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One Step
v A

A local CFA firefighter is taking on a remarkable challenge
to raise funds for much-needed equipment at Glenlyon
Rural Fire Brigade—and he’s calling on the community to
support the cause.

Shaun Gedge became a member of the Glenlyon CFA in July
2024, just a month after moving from Norwich, Norfolk in the
UK. Motivated by a strong desire to serve, Shaun completed
his training by November and became a fully operational
firefighter. Since then, he has responded to a variety of
emergencies, including bushfires, hazardous material
incidents and vehicle accidents.

But Shaun’s contribution doesn’t stop at the fireguard.
Recognising that the Glenlyon Brigade is 100% volunteer-run
and relies heavily on community support, Shaun is setting out
on a major solo fundraising effort: a 240km walk over 8 days,
covering the perimeter of the eight brigades that make up the
Glenlyon CFA Group, part of District 15.

In Shaun’s own words:

“I hope this walk can raise awareness and funds to help supply
our brigade with vital equipment. We are committed to
protecting lives and property, but we need the right tools to do
it and it is through the generosity of the community that
enables us to do our best.”

The walk will take place between late October and mid-November (exact dates to be confirmed). Shaun plans to walk
approximately 28.5km on each of the first seven days, with a final 12km on day eight. Not new to these types of distances,
Shaun previously walked 160km back in the UK, and looks forward to connecting with the local landscape while making his
way around.

All funds raised will go directly toward vital equipment for the brigade, including:

» Breathing Apparatus (BA): to allow firefighters to safely enter smoke-filled environments during car or structure fires.

e An Ultralight 4x4 Tanker: to navigate difficult terrain where larger trucks can’t access.

» Additional Tools and Station Support: ensuring the brigade remains prepared for a wide range of emergency responses.
Glenlyon CFA plays a crucial role in protecting lives and property across our region. This fundraising initiative is a clear
example of the dedication and community spirit that drives our volunteers.

A GoFundMe page has been created and will remain open until a couple weeks
after the walk. Visit the webpage where you can read more about the walk and
donate: https://gofund.me/17{22dfe

Or scan the QR code >>>

Every donation—big or small—gets Shaun closer to better equipping our brigade.
Whether you chip in, spread the word, or cheer him on along the way, your
support matters. Together, we can help ensure our volunteers have the tools
they need to keep our community safe.
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Ramblings From The Bramble Patch

It has been a month since Harold first suggested that we join our grandchildren on their mission
to help the flood-affected farmers of Queensland. Modesty and her family have left to join Jack and
Remi in Brisbane before journeying further north. We are getting packed to go to Benjamin and Felicity
until we can organise accommodation in a suitable location.

The move is being made easier by the arrival of my old friend Jan and her husband Brian. Being at a bit

of a loose end themselves, they have agreed to take care of things at this end. I am very grateful for the help of my loyal,
if often scatty, long-term friend. It will work out well for them, because Brian’s sister is Margaret who lives next door.
They will look after our two cats, Sooty and Earnest, until we settle, and either rent Bramble Cottage themselves or find a
suitable tenant if necessary. Packing up for the move took a lot longer than it should. We made three piles to start with:
that which we need soon, that which we will store and that which we will dispose of. Every item we picked up has a
special poignant memory attached to it, so assigning it to a pile became a drawn-out process. Decisions were made and
then changed: will we need warm jumpers, for example. Probably not, said Harold, but changed his mind when
considering how cold nights can become inland. Soon I found that a fourth pile formed: things to decide about later.

More than a few tears were shed along the way. I came across Bruce’s collar and favourite toy. Should I throw them out?
I put them in the disposal pile, but then quickly retrieved them again and quietly relocated them in the “store” heap.
That will be a decision for another day. When I moved here, newly widowed, nearly 25 years ago, I expected it to be my
last move. A lot has changed in that time. Shortly after I moved in I sought out a doggy companion with the thought that
I would need some protection. I chose the name of “Bruce”, thinking that if any intruder heard me talking to someone
called Bruce that they would assume a man was present. As it turned out the dog, who chose me rather than the other
way around, was female, but the name stayed. Over the years she became my devoted companion until age finally
caught up with her. As it happened I need never have worried about feeling unsafe. The community has embraced me
and I have made many friends over the years.

Benjamin didn’t live with me in the early days, but was a frequent visitor. I suspect he was feeling quite liberated to be
away from Mum. He embarked on a series of romantic adventures that did not always end well. Becoming involved with
Kylie and her tribe of unruly children was one such example, but we all learned from it and as a result we now have
become the wonderful extended family that we are moving to Queensland to be closer to.

Of course I cannot reminisce over my time at the Bramble Patch without thinking of how lucky I have been to find in
Harold the soul mate of my mature years. At times I think, if only we had met years ago how different my life would have
been. However, the person I was then would never have appreciated the quiet, dependable person who is now so
central to my life. Yes, everything has worked out just as it should. So now here we are, in our mature years starting out
together on a new adventure into the unknown.

The world is in such a mess at present with conflict and wars all over the place. The few people who have too much are

accumulating more at the expense of the many who do not have enough. Greed and gratuitous violence causing misery

and hardship in so many countries make it is easy to lose faith in humanity and become depressed. If we can help some
people who are doing it tough after the storms and floods, at least it may go a small way to making this a better world.

We have finished packing up now. We will leave in the next few days to start our journey north to warmer weather, just
as the cold is settling in here, and leaving behind us a wealth of memories of friendships made and of friends we have
lost, of good times and difficult times. So we will say goodbye to our dear Bramble Cottage not knowing when, or if, we
will return.

Alice

‘Thank you Alice for the stories and rambles’ - GDN

Wanting more creative writing? Ongoing stories? Comics? Poetry?
We proudly publish community content.

Send us your articles, events and community listings.
glenlyonnews@gmail.com

0475 005 545
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A Year of Blueberries, Observation and Learning

By Mark Raphael

A year has now passed since I took up the orchard
and as the wintery days keep us bundled up near
the fire, there is an opportunity to consider my
experiences and lessons learned. While there is still
so much to learn, here are a couple of mid-winter
observations.

Pruning is a summer sport. In June of 2024, the fruit
trees were all choked with full long vertical
waterspouts, all reaching for the sky and threatening
to go through the netting. I had always understood
that pruning is best done when the trees were
dormant and so I dutifully cut away at all the
rampant growth. Interestingly, all that growth
miraculously reappeared in spring and by the end of
summer I was again presented with the same
vigorous vegetative growth.

Happily, my research led me to the wonders of
summer pruning (which is actually done in mid to late
autumn). You see, summer pruning actually calms
down the trees, removing a lot of leaves that might

otherwise fuel a spring explosion of vertical growth.
Photo by Mark Raphael

In mature trees like mine, summer pruning gives you the opportunity to open up your trees to sun and light without startling
it into bolting growth in the spring. If you do it right, you can stimulate the formation of fruit spurs in apples and pears. If you
are very lucky, some of these new fruit buds will actually flower before the winter sets in. My “Calville blanc d’hiver” apple
was sporting this lovely blossom this week in fact!

Dormant pruning is great for new trees, where you want to stimulate
growth and help them acquire their mature shape. The harder you
cut them, the greater the growth response. If you have mature trees
like mine, a summer haircut while they still hold their leaves will
keep them neat and tidy without a growth stampede in the spring.

Not all blueberries are blue. Among the two hundred blueberry
bushes in the orchard, there are one or two notable plants. While all
the plants are generally deciduous, turning a magnificent scarlet in
the autumn, there is a single evergreen exception. Nearby this fellow
is another unusual example that is, in fact, a black blueberry.

Your usual blueberry is a Vaccinium corymbosum, that is native to
North America and comes in a wide variety of types such as Northern
Highbush, grown in frost prone areas like the Central Highlands and
the Southern Highbush grown in low chill areas like northern NSW.

Among the Vaccinium corymbosum of my orchard is a single example
of Vaccinium fuscatum, the Black Highbush blueberry. The fruit of
this blueberry is distinctly glossy black, lacking the familiar powdery
bloom of the typical blueberry. In addition to its appearance, the
Black Highbush blueberry has a unique flavour, not unlike
blackcurrants, with hints of liquorice. It’s now time to prune all the
blueberries and with this, the opportunity to take hardwood cuttings
of the Black Highbush blueberry for propagating new plants.

Fingers crossed that this unique example can be replicated to
produce a crop of sweet and glossy black fruit in the years to come!

Photo by Mark Raphael
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Radical Fields

By Ryan Kennedy

“One does not have to believe everything is true, one only has to
believe it is necessary.” - Franz Kafka

They say reflection is necessary for healthy growth. With this in mind
Radical Fields has done an extensive survey / feedback from our
Harvest Arts Festival back in March 2025 facilitated by Dana Ronan at
The Nourish Group.

This study provided us with evidence that the festival succeeded in
deepening local connections, celebrating place and inspiring future
participation. Respondents overwhelmingly reported their sense of
local pride along with broadening their ideas of art while making them
aware of a variety of local artists and community groups.

With suggestions for future events including more ambitious artworks,
expanded food and shade availability and more interactive
opportunities for young people.

In addition to this we uncovered our social impact which refers to well
being, sense of belonging and community resilience. By using a
recognised tool like the Australian Social Value Bank, Nourish Group is
helping us quantify these benefits to better understand our impact.

As a team we are digesting this feedback and are looking forward to
using this survey in a variety of ways including grant proposals,
sponsors and an archive of our impact.

If you run a non-for-profit organisation and are interested in tracking ) )
your impact, contact Dana Ronan. Clayground - Mlnaal Lawn ImClge by A[eX Wisser

dana@nourishgroup.com.au

Community Tree Planting

By Justin Rowe

For National Tree Day this year, Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare
are partnering with the Glenlyon and District Pony Club for a
planting morning at the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve.

The focus of this year's event is to plant the next generation of local
native trees, shrubs and grasses amongst the ageing trees in the
central part of the reserve.

Whilst new trees, shrubs and grasses will be planted, the focus will
also be on maintaining the plantings from previous years to ensure
these plants continue to thrive.

When: Sunday 27th of July, 10:00am to 12:00pm, followed by a BBQ
lunch as a thankyou to all volunteers.

Where: Planting will occur within the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve.

What to Bring: Volunteers should wear sturdy footwear and
protective clothing dependent on the weather. You are welcome to
bring along gloves and any planting tools, however there will be a
limited supply available. GULLG will provide the plants, mulch, water,
guards and stakes.

If you would like more information, or are interested in registering to
attend this event, head over to the event page:

treeday.planetark.org or email glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
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Community Groups

Glenlyon Progress Association

The GPA is a volunteer based association that exists to promote
the general welfare of Glenlyon and District (and) to enhance
social and cultural life. Hosting a number of community
happenings including monthly dinners, music, film and annual
events at the Glenlyon Community Hall. The GPA maintains the
Glenlyon Community Hall and strongly encourages residents and
other cultural groups to hire the hall for their next event.

For more information: gpa@glenlyon.vic.au

Join the mailing list events@glenlyon.vic.au '
Hall Hire: hire@glenlyon.vic.au

Glenlyon Fire Brigade

Your local volunteer fire brigade, located at 25 Barkly Street.
Part of the Glenlyon Group in CFA District 15.

Captain: Russ Newton 0400 632 479
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Community Asset Committee
maintaining and managing the Glenlyon Reserve. Contact the
GRRCAC for reserve hire, camping and compliance. ;f

\\
Glenlyon Sports Club

A volunteer based club hosting the nation's longest running
mixed sports day on New Year's Day at the Glenlyon Reserve.
The annual event consists of an array of quirky sporting events
and competitions, including woodchopping, mineral water
drinking, and much more. All proceeds raised go to Daylesford
and surrounding district hospitals, charities and youth groups.

Ms Chris Clare: 0429 833 766
glenlyonrecreservesecretary@gmail.com

Evan Davis: H 5348 7737 / M 0407 093 866
glenlyonsportsclub@gmail.com

Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group

Volunteers working together to protect our rich biodiversity, our
natural assets and educate our local community. Our purpose is
to run a range of activities that have a community capacity-
building and environmental focus, and to maintain, protect and
enhance the natural assets in our region. For more information
and to volunteer visit our website: www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com

Wombat Forestcare

Wombat Forestcare is a community group dedicated to
protecting and enhancing the Wombat Forest and surrounding
areas. With a strong focus on community involvement and
education, and includes undertaking flora and fauna surveys. We
also enjoy the social aspect of a forest group, with picnics and
bushwalks for people who love being in the bush.

www.wombatforestcare.org.au
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558
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Community Safety

Smoke Alarm Installation
Program

By Glenlyon Fire Brigade

With the cooler weather upon us, the Glenlyon Brigade
is recommencing its Smoke Alarm Installation Program.

This program aims to increase the awareness of home
fire hazards, especially as we increase our use of
heaters, electric blankets and charge electronic
devices.

The CFA currently recommends smoke alarms be
installed in every bedroom, living area and hallway in
your residence. Trained members from our brigade are
available to install new 10-year, long life lithium battery
smoke alarms to local residents. Working smoke alarms
save lives.

For more information, please feel free to contact:

Community Safety Coordinator, Carmen Leslie
0417944278


mailto:gpa@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:hire@glenlyon.vic.au
http://www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au/
http://www.wombatforestcare.org.au/

COMMUNITY SNAP SHOT

Pickle Loves Glenlyon - Photo by Edward Benedict

Send your photo to the GDN to be included in our monthly Community Snap Shot - glenlyonnews@gmail.com

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY

ARBORIST:

Tyson’s Tree Service — Qualified arborist and tree climber.
Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. Chipping and
stump grinding.

Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com

COUNSELLING:

Access Your Potential — Professional counselling.

Strength centred counselling services for families, children,
young people, adults and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome.
Servicing all areas.

Call Mirelle 0429 807 442

EXCAVATION: Jamie Liversidge — 1.7t excavator.
Landscaping, trenching, stump and post holes, retaining
walls and small driveways.

Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432

ORCHARD:

Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard — Local farm fresh berries
and fruit.

To be notified of produce availability,

contact Mark at 0484 183 686

or glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com
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PLUMBER:

Salco Plumbing & Blocked Drains — Hot water service
installation and repairs, maintenance plumbing, blocked
drain specialist.

Contact Jono 0483 316 057

WINERY:

Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space —
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door,
regional platters and function space available for weddings,
commitment ceremonies and special occasions. Open
weekends, public holidays or by appointment.

0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com

Local businesses:

List your services here to target the local
market through a digital circulation of
over 500.

email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com




LOCAL GROUP
CONTACTS

If you are member of a group
that would like to be listed
here contact
glenlyonnews@gmail.com

Friends of Glenlyon Dam
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust
Glenda Fleischer 5348 7539

Glenlyon CFA
Russ Newton 0400 632 479
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093
Wombat Forestcare
Gayle Oshorne 5348 7558

Glenlyon Pony Club

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176
glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com

Glenlyon Progress Assoc
gpa@glenlyon.vic.au

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 Chris Clare
0429 833 766

Glenlyon Sports Club

Evan Davis 5348 7737
0407 093 866

Glenlyon Ukulele Team

John Mathews 0458008022
Keith Fletcher 0402985007
Glenlyon Upper Loddon
Landcare Group
Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au
Glenlyon Village Market
Sarah Clark 0419 516 793

Hepburn Seeds Savers
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999
riverseedfarm@gmail.com

Riding for the Disabled
Lesley Hewitt 0407 843 928
rdadaylesford@gmail.com

ONGOING

1st MONDAY of even months
Glenlyon Progress Association
Glenlyon Community Hall 8pm

Last THURSDAY of most months
Community Dinner - RSVP essential

For more information:
events@glenlyon.vic.au

3rd SATURDAY each month
Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

9am-1pm

COMING UP

Sat July 19th
9am - 1pm
Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

Sun July 27th
10am - 12:30pm
Glenlyon Reserve
National Tree Day

GULLG - Tree Planting
w /Free BBQ

Sun July 27th
12:30pm - Onwards

Community Lunch
Glenlyon Community Hall
$25PP RSVP
events@glenlyon.vic.au

3rd SUNDAY each month
Pony Club Rally,
Glenlyon Reserve

Glenlyon Weather Summary - June 2025
By Edward Benedict

Dan Harris recorded 75mm at Swords Rd, Andrew Hitchman had 93mm at
Dairy Flat Rd, Edward Benedict 92mm at Eldon St in Glenlyon and Lincoln
Flynn 129mm from Wallaby Rd in Wheatsheaf for yearly totals of
178.6mm, 215.5mm, 208.5mm and 288mm respectively. Rainfall was
recorded on 13 days at Eldon street.

The Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D) is currently neutral, but forecasts suggest a
possible shift towards a negative I0D in the second half of 2025,
specifically in late winter and early spring. A negative IOD is likely to bring
increased rainfall across central and southern Australia, along with cooler
days and milder nights.

“Winter is a season of recovery and preparation.” John Muir

Program
Forest Film Society 3461

Season Six 2025

4 July Somers Town
Comedy/drama USA (2008)
1 August A Separation
Drama Iran (2011)
5 September King of Pekin
Arthouse Australia (2017)
3 October  Dr Strangelove

Thriller UK (1964)

Soup and bread at 6.15pm
Film commences at 7.15pm

For more information or to join email
forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com
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GLENLYON COMMUNITY HALL

Glenlyon Community Hall is an accessible and
welcoming space to host your next group event or
private function.

With affordable rates and fees for locals and
community groups contact the booking officer Charles
Prebeg @ hire@glenlyon.vic.au / 0419506181

8

GLENLYON RECREATION RESERVE

July - Bookings
19 July Glenlyon Adult Riders
20 July Glenlyon & District Pony Club

*** No dogs allowed at the reserve on riding days ***

For bookings and information contact -
Chris Clare - 0429 833 766

Useful Phone Numbers

Traffic Hazards Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633
VicRoads: 1311 70
Bushfire Infoline 1800 226 226 during fire season
ESTA (VicFire) 1800 668 511 to register your burn-off
Wildlife Rescue BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501
Wildlife Victoria: 8400 7300
Snake Removal Manfred Zabinskas,

Five Freedoms Animal Rescue
0438 681 501

SES Flood and Storm 13 25 00

We are proud to bring you another edition of The Glenlyon
District News, a community information publication
under the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association.
The GDN remains editorially independent of the GPA and
the views expressed do not reflect the GPA.

Letters to the Editor and contributions are encouraged.

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from
you.

Contact the editor;

Ryan Kennedy

email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com
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Council Meetings 2025

In 2025 Ordinary Meetings of Council will be held at the
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. on the
fourth Tuesday of each month commencing at 6pm, and
are open to the public. The meetings will be recorded and
live-streamed to Council's YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au

Tuesday 22 July Tuesday 23 Sep
Tuesday 26 Aug Tuesday 28 Oct
Tuesday 25 Nov
Tuesday 16 Dec

Special Meetings

Statutory Meeting of Council Tuesday 18 November

ADVERTISE WITH US
500+ Digital Circulation

Affordable and Effective
Events / Businesses / For Sale
Contact:

glenlyonnews@gmail.com
0475005545
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ANSWERS TO LAST MONTHS CROSSWORD

Community Contributions

By Ryan Kennedy

The GDN is your community driven local news covering events and informing residents in Drummond, Denver, Holcombe,
Glenlyon, Wheatsheaf, Coomoorra and Porcupine Ridge.

It is not just our purpose but our pleasure to publish community contributions in every edition. Help us deliver news that
speaks to you by sending in your articles, photos, comic strips, poetry, creative writing and safety tips.

For more information including acceptable formats, word count and deadlines please email or call us;
0475 005 545 / glenlyonnews@gmail.com
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