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F riends of Kangaroo - Creek is happy to announce that we have gotten nearly to the end of our initial blackberry
treatment along our whole project area on Kangaroo Creek, eradicating it along the creek between the Wombat
Forest and Lightwood Drive.

They especially want to thank the residents of the northern part of Whitegum Drive and Lightwood Drive, who waited
patiently for years to get their part of the creek and their adjoining property treated. We had no idea when we started in
2023 that this project would stretch so far into the future.

We naively thought that our initial $10,000 grant would get the creek treated. It's been a learning curve that has led to two
more grant applications, and two CFA partnerships which in total have brought in the $54,000 needed for contractor works.
There's still a little bit left over for re-treatment next season. None of these grants would have been possible without
Wombat Forestcare auspicing us, as we are not a legal entity. Huge thanks to them!

Not all of that money went on contractors. The CMA grant money has also funded a comprehensive ecological survey of the
creek, which I'll share with you all as soon as it's been completed. This will mean that it will be a higher priority for the
council to maintain, once its ecological values are recognised. We have also secured an extra $10,000 through the Victorian
Blackberry Taskforce, for expert advice for landholders on managing the blackberry on their land, and there's the possibility
of this funding being available over another 2 years, to check in with people and see how they're going, and offer more
property plans to those who'd like them. But more on that soon.

Kangaroo Creek Clean - Up

Kangaroo Creek - Photo by Brian Bainbridge 



 invented it ) and the growing of fruit trees on nature strips was a blatant contravention of the Banyule Council’s regulations.
We also grew a prolific quince there. I lived in constant fear of detection and demands of removal, but they never came. I did
however spend many happy hours arguing amicably with the power line company’s hired hackers for the right to ‘prune my
own’, which was pretty successful. It was helpful that the garden was in the Open Garden Scheme, and therefore the subject
of some media attention, which gave me a little PR clout.
Surprisingly, the fruit was never stolen, which would not have worried me at all ... unless they took all of it! One memorable
day, when there was fruit awaiting picking, I looked out the window and saw a raggedy old man sniffing around my tree. He
was ancient, although I realise with horror that he was probably about the same age as I am now. I rushed out, bursting with
self-righteous pride in my own generosity, and told him to help himself. He fixed me with his rheumy old eyes, and said,
somewhat grumpily….‘ARE THEY ORGANIC’?
Speaking of grumpy aged folk, this will be my last contribution to the Glenlyon District News. I have enjoyed doing this very
much, and hopefully someone, somewhere, laughed occasionally. Happy gardening to all.

he Glenlyon Progress Association received an inquiry about the Old Fire Shed and the potential use of contaminants
when the CFA inhabited this space.  Investigations have shown that only Class A Foam and Wetting Agents were

ever used at this site. As a precaution, the GPA are considering sealing the floor of the shed. councillor Shirley Cornish was a
last minute cancellation, however, she looks forward to joining future meetings.
The GPA is looking to create a new website for the Glenlyon Community Hall focusing on the community and events.
Committee of Management member Lyn Jenkin presented the results of her extensive communication research report
finding the need for the GPA to open the doors and refresh their communications. Key recommendations include updating
the brand, a new website and new marketing materials (banners, signs etc.). The new website aims to be “The one stop
shop and online source for our local events, happenings and information” says Lyn. 
“Thanks to everyone for their community updates. The GPA’s meetings provide updates on the Glenlyon Community Hall’s
management along with local announcements. If a member of your community group would like to send a representative to
make announcements and updates please contact the GPA at gpa@glenlyon.vic.au” - Krystyna Croft - GPA President
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Denise’s Garden
By Denise Smith 

e have not had much luck with our stone fruits lately, and I am constantly reminded of a peach seedling that grew
on our ‘nature strip’ in Melbourne about thirty years ago. It was a white slip stone, and it remains the most
delicious fruit I have ever eaten. I was an early adopter of guerrilla gardening, (sometimes I think that I might have

By Ryan Kennedy

t is with great sadness that we announce the passing of
longtime local, Joan Rattray in early April. 

W 

I
Depatures

If you are interested in contributing and the future of the GDN please join our Editor Ryan Kennedy for a
community meeting about the GDN Tuesday 29 April  7-9pm @ Glenlyon Community Hall

RSVP - Essential -  glenlyonnews@gmail.com / 0475 005 545

Now That’s Progress
By Ryan Kennedy

T

Blue Tree

Details about the memorial service will be announced
later this month. The family is asking for anyone with a
good story or  kind words about Joan to please reach
out to the GDN. We are working closely with the Rattray
family to publish a loving tribute in the next edition. 

Please contact our editor;
 
0475 005 545
glenlyonnews@gmail.com

he Blue Tree Project is a mental health charity that began in
2019 after the tragic loss of Jayden Whyte, a much-loved
son, brother and friend to suicide in 2018.

T
Blue Tree Project grew from a grassroots initiative in regional
Western Australia which has grown into a widely recognised
and impactful global movement. After the tragic loss of her
twin sister, Hepburn resident Pauline Hawker is spearheading
our region's participation in the project. “Blue Tree Project is an
initiative close to my heart that raises awareness for mental
health and reminds us all to check in with our loved ones,” says
Pauline. She’s been working with the Overwrought Garden Art,
Blampied and the Daylesford Rotary Club to install metal blue
trees around the shire.
Glenlyon is being considered as one of the locations for the
outdoor sculptures. Pauline and the Daylesford Rotary Club are
working with the GDN for community consultation.
Would you like a blue tree sculpture in Glenlyon?
If so, where do you think it should go?
Please sms or email your responses to: 0475 005 545 /
glenlyonnews@gmail.com

By Ryan Kennedy
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Glenlyon Village Market - Stalwarts Retire

Dan Harris - Glenlyon Village Market - Founding Father
Since 2012 Dan continued the monthly tradition
providing goodwill and great veggies to the community.
We thank you Dan for the years of connection and
cauliflower. - Photo by Wendy McKillop

By Bronwyn Rowbotham
t has been 7 years since Michael Waugh performed in Glenlyon and
we are now thrilled to have him return on the evening of SaturdayI

Live Music at the Glenlyon Community Hall

 10th May. Michael will be accompanied by Liz Frencham (Trentham local),
Jacob McGuffie and Riley Catherall, all brilliant musicians in their own right.
It will be an amazing night, so book now to support live music and to
support the fundraising efforts of the GPA.
Michael Waugh is a revered songwriter, a compelling live performer and an
extraordinary storyteller. He has been the recipient of many awards
including Folk and Roots Album of the Year (Music Victoria Awards), Songs
of Peace and Tolerance award (Pt. Fairy Folk Festival) and Heritage Song of
the Year (Golden Guitar Awards).
Michael's new album ‘Beauty & Truth’ paints vivid, joyous, funny and loving
pictures of growing up queer in rural Australia. In 2024 it won the
prestigious Folk Alliance 'Contemporary Folk Album of the Year' award and
received five nominations in the 2025 Golden Guitar Awards.

When: Saturday 10 May 2025 at the Hall
Tickets: $35 please purchase tickets via link below (if you are unable to book online, 
please email events@glenlyon.vic.au or call Bronwyn on 0409 400 281). 
There are limited seats available so please pre-book.
https://events.humanitix.com/live-music-at-the-glenlyon-hall-michael-waugh-saturday-10th-may
Doors open: 6pm to grab a bite to eat, to socialise and have a drink. Music starts at 7pm with Michael Waugh.
Food available to purchase: Pulled pork sliders (rolls with slow cooked meat and coleslaw), tofu sliders,
chocolate bars, ice creams and other treats.
Drinks available to purchase: Beer, wine and soft drinks (tea and coffee is complimentary).

Photo supplied by Artist

Elizabeth Swan - Kaye Powell (not pictured) -
Glenlyon Village Market - Longest Vendor and
tastiest jam in the hamlet. We thank you both for
the years of connection and support . - Photo by
Wendy McKillop

***SPECIAL LETTER OF THANKS TO DAN, ELIZABETH & KAYE ON THE BACK PAGE*** 

https://events.humanitix.com/live-music-at-the-glenlyon-hall-michael-waugh-saturday-10th-may
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Cuppa Community

 
Need a gentle stretch? 
S 

Harvest Arts Festival 
R 

easonal Flow Yoga. Movement, breath, meditation. Yoga class,
Wednesdays at 9:30-10:45 am at the Glenlyon Community Hall.

All welcome. $18 Per Class. BYO mat and blanket (a few spares if
you don’t have one). Please let me know if you’re interested or if
other days or times would be preferable e.g. evening classes or
earlier morning classes. “I’d love to make this work for the
community”
For more information call - Kellie Youl - 0427 537 166 

his year membership costs $60, with no variations or
concessions, in order that Forest Film Society 3461 complies

with memmembership regulations of the Federation of Victorian Film
Societies (FVFS). Membership of FVFS allows access to screening
rights for most of the films we have chosen at approximately $82
instead of over $300. The $60 fee allows members to attend six
screenings between April and October, with a break in July. Delicious
soup and home baked bread prior to each screening is part of your
membership fee. For more information, or to obtain a membership
form, email forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com 

adical Fields’ Harvest 2025 kicked off with a Welcome to
Country by Dja Dja Wurrung elder Uncle Rick followed by songs 

by the Honeytones Choir and a community tractor pull. Drawing in
the crowds the day saw over 450 visitors enjoy the artworks and
creative activations. From roaming bush ranger performances to
ceramics. The day was a success due to community support from
local groups and businesses. Thanks to the Glenlyon Fire Brigade,
Glenlyon Progress Association, Adsum Farms & Next Batch Events.
 

Forest Film Society 3461 Season 6 

T 

C

“The man in ecstasy and the man drowning—
both throw up their arms.”
― Franz Kafka, Blue Octavo Notebooks

 

Election - Saturday 3 May 2025
O nce again the Glenlyon Community Hall will become an

election polling place. Election day is Saturday 3 May 2025.
The Glenlyon Progress Association will be hosting a BBQ with
breakfast rolls and sausauge sizzle along with the Glenlyon Fire
Brigade bringing the baked goods. Head inside the Glenlyon
Community Hall for your vote and stay for some chatter. 
You can vote at any polling place in your state or territory on
polling day. Polling places are usually located at local schools,
churches and community halls, or public buildings.If you will be
interstate on election day and have not voted during the early
voting period, you can only cast your vote at a designated
interstate voting centre.
For More Information:

https://www.aec.gov.au/election/fe25/polling-place-voting.htm

urrently, Fire Restrictions are in place for
Hepburn Shire until Thursday 1 May. 

This means no burning off for land clearing is
allowed without a written permit from Hepburn
Shire Council or Fire Permits Victoria. Restrictions
were lifted in early April for some municipalities in
the north and east of the state. Residents may have
seen smoke from burning off activities by district
farmers carrying out stubble burns and works by
Forest Fire Management (FFM). There are also
planned FFM burns north of Glenlyon, located off
Back Glenlyon Rd and past Walls Lane and to the
south at Lyonville Springs Rd at Little Hampton.
Check the FFM website under Bushfire Planning for
other locations.

 https://bushfireplanning.ffm.vic.gov.au/jfmp/?
_gl=1*1rg2s3i*_ga*MTg2MzA0MTAzNC4xNzM5NzQ
3Njc3*_ga_4W59C4ZT7C*MTczOTc2NTUyNC4yLjE
uMTczOTc2NTU0Ni4zOC4wLjA

Glenlyon CFA responded to a blocked chimney on
fire at Eldon St just over a week ago. Both tankers
attended and luckily it occurred just around the time
members were carrying out regular Sunday morning
equipment checks. The fire was successfully
extinguished with no property damage. As a timely
reminder for winter, residents should check and
clean heater flues of any build-up of soot, ash and
any rubbish that can overheat and combust before
lighting up. 

Radical Fields- Harvest Art Event: Glenlyon CFA
members attended the recent public art/
performance event at Lyonbank Farm on Back
Glenlyon Rd with Tanker 2. We provided bushfire
info and co-ran a raffle with the Radical Fields
group. Many thanks to Ryan Kennedy for the
opportunity to assist Radical Fields and we raised
$250 from the raffle. 

The current aim of our brigade fundraising is to
purchase two sets of Breathing Apparatus (BA)
equipment, to enable our members to respond to
support Daylesford CFA in a wider range of building
structure and motor vehicle fires locally.

The brigade Fundraising Team has a Trivia Night at
the Glenlyon Hall planned for Saturday 14 June.
Would any residents like to join us on a table of 10?
More info will be provided in the May edition of
Glenlyon District News. - By Andrew Azzopadi

GLENLYON FIRE BRIGADE

mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/23911
https://bushfireplanning.ffm.vic.gov.au/jfmp/?_gl=1*1rg2s3i*_ga*MTg2MzA0MTAzNC4xNzM5NzQ3Njc3*_ga_4W59C4ZT7C*MTczOTc2NTUyNC4yLjEuMTczOTc2NTU0Ni4zOC4wLjA
https://bushfireplanning.ffm.vic.gov.au/jfmp/?_gl=1*1rg2s3i*_ga*MTg2MzA0MTAzNC4xNzM5NzQ3Njc3*_ga_4W59C4ZT7C*MTczOTc2NTUyNC4yLjEuMTczOTc2NTU0Ni4zOC4wLjA
https://bushfireplanning.ffm.vic.gov.au/jfmp/?_gl=1*1rg2s3i*_ga*MTg2MzA0MTAzNC4xNzM5NzQ3Njc3*_ga_4W59C4ZT7C*MTczOTc2NTUyNC4yLjEuMTczOTc2NTU0Ni4zOC4wLjA
https://bushfireplanning.ffm.vic.gov.au/jfmp/?_gl=1*1rg2s3i*_ga*MTg2MzA0MTAzNC4xNzM5NzQ3Njc3*_ga_4W59C4ZT7C*MTczOTc2NTUyNC4yLjEuMTczOTc2NTU0Ni4zOC4wLjA
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By Ryan Kennedy
Thank You

Thank you Wendy McKillop for the last 24 years as the Editor
of the Glenlyon District News. Your continued effort to
historical accuracy and keeper of our region’s news and
events has been a valuable asset to the community. You
worked tirelessly and created a growing network of
contributors and assistance that supported you. Many
readers may not realise just how much you reported on in the
community and creatively evolved to the GDN with decades
of nurturing. Bravo on a job truly well done. 
Thank you for the opportunity and trust to hold the position
as Editor for the GDN. This is a role I do not take lightly nor
too seriously and with a balanced view to continue this
ledger’s legacy. 
Big thanks to Wendy for the years of connection and
coverage. 
To the Glenlyon community and district, thank you for your
attention and patience as I  take on this role. I welcome your
support and community updates all throughout the year.
Contact me at glenlyonnews@gmail.com / 0475 005 545

For more information or to join email
forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com 

4 April Wendy and Lucy 
Drama USA (2008) 

4 July

Ray Harryhausen: special effects 
Documentary France (2011) 
Somers Town 
Comedy/drama USA (2008) 

6 June 

1 August A Separation 
Drama Iran (2011) 

5 September King of Pekin 
Arthouse Australia (2017) 

3 October Dr Strangelove 
Thriller UK (1964) 

Soup and bread at 6.15pm 
Film commences at 7.15pm 

By Andrew Azzopardi

he first film for the 2025 season of Forest Film Society at Glenlyon Hall was Wendy and Lucy. An independent feature
made in 2008 directed by Kelly Reichardt, set in the US state of Oregon and stars Michelle Williams as Wendy.

A young woman driving across country with her dog Lucy, ultimately seeking work in Alaska. Unfortunately, her car breaks
down in Portland and she loses the dog. The film explores her loneliness and hopelessness as she struggles to locate her. 
The film opens as she’s walking Lucy, and the dog runs off into a group of young drifters drinking around a campfire. One of
them explains that he used to live in Alaska until he drunkenly crashed a loader into a construction site and ran away
interstate. Cautiously, Wendy retrieves Lucy and leaves. She parks her car in a warehouse car park to sleep, however she is
awoken early by a security guard to move her car. 
A simple trip to the supermarket changes her life, as she leaves Lucy tied up outside and decides to steal some meat for the
dog. She is caught by an overenthusiastic young shop employee who presses for her to be handed over to police. The older
store manager reluctantly complies, and you get the sense that he would rather let her have the goods as Wendy looks like
she’s down on her luck. After spending the day at the police station, having her photo and fingerprints taken (twice!),  she
pays the fine of $50 and is released. When she returns, Lucy is gone. Frantically, she walks around town, putting posters up,
calling and looking for her. Wendy arranges repairs for her car at a local mechanic’s shop and walks to the animal pound.
Lucy has not been handed in. Dejected, she attempts to sleep in a park, only to be awoken by an angry desperate man,
rummaging through her bags, ranting about society. After he leaves, she runs for her life back to the warehouse car park to
wait for the security guard. He arrives and informs her of the good news.
Wendy is eventually reunited with her dog, as Lucy had been taken to a foster home to be cared for by an elderly man. In the
final poignant scene, Wendy strokes Lucy behind the garden wire fence, but realises she can’t look after her in her present
dire financial situation as her car can’t be fixed. Wendy makes the wrenching decision to leave Lucy there and head to Alaska
to earn some money and return later. The film ends as she climbs into a freight train, hopefully heading north.
Despite the underlying dark themes throughout the film, it’s heartening to see ordinary people trying to respond with small
acts of kindness. The character of Wendy is portrayed as running away from some loss of family at home and unable to
secure employment. Set against a backdrop of a low cost and low wages town, where it’s getting tougher to get a job to earn
the money. As the security guard mused, “To get a job, you have to have a job in the first place”.

Forest Film Society - Movie Review

Program 
Forest Film Society 

Season Six 2025
3461 

T

mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
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By Alex Wisser
n March 22, in Glenlyon, Victoria, artists, community,
and audiences gathered for the second iteration of O

Radical Fields Forever

Radical Fields Harvest, a one day contemporary art festival
that takes place completely in a paddock. The premise of
taking art outside of the white walled gallery and staging it in
a field in the middle of regional Victoria is both intriguing and
risky. How do you create an atmosphere that allows for an
engagement with art in the heat of the day, subject to the
elements and surrounded by nature in all its threatening
complexity? How do you keep the festival from feeling like a
country fair? For Radical Fields the answer is simple. You
don’t. You acknowledge where you are and integrate that into
the fabric of your event. 

In the middle of the paddock a perfect large red circle was
painted into the grass with a beautifully polished red tractor
sat next to it. This would be the site of the tractor pull. It was
also the site of the local dog training group’s synchronised
obedience training performance. Held in an open paddock,
yellow with grass that sloped down to a creek bed. The
audience drifted across this bright plane: single, in pairs and
occasionally in small groups, like leaves on still water,
motivated by the breeze alone. The whole day was like
something you watched from very far away, so that you
couldn’t hear the noise of it, and everything seemed to move
slowly. 

This quiescent tone was set at the start of the day with a
beautiful Welcome to Country from Uncle Rick, of the Dja Dja
Wurrung who gave the historical context of the land and the
surrounding clans, and impressed upon us the importance of
gatherings on country. This was followed by a local choir
singing songs of love, devotion and celebration to the land,
culminating in a beautiful work sung in Wiradjuri language
(with permission). 

The “Zen Walk” took up this peaceful baton with a meditative
procession. Twenty people walked slowly, rhythmically in a
formal line that stretched across the top of the paddock and
then turned and proceeded to the shade of a small tree,
gathering to continue the meditation. Even though I wasn’t
participating, the meditation was infectious, and I found
myself drifting into the quiet day, aware mostly of the breeze
and the sun on my skin.
 
After this I wandered off to check out some of the artworks.
Gav Barbey laid out beautiful piles of organic matter, flowers,
leaves, stones and branches and encouraged the audience to
make their own sculptural configurations out of this raw
material. Artist Paul E Mason worked with Dr Ahmad Tabassi
to create a circus sideshow of species extinction, featuring a
tongue in cheek model of a thylacine skeleton and an
animatronic Climate Anxiety Arc, an animal skeleton in a
working rotisserie in the shape of Noah’s Arc. From there I
encountered a white cube on the side of the paddock,
plonked down amidst an assortment of drawing materials
and left to accumulate the traces that the wandering
audience chose to leave on it across the day. Beyond that Tas
Wansworth very generously invited audience members to try
their hands at sculpting in sandstone as she talked them
through the technical thinking that working with stone
requires.

Radical Fields - Harvest 2025 - Zen Walk / Meditation - Castlemaine Zen
Photo By Alex Wisser

This work spoke to Minaal Lawn’s ‘Clayground’ on the other
side of the paddock, in which the artist invited the audience
to make ‘round’ objects from clay to be included in a
collective work. Minaal is a highly skilled ceramic artist and
this work was designed to push against the necessary control
that her medium imposes upon her practice by giving the
audience an element of creative control, taking the decision
making out of her own hands. The result was beautiful, with
the objects collecting on five red circles painted on a large
cloth laid out on the grass next to her station. Despite their
disparity they congregated with the simple grace of river
stones that have been arranged by the emergent playfulness
of moving water or as the humble offerings you might find at
a shrine that collect into the spiritual grace of the site of
veneration. 

Next door, photographer Kim Percy gave us the opportunity
to experience the embodied nature of taking a photograph by
handing the participants a polaroid camera and insisting that
the photographer take the same shape as that taken by
subject. This strange game of mimesis was especially
gratifying to me, as a photographer, in that I know all too well
the strange contortions that photographers must undertake
to ‘get the angle’ as the subject on their side also contorts
themselves into something presentable enough to be
preserved. 

Just up the hill, Delia Allen had installed a couple of tents,
one with absurd costumes that audience members could
wear around the paddock and the other containing a
collection of cheeky stories solicited from a local primary
school and an aged care facility. The stories were impressive
for the level of open frankness and humour that they
expressed. The ability to overcome the natural timidity and
reserve of both the elderly and the young is rare and difficult
to acquire. The spontaneity of these naughty stories, the
sense of authenticity in the voice is an absolute rarity in this
kind of project. Delia is clearly an artist with a special ability
to win the trust of her interlocutors and in a way this stood as
the medium of her work.
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Radical Fields Forever

Later in the day I wandered down to chat with Hayley West
about death. Hayley is a death doula (a kind of midwife for
the dead), working in the funeral industry. She parked her
Hearse next to a freshly dug grave into which she invited the
audience to lie down. She also wrapped people in a shroud,
and I took up this option. As she carefully arranged my body,
and wrapped the large black cloth snuggly around it, she
talked about the conversations she had with families as she
prepared their loved ones for burial. The careful, detached
way that she touched my body, as though it were an object
without a will of its own, had a profoundly relaxing effect on
me. I imagined she was talking to my family and I thought oh,
this is how it's gonna feel. All I could feel was the wind on the
hairs of my skin.

Rising from the dead, as Hayley helped me to disengage from
my shroud, I noticed a strange figure crouching in a bush on
the other side of the creek bed. At first unsure of what I saw,
a man in his underwear with a length of pipe, a hat and a
paper beard peered out at us in a strange attitude of
perversion. He seemed at once to be intensely interested in
us and oblivious of us at the same time. This was Martin John
Lee performing Captain Moonlight, Australia’s Queer
Bushranger. Creeping through the paddock with the crude
approximation of a rifle, which he fired by inflating and
popping black balloons, Captain Moonlight stalked the
festival audience, springing out from his very poorly
camouflaged position, handing them a polaroid camera and
then posing for them to photograph him. He then handed the
resulting photograph to the confused interlocutor and
vanished as awkwardly as he had appeared. 

Rhae Kendrigan also began their performance ‘Weight of
Rock’ from the verge of the field. Their performance involved
a dance that began with the audience placing stones on
Rhae’s body. Once fully covered, Rhae then slowly emerged,
moving into a dance with one of the rocks they employed as a
mask. The meaning of this work opened for me when, later in
the day, Rhae gave me the opportunity to feel the ‘Weight of
Rock’ for myself. I laid on the ground and they covered me
with stones of different sizes, each taking its home in a
different part of my body. The sense of having the earth
underneath me and the weight of these stones pressing
down on me was one of deep comfort and a sense of being
held by the solid, stable, heavy weight of these objects of
earth. My body acclimated to the stones and I lost any sense
of them. All I could feel was the wind on my skin. 

To finish off the day, we all collected in a barn up above the
festival paddock. In the dimly lit stalls of this working barn,
Lixa Bandt had installed her Futuristic Farm Spider, a
contraption that combined car parts, electronics and a canoe
into a convincing facsimile of a mech-spider, complete with
cockpit. This bizarre creature, strange as it is, expressed the
spirit of Radical Fields. Lixa is an artist who has recently
relocated to the country and found her practice changed by
it. The Futuristic Farm Spider has a long rural tradition behind
it: farmers welding the rusting remains of old tractors and
barbed wire into kangaroos and cows that then litter their
paddocks as shrines to the disintegration of things. Into this
heritage Lixa has brought her own apocalyptic culture and
created something that spanned these two worlds,
exchanging the dream of a steam punk techno-dystopia for
the strange possibilities that only exist on the land.

Radical Fields - Harvest 2025 - Community Tractor Pull - Hamish & Aiden
Leslie with Shaun Gedge from Glenlyon Fire Brigade - Tony Whitehead on
his 1941 Massey Harris Tractor - Photo by Alex Wisser

The festival possessed the spirit of a country fair, something
that was open to everyone, something that was co-created
out of the anarchic, spontaneous contribution of the audience
as much as the artists. As Festival Director Ryan Kennedy
states in the festival program, Radical Fields was “fuelled by
the curiosity of blending art with aspects of the everyday and
collaborating with community groups in and outside the
arts.” What is beautiful about this statement is the word
curiosity, because that is what the festival felt like. What if we
had the local crossfit team pull the tractor and then after that
we ask the audience to do the same? The mixing of the world
of a country fair and a contemporary art festival had the
tentative nature of an experiment made without hypothesis.
Is this not the general nature of every artistic experiment?
These two worlds were allowed to co-exist next to each
other, and to mingle in a shy, tentative exchange of affects. 
This was the refrain of this festival, that it seemed always to
lead back to its quietude. It wasn’t what I was expecting from
a festival with the word radical in it and it wasn’t mentioned
in the festival’s rationale. It just seemed to emerge from the
circumstance of bringing artists onto the land, onto this
particular country, and asking them to consider their practice
within it. It was as though the land allowed art to take on its
contemplative function in a way that is no longer possible
when it sits between white walls, so noisy as they are with
concepts and ideas.
The very possibility was beautiful to see, and opened onto a
vision of other possibilities, suggesting that this is only the
beginning of this exciting experiment. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Alex Wisser is an artist and creative producer based in mid-western
New South Wales. In 2013 Alex co-founded the Cementa
Contemporary Arts Festival and took up permanent residence in the
township of Kandos with his family. Since then, his practice has
continued to focus on the challenges and opportunities of making
art in a regional context. His current practice has included large
scale, long term projects like Cementa Festival and Kandos School
of Cultural Adaptation, which seek to embed art into a local, regional
cultural context.

https://cementa.com.au/
https://cementa.com.au/
https://www.ksca.land/
https://www.ksca.land/
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EXCAVATION: Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t excavator. 
Landscaping, trenching, stump and post holes, retaining 
walls and small driveways. 
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

ORCHARD:
Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard – Local farm fresh berries
and fruit.
To be notified of produce availability,
contact Mark at 0484 183 686
or glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com 

PLUMBER: 
Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked 
drain specialist. 
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door, 
regional platters and function space available for weddings, 
commitment ceremonies and special occasions. Open 
weekends, public holidays or by appointment. 
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

ARBORIST:
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree climber.
Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. Chipping and
stump grinding.
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional counselling. 
Strength centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442 

LOCAL BUSINESS
DIRECTORY 

Local businesses: 

List your services here 

digital circulation of over 500. 
email glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

to target the local market through a 

have been complaining about
how dry our garden is, but while

 worrying about the little rain we have
received, I quite overlooked that for
other parts of our vast country too much
rain can be worse than too little. The
plight of our northern neighbours was
brought home to me with a phone call
from my granddaughter, Modesty.
 
Modesty came into our lives as a
precocious 10-year old when my son
Benjamin commenced a relationship
with her mother, Kylie. Now, at 26,
Modesty is a caring and resourceful
nurse and mother to three children of
her own, having married the all-too-
good-looking cowboy she met in Darwin. 

Over the years Modesty has become a
bit of a favourite of mine after a shaky
start. As a little girl, she had more than
her fair share of dramas, looking after
her younger sister, and two brothers as
well as managing their irresponsible
mother. Benjamin’s marriage to Felicity,
who is Harold’s daughter, has worked
out well for them. Modesty and her
family have been living in a small town in
outback Queensland that became
caught up in the flood up there. They
seem to have lost pretty much
everything, so of course there was only
one thing for us to do. We arranged for
them to come down here to dry out
while they decide on their future.
 
I am really looking forward to them all
coming, although I confess to being a bit
apprehensive about a house full of
young children. Benjamin was an only
child, and at our age, I fear Harold and I
could be a bit out of our depth.
 
Hopefully they will be able to enjoy our
beautiful start to autumn. I must sort out
some warm clothes for the little ones
now that our nights are getting colder.

And I wonder what they are used to
eating.

Oh dear! So much to do and they arrive
in just over a week!

I

Alice 

Rambling from the
Bramble Patch 

mailto:glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com
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Thursday 1  Mayst

6pm Landcare / Community
Meeting

Sat 10 May
Music At The Hall

Michael Waugh
7pm

$35 Tickets
events@glenlyon.vic.au

HAVE A COMMUNITY
EVENT YOU WANT LISTED

Send us the information - 
glenlyonnews@gmail.com

0475 005 545

 

Glenlyon Sports Club
Evan Davis 5348 7737 

0407 093 866 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 
John Mathews 0458008022 
Keith Fletcher 0402985007 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon
Landcare Group 

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au 

Glenlyon Village Market
Sarah Clark  0419516793

Friends of Glenlyon Dam
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com 

If you are member of a group
that would like to be listed

here contact
glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve 
Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 Chris Clare

0429 833 766 

Hepburn Seeds Savers
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999 

riverseedfarm@gmail.com 

Riding for the Disabled
Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust 
Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 

Glenlyon CFA
Russ Newton 0400 632 479 

Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Wombat Forestcare 
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 

Glenlyon Pony Club
Sarah Klas 0438 583 176 

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc 
gpa@glenlyon.vic.au 

 
1st MONDAY of even months 
Glenlyon Progress Association 
Glenlyon Community Hall 8pm 
Last THURSDAY each month 

Community Dinner
Glenlyon Community Hall 7pm

RSVP - Essential
events@glenlyon.vic.au  

3rd SATURDAY each month 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Glenlyon Community Hall 
9am-1pm 

3rd SUNDAY each month 
Pony Club Rally, 

Glenlyon Reserve 

By Edward Benedict 
Dan Harris recorded 24.4mm at Swords Rd, Andrew
Hitchman had 38.5mm at Dairy Flat Rd, Edward Benedict
28mm at Eldon St in Glenlyon and Lincoln Flynn 56mm

 from Wallaby Rd in Wheatsheaf for yearly totals of 77.9mm, 104.5mm,
84.5mm and 129mm respectively. Rainfall was recorded on 6 days at
Eldon street. 
The BOM is forecasting lower than average rainfall and above average
temperatures for the next 3 months. 
“Of all the seasons Autumn offers the most to man and requires the least
of him” Hal Borland

LOCAL GROUP
CONTACTS 

ONGOING 

Glenlyon Weather Summary - March 2025 

D 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to all the lovely people who sent good wishes
and kind words for my retirement from

Glenlyon District News. 

I am humbled by your support. It has been a pleasure
and privilege to bring

you all the news and views from Glenlyon district. 

I could not have done it without your help and the
wonderful community.

        ,   Wendy McKillop

COMING UP 

mailto:glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
mailto:friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
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Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633

VicRoads: 13 11 70 
1800 226 226 during fire season 
1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
Wildlife Victoria: 8400 7300 
Manfred Zabinskas, 
Five Freedoms Animal Rescue 
0438 681 501 

Bushfire Infoline 
ESTA (VicFire) 
Wildlife Rescue 

Snake Removal 

SES Flood and Storm 13 25 00 

G lenlyon Community Hall is an accessible and
welcoming space to host your next group event

or private function. With affordable rates and fees for
locals and community groups contact the booking officer
Charles Prebeg @ hire@glenlyon.vic.au / 0419506181

For more information on all community happenings,
monthly dinners and special events join the mailing list 
events@glenlyon.vic.au 

We are proud to bring you another edition of The Glenlyon
District News, a community information publication
under the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association. 

Letters to the Editor are encouraged. 

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from 
you.
 
Contact the editor;

Ryan Kennedy 

email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

April / May - Bookings
19 April - GRRCAC Meeting
26 / 27 April Camp Glenlyon & District Pony Club
17 May Glenlyon Adult Riders
18 May Glenlyon & District Pony Club
*** No dogs allowed at the reserve on riding days ***

For bookings and information contact - 
Chris Clare - 0429 833 766

In 2025 Ordinary Meetings of Council will be held at the
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. on the
fourth Tuesday of each month commencing at 6pm, and
are open to the public. The meetings will be recorded and
live-streamed to Council's YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au 

Tuesday 22 April 
Tuesday 27 May 
Tuesday 24 June
Tuesday 22 July
Tuesday 26 Aug 
Special Meetings 
Statutory Meeting of Council Tuesday 18 November 

Your place for local news, updates and information since 2001

Want to contribute? 
Looking to assist with our community’s

monthly publication?
We are seeking community members to write articles
about local events, assist with layout and design along
with anyone interested in building our advertising. Our
new Editor invites you to bring your resources & ideas
to an open discussion with our Editor - Ryan Kennedy

Tuesday April 29  7pm - 9pm th

Glenlyon Community Hall
RSVP Essential - 0475 005 545

glenlyonnews@gmail.com

GLENLYON COMMUNITY HALL GLENLYON RECREATION RESERVE

Glenlyon District News 

Council Meetings 2025 

Tuesday 23 Sep
Tuesday 28 Oct
Tuesday 25 Nov
Tuesday 16 Dec

mailto:cprebeg@yahoo.com.au
mailto:cprebeg@yahoo.com.au
mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/
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Thanks to Murrell Osborne for his hand written letter of appreciation. 
If you are interested in contributing and the future of the GDN please join our Editor Ryan Kennedy for a

community meeting about the GDN Tuesday 29 April 7-9pm  Glenlyon Community Hall 
RSVP - Essential - glenlyonnews@gmail.com / 0475 005 545


