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Coomoora...Denver...Drummond...Glenlyon...Porcupine Ridge...Wheatsheaf 

Established 2001 / Member CNAV

By Justin Rowe
The Glenlyon ‘swamp’ is a large parcel of land in central Glenlyon bordered by Ford Street to the north and Molesworth
Street at the southern end. The area contains the remnant stumps of mature trees felled decades ago during attempted
agricultural use. Many other environmental features have also been erased and today you will find plenty of weeds, a cluster
of non-native trees, boggy ground underfoot (courtesy of a seasonal spring or two), and a large population of Eastern Grey
Kangaroos.

Recently, the leasehold of the Southern half of this site was relinquished and management of the land passed to the
Department of Environment, Energy and Climate Action (DEECA). This change in stewardship has led to discussion within
State and Local Government of what exactly to do with this section of land. Following discussions with both DEECA and
Hepburn Shire Council (HSC), Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group (GULLG) have registered an interest in becoming the
committee of management for the ‘swamp’ with the idea of establishing the Glenlyon Wetland Nature Reserve. The
intention, whist early in consideration and planning, would be to work towards revegetating the area of land and to enable
greater community access. This could potentially include removal of weeds and non-native trees, replacement or removal of
the north boundary fence, planting of local-native trees, shrubs and grasses, water course management and eventually
installation of walking paths, seating and signage.

To engage with the local community, GULLG have undertaken a door knocking exercise to meet with adjacent landholders,
as well as holding an information and engagement session on the 1st of May in the Glenlyon Hall. The purpose of both
activities was to give interested community members the opportunity to hear about the proposition, ask questions and
contribute ideas and suggestions.

These discussions produced a wealth of great suggestions reflecting the perspectives of many within the community. These
included but were not limited to; the potential fire hazard that could be created, water flow and retention and how this might
impact neighbours, and the importance of broad consultation with bodies such as Djarra, the North Central Catchment
Management Authority (NCCMA).

It was generally agreed that this would require a significant amount of work from GULLG members as well as members of
the community, it is apparent that remediation of this swamp land by converting a largely desolate and unmanaged area into
an attractive centrally located natural wetland precinct presents multiple benefits for Glenlyon community residents.
As an initial step, GULLG has been successful in securing a council biodiversity grant for the purpose of conducting a
vegetation survey.

If you are interested in getting involved in this project, or have questions or suggestions, you can contact GULLG via
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com You will also be able to find updates and more information through the GULLG website
glenlyonlandcare.org.au. 

Glenlyon Swamp and Exisiting Site Map - Image and Map Provided by Justin Rowe

Glenlyon ‘Swamp’
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By Mark Raphael

The medieval medlar is a wonder to behold during autumn, the large soft leaves turning a russeted red and ochre while the
wondrous fruit begins its ripening journey from firm and starchy, ideal for making jelly, to a fully bletted state, its flesh
transforming into a sweet sticky brown paste, with a flavour resembling fruit mince tarts, butterscotch and sticky date
pudding! 

Not to be outdone, the blueberry field undergoes a breath-taking transformation, from verdant green to flaming crimson.
During this time, the fruiting buds begin to form, setting up each bush for their new crop to arrive late in December.

The orchard is now enjoying a solid drenching and entering its period of winter rest after offering up all that splendid fruit.
This is bringing to an end a period of continuous harvest that commenced in late November with the sweet cherries and will
conclude with the last of the persimmons in frosty July. 

The focus is now shifting to all those essential tasks needed to get the orchard ready for the commencement of the 2026
harvest; repairing holes in the net, pruning the blueberries, spreading fresh eucalyptus wood chips, sorting out some
stubborn weeds. Can’t wait!

Quinces, Figs, and Medlars...Oh My!

 Photo by Mark Raphael

Our long dry autumn is now finally behind
us. The lengthy period of fine weather left
much of the orchard enjoying a protracted
Indian summer. The mild overnight
temperatures allowed the trees to hold on to
their green leaves for an extended period,
leaving me to start to wonder if the change of
the seasons might be skipped this year!

The late harvest specialists have really shone
in recent weeks. Quinces, figs, medlars and
the last of the apples enjoyed an extended
hang-time, ensuring a long ripening period.
The first hard frosts at the end of May worked
their magic and autumn came with a rush.
Suddenly the Preston’s Prolific fig dropped his
entire cloak of green over a couple of days. The
magnificent Fuyu persimmon did likewise,
shedding her dazzling clothes of yellow and
red leaves almost overnight, leaving her
glorious orange orbs hanging like decorations
on a Christmas tree. The Fuyu will now benefit
from successive freezing events, softening the
delicious orange flesh, with a flavour
reminiscent of apricots and cantaloupe. 

By Ryan Kennedy

Now That’s Progress

GPA Community Meeting – June 3rd Summary

The June 3rd GPA meeting was attended by several community members along with Councillors Pat Hockey and Shirley
Cornish. 

Old Fire Shed: The GPA Committee of Management has received DECCA approval to seal the shed’s floor with resin,
eliminating any remaining safety risks from past use. They are currently seeking quotes from certified professionals.

Community Website: Hepburn Shire Council has granted funding to develop a new Glenlyon community website centered on
the hall. The site will serve as an online hub for local events, hall bookings and our areas community groups. 

Road Safety: The GPA is urging VICROADS to address the dangerous Spring Hill Rd and Daylesford–Malmsbury Rd
intersection. Community members voiced serious concerns about speeding and poor visibility. Residents are encouraged to
report the issue via the VICROADS website. The more reports lodged with VICROADS betters our chances for a change.

Glenlyon Pavilion: Cr. Shirley Cornish reaffirmed her support for a “fit for purpose solution” at the Glenlyon Recreation
Reserve. Although federal funds are earmarked for a new pavilion, she is exploring whether they could instead support a
renovation. Cr. Cornish also fielded questions regarding cuts to arts, culture, climate, and environmental funding.
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Fire restrictions were lifted on May 1st. Since this time, the Glenlyon and surrounding local brigades have attended
multiple call outs to out-of-control burn offs on private properties. Fire behaviour is being driven by an abundance of very
dry fuels, grasses and forest vegetation, combined with our below average rainfall.
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Unseasonal Fire Danger
By Carmen Leslie

Image: Glenlyon Tanker 1, 20th May – Spring Hill. Extinguishing out of control burn-off threatening a residence.  Image credit: Alan Leslie

The Australian Fire and Emergency Services
Council (AFAC) has identified that there is an
unseasonal bushfire risk potential for winter 2025.
Despite restrictions being lifted and the mornings
becoming frosty and cold, please remain vigilant
when burning off. 

Register your burn off on 1800 668 511 or
www.firepermits.vic.gov.au and check the forecast
wind strengths for the time period you will be
burning – that is from ignition until the fire is
completely out. 

Other considerations causing landowners to lose
control of burn offs is insufficient equipment and
water supply and little or no fire break. Therefore,
have plenty of water at hand, create a 3m
clearance around your burn, never leave a burn off
unattended and ensure it is totally extinguished.
For more information, visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au

Song Sharing 
Folk Concert
At The White Room
By Bronwyn Rowbotham

On Saturday 28th June, two incredible musicians Paul Wookey &
Khristian Mizzi will sit together in The White Room and share songs.
It will be a wonderful afternoon concert with warmth that will
challenge the winter day. 

Paul Wookey has been a stalwart of the Australian Folk and Americana
scene, picking and singing his way both here and overseas for more
than 50 years. His award winning songs, his prowess as a guitarist and
his witty banter, charms his audience. Also, Paul has said this will be
one of his last performances as a solo artist, another reason to book
before this concert fills.

With a 'strong and gentle' voice, and an art for weaving beauty and
truth into the words of each song, Kris Mizzi reaches the hearts of his
audiences with performances that are joyful, uplifting, confronting,
spiritual, comedic and vulnerable all at once. Winner of 2017
Troubadour Award as well as 2021 Folk Alliance 'Australian Solo Artist
of the Year', Melbourne Singer/Songwriter Kris Mizzi is making waves
throughout the Folk circuit across the country. 

DATE: Saturday 28th June 2025
Time: 2.00pm for a 2.30pm start
Venue: 31 Morton Street, Glenlyon
Donation: $30 Please click the link below to secure your seat.
BYO drinks and a plate to share.

More than half of the available tickets have been sold, so if you are
planning to come but have not booked, do so very soon. Seating is
limited so bookings are essential. Please secure your seat by email
bronwynjr@icloud.com or call Bronwyn on 0409 400 281 if you have
any questions.

Khristian Mizzi - Image provided by artist

Paul Wookey - Image provided by artist
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for disaster and after her tragic death Benjamin was the only person with any interest in the children. Fortunately for
him, by that time he had met Harold’s daughter Felicity, and the two of them adopted the family, eventually adding two
of their own. Shared adversity can force families apart or draw them closer together. Modesty, her brothers and their
younger sister have formed a strong bond despite having very different personalities.

A recent phone conversation between Modesty and Jack resulted in some firm plans being made for Modesty and her
family to return to Queensland to help flood-affected properties clean up and rebuild fences. They spoke to some Blaze
Aid volunteers who make a lifestyle of moving around as a group, like a community of benevolent gypsies. Surprisingly,
some of them are about our age as well as younger volunteers who have joined to gain experience. The idea was soon
enthusiastically embraced by their Remi. He has become a more than adequate photographer and is planning to move
into film. He is looking for a change of scenery after a relationship breakup and has seized on the idea of helping as an
opportunity to make a documentary as well. 

I mentioned to Harold that I envied them for having a common purpose to achieve something for the farmers of
Queensland. He surprised me by saying, “Why don’t we join them?” At first I thought he was joking, but the more we
talked about it the less crazy the idea sounded. We have become somewhat staid and stodgy in our old age and miss
having the family nearby. 

 As Harold pointed out, they will need someone to help with the children and domestic arrangements. A long call to
Benjamin and Felicity in Brisbane followed and the beginnings of a plan fell into place. The start of cold weather in
Glenlyon has sealed it. 

Winters are just not the same as when we spent our evenings by an open fire with a bottle of local wine and Bruce
sprawled out at our feet, nose and paws twitching as she dreamed her doggy dreams. Now the open fire has given way
to air-con, Bruce has gone to doggy heaven and the familiar wineries have closed or changed. A new challenge in a
warmer climate with family around is just what we need to put some life back into our lives.

Traffic Accident Commission’s L2P Program,  a
statewide program that pairs participants with
volunteers to help learners achieve the 120 hours of
driving in order to get their P plates. 

By volunteering your time you're not just educating
future drivers but providing young adults with the
means to employment and the ability to socially
connect as well as leaving a lasting positive impact.

If you’re interested in volunteering your time or are
in need of an accessible and affordable route to
getting your P plates contact: 
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Driving Mentors Wanted---------------------------------L2P Program

Ramblings From The Bramble Patch

Alice 

Things have moved rather quickly here at the Bramble Patch...My adopted grandchildren are an
interesting bunch. They came into my life one memorable Christmas in December 2003 when my son
Benjamin formed a relationship with their mother, Kylie. Kylie came with four children, Modesty, Jack
and Remmi, then aged six, four, three years respectively, each apparently with a different father, and
Clarissa a baby of six weeks who she claimed Benjamin to be the father of. Kylie was always headed
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Community Groups
 
Glenlyon Progress Association
The GPA is a volunteer based association that exists to promote
the general welfare of Glenlyon and District (and) to enhance
social and cultural life. Hosting a number of community
happenings including monthly dinners, music, film and annual
events at the Glenlyon Community Hall. The GPA maintains the
Glenlyon Community Hall and strongly encourages residents and
other cultural groups to hire the hall for their next event. 

For more information: gpa@glenlyon.vic.au  
Join the mailing list events@glenlyon.vic.au 
Hall Hire: hire@glenlyon.vic.au 

By Glenlyon Fire Brigade

With the cooler weather upon us, the Glenlyon Brigade
is recommencing its Smoke Alarm Installation Program.

This program aims to increase the awareness of home
fire hazards, especially as we increase our use of
heaters, electric blankets and charge electronic
devices. 

The CFA currently recommends smoke alarms be
installed in every bedroom, living area and hallway in
your residence. Trained members from our brigade are
available to install new 10-year, long life lithium battery
smoke alarms to local residents. Working smoke alarms
save lives.

For more information, please feel free to contact:

Community Safety Coordinator, Carmen Leslie
0417944278

 
Glenlyon Fire Brigade
Your local volunteer fire brigade, located at 25 Barkly Street.
Part of the Glenlyon Group in CFA District 15. 

Captain: Russ Newton 0400 632 479 
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093
 
Glenlyon Recreation Reserve
Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Community Asset Committee
maintaining and managing the Glenlyon Reserve. Contact the
GRRCAC for reserve hire, camping and compliance. 

Ms Chris Clare: 0429 833 766
glenlyonrecreservesecretary@gmail.com
 
Glenlyon Sports Club
A volunteer based club hosting the nation's longest running
mixed sports day on New Year's Day at the Glenlyon Reserve.
The annual event consists of an array of quirky sporting events
and competitions, including woodchopping, mineral water
drinking, and much more. All proceeds raised go to Daylesford
and surrounding district hospitals, charities and youth groups. 

Evan Davis: H 5348 7737 / M 0407 093 866 
glenlyonsportsclub@gmail.com

 
Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group
Volunteers working together to protect our rich biodiversity, our
natural assets and educate our local community. Our purpose is
to run a range of activities that have a community capacity-
building and environmental focus, and to maintain, protect and
enhance the natural assets in our region. For more information
and to volunteer visit our website: www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169  
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
 
Wombat Forestcare 
Wombat Forestcare is a community group dedicated to
protecting and enhancing the Wombat Forest and surrounding
areas. With a strong focus on community involvement and
education, and includes undertaking flora and fauna surveys. We
also enjoy the social aspect of a forest group, with picnics and
bushwalks for people who love being in the bush. 

www.wombatforestcare.org.au
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

 
Smoke Alarm Installation
Program 

Community Safety

By Sarah Clark

For over a decade the Glenlyon Village Market has been
your go to for local produce, handmade goods and
social connection. Catch up on the latest local word of
mouth with a warm cuppa and friendly atmosphere.

We encourage residents to come by for a cuppa and
enjoy the friendly vendors.  

Every 3rd Saturday of the month from 9am - 1pm at the
Community Hall rain or shine. Visitors to the market can
expect friendly Glenlyon locals selling fresh produce,
handmade crafts, coffee / tea and baked goods.

If you’d like to become a vendor please contact:

Sarah Clark  0419 516 793

Glenlyon Village Market

Glenlyon District News No 280 June 2025 

mailto:gpa@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:hire@glenlyon.vic.au
http://www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au/
http://www.wombatforestcare.org.au/


6

EXCAVATION: Jamie Liversidge – 1.7t excavator. 
Landscaping, trenching, stump and post holes, retaining 
walls and small driveways. 
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432 

ORCHARD:
Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard – Local farm fresh berries
and fruit.
To be notified of produce availability,
contact Mark at 0484 183 686
or glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com 

PLUMBER: 
Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains – Hot water service 
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked 
drain specialist. 
Contact Jono 0483 316 057 

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door, 
regional platters and function space available for weddings, 
commitment ceremonies and special occasions. Open 
weekends, public holidays or by appointment. 
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

ARBORIST:
Tyson’s Tree Service – Qualified arborist and tree climber.
Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. Chipping and
stump grinding.
Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com 

COUNSELLING: 
Access Your Potential – Professional counselling. 
Strength centred counselling services for families, children, 
young people, adults, and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome. 
Servicing all areas. 
Call Mirelle 0429 807 442 

Local businesses: 

List your services here to target the local
market through a  digital circulation of
over 500. 
email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

Barkly Street In Autumn - Photo by Keith Fletcher
Send your photo to the GDN to be included in our monthly Community Snap Shot - glenlyonnews@gmail.com

COMMUNITY SNAP SHOT
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Sat June 21st
9am - 1pm

Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

Sat June 21st
10am - 12pm

Council Listening Post
Glenlyon Community Hall

Sat June 21st
10am - 12pm

GPA BBQ
Glenlyon Community Hall

Sun July 27th
10am - 12:30pm
Glenlyon Reserve
National Tree Day

GULLG - Tree Planting w /Free BBQ

 

Glenlyon Sports Club
Evan Davis 5348 7737 

0407 093 866 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 
John Mathews 0458008022 
Keith Fletcher 0402985007 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon
Landcare Group 

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au 

Glenlyon Village Market
Sarah Clark  0419516793

Friends of Glenlyon Dam
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com 

If you are member of a group
that would like to be listed

here contact
glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve 
Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 Chris Clare

0429 833 766 

Hepburn Seeds Savers
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999 

riverseedfarm@gmail.com 

Riding for the Disabled
Lesley Hewitt 5348 1749 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust 
Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539 

Glenlyon CFA
Russ Newton 0400 632 479 

Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Wombat Forestcare 
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 

Glenlyon Pony Club
Sarah Klas 0438 583 176 

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc 
gpa@glenlyon.vic.au 

 
1st MONDAY of even months 
Glenlyon Progress Association 
Glenlyon Community Hall 8pm 

Last THURSDAY of most months
Community Dinner -  RSVP - Essential

For more information:
events@glenlyon.vic.au  

3rd SATURDAY each month 
Glenlyon Village Market 

Glenlyon Community Hall 
9am-1pm 

3rd SUNDAY each month 
Pony Club Rally, 

Glenlyon Reserve 

By Edward Benedict 

LOCAL GROUP
CONTACTS 

ONGOING 

Glenlyon Weather Summary - March 2025 

COMING UP 

For more information or to join email
forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com 

4 July Somers Town 
Comedy/drama USA (2008) 

1 August A Separation 
Drama Iran (2011) 

5 September King of Pekin 
Arthouse Australia (2017) 

3 October Dr Strangelove 
Thriller UK (1964) 

Soup and bread at 6.15pm 
Film commences at 7.15pm 

Program 
Forest Film Society  3461

Dan Harris recorded 6mm at Swords Rd, Andrew Hitchman had 2mm at
Dairy Flat Rd, Edward Benedict 8.5mm at Eldon St in Glenlyon and Lincoln
Flynn 10mm from Wallaby Rd in Wheatsheaf for yearly totals of 103.6mm,
122.5mm, 116.5mm and 159mm respectively. Rainfall was recorded on 5
days at Eldon street. Lincoln Flynn reports that “In the previous 5 years
that I have been measuring here, our average year to date for the end of
May is 322mm, so we are at less than half of the 5 year average.”

The Indian Ocean Dipole(IOD) is currently neutral, but forecasts suggest a
possible shift towards a negative IOD in the second half of 2025,
specifically in late winter and early spring. A negative IOD is likely to bring
increased rainfall across central and southern Australia, along with cooler
days and milder nights. 

"The rain had started again. It was the rain that was the blessing. It had
come softly at first, but now it was a steady downpour, as though the earth
had been waiting for the rain to wash it clean." John Steinbeck The Grapes
of Wrath

Edward Benedict 

Season Six 2025
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Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633

VicRoads: 13 11 70 
1800 226 226 during fire season 
1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
Wildlife Victoria: 8400 7300 
Manfred Zabinskas, 
Five Freedoms Animal Rescue 
0438 681 501 

Bushfire Infoline 
ESTA (VicFire) 
Wildlife Rescue 

Snake Removal 

SES Flood and Storm 13 25 00 

Glenlyon Community Hall is an accessible and
welcoming space to host your next group event or
private function. 

With affordable rates and fees for locals and
community groups contact the booking officer Charles
Prebeg @ hire@glenlyon.vic.au / 0419506181

We are proud to bring you another edition of The Glenlyon
District News, a community information publication
under the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association.
The GDN remains editorially independent of the GPA and
the views expressed do not reflect the GPA. 

Letters to the Editor and contributions are encouraged. 

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from 
you.
 
Contact the editor;

Ryan Kennedy 

email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

June - Bookings

28 June Glenlyon Adult Riders
29 June Glenlyon & District Pony Club
*** No dogs allowed at the reserve on riding days ***

For bookings and information contact - 
Chris Clare - 0429 833 766

In 2025 Ordinary Meetings of Council will be held at the
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. on the
fourth Tuesday of each month commencing at 6pm, and
are open to the public. The meetings will be recorded and
live-streamed to Council's YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au 

 Tuesday 27 May 
Tuesday 24 June
Tuesday 22 July
Tuesday 26 Aug 

Special Meetings 
Statutory Meeting of Council Tuesday 18 November 

500+ Digital Circulation

Affordable and Effective

Events / Businesses / For Sale

Contact:
glenlyonnews@gmail.com

0475005545

GLENLYON COMMUNITY HALL GLENLYON RECREATION RESERVE

ADVERTISE WITH US

Council Meetings 2025 

Tuesday 23 Sep
Tuesday 28 Oct
Tuesday 25 Nov
Tuesday 16 Dec
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By Ryan Kennedy

Community Contributions

The GDN is your community driven local news covering events and informing residents in Drummond, Denver, Holcombe,
Glenlyon, Wheatsheaf, Commorra, Porcupine Ridge.

It is not just our purpose but our pleasure to publish community contributions in every edition. Help us deliver news that
speaks to you by sending in your articles, photos, comic strips, poetry, creative writing and safety tips. 

For more information including acceptable formats, word count and deadlines please email or call us;
0475 005 545  / glenlyonnews@gmail.com


