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Coomoora...Denver...Drummond...Glenlyon...Porcupine Ridge...Wheatsheaf 

Established 2001 / Member CNAV

By Carmen Leslie

The Summer 2024/2025 fire season was a busy one for the local members of the Glenlyon CFA. This summer saw
firefighters attend numerous local call outs ranging from tree fires, motor vehicle accidents to out of control burn offs, grass
and scrub fires. The Glenlyon brigade also attended other local fire incidents in and around Daylesford, Kyneton and notably,
the bushfire that threatened homes and properties in Creswick during December last year.

As well as local incidents, several members also volunteered their time to larger events, crewing other CFA vehicles around
the state and formed part of strike teams servicing the two large bushfires in the Grampians throughout December and
January. The Grampians bushfire impacted 135,800 hectares of the Gariwerd National Park and surrounding townships.
Members supported this campaign through the Grampians deploying to Halls Gap, Pomonal, Dunkeld and Willaura. Glenlyon
firefighters also attended bushfires at the Little Desert National Park and Kadnook, near the South Australian border. 

The non-operational team of volunteers has grown in numbers and has been supporting the brigade with fundraising at the
Glenlyon New Year’s Day Sports Day, social events for members such as breakfasts and barbecues, as well as assisting with
community engagement events like the recent Community Fireguard Program that provided fire safety content to residents
wishing to become involved in local fireguard groups. The fundraising and social team look forward to planning more
community events in the future.

On Wednesday 2nd April, the Glenlyon Fire Brigade held their brigade election. We congratulate, Russell Newton on his re-
election as Captain of the Glenlyon Brigade. Other brigade management team positions were elected as follows:
1st Lieutenant and Training Coordinator Alan Leslie, 2nd Lieutenant Anthony Schnellbeck, 3rd Lieutenant and Asset
Maintenance Coordinator Alan Kaye, 4th Lieutenant David Hood.
Communications Officer Rob Butler, Health and Safety Officer Michael Frost, Secretary Jessica Newton, Treasurer Geoffery
Deen, Community Safety Coordinator Carmen Leslie, Fundraising Coordinator Carmel Bolton.

As the fire season comes to a close it is a timely reminder to ensure that wood heater flues are cleaned and checked for
blockages. Please also familiarise yourself with safe burning off practices with fire restrictions no longer in place.
Thank you to all CFA members for helping to keep us safe over the Summer period. 

Glenlyon Tanker 1 working together with Daylesford Command Vehicle and Trentham Tanker 1 on a strike team
Image Provided by Glenlyon Fire Brigade 

END OF SEASON
FIRE REPORTFIRE REPORT
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Joan Rattray (née Marshall) was a quiet achiever whose life was defined by strength, resilience, and a deep love for
her family and animals. Though she shunned the spotlight, her steady presence and tireless contributions touched many
lives in the community and beyond. Born in Carlton, Joan was the eldest of four siblings. Her early life in Footscray was
shaped by modest means and traditional expectations—her education was cut short at 14 to help support the family. She
began working at Forges department store, where her keen mind and work ethic quickly earned her a promotion and a role
in training as a clothing buyer.

At just 16, Joan met her future husband, Graeme Rattray, and the two began a lifelong partnership. They married in 1965
and raised two sons, Travis and Sandor, while running an engineering business together. Joan managed the books,
deliveries, and operations, juggling business and motherhood with efficiency and determination—all without the help of
modern conveniences like mobile phones or GPS.

Life changed dramatically after a motorcycle accident in 1984 left Graeme with lasting injuries. Joan adapted once again,
returning to work—first at Forges, then at the Port of Melbourne Authority, where she advanced from the kitchen to the
payroll office. Around this time, the family purchased a farm in Glenlyon, where Joan found joy in animals and the outdoors,
especially her beloved goats, horses, and dogs.

Retirement brought her dreams of a peaceful life on the farm, where she bred and showed Miniature Pinschers and Fox
Terriers. One of her dogs even became an Australian Champion. Though a hand injury later slowed her down, Joan
remained determined, relearning how to write and continuing her work on the property. She delighted in riding horses and
tending her garden—even if the goats often got to it first. 

Joan was a community-minded woman committed to her community and friends as well as a keen interest in current
events. Denise Leonard fondly recalls hearing Joan on ABC Drive calling in answers and winning the quiz on several
occasions.  Terry Bolton says “Joan was a dedicated friend helping our family through a tough time ands she remained by
our side. An all around good gal couldn’t have asked for a better friend through the years.” 

She volunteered with Riding for the Disabled, Landcare, Glenlyon Progress Association and her local Probus club. As a
dedicated member of the Daylesford Probus Club from 2008, she served as president in 2014 and contributed tirelessly
behind the scenes. Despite facing challenges she met life’s hardships with grace and dignity, and in later years, found joy
and companionship with new friends, local social groups and travel. Neighbour Dan Harris said “The last few years Joan
was a keen traveler enjoying cruises and regional trips with friends and a new found love of travel.” 

Above all, Joan cherished her role as a mother and grandmother. She was the strong, guiding presence in her family—“the
glue” that held everyone together. She adored her grandchildren and was deeply proud of her growing family, though she
sadly missed the birth of her great-great-granddaughter Alysha by just a few weeks.

Joan will be dearly missed and fondly remembered by all who knew her.
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By Ryan Kennedy 
A life of love, perseverance, and quiet strength

Photos provided by Rattray Family
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By Mark Raphael

Blueberries need constantly moist soil to thrive, with their shallow roots spreading out just below the surface.
Glenlyon seems to have experienced an endless summer this year, with very little rain. To keep the bushes alive, I have
been making three pilgrimages each evening to the orchard to change over the hose that feeds the sprinkler loops around
the blueberries. My journeys have been illuminated by a new LED headlamp, its bright white beam piercing the inky
blackness of the orchard and revealing to me its nocturnal secrets. 

The first and most striking discovery was the tiny diamond-like pin pricks of light coming from the floor of the orchard. At
first I thought these were drops of dew, but then, drops of dew don’t usually scurry about the place! On closer inspection, I
realised that what I was seeing was the reflection of light from the eyes of an army of spiders, marching across the ground all
around me. Like a cat’s eyes, these intrepid arachnids had eyes (all eight of them) that reflected light directly back into my
eyes from the headlamp. When I held the lamp down by my side, all the reflections disappeared, leaving me none the wiser
about the presence of the hundreds of eight legged companions all around me. On closer inspection, I discovered that these
starry eyed critters lived in perfectly circular holes in the ground. How a spider can dig such holes is beyond me! All I knew
was that my policy of always wearing my steel-caps around the grounds of my property was a darn good idea!

On occasion, I would encounter pairs of bright shiny eyes. These were large and well set apart. I had my fingers crossed that
these didn’t belong to some giant scorpions. No, they belonged to Freddo and his cadre of amphibious adventurers. Not sure
exactly how frogs found a home in the orchard, so far away from the nearest dam. Terrestrial survivors, that’s for sure. 

Of late, I have noticed that some of the Silvereyes who dart about during the day were not heading home as the sun began to
set. They usually exit via a gap in the net that I had left open for them. Rather, the little things have taken to roosting in the
hazelnut trees at the end of the day. This usually involves much flitting about, sorting out which branch was best, just as the
gloaming set in. I was never too sure what all this commotion meant until I encountered a pair of them cuddling up close,
totally unfazed by the bright light that revealed them. I guess they had no idea of what kind of light-emitting cyclops they
were witnessing. 

If my need to swap over the hose occurred quite in the late evening, I would often come across two little balls of green and
grey fluff, heads under their wings, blissfully unaware that their sleeping arrangements for the night had been discovered. I
now tread carefully around the hazelnuts of an evening for fear of disturbing their snoozing occupants and causing them to
take flight into the darkness. 

These precious encounters have transformed my trudges down to the orchard into journeys of discovery. I have now had the
privilege of meeting some of the other residents of 18 Spring Street by the glow of torchlight. I wonder what other creatures
are lurking among the blueberries, out there in the darkness?

Nocturnal Secrets of a Blueberry Orchard

Image: Spider and Frog - Nocturnal
Creatures - Photo by Mark Raphael



Congratulations to the Glenlyon Sports Club and its dedicated team of volunteers for hosting yet another unforgettable
Mixed Sports Gathering on New Year’s Day 2025. This beloved community event was not only a celebration of tradition
and fun, but also a major fundraising triumph, generating more than $16,000 — an impressive achievement for a small yet
passionate club rooted in community spirit.

Staying true to its values of generosity and local support, the club has proudly distributed the proceeds to over twenty
charitable organisations and community groups. These donations reinforce the club’s commitment to promoting health,
wellbeing, and inclusion across the region. Beneficiaries include both well-established and emerging organisations such as
the Ballarat Cancer Research Unit, the Blue Tree Foundation (which raises awareness for mental health), the Daylesford
Junior Football and Netball Club, and Riding for the Disabled. Local schools, including Daylesford and Hepburn Primary, as
well as Saint John's Ambulance, also received valuable support to aid their important work.

In a wonderful nod to grassroots communication, the Glenlyon District News received a $300 donation to support the
creation of new print distribution boxes. These will be placed throughout the district, making the local publication more
accessible and reinforcing the role of community news in keeping residents informed and connected.

The Mixed Sports Day in Glenlyon holds the honour of being Australia’s longest-running mixed sports event, and it remains a
cherished tradition for locals and visitors alike. Set against the serene backdrop of grand oak and elm trees, attendees
enjoyed a lively program of activities, including woodchopping competitions, bullboar eating contests, gumboot throwing,
and the quirky yet iconic World Mineral Water Drinking Championship. These unique offerings make the day one of the
region’s most anticipated and well-loved events.

The Glenlyon Sports Club, which has run the event for more than a century, is powered by a blend of long-established local
families and newer community members. Their shared commitment and tireless effort were on full display this year, drawing
media coverage from The Age and Channel 7.

Mark your calendars for New Year’s Day 2026 — the next edition promises more fun, laughter, and opportunities to support
vital local causes. Here’s to another year of community, tradition, and giving back.
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New Years Mixed Sports Day 2025
By Ryan Kennedy

Photos by Richard Tommy Champion 
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Community Groups
 
Glenlyon Progress Association
The GPA is a volunteer based association that exists to promote
the general welfare of Glenlyon and District (and) to enhance
social and cultural life. Hosting a number of community
happenings including monthly dinners, music, film and annual
events at the Glenlyon Community Hall. The GPA maintains the
Glenlyon Community Hall and strongly encourages residents and
other cultural groups to hire the hall for their next event. 

For more information: gpa@glenlyon.vic.au  
Join the mailing list events@glenlyon.vic.au 
Hall Hire: hire@glenlyon.vic.au 

By Glenlyon Fire Brigade

Fire restrictions in the Hepburn Shire ended on the 1st
of May. If you’re planning to burn off on your property,
please follow the advice from the CFA to avoid
unnecessary call outs.

1.Check with Hepburn Shire local laws regarding
when, where and what you can burn off
www.hepburn.vic.gov.au

2.Check the weather for the day of your burn off as
well as the days after as wind can reignite your burn

3.Ensure an adequate water supply to extinguish an
unexpected outbreak

4.Create a 3 metre clearance around your planned
burn

5.Register your burn off 1800 668 511 or online at
www.firepermits.vic.gov.au 

6.Notify your neighbours
7.Do not leave your burn unattended and ensure if it is

completely extinguished before you leave it
For more information about burning off safely, please
visit https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/how-to-
prepare-your-property/burning-off

 
Glenlyon Fire Brigade
Your local volunteer fire brigade, located at 25 Barkly Street.
Part of the Glenlyon Group in CFA District 15. 

Captain: Russ Newton 0400 632 479 
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

 
Glenlyon Recreation Reserve
Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Community Asset Committee
maintaining and managing the Glenlyon Reserve. Contact the
GRRCAC for reserve hire, camping and compliance. 

Ms Chris Clare: 0429 833 766
glenlyonrecreservesecretary@gmail.com

 
Glenlyon Sports Club
A volunteer based club hosting the nation's longest running
mixed sports day on New Year's Day at the Glenlyon Reserve.
The annual event consists of an array of quirky sporting events
and competitions, including woodchopping, mineral water
drinking, and much more. All proceeds raised go to Daylesford
and surrounding district hospitals, charities and youth groups. 

Evan Davis: H 5348 7737 / M 0407 093 866 
glenlyonsportsclub@gmail.com

 
Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group
Volunteers working together to protect our rich biodiversity, our
natural assets and educate our local community. Our purpose is
to run a range of activities that have a community capacity-
building and environmental focus, and to maintain, protect and
enhance the natural assets in our region. For more information
and to volunteer visit our website: www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169  
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
 
Wombat Forestcare 
Wombat Forestcare is a community group dedicated to
protecting and enhancing the Wombat Forest and surrounding
areas. With a strong focus on community involvement and
education, and includes undertaking flora and fauna surveys. We
also enjoy the social aspect of a forest group, with picnics and
bushwalks for people who love being in the bush. 

www.wombatforestcare.org.au
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

 
Burning Off Safely

Community Safety

By Ryan Kennedy

Thanks to all the attendees at the GDN’s refresh and
renewal, it was encouraging to see big numbers of
people in support and offer insights. For those still
wanting to participate please fill in the back page survey
and return to the GDN via email or mail. 

You may have noticed a few changes in the layout and
look of the GDN in this current edition. These are
temporary as we move towards a new look and layout. 

The GDN is community driven and editorial
contributions are welcome.  One can expect to hear
more from our younger residents, articles on residents,
creative writing, crosswords / comics, local history and
gardening tips in future editions. 

If you’d like to contribute or join the team please
contact us at:

glenlyonnews@gmail.com 
32 Barkly St, Glenlyon Vic 3461
0475 005 545

GDN - Update

mailto:gpa@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:hire@glenlyon.vic.au
http://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/
http://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/
http://www.firepermits.vic.gov.au/
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/how-to-prepare-your-property/burning-off
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/how-to-prepare-your-property/burning-off
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/how-to-prepare-your-property/burning-off
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/how-to-prepare-your-property/burning-off
http://www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au/
http://www.wombatforestcare.org.au/
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EXCAVATION: Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t excavator. 
Landscaping, trenching, stump and post holes, retaining 
walls and small driveways. 
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

ORCHARD:
Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard – Local farm fresh berries
and fruit.
To be notified of produce availability,
contact Mark at 0484 183 686
or glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com 

PLUMBER: 
Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked 
drain specialist. 
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door, 
regional platters and function space available for weddings, 
commitment ceremonies and special occasions. Open 
weekends, public holidays or by appointment. 
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

ARBORIST:
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree climber.
Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. Chipping and
stump grinding.
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional counselling. 
Strength centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442 

LOCAL BUSINESS
DIRECTORY 

Local businesses: 

List your services here 

digital circulation of over 500. 
email glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

to target the local market through a 

We were pleased to welcome our
adopted granddaughter, Modesty, and
her family after they had been rained
out in North Queensland. After a period
of settling in and drying out, discussion
turned to the future. One of the
liberating things about losing everything
is that the range of options to move
forward is not constrained by material
goods. Having gone through more than
her share of upheavals in her young life,
Modesty is not a person to sit back and
bemoan her fate. Ideas put forward
included staying in Victoria (too cold),
mining in Western Australia
(economically unstable), going overseas
(too risky) or returning to Queensland.
 
The last idea came in for more
discussion when we received a call from
Jack, Modesty’s brother. Over recent
years, Jack has turned to working with
charities. He started off rescuing
baby turtles in Far North Queensland
and has branched out into post-disaster
assistance. It is amazing the twists and
turns life can take.
 
Jack was talking to Modesty about the
floods and said how, now that the water
is receding, there is so much work to be
done restoring fences and clearing
rubbish on the affected properties. He
predicted that once the water subsided,
grass would start growing in previously
dry areas and farmers who stay will need
to start restocking. He is thinking of
joining a team from Blaze Aid to help
with fencing. Modesty and her All-too-
handsome cowboy husband became
very animated discussing the
possibilities.
 
Walking around my garden, I
commented to Harold how it would be
nice to get some of the rain here to get
things growing again. It continues to be
so very dry. The garden has taken a
real hit; plants that survived other
summers have just turned up their toes
this year and rabbits have moved in and
finished off the rest. However, I have no
doubt that soon I will be complaining
about being cold. Winters seem to be
getting longer and this year I am not
looking forward to another one. 

Modesty says that I am getting old and
grumpy.

Alice 

Rambling from the
Bramble Patch 

mailto:glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com
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Thursday 1  Mayst

6pm Landcare / Community
Meeting

Sat 10 May
Music At The Hall

Michael Waugh
7pm

$35 Tickets
events@glenlyon.vic.au

HAVE A COMMUNITY
EVENT YOU WANT LISTED

Send us the information - 
glenlyonnews@gmail.com

0475 005 545

 

Glenlyon Sports Club
Evan Davis 5348 7737 

0407 093 866 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 
John Mathews 0458008022 
Keith Fletcher 0402985007 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon
Landcare Group 

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au 

Glenlyon Village Market
Sarah Clark  0419516793

Friends of Glenlyon Dam
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com 

If you are member of a group
that would like to be listed

here contact
glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve 
Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 Chris Clare

0429 833 766 

Hepburn Seeds Savers
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999 

riverseedfarm@gmail.com 

Riding for the Disabled
Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust 
Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 

Glenlyon CFA
Russ Newton 0400 632 479 

Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Wombat Forestcare 
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 

Glenlyon Pony Club
Sarah Klas 0438 583 176 

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc 
gpa@glenlyon.vic.au 

 
1st MONDAY of even months 
Glenlyon Progress Association 
Glenlyon Community Hall 8pm 
Last THURSDAY each month 

Community Dinner
Glenlyon Community Hall 7pm

RSVP - Essential
events@glenlyon.vic.au  

3rd SATURDAY each month 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Glenlyon Community Hall 
9am-1pm 

3rd SUNDAY each month 
Pony Club Rally, 

Glenlyon Reserve 

By Edward Benedict 

Dan Harris recorded 18.2mm at Swords Rd, Andrew Hitchman had 16mm
at Dairy Flat Rd, Edward Benedict 23.5mm at Eldon St in Glenlyon and
Lincoln Flynn 20mm from Wallaby Rd in Wheatsheaf for yearly totals of
97.6mm, 120.5mm, 108mm and 149mm respectively. Rainfall was
recorded on 6 days at Eldon street.

As of the same time last year we are about 100mm less rainfall meaning
it’s pretty dry out there folks. 

“As rain falls equally on the just and the unjust, do not burden your heart
with judgements but rain your kindness equally on all.” Buddha

LOCAL GROUP
CONTACTS 

ONGOING 

Glenlyon Weather Summary - March 2025 

COMING UP 

For more information or to join email
forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com 

4 April Wendy and Lucy 
Drama USA (2008) 

4 July

Ray Harryhausen: special effects 
Documentary France (2011) 
Somers Town 
Comedy/drama USA (2008) 

6 June 

1 August A Separation 
Drama Iran (2011) 

5 September King of Pekin 
Arthouse Australia (2017) 

3 October Dr Strangelove 
Thriller UK (1964) 

Soup and bread at 6.15pm 
Film commences at 7.15pm 

Program 
Forest Film Society 

Season Six 2025
3461 

mailto:glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
mailto:friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
mailto:riverseedfarm@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
mailto:glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com
mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
mailto:forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com


8

Glenlyon District News No 279 May 2025 

Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633

VicRoads: 13 11 70 
1800 226 226 during fire season 
1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
Wildlife Victoria: 8400 7300 
Manfred Zabinskas, 
Five Freedoms Animal Rescue 
0438 681 501 

Bushfire Infoline 
ESTA (VicFire) 
Wildlife Rescue 

Snake Removal 

SES Flood and Storm 13 25 00 

Glenlyon Community Hall is an accessible and
welcoming space to host your next group event or
private function. With affordable rates and fees for
locals and community groups contact the booking
officer Charles Prebeg @ hire@glenlyon.vic.au /
0419506181

We are proud to bring you another edition of The Glenlyon
District News, a community information publication
under the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association.
The GDN remains editorially independent of the GPA and
the views expressed do not reflect the GPA. 

Letters to the Editor and contributions are encouraged. 

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from 
you.
 
Contact the editor;

Ryan Kennedy 

email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

April / May - Bookings
17 May Glenlyon Adult Riders
18 May Glenlyon & District Pony Club
*** No dogs allowed at the reserve on riding days ***

For bookings and information contact - 
Chris Clare - 0429 833 766

In 2025 Ordinary Meetings of Council will be held at the
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. on the
fourth Tuesday of each month commencing at 6pm, and
are open to the public. The meetings will be recorded and
live-streamed to Council's YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au 

 Tuesday 27 May 
Tuesday 24 June
Tuesday 22 July
Tuesday 26 Aug 

Special Meetings 
Statutory Meeting of Council Tuesday 18 November 

500+ Digital Circulation

Affordable and Effective

Events / Businesses / For Sale

Contact:
glenlyonnews@gmail.com

0475005545

GLENLYON COMMUNITY HALL GLENLYON RECREATION RESERVE

ADVERTISE WITH US

Council Meetings 2025 

Tuesday 23 Sep
Tuesday 28 Oct
Tuesday 25 Nov
Tuesday 16 Dec

mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/
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Return via email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com
Return via post: 32 Barkly St, Glenlyon 3461


