefully 
containing the fulfilment of wishes 
whispered to department store “Santa”. 
Ah the wonder of it all! 
 

As an older child, Christmas was a time 
of holidays from school and time spent 
with friends at the beach. No year was 
complete without scabby nose and 
peeling each other’s skin after sunburn. 
No thought then of the skin cancer to 
follow. 
 

When I was a teenager and young adult, 
Christmas and New Year was party 
time. Thoughts were consumed by 
elaborate preparations to look my best 
in the latest fashion, staying out until the 
wee small hours and recovery the next 
day to do it all again.  
 

Then there were the years of struggle as 
a young wife to make a home, the full 
turn of the circle as a mother to see 
again the excitement in my son’s eyes 
when Santa brought the much coveted 
toy. Little do the young know about the 
angst and sacrifice involved in that 
miracle. 
 

Now the years have passed and there is 
so little that Harold or I need or want. 
Material goods no longer hold the same 
attraction to us. As grandparents and 
great-grandparents, we watch in despair 
the unfolding world situation and fear for 
the future of coming generations. 
 

I wonder whether I am any wiser or 
happier than I was when, as a young 
person, I danced through life thinking 
only of myself. Now I see the true evil 
that humanity is capable of, but I also 
know of the potential for unselfish care 
and compassion. My Christmas wish is 
for each person to embrace the positive 

side of their nature. 
 

Wishing all my readers a happy 
and peace-filled Christmas and 
New Year. 

Alice 

Rambling from the  

Bramble Patch 

mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
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How Prepared are You This Fire Season? 

Written by Bob Beale, science journalist and provided by 

Galena Debney 

Episode 3 

T o preserve it’s heartwood, for the structural strength 
it gives the tree, the eucalypt has still more tricks up 
its sleeve.  As it grows and the thick outer layer of 

sapwood converts to heartwood, the tree withdraws as 
much of the precious nutrients as it can from that wood then 
pumps in toxins. “This natural ‘preservative’ explains why 
eucalypt wood is favoured for outdoor uses”, notes Dr John 
Turner, formerly director of Research at NSW State Forests.  
It also explains why eucalypt blocks were sent to pave the 
streets of London and Edinburgh in the 1890s and wood 
from Australian gums was used as railway sleepers in Africa 
and India.   

 

Even the blood-red “gum” or kino, 
that eucalypts secrete in 
response to insect attack or 
wounding is another form of 
chemical warfare. Unlike true 
“gum” a rubbery water-soluble gel 
that oozes from wattle trees and 
is an important source of winter 
food for many animals, kino is 
inedible. It acts as a barrier 

against wood-boring insects and hardens rapidly to clog 
wounds. The tree may later form thick “burls” around such 
wounds or infections sites to seal them off. 
 

The leaves too, contain chemical compounds like tannins 
and oils to deter leaf-eaters and some infectious microbes.  
Nevertheless, foresters estimate that insects will eat about 
15 per cent of all the leaves a healthy gum tree produces.  
In winter, menacing mobs of spitfire grubs attack. In spring, 
leaf-beetles chew leaf fibres, and eucalyptus weevils mine 
out the soft inner tissue. In summer the stinging cup-moth 
caterpillars and adult Christmas beetles chomp away. “The 
tree never really gets a break. It continues to replace all that 
is eaten and provides a home and food for insects all the 
year round” says Dr Jill Landsberg, a senior research 
scientist with the CSIRO Division of Wildlife and Ecology. 
 

In such a high risk environment, it is no accident that gum 
trees produce huge quantities of seeds. A river red gum 
may produce more than 24 million seeds a year at the peak 
of its 100 year life span, a high rate for a plant that needs to 
reproduce itself successfully only once. 
 

Ants may consume most of the seeds. Indeed, they are so 
efficient at this that mountain ash forests sometimes get no 
new recruits until a bushfire kills off enough ants to let some 
seeds germinate, a strange twist on the David and Goliath 
story. 

Secret Life of Gum Trees continued 

By Andrew Azzopardi 

H ow a changing climate can potentially affect bushfire 
behaviour in the future was a topic discussed in the 
fourth webinar presented by Bushfire Resilience Inc 

(BRI). Kevin Parkyn and Mika Peace from the Bureau of 
Meteorology said that there are indications for warmer 
summers with increased temperatures during the day with 
limited cooling over night-time. Long-range weather 
forecasting is predicting an overall changing climate across 
southern and eastern Australia is likely to produce an 
increased risk of bushfire for residents, due to more 
heatwaves and drought periods predicted. The bushfire 
season could potentially start earlier and last longer. This 
would lead to surface vegetation drying out more quickly and 
causing fires to burn hotter. In turn this could increase the 
intensity, duration and frequency of fire events over future 
summers. 
 

The Fire Danger Period for 2024/25 commenced in Hepburn 
Shire and some neighbouring shires on Monday 25 
November and is likely to end in late April or early May. 
Burning off can no longer take place, unless approved with a 
written permit from https://firepermits.vic.gov.au/ or the 
Municipal Fire Prevention Officer from Hepburn Shire 
Council. All preparations for burning off must be taken care 
of beforehand with weather, wind, including changes, and 
fuel load carefully monitored.  
 

It’s now time for residents to keep properties cleared  by 
mowing or slashing vegetation around the house.  Firewood 
and excess items should be moved from verandahs, decking 
or close to sheds.  
 

Families could use this holiday season to work out their Fire 
Plan of action and discuss what to do if a fire starts locally. 
Leaving early in the morning is the safest option, but plans 

need to be made about what roads or locations to travel to. 
Families should monitor the situation as early as possible by 
listening to ABC radio Melbourne 774AM, Ballarat 107.9FM, 
Central Victoria (Bendigo) 91.1FM or via the Vic Emergency 
app or website.  
An Evacuation Bag or bags can be made ready to save time 
if there is a need for the family to relocate out of the area 
suddenly and be unable to return for a couple of days. 
Ideally this would contain a range of items including: 

Changes of clothes for all family members. 
Portable computer drive backed up with family/home 

identification, insurance documents, banking 
information, personal photos etc.  

Phone, tablet or laptop with charging devices. 
Medications, toiletries, water bottles and some non-

perishable food such as muesli bars etc. 
Purse or wallets with bank or ID cards and cash. 
Pets will need to be considered as well – food, bowls, 

medications, leads and bedding. 
 

Maintaining communication with family and neighbours is 
important. Let others know if you are intending to leave and 
to where you are heading. WhatsApp on your mobile phone  
is an instant messaging service that can be set up between 
family members, neighbours or groups, such as Community 
Fireguard to provide local and relevant information to 
members of your group. Weather patterns can be used as a 
catalyst for action. If temperatures for the week ahead are 
rising from mid-20 to mid to high 30 degrees accompanied 
by increased wind speeds, you should be planning for 
possible fire activity in your area. A good formula to 
remember is the 30/30/30 days: temperatures over 30 
degrees, with less than 30% humidity and more than 30kmh 
winds will make fires difficult to contain.  

https://firepermits.vic.gov.au/
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By Mark Raphael 

H ello there! I firstly want to thank everyone who contacted me to register their interest in being included in my mailing 
list so that they can be notified of when each variety of fruit is ripe and available to purchase from the orchard gate. 
The mailing list is open to everyone so please see my advertisement in this edition of the Glenlyon District News 

and contact me to be included in notifications. 
 

The past month has been rather hectic. A race with the changing of the seasons, the welcome 
ripening of the fruit, the unseasonably wet and humid conditions and our darling little birds. The 
bright green ocean of blueberries is now turning distinctly purple, with hints of deep indigo. There 
are a variety of cultivars that make up the twelve rows of plants. Mainly the large Australian-bred 
Highbush variety “Brigitta” but with some notable exceptions sprinkled here and there. Those 
earlier ripening varieties are producing some really huge berries that have the distinct flavour of 
sherbet! My mind immediately goes back to the sherbet bomb gob-stoppers we used to get from 
our local milk bar. 
 

Cherries are also ripening with both sweet and sour varieties. The recent heavy rains and warm humid conditions are 
proving a challenge for some of the trees. Cherries are to be pruned in late summer, not winter, to prevent disease. I 
pruned the apples and pears back in June but the cherries were left until February. Unfortunately this has resulted in a 
heavy canopy of leaves and many crossing branches, reducing airflow and sunlight to the centre of the plants. Not ideal for 
the cherries ripening below, especially in humid conditions. Much learning is taking place, even if the lessons are painful to 
endure. I am looking forward to February and have my Japanese Silky saw standing ready in its scabbard. Its going to see 
some samurai action! 
 

The entire orchard sits under a nylon net, with holes that are around 1cm in diameter. Plenty large enough for the bees 
(and the flies!) to navigate but too small for our feathered friends. Like all man-made structures subjected to the rigours of 
the weather, falling sticks and misplaced line trimmers, the net had accumulated a number of holes in it when I first took up 

the property in June. Kitted up with a safety harness, carabiners and ropes, I learned 
to safely scale up to the net’s 4.2-meter ceiling on my ladders to mend the holes in the 
ceiling around the poles and in also in the centre of the net. Sometimes repairing with 
a patch of netting, sometimes simply darning up a small hole with my tough polyester 
thread. I got around to all the major holes, the ones favoured by blackbirds and 
crimson rosellas, and was feeling pretty confident that the crop would be safe against 
birdstrike. Well, the Silvereyes, Yellow-faced Honeyeaters and Firetails had other 
ideas. It is said that a camel cannot pass through the eye of a needle but, apparently, 
a Silvereye can. And what about that Blackbird that has taken up residence in the 
quince tree and refuses to budge under any circumstances? 
 

Our bird friends are real creatures of habit. They have doorways in and doorways out. 
Close their exit and they go frantic, even if the huge gate to the orchard is wide open 
in front of them. In winter, with no leaves on the trees, a pair of orange flags waved in 
the air was enough to have them all bolt. Now the foliage is too dense for them to see 
the flags, or perhaps they have learned that a waving flag is not that scary after all.  
 

If you are walking down Collins Road and spot a fellow atop his orchard ladder, 
sewing up holes the size of a 10 cent piece, give him a wave. He needs all the 
encouragement he can get. 

FARM FRESH FRUIT & BERRIES: 

Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard 
(formerly the Glenlyon Nutty Fruit 
Farm) offers our local community a 
wide range of luscious berries and 
specialty fruit, fresh from our farm gate 
at 18 Spring Street, Glenlyon.  
If you would like to be included in our 
mailing list to be notified when our 
blueberries, cherries, heirloom apples, 
quinces, raspberries, redcurrants and 
other delicious fruit are ready for 
harvest, please call Mark on 0484 183 
686 or email  
glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com  

From the Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard 

FOR SALE 
 

1999 Ford Falcon XH Gli Longreach utility with fibreglass 
canopy 
 

 
 
Unregistered. Suit 
restoration or parts. 
 
 

$600 ONO 
 
Phone Andrew  
0402 414 954 
 

 

mailto:glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com
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Denise’s Garden 

Glenlyon Christmas Fair  

By Denise Smith 

S adly, I have to report the loss of our nestling spotted pardalotes. Just a few weeks ago, when I last wrote, we were 
expecting them to fledge any day, but one morning there was an ominous silence. We think that the culprit 
climbed down the chain from which the hanging basket is suspended.  We suspect rat or possum, or even a 

snake, as we have previously seen one slithering down from the roof. Anyway, after months of work, and delight for us, 
the parent birds have wasted their effort. Oh dear. 
 

I know that it is tempting to assign human attributes to animals, (or birds) but that pair of pardalotes have turned up every 
day since this event, calling and looking for their offspring, and I swear that what I see on their dear little faces is 
bewilderment. I am somewhat consoled by the fact that animals and birds usually kill each other for food, and therefore 
survival. Unlike humans, who will also kill each other for power, money, or in the name of 
religion. On a brighter note, we have had some useful rain recently. The grass was starting 
to crunch as you walked on it, but at the moment it’s a satisfying squelch. 
 

The hippeastrum ‘Papilio’ mentioned last month has a flower stem open, and liliums are 
nearly out. We are about to have a VERY late strike at the vegetable planting, but have 
been delayed by weather, old age, and approximately 240,000 strawberries to pick. 
Raspberries are starting to ripen, and there is a large crop of redcurrants. The dahlia bed 
is growing at a rate which is almost frightening, and proves that leaving the tubers in the 
ground, under a heavy lucerne mulch, was successful, despite the frosts. So many jobs, 
so little time. 
 

Season’s greetings to all. 

By Ada Donker 

T he annual Glenlyon Christmas Fair was a spectacular celebration that brought together a vibrant mix of residents and 
visitors from Glenlyon and its neighbouring areas. Reflecting on this gathering, it’s clear how it fostered a strong 
sense of community and spread joy throughout this Christmas season. 

 

Stepping into the Glenlyon Town Hall was like entering a Christmas wonderland! The air buzzed with excitement as twinkling 
lights and festive garlands transformed the hall into a cheerful celebration. The mouthwatering aroma of sizzling sausages 
wafted from the BBQ, beckoning everyone to indulge in a delicious meal that perfectly complemented the festive atmos-
phere. One of the standout moments of the Christmas Fair was undoubtedly the live music. Three talented groups graced 
the stage, each bringing their own unique flair. The Daylesford Honey Tones Choir filled the hall with sweet voices, while the 
Glenlyon Ukulele Group had everyone tapping their feet to their lively tunes. Freya and Tom McGowan from Ballarat 
captivated the audience with their brilliant performance. At just 14 years old, Freya showcased her beautiful voice and 

engaging stage presence, performing alongside her father, Tom. It was heartwarming to see attendees of all ages– children 

giggling and dancing alongside grandparents – creating a joyful tapestry of movement and melody. Music truly has a magical 
way of uniting us, and these performances added an extra sparkle to the festive spirit. 

 

What’s Christmas without a visit from Father Christmas? His 
grand entrance was met with cheers and applause, as he greeted 
the children. Santa’s presence reminded us all of the magic that 
this season brings, igniting smiles and laughter throughout the 
hall. The fair was bustling with delightful Christmas-themed 
activities that added to the merriment. The best-dressed award 
had attendees showcasing their most festive outfits, creating a 
colourful parade of holiday cheer. Participants gathered around 
tables for the Christmas gift-wrapping competition, where 
creativity flowed as they demonstrated their wrapping prowess 
with ribbons and bows. 
 

Equally delightful was the gingerbread competition, where locals 
displayed their culinary talents through impressive gingerbread 
creations. Each entry was a testament to love and effort, leaving 
everyone in awe of these edible masterpieces. 
This year’s Glenlyon Community Christmas Fair at the Town Hall 
was more than just an event; it was a celebration of community 
unity, and joy that encapsulated the true spirit of Christmas. This 
gathering reminded us all that together we can create cherished 
moments that illuminate our lives and strengthen our bonds as a 
community during this magical time of year. 
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That’s Progress 

Bushfire Hypothetical  

By Wendy McKillop 

T he Glenlyon Progress Association (GPA) meeting on 
Monday night 2 November was the second meeting 
held under the new committee. Since the election in 

August, there have been a few changes to the committee, 
President, Krystyna Croft explained. Elected secretary, 
Margaret Lockwood resigned from the position and from the 
committee and Charles Prebeg resigned as treasurer but 
remained on the committee as an Ordinary Member. 
Bronwyn Rowbotham has stepped up from Ordinary Member 
to take on the role of treasurer and the committee has 
appointed Brett Dunlop as secretary. Questions were raised 
from the floor by members who questioned the legality of the 
appointments, however it was explained that the changes 
were made in consultation with the Association’s governing 
Rules which do not necessitate another election and require 
the position to be filled within 14 days. It is to be hoped that 
the new committee will settle in and sort out the communica-
tion problems that have been evident in the last couple of 
months.  
 

Despite its internal problems the committee has organised 
some very successful events. The Dinner on the Deck on 28 
November was attended by 60 people who enjoyed pizza 
from a mobile wood-fired oven. A Dinner on the Deck will not 
be held in December because the date will fall on Boxing 
Day. Regular community dinners will return in January. The 
Christmas Party with market stalls and live music went well 
after threatening rain earlier in the day cleared. More events 
are being planned for next year.  
 

The Forest Film Society 3461 is getting together to plan the 
next season, which is expected to commence on the first 
Friday of March. Watch out for more news as it comes to 
hand on this. 

 

The subject of chemical use by CFA in 
the old fire shed was raised again. The 
Glenlyon Brigade members built the shed 
next to the Hall in 1982 and operated 
there until 2013 when the brigade moved 
across the road to the present purpose-built fire station. The 
old fire shed was returned to the community under the 
management of GPA. After the matter was first raised, 
enquiries showed that under its tenure at the old shed the 
Brigade primarily used water for firefighting, some Class A 
foam and wetting agent. A CFA publication (classafoam-
brochure-public.pdf) states “All class A foams approved for 
use in Victoria must be at least 60% biodegradable within 28 
days. Class A foam used by CFA is 100% biodegradable 
within 14-30 days. Wetting agent used by CFA is 80% 
biodegradable within 72 hours.”  Use of any additional 
chemicals did not come into effect until after the brigade 
moved to its new location. It was recommended the subject 
be taken up further privately with CFA. 
 

Attention was drawn to the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve 
Pavilion Redevelopment Project. A representative from GPA 
is invited to take part in the consultation group.  
 

The recent work undertaken on the Telstra communication 
tower caused various problems for residents with some 
reporting no change and others having no 
internet and house phone coverage as 
well as no mobile reception. The outages 
serve as a warning to look into your 
communication technology set-up coming 
into the fire season. 

By Wendy McKillop 

A s part of the bushfire awareness program to assist 
with the preparation of bushfire plans, CFA 
Community Safety from District 15 at Wendouree, 

arranged a Hypothetical evening at Glenlyon Fire Station on 
Tuesday 19 November. Daylesford brigade Community 
Safety Presenters Heather and Peter Bullen led the 
proceedings. The workshop was well attended with 22 
residents from Glenlyon and surrounding areas taking part.  
 

The setting for the Hypothetical was the fictitious town of 
Seraphine, which roughly approximated Glenlyon, surround-
ed by some forest and farmland. The attendees were divided 
into three groups with each group assigned an identity. 
Group A was a BBQ with family and friends and including 
their elderly father who lived with them in a granny flat. 
Group B was a woman with teenage children. Her partner 
was away and she was preparing to mow her lawn. They 

also had an assortment of pets including the daughter’s 
pony. Group C was an elderly couple who had moved from a 
farm to be close to town, didn’t have a fire plan. He had 
recently had heart surgery and she had a hip-replacement. 
They were looking after their seven-year-old grandson. 
 

It was 1.30pm on Sunday 29 February; the day was 
described as being one of High Fire Danger with 30 degree 
temperature, 15% humidity and 25kmph NNW wind. For the 
purpose of the exercise it was supposed that a small fire 
started to the north of the township. With the aid of the 
relevant fire warnings that would be issued on the day and 
associated weather reports, the advance of the fire was 
tracked by the groups and their responses discussed. As the 
evening progressed, the fire advanced and a few more 
hypothetical were issues thrown in, the groups discovered 
that not all their responses were as appropriate as they first 
thought. There were, for instance, the added problems of 
how much alcohol had been consumed at the BBQ, which 
was the best road for the elderly couple to take and what to 
do about the daughter’s pet pony when the horse float had a 
flat tyre? 
 

The evening was a great success with everyone learning 
something new. Many thanks to CFA District 15 Wendouree, 
Presenters Heather and Peter Bullen, Glenlyon Brigade 
Captain Russ Newton and Community Safety Officer Andrew 
Azzopardi for organising the workshop. 
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Daylesford Field & Game Assoc:  
Dave Collins, President 5348 3167  

Jody Wallace,  
Vice President 5348 4245  

 

Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  

friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com   
 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  

Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 
 

Glenlyon CFA:  

 Russ Newton 0400 632 479 

Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093 
 

Wombat Forestcare 

Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 
  

Glenlyon Pony Club:  

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176  

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  

gpa@glenlyon.vic.au  
 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  

Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 
 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 
John Mathews 0458008022 
Keith Fletcher 0402985007 

 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169 

glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com 

www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au   
 

Glenlyon Village Market:  

Dan Harris 0458 798 976 
 

Hepburn Seeds Savers: 

Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com  

 

Riding for the Disabled:   

Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

LOCAL GROUP   

CONTACTS 
If you are member of a group 

that would like to be listed 
here contact Wendy  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

Glenlyon Weather Summary -  November 2024 
By Edward Benedict 

A ndrew Hitchman recorded 59mm at Dairy Flat 
Road, Edward Benedict 56mm at Eldon Street in 
Glenlyon and Lincoln Flynn from Wallaby Road in 

Wheatsheaf recorded 60mm last month for yearly totals 
of 610mm, 653mm and 708mm respectively. Rainfall 
was recorded on 9 days at Eldon Street.  
The long-range forecast for January to March shows:  
rainfall is likely to be within the typical range for the season for most areas 
warmer than average days are likely across large parts of the country 
warmer than average nights are very likely across almost all of Australia 
with an increased chance of unusually high overnight temperatures 
nationwide. 
 

“A day without sunshine is, you know, night.” Steve Martin 

COMING UP 
 

Saturday 21 December 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Hall 9.am 1.00pm 
 

Wednesday 1 January 
New Year’s Day  

Mixed Sports” Day 
Reserve 11am 

 

Saturday 18 January 
Radical Fields 

Hall 9.am 1.00pm 
 

Thursday 30 January  
Dinner on the Deck 

 

Monday 3 February 
Glenlyon Progress Assoc Meeting 

Hall 8.00 pm 

ONGOING  
 

1st MONDAY of even months 
Glenlyon Progress Association  

Hall 8pm 
 

Last  THURSDAY each month 
Dinner on the Deck,   

Hall 7pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Glenlyon Village Market  

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Radical Fieldz Community Art 

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SUNDAY each month  
Pony Club Rally,  
Glenlyon Reserve 

Glenlyon District News wishes all 

our readers a Merry Christmas and 

a Safe and Happy New Year 

mailto:friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
mailto:glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
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WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door, 
regional platters and function space available for weddings, 
commitment ceremonies and special occasions. Open 
weekends, public holidays or by appointment.  
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

PLUMBER: 
 

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked 
drain specialist.  
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree climber. 
Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. Chipping and 
stump grinding.  
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015  
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

LOCAL BUSINESS  DIRECTORY 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional counselling. 
Strength centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442 

Radical Fields 

Local businesses: 
 List your services here  

to target the local market through a circulation of over 600.  
Contact Wendy on 5348 7792  

email glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

EXCAVATION:Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t excavator. 
Landscaping, trenching, stump and post holes, retaining 
walls and small driveways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

By Anthony Sawrey 

G lenlyon Hall Community Mural: On Saturday 18 
January 2-6pm Radical Fields’ welcomes 
everyone to participate as we continue with our 

community mural out front of the Glenlyon Hall. Our goal is 
to create a text-based portrait of local knowledge and 
insights about our region. Anything from information about 
local flora and fauna to farming knowledge, climate 
observations, gardening tips, recipes, land care, bushfire 
safety, and especially local history. No painting experience 
required and everyone in the community is encouraged to 
join for this all ages and abilities event. We proudly 
acknowledge our supporters and thank them for their 
generous support  Haymes Paint for their donation of 
pavement paint and the Glenlyon Progress Association for 
providing light refreshments.  
 

Red Dot Fundraiser: At the 
same time, inside the Glenlyon 
Hall Radical Fields’ invites you 
to join us for this special 
showcase of regional artists and 
local producers as we raise 
funds for our Harvest Festival 
2025. Come along for an 
afternoon of art, live auctions, 
raffle prizes and live music in 
support of regional artists.   
 

Meet the Artists: Lixa Brandt 
AKA Futurelic manufacturer of 
Robotic Organisms is a 
filmmaker, performance and 
sculpture artist. Over a long 
career Lixa has worked on a variety of projects delving into 
alien worlds and environments. Often these alien worlds 
exist right next to us. In the recess and corners of our homes 
and gardens. There is no doubt her sympathies lie with the 
marginalised creatures of our planet. The small and hidden 

that must camouflage themselves to survive in the realms of 
civilisation and development. For the Radical Fields harvest 
event, Lixa will be presenting a performance sculpture work 
called the Futurelic Farm Spyder, a triple camouflage 
creature living its existence on the margins of our percep-
tions. There and not there. Hidden in plain sight. Alien yet 
endemic. 
 

Lixa explains that the work in development is wearable art 
based on the form of a spider. It is a totemism version of all 
arachnids or in her words "THE spider of spiders." While this 
time around the piece is an eight legged bug, Lixa is 
interested in all forms of out-of-the way creatures from 
snakes, insects to birds and tiny mammals that hide in the 
recesses of our lives. They manage to survive despite man's 
encroachment of their environment. They are there but the 
only reason they are there is because we don’t know about 
them or because some people don’t mind having such 
things around.  
 

“I don’t do human,” she says. “I don’t use human constructs 
in anything I do. I only have an interest in outsider things, 
outside of the box of farm in this case.”  
 

To bring about her concepts, Lixa Brandt refers to the 
concept of alchemy. Of searching for materials with different 
structures that offer contrasting layers of protection while 
blending into the environment. While the surface of her 
sculpture shell may be rusted steel, the weathered remains 
of a long forgotten car, other layers may be plastics, or 
organic insulation keeping in with the characteristics of the 
creatures she is interested in. Nonetheless there is still a lot 
of work to do before March.   
 

“I have to do a bit of research on this particular spider to 
work out what its tricks are and its colours, so that anyone 
who views it who is a bug freak will know straight away what 
I’ve based my work on.”   
 

Meet Lixa at the next Glenlyon Village Market on Saturday 
21 December 9am-1pm at the Glenlyon Hall.  

photo provided by artist: 

Bounty Hunter Fly 2020  

by Lixa Brandt  


