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Katie Newton - TedX Daylesford- Photo provided by Hepburn Shire

Local Youth Take the TEDx Stage and Shine!

By Ryan Kennedy

Trying to keep up with the way young people communicate today is no easy task. Memes, reels, disappearing stories,
and group chats that never seem to sleep — sometimes it feels like another language altogether. But before we shake our
heads and mutter “kids these days,” we remind ourselves: it isn’t just young people who struggle to be understood. Part
of the problem is that we often forget how to really listen.

That’s exactly the gap Hepburn Shire’s Youth and Families Officer, Emma Ireland, has been determined to bridge. Having
worked across youth engagement and inclusive events — including her role with the ChillOut Festival — Emma knows how
powerful it is to create platforms designed by and for young people. At Hepburn Shire, there’s a constant focus on finding
ways for youth to be seen and heard. When the opportunity for a TEDx event arose, Emma recognised straight away it was
the perfect fit: a chance to give our local young people a global stage while building confidence here at home.

For those who don’t know, TEDx events are community-run versions of the world-famous TED Talks. They’re all about
sharing “ideas worth spreading” in short, impactful presentations. TEDxYouth takes it further by giving the mic to young
people themselves, showcasing their insights, concerns, and creativity. Globally, millions watch TEDx talks online. Locally,
they create something just as powerful: the chance for young people to step forward and be heard beyond their schools or
friendship groups.

Emma teamed up with Annie Robinson, Daylesford College’s Youth Engagement Coordinator, to launch TEDxDaylesford
Youth. The response was incredible: around 20 students applied, and a dozen were selected to receive mentoring and
support.

What began as sparks of ideas soon developed into researched, thoughtful, and deeply personal talks. By July 2025, the
very first TEDxDaylesford Youth event was ready for launch. Students took to the stage — lights, cameras, microphones,
and all — and spoke powerfully on everything from mental health to community connection.

It was one of the proudest moments we’ve witnessed in our region. When young people are given a platform, they don’t
just rise to the occasion — they soar.

And soar they did.
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Local Youth Take The TedX Stage and Shine!

By Ryan Kennedy

We want to give a special shout-out to two Glenlyon District stars who shone on
the TEDx stage: Ada Donker (Glenlyon) and Katie Newton (Wheatsheaf). Their
courage, creativity, and insight inspired both the audience in the room and those
watching online.

Ada Donker - Finding Meaning Through Service

At just 15, Ada has already made community service part of her everyday life. From
volunteering with St John Ambulance, joining leadership programs at Daylesford
College, and preparing for an international exchange in Italy to study science and
agriculture, she proves that busy hands and an open heart build strong
communities.

Her TEDx talk explored how volunteering can help disengaged youth find purpose
and confidence. When asked if the message felt true to her, Ada smiled and said,
“100% — it felt true to self.” Her talk was received just as genuinely as it was
delivered.

Katie Newton — Team Spirit Builds Resilience

At 14, Katie has chosen to swap endless scrolling for sport — and it’s changed
everything. Her schedule is filled with volleyball, basketball, netball, soccer, footy,
dance, CFA Juniors, and volunteering with her school’s Life For Life crew.

Her talk highlighted how team sports build confidence, resilience, and long-term Ada Donker
mental health. Her message was simple but powerful: join a team, have fun, and Photo - Ace Youth Instagram
enjoy benefits that last a lifetime.

What TEDxDaylesford Youth reminded us is this: it’s easy to underestimate young
people when their world feels so different from the one we grew up in. But when
they’re given the tools, mentorship, and space to shine, they inspire us, challenge
us, and lead us forward.

Here in the Glenlyon District, we couldn’t be prouder. Ada, Katie, and their peers
weren’t just representing their schools — they were representing all of us. Their
voices now form part of a global conversation, proving that ideas from small
communities can have a big impact.

At Glenlyon District News, we believe in giving our young people platforms to be
heard — not only on international stages like TEDx, but also here in our own pages.
We encourage local youth to submit their creative writing, photography, comics,
and ideas. This is your community, and your voice matters.

So let’s not just try to keep up with our youth. Let’s sit down, listen, and celebrate
the next generation of thinkers, doers, and change-makers. Please follow the link or
scan the QR code to hear these inspired local voices.

Stay tuned to Ace Youth on Instagram for updates, opportunities, and ways you can
support local youth as they continue to show just how bright their future — and ours
—really is.

https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/Residents/People/Young-people/ TEDx-Daylesford kqtie Newton
Photo - Ace Youth Instagram

SPRING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Looking for a creative, free and family-friendly way to keep the kids entertained these
school holidays?

Hepburn Libraries have a jam-packed program of hands-on activities, workshops and story
time sessions guaranteed to spark imaginations and keep boredom at bay.Children of all ages
are welcome to take part in exciting and FREE sessions at libraries in Daylesford, Creswick,
Clunes and Trentham.

For more information visit council’s website or scan the QR code.
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Artisanal Wood Chips and More

By Mark Raphael

Spring is here and my thoughts are turning to the
upcoming blueberry season, due to start around mid-
December. A key part of preparing for the summer harvest
is to ensure the blueberry bushes are well mulched to
control weeds, retain moisture and keep the shallow roots of
the bushes cool during those long hot days ahead.

I like to mulch my blueberry plants with a deep layer of
eucalyptus wood chips that I make myself from local fallen
timber. In think its essential to know exactly what I am
adding to my blueberry beds to maintain the high quality of
the fruit. A foundational layer of pure home-made eucalypt
chips provides me with the reassurance that no nasties such
as chemicals or weed-seeds are being introduced to my
plants. The addition of this excellent carbon source feeds
the soil fungus which, in turn, releases the nutrients
essential for the microbes that surround the roots of the
plants. These complex commensal relationships are the key
to the success of each crop of luscious berries.

I start the process with sourcing the raw materials. Last
year, I collected and chipped the small dead branches that
surrounded the base of the large gum trees near the
orchard. Of late, I have been harvesting timber rounds from
a nearby pile of large logs that was the result of a huge tree
splitting in two earlier this year. My small electric chainsaw
can manage these monster logs only by rolling the logs over
when half-way cut using a log roller. Once I get these heavy
slabs on-board the trailer, I make my way home to start the
next stages of the process; splitting, chipping and spreading.
Its amazing what an 18 ton log splitter can do to a big hunk
of wood! I work my way around the edge of the large round
of timber, splitting off chunks as I go. These large chunks
are in turn further split down until they are around 50mm in
diameter, a size that my wood chipper can handle.

Photo by Mark Raphael

Delicious in-house and takeaway meals, featuring
great local produce and seasonal specials.

Photo by Mark Raphael

The chipping process further breaks down the timber into
large pink chips, ready for transporting into the orchard in
bins for spreading on the beds. Last year I spread chips on
my south and centre beds and this year it was the turn of the
north bed. The end result is a deep layer of wood chips,
ready to feed and protect the blueberry plants for years to
come.

The other day I was cutting up a large bough that the storm
had brought down in Spring St. Keith Fletcher was walking
by with his pup and we got to talking about what I was up to.
I explained to Keith my preference for making my own chips,
rather than buy-in a truck load from a commercial provider. I
supposed Keith thought I was a bit mad but he immediately
understood my fastidious approach. Keith branded my
perfectionistic product as “Artisanal Wood Chips” - and I
reckon that is pretty much the ideal description!

CONTRIBUTE!

The GDN is your community driven local news covering
events and informing residents in Drummond, Denver,
Holcombe, Glenlyon, Wheatsheaf, Coomoorra and
Porcupine Ridge.

It is not just our purpose but our pleasure to publish
community contributions in every edition. Help us
deliver news that speaks to you by sending in your
articles, photos, comic strips, poetry, creative writing
and safety tips.

For more information including acceptable formats,
word count and deadlines please email or call us;
0475 005 545 / glenlyonnews@gmail.com

Open Hours:

Monday: 8:30am — last orders 2:30pm

Wednesday — Sunday: 8:30am - last orders 2:30pm

https://glenlyongeneralstore.com.au/
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Film Review

By Keith Fletcher
King of Peking (2017) - Film Review

Member of the Forest Film Society gathered at the hall
for the most recent offering, a very funny and heart-
warming movie from China. The father, Big Wong, is a
movie buff. He gets his young son, Little Wong, to help
him in a business making and selling pirate DVDs — he
needs the money to pay alimony to his ex-wife.
Needless to say, things don’t all go to plan, with at
times hilarious results. A lovely exploration of the
father-son relationship and family ties. Five stars from
this reviewer!

Next Screening, October 3: Dr. Strangelove (1964)
Stanley Kubrick and Peter Sellers join forces for an
Academy Award-winning black comedy set in the Cold
War period.

FFS Members only. Like to become a member?

Email forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com for details.

High Tea At The Community Hall

By Keith Fletcher

Photos by Keith Fletcher

On a glorious sunny Sunday afternoon, the Glenlyon Progress Association hosted a very elegant and swish High Tea at
the Glenlyon Community Hall. The atmosphere was bright and welcoming, with beautifully set tables and the gentle hum of
conversation filling the room.

Guests were treated to two generous courses — beginning with a delightful savoury selection, followed by an array of
exquisite desserts — all gorgeously presented on traditional three-tier cake stands that added to the sense of occasion. Each
course was paired with a refreshing glass of bubbly or a colourful fruit punch, ensuring there was something for everyone.

Special thanks must go to Lyn Jenkins for her impeccable organisation and to the dedicated team who worked tirelessly
behind the scenes to prepare such an impressive variety of bite-sized delicacies. The care and creativity that went into each
morsel was truly appreciated by all who attended. Judging by the empty plates and the contented smiles, it’s safe to say that
very few people went home needing dinner that evening!

GPA events at the Glenlyon Community Hall are inclusive
and welcoming, providing social connections through a
variety of dinners, lunches and music events.

For more information visit their new website for calendar
and hall hire.
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Community Groups

Glenlyon Progress Association

The GPA is a volunteer based association that exists to promote
the general welfare of Glenlyon and District by hosting a number
of community happenings including monthly dinners, music, film
and annual events at the Glenlyon Community Hall.

For more information:
Join the mailing list events@glenlyon.vic.au
Hall Hire: hire@glenlyon.vic.au

Glenlyon Fire Brigade

Your local volunteer fire brigade, located at 25 Barkly Street.
Part of the Glenlyon Group in CFA District 15.

Captain: Russ Newton 0400 632 479
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Community Asset Committee
maintaining and managing the Glenlyon Reserve. Contact the
GRRCAC for reserve hire, camping and compliance.

Ms Chris Clare: 0429 833 766
glenlyonrecreservesecretary@gmail.com

Glenlyon Sports Club

A volunteer based club hosting the nation's longest running
mixed sports day on New Year's Day at the Glenlyon Reserve.
The annual event consists of an array of quirky sporting events
and competitions, including woodchopping, mineral water
drinking, and much more. All proceeds raised go to Daylesford
and surrounding district hospitals, charities and youth groups.

Evan Davis: H 5348 7737 /| M 0407 093 866
glenlyonsportsclub@gmail.com

Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group

Volunteers working together to protect our rich biodiversity, our
natural assets and educate our local community. Our purpose is
to run a range of activities that have a community capacity-
building and environmental focus, and to maintain, protect and
enhance the natural assets in our region. For more information
and to volunteer visit our website: www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com

Wombat Forestcare

Wombat Forestcare is a community group dedicated to
protecting and enhancing the Wombat Forest and surrounding
areas. With a strong focus on community involvement and
education, and includes undertaking flora and fauna surveys. We
also enjoy the social aspect of a forest group, with picnics and
bushwalks for people who love being in the bush.

www.wombatforestcare.org.au
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

List your community group or local business with us.
Local circulation of over 600 digitally / print.
email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com
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Local Business Directory
ARBORIST:

Tyson’s Tree Service — Qualified arborist and tree climber.
Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. Chipping and
stump grinding. Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com

COUNSELLING:

Access Your Potential — Professional counselling.

Strength centred counselling services for families, children,
young people, adults and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome.
Servicing all areas. Call Mirelle 0429 807 442

EXCAVATION:

Jamie Liversidge — 1.7t excavator. Landscaping, trenching,
stump and post holes, retaining walls and small driveways.
Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432

ORCHARD:

Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard — Local farm fresh berries and
fruit. To be notified of produce availability, contact Mark at
0484 183 686 or glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com

WINERY:

Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space —
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door,
regional platters and function space available for weddings,
commitment ceremonies and special occasions. Open
weekends, public holidays or by appointment.

0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com

Community Safety

Bushfire Web Seminar

Hardening Your Home for Bushfire

Bushfire Resilience is hosting a two-part webinar series
to help households reduce their bushfire risk.

Part 1 is a pre-recorded session with Dr Jack Cohen
(former US Forest Service) and Dr Justin Leonard
(CSIRO), covering:

» How homes are destroyed by bushfire

e Zone Zero and the Home Ignition Zone

e Practical actions to harden your home

Watch Part 1 here:
https://bushfireresilience.org.au/webinar-
recordings/2025-webinar-1

Part 2 is a live Q&A webinar with Justin Leonard
(CSIRO) on Thursday 18 September 2025, 7-8.30pm
AEST. Participants can submit questions beforehand or
during the session.

Register here:
https://form.jotform.com/252367963689881

This is a valuable opportunity for anyone living in a
bushfire-prone area to learn practical steps for
improving resilience.

For enquiries, contact admin@bushfireresilience.org.au


mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:hire@glenlyon.vic.au
http://www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au/
http://www.wombatforestcare.org.au/
mailto:glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com

COMMUNITY SNAP SHOT

Come The Rain - Photo by Matthew Anderson
Send your photo to the GDN to be included in our monthly Community Snap Shot - glenlyonnews@gmail.com

EVENTS CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

ON GOING

Sat Sep 20th : 9am - 1pm
Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

Sat Sep 20th : 9am - 1pm
iNaturalist Workshop

Friends of Kangaroo Creek and
Wombat Forestcare

Trentham Mechanics Institute

/landing/1457342

Thu Sep 25th -Sunday 28th
Daylesford Arts Exhibition
10am-4pm / Free entry
Stanbridge Hall,

54 Central Springs Rd, Daylesford

Thu Sep 25th : 7pm
Community Dinner
Glenlyon Community Hall

https://www.trybooking.com/events

For more information / booking visit:
www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

Fri Oct 3™ : 6:15pm

Movie Night - Dr. Strangelove (1964)
Glenlyon Community Hall

Forest Film Society

For more information or to join email
forestfilmsociety3461@gmail.com

Sat Oct 5h : 10am - 1pm
Bush Fire Info Day
Glenlyon Fire Brigade - 25 Barkly St

Sat Oct 25th : 2pm
Native Bee Talk
Trentham Michanic’s Institute

Thur Oct 30th : 7pm

Community Dinner

Glenlyon Community Hall

For more information / booking visit:
www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

3" SATURDAY each month
9am -1pm

Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

3" SUNDAY each month
Pony Club Rally

Adult Riders

Glenlyon Reserve

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Ukulele Group
Glenlyon Community Hall 6:30pm

Want your next community meeting, cultural event or public function included in our events calendar?
Contact the GDN with your next event listing - glenlyonnews@gmail.com

Deadline - 10" of Each Month
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LOCAL CONTACTS

Glenlyon Community Hall

Booking officer Charles Prebeg @
hire@glenlyon.vic.au / 0419506181

Friends of Glenlyon Dam
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust

glenlyoncemetery@outlook.com
https://glenlyoncemetery.com.au
Glenlyon CFA

Russ Newton 0400 632 479
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Wombat Forestcare
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

Glenlyon Pony Club

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176
glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com

Glenlyon Progress Assoc
gpa@glenlyon.vic.au

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 Chris Clare
0429 833766

Glenlyon Sports Club

Evan Davis 5348 7737
0407 093 866

Glenlyon Ukulele Team

John Mathews 0458008022
Keith Fletcher 0402985007

Glenlyon Upper Loddon
Landcare Group
Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au
Glenlyon Village Market
Sarah Clark 0419 516 793
Hepburn Seeds Savers
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999
riverseedfarm@gmail.com

Riding for the Disabled
Lesley Hewitt 0407 843 928
rdadaylesford@gmail.com

Glenlyon Weather Summary - July’25
By Edward Benedict

Dan Harris recorded 89.3mm at Swords Rd, Andrew Hitchman had 98mm
at Dairy Flat Rd, Edward Benedict 98mm at Eldon St in Glenlyon and
Lincoln Flynn 124mm from Wallaby Rd in Wheatsheaf for yearly totals of
363.3mm, 450mm, 432.5mm and 569mm respectively. Rainfall was
recorded on 11 days at Eldon street.

The Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D) is transitioning into a negative phase for the
next 3 months with a strong likelihood of it intensifying further into early
spring before returning to neutral in early summer. The negative 10D is
expected to bring above-average rainfall to much of Australia during this
period, a typical impact of this climate driver.

In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt.”

— Margaret Atwood, Bluebeard’s Egg

Useful Phone Numbers

Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633
VicRoads: 1311 70

1800 226 226 during fire season

1800 668 511 to register your burn-off
BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501
Wildlife Victoria: 8400 7300

Manfred Zabinskas,

Five Freedoms Animal Rescue
0438 681 501
SES Flood and Storm 13 2500

Traffic Hazards
Bushfire Infoline

ESTA (VicFire)
Wildlife Rescue

Snake Removal

Council Meetings 2025

In 2025 Ordinary Meetings of Council will be held at the
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. on the
fourth Tuesday of each month commencing at 6pm, and
are open to the public. The meetings will be recorded and
live-streamed to Council's YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au

Tuesday 23 Sep. / Tuesday 16 Dec / Tuesday 28 Oct / Tuesday 25 Nov
Special Meetings

Statutory Meeting of Council Tuesday 18 November

Glenlyon Community Hall Hire

The Glenlyon Community Hall is an accessible and welcoming space to
host your next group / community event, rehearsal space or private
function. With affordable rates and fees for locals and cultural groups
contact the booking officer:

Charles Prebeg 0419 506 181

Visit www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

The Glenlyon Recreation Reserve is an accessible and expansive reserve
offering facilities including BBQ’s, walking track, local clubs and camping.
For more information and bookings contact:

Chris Clare 0429 833 766
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To help prepare residents in our area the Glenlyon Fire
Station will be opening its doors on :

Sunday October 5th / 10am - 1pm

We invite you to come along and discuss what you can do
to help prepare for the fire season with our station captain
Russell and other fire fighters from the brigade.

Visit the station, walk away with FREE information to get
you bushfire ready.

Pop in, say hi and ask any questions you might have to
assist you and your family to be fire ready.

Spring 2025 Firewood Collection Now Open.
1 Sep - 30 Nov
Households can collect up to two cubic metres per
person per day (max 16 cubic metres per household per
year) from designated areas.

Plan ahead — wood can take over 12 months to dry, so
now’s the time to prepare for winter 2026.

Find maps, safety info, and collection rules here:

https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood/firewood-
collection-in-your-region

We are proud to bring you another edition of The Glenlyon
District News, a community information publication
under the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association.
The GDN remains editorially independent of the GPA and
the views expressed do not reflect the GPA.

Letters to the Editor and contributions are encouraged.

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from
you.

Contact the editor;

Ryan Kennedy

email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com

BUY SWAP SELL:

Glenlyon District News — Contact the GDN for affordable
rates for listing your next sale. Be it an old mower, space
parts, or hiring help, real estate we’ve got all your listing
needs covered with over 600 committed readers and
affordable rates listing with the GDN is a win.
glenlyonnews@gmail.com / 0475 005 545

ADVERTISE WITH US

500+ Digital Circulation
Affordable and Effective
Events / Businesses / For Sale
Contact:
glenlyonnews@gmail.com
0475005545
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SPRING EVENTS:

LOCAL TRIVA!

What are the three bio regions found in Hepburn
Shire?

*** ANSWER***

Goldfields / Central Victoria Uplands / Victorian
Volcanic Plain

Grow Wild - Gardening to sustain wildlife in the
Hepburn Shire by Jill Teschendorff
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Save the Date!
GLENLYON’S GOT TALENT
Glenlyon Community Hall
Saturday 21 February
A night of local talent, fun & community!
Full details in the next edition of GDN.




