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By Ryan Kennedy

Glenlyon Stories:

The Bolton-Leonard Connection

By Judy & Tom Perfect

Like us, when we first arrived in Glenlyon, did you wonder who had lived in the small cottage partially covered by
large pine tree on the right hand side of the Daylesford/Malmsbury road as you drive towards Daylesford. But
originally, this small cottage was where Denise Leonard’s father Jim Doolan lived before marrying her mother, Bridget.
However Jim & Bridget Doolan decided to buy the Bolton farm and move across the road. Now this farm directly opposite
the cottage is called “Glenleonard” This is where Denise Doolan & Des Leonard together farmed and begun their family
during the start of 1970.

This is the story of the Bolton/Leonard Family (continued on page 2)

This black & white photo belonging to Denise shows her and the local children at the Glenlyon Primary school in the 1950’s
posing for a school photo with their teacher. Looking left to right, in the back row is RobTori, Frank Murphy, Jack Moncrief
(teacher) Middle row, left to right Fred Fleischer, Col Murphy, Ian Tori, Elaine Tori, Harvey Pardon, Wayne Scoble, Janice
Murphy, Butch Tori, Ian Fleischer, Brian Scoble, Seated front row Ann Gray, Pam Pardon, Jeff Murphy, Denise Doolan
(Leonard) John Gray, Loris Scoble, Anne Gould, Michael Hose. - The old Glenlyon Primary School of the 1950’s
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Glenlyon Stories: The Bolton Leonard Connection Cont.
By Judy & Tom Perfect

Interviewing Denise for our GDN reveals that her maiden name was Doolan but her mother was a Bolton. Denise tells us
that in 1857 Patrick Bolton after little success in the Castlemaine goldfields, tried his luck and bought land at Glenlyon,
sight unseen. His gamble paid off however, as the land was found to be rich red soil similar to the land in his beloved
Ireland. He moved to Glenlyon with his Irish bride of eighteen, Johanna O’Halloran and together they raised five sons &
four daughters. Most of the boys John, James, Michael & Frank went on to farm in the local area but Patrick became a
publican in the Newlyn Hotel for a period of time. Three of the girls married into local farming families. Bridget became a
Keogh and remained in Glenlyon. Hannah went to live in Trentham and became a Twomey and Mary Ann married an
Egan and lived in Eganstown. The last daughter, Margaret didn’t marry. She worked as a book keeper all her life, dying at
the age of fifty.

The family & their descendants were greatly involved in the setting up of the Catholic Church which still can be seen on
the corner of Molesworth & Church St. The Catholic school however only remained for a short time and then the Bolton
descendants attended the Glenlyon State School 266 for many decades. The school remains today as a private
residence on the corner of Molesworth and the Daylesford/ Malmsbury Rd.

The Bolton’s have enjoyed a continuous connection with the Glenlyon Sports Club since the beginning in the 19th
century. There has been a member of the family holding one of the office bearers positions almost continuously.
Similarly their involvement in the Daylesford Agriculture Show were highlights on the social calendar. They showed
great initiative in planting the beautiful oak trees at the Recreation Reserve.

These older & original inhabitants of Glenlyon were the life-force of the CFA, Glenlyon Cemetery Trust, Landcare,
Reserve Committee and the Progress Association. They were a generation that volunteered their time for the welfare of
the Community Fifty- two years ago Denise and her husband Des set up the potato farm which Denise & her eldest son
Damian now run with the help of other family members. Sadly Des Leonard passed away ten years ago. Those who
remember Des would always see him out planting, harvesting, or herding cattle and always waving at passing motorists,
which his son Damian still does. Damian is the chairman of the New Years Sports Day on the Glenlyon Reserve which is
a huge event that has been running for almost as long as the town of Glenlyon.The money raised is distributed to
different institutions and charities in the district.

In writing , this article we have become aware of the great initiative & deep sense of community these early settlers of
Glenlyon showed. We hope to bring you more stories of families who shaped this settlement .

GDN-Crossword

By Ryan Kennedy

CONTRIBUTE!

The GDN is your community driven local news covering events and informing residents in Drummond, Denver,
Holcombe, Glenlyon, Wheatsheaf, Coomoorra and Porcupine Ridge.Help us deliver news that speaks to you by sending
in your articles, photos, comic strips, poetry, creative writing and safety tips.

For more information including acceptable formats, word count and deadlines please email or call us;
0475 005 545 / glenlyonnews@gmail.com
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Of Birds, Bees and Blossoms

By Mark Raphael

Green tips and bud swell has now given way to the happiest time of the year in the orchard. Each in their turn, the trees
reveal the delicate beauty of their finest petals. The blueberries awake from their stoic slumber and announce the impending
arrival of the new crop with an explosion of blooms.

The bees are beside themselves, exploring every flower, drinking the nectar and collecting the precious pollen. And spring
sees the return of our precious King Parrotts! There comes a time of year in every garden when words fail to do justice to the
sublime beauty of nature, so I'll let the birds, bees and blossoms speak for themselves.

Photos by Mark Raphael

Mark Raphael @ Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard grows a wide variety of
fresh fruit and berries, available at the orchard gate, select retailers
and local farmers markets. In addition to an annual crop of delicious
blueberries, the orchard also produces heirloom apples, pears, quince,
cherries, raspberries, mulberries, currants, figs, persimmons and medlars.
Plans are underway to expand the orchard's offerings to include heritage
vegetables and rainbow eggs.

Delicious in-house and takeaway meals, featuring
great local produce and seasonal specials.

Open Hours:
Monday: 8:30am — last orders 2:30pm
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday — Sunday: 8:30am — last orders 2:30pm

https://glenlyongeneralstore.com.au/
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Film Review

By Keith Fletcher
Dr Strangelove (or how I learned to stop worrying and love the bomb) (1964)

The final film for the season was this classic satirical comedy set at the height of the Cold War and the nuclear arms race.
Directed by Stanley Kubrick, starring George C Scott along with Peter Sellers (playing three characters, including the titular
Doctor), it is widely regarded as one of the best films ever made. A large audience in the Glenlyon Hall seemed to agree with
those accolades, even though the current political climate in the USA makes the film just about as pertinent as it was back in
1964.

A fabulous movie to finish a great season!

The Forest Film Society is thrilled that the 2026 season will be able to make full use of a big audio-visual technical upgrade in
the Hall, giving audiences a true cinema experience. The 2026 season of 6 films is going to be split into an Autumn and a
Spring season, the better to avoid going out on those chilly winter evenings.

Remember, the films are open only to Film Society members, and the very reasonable annual subscription not only includes
six movies but a delicious supper. Stay tuned for further news and pop March 6 into your calendar for the opening night.

Community Hall News

Community Calendar 2026

The Glenlyon Community Hall has produced a 2026
Calendar featuring a different local scene each month.
Ideal to hang on your wall, with many community
events already marked in for your convenience! Funds
raised from the sale of the calendars will go towards
the Community Hall fund, specifically the audio-visual
upgrade.

These calendars can be purchased from your Glenlyon
Hall committee members, and will be available at
upcoming community events. Or get in touch with
Keith at 0402985007. A bargain at only $20! Ideal
Christmas gift!!!

GPA events at the Glenlyon Community Hall are inclusive and welcoming,
providing social connections through a variety of dinners, lunches and music
events.

For more information visit their new website for calendar and hall hire.
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Native Plant Of The Month

By David and Judy Redfern

David and Judy Redfern grow Australian native plants in
Glenlyon, specialising in cut flowers and foliage for
floristry, and would like to describe a native plant of the
month for the GDN readers.

Our plant of the month for October is Philotheca
myoporoides or Long-leaf Wax Flower. These were
previously known as Eriostemon myoporoides.

This hardy plant has pink buds which open to white and
pink five-petalled starry flowers in late winter to spring. In
Glenlyon this year the flowers have finally appeared in early
October and would usually appear earlier, however the dry
period during the first part of the year followed by long
periods of cold, northerly winds has delayed their arrival —
confirming how fickle and unpredictable nature can be. But
that is part of the joy and challenge of gardening — the
unpredictability!

The foliage can be dark to olive green and is pleasantly
fragrant.

These plants are frost tolerant, cope with periods of dry and
grow well in a full sun to part shade position in well drained
soil. Their height and width are 1.5-2 metres normally but
about 1 metre high if exposed to a windy site.

They occur naturally in tall, open forests of the Central
Highlands and extending to sub-alpine areas in Victoria.
They also grow in NSW and Qld. These plants make
excellent cut flowers.

Will see you at the next Glenlyon Village Market, on
Saturday October 18, 9 am — 1 pm.

WHAT’S HAPPENING?

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

ON GOING

Thur Oct 30th : 7pm

Community Dinner

Glenlyon Community Hall

For more information / booking visit:
www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

Sat Oct 18"

9am - 1pm

Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

Fri Nov 7th 6pm

Live Music with Scott Cook

@ Glenlyon Community Hall

For more information / booking visit:
www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

Sat Nov 15"

9am - 1pm

Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

Sun Nov 23rd : 10:30am-3pm
Spring Clean - Glenlyon Community
Hall - Hosted by GPA

Thur Nov 27th : 7pm

Community Dinner

Glenlyon Community Hall

For more information / booking visit:
www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

2" SATURDAY each month
1:30pm - 5pm

Trentham Dance

Trentham Mechanics Hall

3" SATURDAY each month
9am -1pm

Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

3" SUNDAY each month
Pony Club Rally

Adult Riders

Glenlyon Reserve

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Ukulele Group
Glenlyon Community Hall 5:30pm

Want your next community meeting, cultural event or public function included in our events calendar?

Contact the GDN with your next event listing - glenlyonnews@gmail.com

Deadline - 10" of Each Month
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Community Groups

Glenlyon Progress Association

The GPA is a volunteer based association that exists to promote
the general welfare of Glenlyon and District by hosting a number
of community happenings including monthly dinners, music, film
and annual events at the Glenlyon Community Hall.

For more information:
Join the mailing list events@glenlyon.vic.au
Hall Hire: hire@glenlyon.vic.au

Glenlyon Fire Brigade

Your local volunteer fire brigade, located at 25 Barkly Street.
Part of the Glenlyon Group in CFA District 15.

Captain: Russ Newton 0400 632 479
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Community Asset Committee
maintaining and managing the Glenlyon Reserve. Contact the
GRRCAC for reserve hire, camping and compliance.

Ms Chris Clare: 0429 833 766
glenlyonrecreservesecretary@gmail.com

Glenlyon Sports Club

A volunteer based club hosting the nation's longest running
mixed sports day on New Year's Day at the Glenlyon Reserve.
The annual event consists of an array of quirky sporting events
and competitions, including woodchopping, mineral water
drinking, and much more. All proceeds raised go to Daylesford
and surrounding district hospitals, charities and youth groups.

Evan Davis: H 5348 7737 /| M 0407 093 866
glenlyonsportsclub@gmail.com

Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group

Volunteers working together to protect our rich biodiversity, our
natural assets and educate our local community. Our purpose is
to run a range of activities that have a community capacity-
building and environmental focus, and to maintain, protect and
enhance the natural assets in our region. For more information
and to volunteer visit our website: www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com

Wombat Forestcare

Wombat Forestcare is a community group dedicated to
protecting and enhancing the Wombat Forest and surrounding
areas. With a strong focus on community involvement and
education, and includes undertaking flora and fauna surveys. We
also enjoy the social aspect of a forest group, with picnics and
bushwalks for people who love being in the bush.

www.wombatforestcare.org.au
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

List your community group or local business with us.
Local circulation of over 600 digitally / print.
email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com
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Local Business Directory
ARBORIST:

Tyson’s Tree Service — Qualified arborist and tree climber.
Assessment, pruning and removal of trees. Chipping and
stump grinding. Free quote contact Tyson 0408 179 015
hetheringtontyson@gmail.com

COUNSELLING:

Access Your Potential — Professional counselling.

Strength centred counselling services for families, children,
young people, adults and seniors. LGBTIA+ welcome.
Servicing all areas. Call Mirelle 0429 807 442

EXCAVATION:

Jamie Liversidge — 1.7t excavator. Landscaping, trenching,

stump and post holes, retaining walls and small driveways.

Please don't hesitate to call Jamie on 0438 483 432
RCHARD:

Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard — Local farm fresh berries and
fruit. To be notified of produce availability, contact Mark at
0484 183 686 or glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com

WINERY:

Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space —
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door,
regional platters and function space available for weddings,
commitment ceremonies and special occasions. Open
weekends, public holidays or by appointment.

0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com

Community Safety

Bushfire Web Seminar

Hardening Your Home for Bushfire

Bushfire Resilience is hosting a two-part webinar series
to help households reduce their bushfire risk.

Part 1 is a pre-recorded session with Dr Jack Cohen
(former US Forest Service) and Dr Justin Leonard
(CSIRO), covering:

» How homes are destroyed by bushfire

e Zone Zero and the Home Ignition Zone

e Practical actions to harden your home

Watch Part 1 here:
https://bushfireresilience.org.au/webinar-
recordings/2025-webinar-1

Part 2 is a live Q&A webinar with Justin Leonard
(CSIRO) on Thursday 18 September 2025, 7-8.30pm
AEST. Participants can submit questions beforehand or
during the session.

Register here:
https://form.jotform.com/252367963689881

This is a valuable opportunity for anyone living in a
bushfire-prone area to learn practical steps for
improving resilience.

For enquiries, contact admin@bushfireresilience.org.au


mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:hire@glenlyon.vic.au
http://www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au/
http://www.wombatforestcare.org.au/
mailto:glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com

LOCAL CONTACTS

Glenlyon Community Hall

Booking officer Charles Prebeg @
hire@glenlyon.vic.au / 0419506181

Friends of Glenlyon Dam
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust

glenlyoncemetery@outlook.com
https://glenlyoncemetery.com.au
Glenlyon CFA

Russ Newton 0400 632 479
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Wombat Forestcare
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

Glenlyon Pony Club

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176
glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com

Glenlyon Progress Assoc
gpa@glenlyon.vic.au

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 Chris Clare
0429 833766

Glenlyon Sports Club

Evan Davis 5348 7737
0407 093 866

Glenlyon Ukulele Team

John Mathews 0458008022
Keith Fletcher 0402985007
Glenlyon Upper Loddon
Landcare Group
Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au
Glenlyon Village Market
Sarah Clark 0419 516 793

Hepburn Seeds Savers
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999
riverseedfarm@gmail.com

Riding for the Disabled
Lesley Hewitt 0407 843 928
rdadaylesford@gmail.com

Glenlyon Weather Summary - Sep’25
By Edward Benedict

Dan Harris recorded 26.5mm at Swords Rd, Andrew Hitchman had
24.5mm at Dairy Flat Rd, Edward Benedict 41.5mm at Eldon St in Glenlyon
and Lincoln Flynn 42mm from Wallaby Rd in Wheatsheaf for yearly totals
of 389.8mm, 474.5mm, 474mm and 611mm respectively. Rainfall was
recorded on 14 days at Eldon street.

For October to December 2025, Victoria is likely to experience warmer
than average days and nights, while rainfall is likely to be wetter than
average, particularly in the eastern parts of the state. This is influenced by
warmer than average sea surface temperatures and a developing negative
Indian Ocean Dipole, which typically brings increased rainfall to southern
and eastern Australia.

“A single thread when not taken properly from the very end becomes all
tangled and so hard to unravel.” Empress Shoken
Meiji Jingu Temple -Tokyo

Useful Phone Numbers

Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633
VicRoads: 1311 70

1800 226 226 during fire season
1800 668 511 to register your burn-off

BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501
Wildlife Victoria: 8400 7300
Manfred Zabinskas,

Five Freedoms Animal Rescue
0438 681 501
SES Flood and Storm 13 2500

Traffic Hazards
Bushfire Infoline

ESTA (VicFire)
Wildlife Rescue

Snake Removal

Council Meetings 2025

In 2025 Ordinary Meetings of Council will be held at the
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. on the
fourth Tuesday of each month commencing at 6pm, and
are open to the public. The meetings will be recorded and
live-streamed to Council's YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au

Tuesday 28 Oct / Tuesday 25 Nov / Tuesday 16 Dec
Special Meetings

Statutory Meeting of Council Tuesday 18 November

Glenlyon Community Hall Hire

The Glenlyon Community Hall is an accessible and welcoming space to
host your next group / community event, rehearsal space or private
function. With affordable rates and fees for locals and cultural groups
contact the booking officer:

Charles Prebeg 0419 506 181

Visit www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

The Glenlyon Recreation Reserve is an accessible and expansive reserve
offering facilities including BBQ’s, walking track, local clubs and camping.
For more information and bookings contact:

Chris Clare 0429 833 766
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Spring 2025 Firewood Collection Now Open.
1 Sep - 30 Nov
Households can collect up to two cubic metres per
person per day (max 16 cubic metres per household per
year) from designated areas.

Plan ahead — wood can take over 12 months to dry, so
now’s the time to prepare for winter 2026.

Find maps, safety info, and collection rules here:

https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood/firewood-
collection-in-your-region

4 3
BUY SWAP SELL:

Glenlyon District News — Contact the GDN for affordable
rates for listing your next sale. Be it an old mower, space
parts, or hiring help, real estate we’ve got all your listing

. . needs covered with over 600 committed readers and
We are proud to bring you another edition of The Glenlyon affordable rates listing with the GDN is a win.

District News, a community information publication ;
under the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association. L glenlyonnews@gmail.com / 0475 005 545 )
The GDN remains editorially independent of the GPA and

the views expressed do not reflect the GPA.
Letters to the Editor and contributions are encouraged. A D VE R TIS E WITH U s
We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from 500+ D |g|ta[ Circulation
you. Affordable and Effective
Contact the editor; Events / Businesses / For Sale
Ryan Kennedy Contact:
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com gle n lyon News @gma| l.COm

/ 0475005545
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Training, Teamwork,
and

Readiness at Glenlyon
Fire Brigade

By Alan Leslie

Hot Fire Exercise / Glenlyon Fire Brigade Members - Photos -Alan Leslie

It’s been a busy few weeks at the Glenlyon Fire Brigade as we prepare for the upcoming fire season. The seasonal
bushfire outlook for summer is very likely to contain a forecast of heightened risk of wildfires due to the persistent dry
conditions particularly in the west of the state. Beginning in September, our Brigade started early preparations, with
members participating in mandatory “entrapment drills” on each Sunday morning.

On the 22" of September we conducted a hot fire exercise involving both Glenlyon Tanker 1 & Tanker 2 along with Musk
Tanker to revisit precautions, teamwork and communications Lorotocols. To close out the month, our brigade joined with
other brigades from the larger area “group” on Sunday the 28" of September for the annual pre-season joint exercises which
were planned and managed by Glenlyon Captain, Russell Newton at the Glenlyon Reserve. It was a very successful day with
experienced firefighters mentoring newer recruits across multiple fire scenarios. Brigades that attended included
Daylesford, Hepburn, Trentham, Musk, Leonards Hill, Franklinford, Porcupine Ridge and of course Glenlyon. We will now
continue to refine our skills and bushfire response capability as summer approaches.

In addition to training members, the CFA is conducting a major campaign called “Get Fire Ready”. The Glenlyon brigade held
an open day on Sunday 5™ October where firefighters discussed preparation for bushfires and survival plans with residents
and landowners. It’s not too late to obtain the “Get Fire Ready” information kit and we encourage you to reach out to the
brigade. Alternatively, please visit https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/about-us/cfa-events/get-fire-ready where you will be able to
obtain the brochures and information in a digital format.

FRIDAY 7™ NOV @ GLENLYON COMMUNITY HALL
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