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Issue No  277 

March 2025 

Understanding the new Australian Fire Danger Ratings System  

Covering Coomoora, Denver, Drummond, Glenlyon, Porcupine Ridge and Wheatsheaf 

Established 2001        Member CNAV 

By Andrew Azzopardi 

Y ou may have noticed the four-colour fire danger rating signs on roadsides of major highways, freeways and in front 
of fire stations around the district. These signs are not about the risk of a fire starting, but are designed to inform 
you how dangerous a fire would be if one started in your area on that day. They are important because they help 

you decide what actions to take to protect yourself from bushfires and grassfires in your area.  
 

Fire danger ratings are shown in the same way across all of Australia, so whether you're at home or travelling interstate, 
you will see the same rating system wherever you go. Ratings forecasts are calculated using Bureau of Meteorology 
(BOM) data for up to four days in advance based on temperature, wind, humidity and other environmental conditions 
such as vegetation. 
 

There are four levels of fire danger and the white arrow will point to the current rating.  
GREEN: Moderate – Plan and prepare.  
YELLOW: High – Be ready to act.  
ORANGE: Extreme – Take action now, to protect your life and property.  
RED: Catastrophic – For your survival, leave bushfire risk areas. 
 

There is also a narrow WHITE band, located under the Moderate section to indicate No Rating for days where any fires 
that start, are not likely to move or act in a way that threatens the safety of the community. Each fire danger rating will 
have a clear set of messages including the actions the community can take to reduce their risk.  
 

Moderate: Plan and prepare. Most fires can be controlled. Stay up to date and be ready to act if there is a fire in 
your area. 
 

High: Be ready to act. Fires can be dangerous. There’s a heightened risk. Be alert for fires in your area. Decide 
what you will do if a fire starts. If a fire starts, your life and property may be at risk. The safest option is to avoid bushfire 
risk areas. 
 

Extreme: Take action now to protect your life and property. Fires will spread quickly and be extremely danger-
ous. These are dangerous fire conditions. Check your bushfire plan and ensure that your property is fire ready. If a fire 
starts, take immediate action. If you and your property are not prepared to the highest level, go to a safer location well 
before the fire impacts. Reconsider travel through bushfire risk areas. 
 

Catastrophic: For your survival, leave bushfire risk areas. If a fire starts and takes hold, lives are likely to be 
lost. These are the most dangerous conditions for a fire. Your life may depend on the decisions you make, even before 
there is a fire. Stay safe by going to a safer location early in the morning or the night before. Homes cannot withstand 
fires in these conditions. You may not be able to leave, and help may not be available. 
 

For more info: https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/fire-bans-ratings-and-restrictions/about-fire-danger-ratings 
For the current four day ratings in our Central Fire District:  https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/fire-bans-
ratings-and-restrictions/total-fire-bans-fire-danger-ratings/central-fire-district  

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/fire-bans-ratings-and-restrictions/total-fire-bans-fire-danger-ratings/central-fire-district
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/fire-bans-ratings-and-restrictions/total-fire-bans-fire-danger-ratings/central-fire-district
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Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards        Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633 
        VicRoads: 13 11 70  
 

Bushfire Infoline        1800 226 226 during fire season 
ESTA (VicFire)       1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
  

Wildlife Rescue        BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
        Wildlife Victoria: 8400 7300 
 

Snake Removal      Manfred Zabinskas,  
        Five Freedoms Animal Rescue   
             0438 681 501 
 

SES Flood and Storm  13 25 00 

G lenlyon Hall is available for hire. 
For information contact Hall Booking 
officer Charles Prebeg 

hire@glenlyon.vic.au   cprebeg@yahoo.com.au  

For the latest information on all community events 
contact events@glenlyon.vic.au    
  

GPA members will regularly be informed of events via 
email. 

The Editorial Committee is proud to bring you another 
edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community 
information publication under the auspices of the 
Glenlyon Progress Association.  
 

The views expressed in The Glenlyon District News do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Editor or 
Glenlyon Progress Association.   
 

Contributions from residents are welcome. Letters to 
the Editor are encouraged.  
 

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from 
you.  
 

Contact the editor by  
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com  
 

Hall Hire Glenlyon Reserve Bookings 2025 

Glenlyon District News  
The original and only not-for-profit community publica-

tion serving Glenlyon district since 2001  

Are you getting your copy every month? 
To receive GDN each month by email direct to your 

inbox let us know at  
glenlyonnews@gmail.com   

GDN is also available online at www.glenlyon.vic.au 
A limited number of copies will still be available at 
Glenlyon Hall and at Darryl Wilson Optometrists,  

75 Vincent Street, Daylesford 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve is an on-leash 
area under the Hepburn Shire Council.  
 

March  
 1/2 Glenlyon Pony Club Horse Trials 
 15 Daylesford Adult Riders Overnight 
 

Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

Council Meetings 2025 

I n 2025 Ordinary Meetings of Council will be held  at the 
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. on 

the fourth Tuesday of each month commencing at 6pm, 
and are open to the public.  
The meetings will be recorded and live-streamed to 
Council's YouTube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931 
The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s 
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au  
 

 Tuesday 25 March  
 Tuesday 22 April  
 Tuesday 27 May  
 Tuesday 24 June  
 Tuesday 22 July  
 Tuesday 26 August  
 Tuesday 23 September  
 Tuesday 28 October  
 Tuesday 25 November  
 Tuesday 16 December  
 

Special Meetings 
Statutory Meeting of Council Tuesday 18 November  

mailto:cprebeg@yahoo.com.au
mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au
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Briefly 
 

 

A Harvest of Arts Festival 

R adical Fields’ Harvest Arts Festival is on Saturday 22 March 10:00am-
5:00pm at Lyonbank Farm (259 Back Glenlyon Road) Glenlyon. This free, all 

ages and abilities event is dog friendly (on lead) and is the perfect way to 
experience the region's vibrant art scene. This one-of-a-kind arts festival 
presents artworks, artists and knowledge holders to engage your imagination 
and see our regional living in new ways. 
 

Forest Film Society 3461 Season 6 

T his year membership costs $60, with no variations or concessions, in order 
that Forest Film Society 3461 complies with membership regulations of the 

Federation of Victorian Film Societies (FVFS). Membership of FVFS allows 
access to screening rights for most of the films we have chosen at approximately 
$82 instead of over $300. 
The $60 fee allows members to attend six screenings between April and 
October, with a break in July. Delicious soup and home baked bread prior to 
each screening is part of your membership fee. For more information, or to 
obtain a membership form, email forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com 
 

Do you have a Gorse problem? 

Y ou could be eligible for up to $1,500 in financial assistance to undertake 
gorse eradication on your property. 

The Victorian Gorse Taskforce (VGT) community grant funding program will 
soon be open for 2025 applications. Glenlyon and Upper Loddon Landcare 
Group will be applying on behalf of multiple landholders in the local area. 
If you are interested in funding for your gorse control project you should email us 
at glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com and we will organise a time to discuss this 
with you. 
More information about the VGT Grant program can be found 
at vicgorsetaskforce.com.au/community-projects/community-grants 
 

Yoga at Hall 

S easonal Flow Yoga. Movement, breath, meditation. 
New yoga class, Wednesday mornings at the Glenlyon Hall 

Starting on 19 March, 9.30-10.45am All welcome 
BYO mat and blanket (I have a few spares if you don’t have one). 
Please let me know if you’re interested or if other days or times would be 
preferable e.g. evening classes or earlier morning classes. I’d love to make this  
work for the community. 
Kellie Youl 0427 537 166 
 

Wombat Forest exhibition at Daylesford Museum 

T he Daylesford Museum is hosting Framings of the 
Wombat Forest, an audio-visual exhibition, exploring 

diverse perspectives in times of change. Bring headphones. 
The exhibition will run for two weeks from 8 March until 21 
March within the main exhibition room. The museum will 
enhance the exhibition with their own local historical images, 
maps and artefacts. The exhibition will open with a smoking 
ceremony with special guest Caleb Dunolly-Lee at 11am on 
Saturday 15 March. The museum will be open daily 10am to 
2pm. 
https://daylesfordmuseum.net/category/exhibitions/upcoming/ 

W hatever happened to the “Peace 
Movement”? In the late 1960s 

and ‘70s the slogan was “make love not 
war” and popular songs asked “Where 
have all the flowers gone?” or 
suggested we wear some flowers in our 
hair to see the “gentle people” of San 
Francisco. Peter, Paul and Mary 
thought that “The Answer is Blowing in 
the Wind”, but even they could not “see 
what tomorrow brings”. There is an 
irony in that many of these songs about 
the end of war originated in a country 
that currently has a bunch of misguided 
political figures doing their best to profit 
from the wars between other countries. 
Do they seriously think that we came 
down in the last shower and don’t 
remember how those wars started? It is 
a very sad state of affairs when 
common humanity is replaced by the 
desire to land-grab in countries other 
than their own as a result of cata-
strophic aggression inflicted on them. It 
is all going to end very badly indeed. 
 

Harold accuses me of getting grumpy 
in my old age, and perhaps he is right. I 
think it comes from having heard it all 
before. I am reminded of that saying 
that the young think that they invented 
sex, when in fact they have just 
discovered it. There is that perception 
that their parents never “did that sort of 
thing”. I wonder how they think they got 
here. 
 

Climate change is another much-
discussed topic of conversation. 
Certainly, the weather remains a 
constantly changing phenomenon. I 
sometimes wonder, if it were not for the 
weather, what would we talk about? 
We live in an amazing country: 
Queenslanders have water up to their 
armpits, while here the ground is so dry 
that it crackles under foot. Harold and I 
often get more entertainment from 
looking at the weather report than we 
do from watching reality programs on 
TV. When we want an accurate 
prediction, however, we go outside and 
check what our ants are doing. At 
present they are staying well under 
ground, so that means the hot, dry 
weather will continue. Meanwhile, 
Cyclone Alfred has put a hold on any 
further discussions about tropical 
cruises. 

Alice 

Rambling from the  

Bramble Patch 

“The Moving Finger writes; and having writ, moves on:  
nor all thy piety nor wit shall lure it back to cancel half a line,  

nor all thy tears wash out a word of it.” 
The Rubaiyat, Omar Khayyám 

mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
http://vicgorsetaskforce.com.au/community-projects/community-grants
https://daylesfordmuseum.net/category/exhibitions/upcoming/
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4 April   Wendy and Lucy       
             Drama USA (2008) 
 

2 May    Somers Town  
   Comedy/drama USA (2008) 
 

6 June   Ray Harryhausen: special effects 
   Documentary France (2011) 
 

1 August     A Separation  
    Drama Iran (2011) 
 

5 September  King of Pekin   
   Arthouse  Australia (2017)   
 

3 October   Dr Strangelove  
    Thriller UK (1964) 
 
           Soup and bread at 6.15pm 
           Film commences at 7.15pm 

Finding Truth in the Age of Disinformation 

Program 

Forest Film Society 3461 
Season Six 2025 

For more information or to join email 
forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com  

By Wendy McKillop 

A re we in the Age of Information or the Age of Disinformation and how can we prevent ourselves from being fooled 
or exploited? 
 

At no time has information been more freely available than it is now. Internet and telecommunications are literally 
available at our fingertips. We are more aware and better-informed than at any time in history – or so we think. We are 
also more open to misinformation (false information spread regardless of intent to mislead) and disinformation 
(deliberately biased information or manipulated facts). The very nature of availability of mass communication makes it 
more vulnerable to exploitation by those who wish to lie, cheat and mislead us. The advent of AI (Artificial Intelligence) has 
made it even more difficult to discern truth from lies. 
 

It may seem to us like we are awash with misinformation. There is an election looming at home, wars being fought on 
several continents and an international political scene that could be described, at best, as unstable. On top of that, any 
and every one can post on social media. Steps taken to limit access to media are controversial and subject to ethical 
debate. 
 

Whether it is a news story, a phone message, print media or a post on Meta or X that has been shared by a friend, there 
are ways to protect ourselves. The tools to combat disinformation are three simple words: who, what and why. 
The first thing to remember is that AI is not an alien force from outer space taking over our planet. At its source is basically 
someone at a computer trying to persuade you that something they have created is true.  
 

The first question to ask is “Who is saying this?” Are they a reputable source, can the information be confirmed from 
another source and are they speaking independently or affiliated with a group or organisation? 
 

Ask yourself, “What do they want?” Beware of anyone who seeks financial gain or is trying to persuade you to take some 
form of action. 
 

Finally, “Why is this information being promoted?” Anyone who goes to the effort of trying to spread misinformation will 
have an agenda. Perhaps they are looking for personal fame, trying to cover up something they don’t want you to know, or 
perhaps there is a political agenda. It may be that they are simply mischief-makers who get some perverse pleasure out of 
creating chaos. 
 

We cannot stop people from lying to us, but we can choose whether or not to believe them. Rules and legislation can only 
do so much. It is our responsibility to protect ourselves.  

By Wendy McKillop 

T his will be the last Glenlyon District News of which I will 
be editor.  

 

The last 24 years have been a learning and fulfilling 
experience for both my husband  Andrew Azzopardi and me. 
My thanks to all who have assisted over the years. 
 

Kyneton Copy have printed all but the very first copies. In the 
early days it was a fairly basic operation, but as technology 
has changed, the team at Kyneton Copy has progressed to 
be a professional printing business. My thanks to all the staff 
over the years for their help and dedication. 
 

In recent years Fran Madigan has provided valuable 
assistance as proof reader, keeping me on the straight and 
narrow of grammatical correctness and punctuation policing. 
I really appreciate your help and keen eye.  
 

My thanks to all contributors for their input. Regular articles 
about gardening, weather and other topics in some cases 
have been passed to successive writers. I thank each and 
every one of you. 

 

Many thanks to the many GPA committee members who 
have supported GDN over the years. Your support has been 
invaluable. 
 

Thank you to you, the community, for your acceptance, 
support, contributions and at times, criticism. I could not have 
done it without you. 
 

Good luck to you Ryan Kennedy and whatever team you 
gather around you to move GDN forward. You are in for an 
exciting and rewarding experience. 

mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
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Denise’s Garden 
By Denise Smith 

W e have been pleased to notice an increase in the number of blue-banded bees in the garden this year. 
You often hear them before you see them as they head-butt the tomato flowers and their rapid horizontal 
flying style helps to identify them. They apparently like blue flowers, and the borage is popular. 

 

It has been so dry that we are starting to fear for the birds who depend on insects and worms. There are six bird 
baths around the garden and they are all in constant use. We have been invaded by a large group of what I now 
know are choughs. As a city slicker unfamiliar with rural birds, I once mistook them for currawongs, but I was gently put right 
by a local expert. How I missed noticing their scary red eyes is beyond me. (The choughs that is, not the expert) They are 
digging desperately for food, fighting the resident magpies and invading the chook’s water. Can’t be too cross with them, as 
they are hungry and thirsty, but that constant noise is a bit much. We are now trying to keep one grass area alive, using 
water from the bore, purely to help the smaller birds. 

 

We have just seen our second snake of the season, (or maybe the same snake twice). Like other times, we were 
forewarned by the birds. The little thornbills make a particular noise if they see a snake and that gives us a 
chance to see the bugger BEFORE we stand on it. Snakes are probably hungry 
too, must be a shortage of frogs in this weather. It pays to speak fluent thornbill. 

Feathered friends indeed. 

By Mark Raphael 

W hat a summer it has been! The kindness of my 
Glenlyon Community carried me through the peak of 
the blueberry season to land me safely on the other 

side. As the 200 blueberry bushes came into full fruit, it 
became very obvious to a number of my concerned 
neighbours that I needed just a little bit of help with the 
bountiful crop. Ever the optimist, it took me a little while to 
realise that I was not waving, but drowning in berries!  
 

At the peak of the season I welcomed groups of nimble 
fingered volunteers into the blueberry patch to help me 
prepare for upcoming market days. I took on the task of 
transferring bucket after bucket of ripe berries from the 
orchard up to the packing shed where they were placed in 
the cool room to chill prior to packaging. As fast as I 
unloaded, my willing pickers filled up their buckets, ready for 
me to make another run up the hill! 
 

While the sterling efforts of each of the picking teams offered 
genuine practical assistance, it was the impact on my 
flagging morale that really saved the day for me. Beautiful 
people that I had only just met appeared at my orchard gate 
in their best agricultural attire and cheerfully set to work 
among the bushes. It seems that sitting cross-legged on the 
ground before a heavily laden blueberry bush can stir the 
soul and that the meditative effect of coaxing berries from 
bush to bucket is rather soothing. Witnessing nature at her 
bountiful best leaves you feeling renewed and invigorated, or 
at least that’s what the kind visitors to my orchard were 
saying. 
 

This experience has expanded my thinking about the place of 
the orchard and its produce within the Glenlyon community. 
The opportunity to see just where those 
delicious berries originate from has been 
greatly valued by the people that have visited 
my orchard to help. As the season drew to a 
close, I began inviting friends of the orchard to 
glean the bushes of their last remaining fruit. 
While many of the most exposed berries had 
softened under the heat of the sun, there were 
still plenty of firm, ripe berries hiding among 
the leaves if you cared to look. 
 

This first season has been a time of learning and experimen-
tation. We have had a wonderful time attending the 
Daylesford and Glenlyon markets along with orchard gate 
sales and supplying berries of all kinds to the Glenlyon 
General Store. I am now greatly encouraged to again invite 
members of the Glenlyon community into the orchard to pick 
their own blueberries next season. 
 

As the blueberries were finishing, the autumn raspberries 
and black mulberries began rapidly ripening. The mulberries 
seem to be the King of Berries! Their size, remarkable flavour 
and blood-red juice make them a prized delicacy. I learned to 
pick the mulberries at night; not only was it cooler, but you 
can best discern the most ripe mulberries by the light of a 
very bright head-mounted torch. Trying to pick an unwilling 
mulberry is a tug of war you are bound to lose, resulting in a 
wholesale drenching in juice. At least you get to gobble up 
your failures! The primocane raspberries have been bearing 
a heavy crop, requiring picking for a couple of hours every 
second day. Sweet but ever-so spiky, I found my carpenter’s 
gloves, with just the tips of a thumb and forefinger exposed, 
allowed me to pluck each deeply crimson berry while saving 
my hands from the prickles. I have been able to bring 
punnets of these lovely berries to the Glenlyon Market as well 
as stocking up the fridge at the General Store. 
 

Autumn is now with us. The sun has surrendered some of its 
intensity but the cloudless sky has kept everything so very 
dry. With the autumn, the apples, pears, quinces and prunes 
have been ripening. I hope to bring some of these along to 
the Glenlyon Market and the Radical Fields Harvest during 
the month of March. In between cropping the fruit, the 
summer pruning of the cherries is now underway. Late 

summer, rather than winter, is the time 
to prune cherries to avoid the potential 
problems of pruning wounds that are 
too slow to heal in the cold and wet. 
Autumn pruning of the apples and 
pears will follow on closely thereafter. 
Travelling further into my favourite the 
season, I am anticipating the vivid red 
of the blueberry beds as their leaves 

turn from green to scarlet – but that is 

a story for another time. 

From the Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard 
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Friends of Glenlyon Dam:  
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com   

 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust:  
Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 

 

Glenlyon CFA:  
 Russ Newton 0400 632 479 

Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093 

 

Wombat Forestcare 
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 

  

Glenlyon Pony Club:  
Sarah Klas 0438 583 176  

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com  
 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc:  
gpa@glenlyon.vic.au  

 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve: 
Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 
Chris Clare 0429 833 766 

 

Glenlyon Sports Club:  
Evan Davis 5348 7737  

0407 093 866 

 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 
John Mathews 0458008022 
Keith Fletcher 0402985007 

 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon  
Landcare Group:  

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169 

glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com 

www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au   
 

Glenlyon Village Market:  
Sarah Clark 

 

Hepburn Seeds Savers: 
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999  

riverseedfarm@gmail.com  

 

Riding for the Disabled:   
Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

LOCAL GROUP   

CONTACTS 
If you are member of a group 

that would like to be listed 
here contact  

glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

Glenlyon Weather Summary - February 2025 
By Edward Benedict 

D an Harris recorded 23mm at Swords Road, Andrew 
Hitchman had 33mm at Dairy Flat Road, Edward 
Benedict 29mm at Eldon Street in Glenlyon and Lincoln 

Flynn from Wallaby Road in Wheatsheaf recorded 39mm for 
yearly totals of 53.5mm, 66mm, 56.5mm and 73mm respectively. Rainfall 
was recorded on three days at Eldon Street, 95% of rainfall was recorded 
on 3 February. 
 

“The air was dry and full of dust, and the hills looked tired of waiting for 
rain.” Lawrence Durrell Bitter Lemons 

Bund S Ratt 

Donald Trump declares 'we're just getting started' as  
congressman evicted, others walk out — as it happened. 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-03-05/live-blog-donald-trump-joint-session-

congress-speech/105006512  

COMING UP 
 

Saturday 22 March 
Radical Fields Harvest 

Lyonbank Farm 
259 Back Glenlyon Road 

 

Thursday 27 March 
Dinner on the Deck 

 

Friday 4 April 
Forest Film Society 

Hall 6.15pm 

 

Monday 7 April 
Glenlyon Progress Assoc Meeting 

Hall 8.00 pm 
 

Saturday 19 April 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Hall 9.am 1.00pm 

ONGOING  
 

1st MONDAY of even months 
Glenlyon Progress Association  

Hall 8pm 
 

Last  THURSDAY each month 
Dinner on the Deck,   

Hall 7pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Glenlyon Village Market  

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SATURDAY each month  
Radical Fields Community Art 

at the Hall 9am-1pm 
 

3rd SUNDAY each month  
Pony Club Rally,  
Glenlyon Reserve  

I have had a call from my 
mother’s cousin-twice-removed in 
the US. He has just got a lucrative 
contract in Florida that he wants 
help with. My cousin tells me that 
tasty morsels have been stored in 
bathrooms! 
 

The job comes with luxury 
accommodation and a chance to 
learn from a Master Rat. An 
Aussie perspective is desperately 
needed.  
 

Time to go, goodbye. 

mailto:friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
mailto:glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
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WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door, 
regional platters and function space available for weddings, 
commitment ceremonies and special occasions. Open 
weekends, public holidays or by appointment.  
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

PLUMBER: 
 

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked 
drain specialist.  
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

ARBORIST: 
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree climber. 
Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. Chipping and 
stump grinding.  
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015   
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

LOCAL BUSINESS  

DIRECTORY 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional counselling. 
Strength centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442          

Thoughts on Serious Play  

Local businesses: 
 List your services here  

to target the local market through a  
circulation of over 600.  

email glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

EXCAVATION: Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t excavator. 
Landscaping, trenching, stump and post holes, retaining 
walls and small driveways.  
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

ORCHARD: 
Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard – Local farm fresh berries 
and fruit.  
To be notified of produce availability,  
contact Mark at 0484 183 686  
or glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com 

By Gav Barbey (Artist and Radical Fields Curatorial 
Facilitator) 

W hat if I said let's get rid of the word ‘art’ and replace 
it with expressions like curiosity, awe, play, 
wellness, belonging, participation, engagement? 

 

How can we explore and uniquely express our creative 
imaginations and be inclusive within the stories we represent 
through the modalities we label as Arts? How do we re-
recognise the self as having a passion to create? How do 
we reconnect sport as theatre and theatre as communal 
storytelling? How do we re-ignite the conversation around 
our imaginations? And is the imagination the human ability 
to feel, think and put into action the craft of creating our 
emotional connections to life? 
 

Art may be the fundamental integration of sociology, ecology 
and our faith within the interconnection to that which we 
seek, or that seeks us. The ways we immerse, participate, 
play, create, feel, think, share ideas, culture, and the 
expressions of belonging, is to commune within the ever-
evolving stories of life, to ideate, to rapid-
prototype thoughts and feelings into an 
action. 
 

How do we explain participatory and 
immersive and community activated, socially 
engaged art? So many terms, all that have to 
some degree different meanings, outcomes 
and executions. Yet to my thinking, all have a 
space that asks the audience to be creative, 
to play and to feel for themselves; to engage 
within a somatic response. All these terms for me say, ‘as 
artist I am viewer, and as viewer I am artist.’ All may grow 
within the conception of what we may call a final piece (A 
representative piece). All seem to be a conversation, 
possibly within the liminal space. All have the potential to 
change someone’s life by offering a sense of belonging. The 
word ‘decoration’ was once explained to me by a medical 
anthropologist, as coming from the word ‘belonging', like the 
difference between the meaning of house (a shelter) and 
home (a place where one belongs). 
 

Participatory, immersive and socially engaged art fosters a 
sense of inclusivity, opening the individual's voice within 
communal voices, and it often reaches further than any one 
person's singular community into a larger ocean of 
communal experiences. When we invite a sense of play in, 
we invite an engagement that encourages a sensory 
experience. We not only interact with what is on offer by the 
curator, we co-create within the larger experiential offering. 
The people that have come before us, and those who will 
come after us; all of them shape a piece of the environment 
and how we might include our own personal mark. We also 
enhance community unity, we remove hierarchies of 
expertise and open into a multi-generational and multi-
cultural language that is not stagnant, not a still life. 
 

All these terms ask of one thing, for you to abandon or 
release the constant judgement we label creativity with. To 
experience yourself within the communal, without the 
constructs of better or worse. To experience the inclusion of 
you as craft, of you as both artist and viewer, of you within 
the ever-growing story. 
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