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Robert John Kennedy — better known to everyone as Bob — was a son, father, grandfather, Vietnam veteran, and
a stalwart of the Glenlyon community.

Born in Leeton, New South Wales, one of seven children with four sisters and two brothers, Bob’s family moved to
Victoria shortly after his birth. He is survived by his three younger siblings — twin sisters Pat and Pam, and brother Billy.

A proud Vietnam veteran (images above), Bob served in the Australian Army Special Forces as a Sergeant and later as a
Warrant Officer. After returning from the war, he met the love of his life, Nancy Simmons — affectionately known to him
and the family as “Fancy Nancy.” The couple moved to Boulia Desert, Queensland, where they welcomed their first son,
Nathan Kennedy, in 1967. Three years later, they settled in Seymour, Victoria, where their second son, Peter Kennedy,
was born. The family then spent nearly a decade living in Papua New Guinea before returning to the Mornington
Peninsula.

Throughout his working life, Bob was a true jack of all trades. He worked as a shop manager, in transport, maintenance,
and gardening, and built a long career in logistics with Philip Morris. After retiring in the early 1990s, Bob and Nancy
moved to Glenlyon, where he quickly became a driving force in community life. Following Nancy’s passing in 1998, Bob
continued his work both in the garage and around the district — his energy seemingly endless.

Over 30 years ago, when Hepburn Shire began forming a committee for the Glenlyon Reserve, Bob joined and went on
to serve as President and Chairperson right up until his passing. He was instrumental in the Reserve’s redevelopment
and was a founding member of the Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group (GULLG). Bob was always in close contact
with the Shire and proudly ran the Australia Day ceremonies for many years — with help from his family and the wider
community, of course. He also helped organise the Fire Brigade’s classic car and machinery gatherings, raising funds
and spirits alike at the New Year’s Day Mixed Sports Day.

At Christmas, Bob could always be found donning the red suit and at the local BBQ, often arriving in grand style behind
the wheel of his vintage Oldsmobile. With his trademark good humour, he brought joy to children and families alike,
handing out bags of lollies and spreading cheer. His grandson Nathan John Kennedy fondly recalled:

“He loved playing that role and bringing joy to us young ones — the unofficial Mayor of Glenlyon… or at least he thought
so.”

Bob’s passion for cars ran deep. Over the years, he worked on everything from Humbers and Bentleys to army tanks —
sometimes owning up to seven vehicles at once. His love of adventure took him across the vast outback of Australia,
inspiring countless locals to explore and embrace the open road themselves.
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Robert John “Bob Bloody” Kennedy 
27 April 1939 – 29 October 2025

Photos Supplied By Family
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On Monday, 10 November 2025, Bob’s “unconventional sincerity” was celebrated at a beautiful service at the
Glenlyon Reserve. Family, friends, , neighbours nearly every man and his dog gathered to share stories, sing songs,
place symbols, and pay tribute to a man who gave so much of himself to his community.

“I met Bob in 2008 when first elected. He put his hand out and said, ‘Bob Bloody Kennedy to you.’ Bob became a good
friend and confidant and will be missed and fondly remembered far beyond the local area.”

 — Don Henderson, Mayor of Hepburn Shire

“Bob was a life member of Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare and was a guiding hand for the organisation for many
decades. His commitment was without question, attending events and contributing to the group’s history right up until
August this year. His frank, no-nonsense approach saw us through many ups and downs, and his contribution will be
greatly missed.”

 — Justin Rowe, President, GULLG

Long-time friends and locals Chris and Steve 
Clare shared fond memories:
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“Bob was a leader in teaching us about outback
travel — from Cape York to the Centre of Australia —
and he often reminded us of the 7P Principle. He had
a deep interest in local history, helping to compile
the Ghosts of Glenlyon Walk and the Walking Trail.
Bob was a friend, mentor, grumpy old man, and pain
in the arse — but we admired him for all of it. A true
community worker.”

Bob leaves behind his son Stephen and three
grandchildren — Alana, Dillan, and Nathan — along
with a lasting impact on the Glenlyon community
and landscape. His dedication, humour, and
generosity will continue to inspire all who knew him.

Farewell to Glenlyon Giant: Celebrating the Life and Legacy of
Bob Kennedy
By Ryan Kennedy

Nathan Kennedy celebrating his Grandfather’s memory - Photo by Ryan Kennedy

Photo Supplied By Family
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By Ryan Kennedy

Community Update

averaging 40 km on some days. Mostly walking alone, he
never used headphones or music, letting the sights and
sounds of the region guide him. High ridges offered stunning
vistas, low valleys provided quiet reflection, and even when
signal was scarce, food and water were never in short supply.

True to his roots, he spent the second night dining at the Pig
and Whistle while camping nearby. On the final 10 km, the
brigade lieutenant and other community members joined him,
turning the last leg into a celebration. The final night ended
around a bush campfire, sharing meals, stories, and laughter
before the last push.

The result? Over 82 online donations and more than $5,500
raised for the Glenlyon Rural Fire Brigade — enough to buy
vital equipment upgrades like breathing apparatus and an
ultralight 4×4 tanker.

“We’re beyond proud of Shaun,” the brigade said. “Despite
challenges, he went the distance with the community behind
him.”

Shaun, two weeks later, sums it up perfectly: “I’m feeling
fine… though returning to a hot shower and my own bed is
unbeatable.”

When Shaun Gedge set out to walk 240 kilometres around Glenlyon’s eight brigades, he expected a challenge. What he
got was a journey of grit, community, and a visit to the pub.

Planned for nine days but completed in just 7.5, Shaun overcame a delayed start, extreme weather, and personal injuries —

Congratulations to Glenlyon resident and artist Mellissa
Stewart on taking home first prize in the Swiss Italian
Landscape Prize 2025, proudly hosted by Radius Art
Gallery, Hepburn.

Mellissa moved to Glenlyon three years ago, returning to the
countryside after two decades in Melbourne. She has since
immersed herself in the local artistic community and
landscape, finding inspiration in the region’s natural beauty.
“There’s a connection here that feels both intimate and vast,”
she says. Her work, which spans photography and painting,
invites viewers to pause and engage with the natural world.
She works intuitively, often spending long periods in
meditative observation of the Australian landscape—whether
seaside, forest, or grazing horses—before capturing it through
her lens.

Her winning entry, Wild Whispers, was taken on a foggy
Glenlyon morning. Mellissa recalls leaving the house with a
gut feeling that the day held something special. “The two
branches seem to protect the environment… a symbol of my
own connection to nature. There’s the lure of nature, though
we enter with respect,” she explains. Using her Nikon D810
full-frame camera, she produced a large-format print (1000 x
800mm) on archival Hahnemuhle Photo Rag paper, giving the
work subtle texture and presence.

Having attended the exhibition for years, Mellissa took a
chance on submitting her piece and was thrilled to share the
experience with her sons. The judges, Prof. Carole Wilson and
Dr. Lauren Matthews, noted: “The winning work conveyed a
sense of the wintry landscape of the region… delicate but
rugged.” The day ended with celebration, a glass of
champagne shared with her sons and friends, marking both
personal and artistic triumph.

Photo by Jessica Newton

Photo by Karen Owen
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By Mark Raphael

Budding Berries and More

Delicious in-house and takeaway meals, featuring
great local produce and seasonal specials.

Open Hours:
Monday: 8:30am – last orders 2:30pm

Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday – Sunday: 8:30am – last orders 2:30pm

https://glenlyongeneralstore.com.au/

Despite winter overstaying its welcome, the
glorious blossoms of spring have now largely
given way to the emerging crops of summer.
The orchard’s inhabitants are busily shedding
their petals to reveal a multitude of baby fruits.
While some of these infants are little more
than a tiny round bulge on the end of a long
stalk, some adopt their final form in miniature
from the outset. 

The Durondeau pear, developed by Belgian
Charles Louis Durondeau in the early 19th
Century, sets a cluster of perfectly formed tiny
brown pears, each displaying their classic
shape from the very beginning. It has a
pronounced aromatic, fresh-sweet-sour taste
and boasts a beautiful russet hue where its
skin meets the sun. Not to be outdone, the
remarkable Huonville Crab has traded its
bright crimson blooms for deep red fruit.
Discovered by Bob Magnus in the Huon Valley
of Tasmania, its best known for its striking red
flesh and its tart and sweet fruit it often makes
its way into jelly, juice or jams. Completing the
trio of pome fruits are the wonderful quinces,
here represented by Fuller's quince. Tiny now
but destined to grow into large pear-shaped,
lemon yellow fruits that ripen in the warmth of
autumn. Once cooked, the flavour and aroma
is intoxicating as are the jellies and pastes that
the creative souls of Glenlyon eagerly create.

Equally at home in jellies and jams are the
Redcurrants that share their enclosure with
the raspberries. It's hard to believe that the
clusters of what appears to be green
peppercorns will, within the month, be
transformed into glowing red jewels, ready to
adorn our Christmas tables 

And should the weather gods give us some
long-overdue warm days and sunny skies,
there are one or two blueberries waiting in the
wings. Fingers crossed, the cropping should
begin just before Christmas Day. Just like a
proud parent, I wait in anticipation of this
season’s bounty.

Mark Raphael @ Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard
grows a wide variety of fresh fruit and
berries, available at the orchard gate, select
retailers and local farmers markets.

Durondeau pear Fullers quince

Huonville Crab Blue Berries

Red CurrantsMark Raphael
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It’s that time of year again to
clean out the cobwebs and
make space for summer. 

Join the GPA this Sunday 16
Nov from 9:30am-12:30pm for

the annual Spring Clean. 

This year we are clearing out
the Old Fire Shed for the floors

to be sanded and sealed. 

Join us for a laugh as we do
some lifting and cleaing. 
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Community Hall Events

A Christmas Tradition
By Glenda Fleischer

On Saturday December 13th 6pm at the
Glenlyon Recreation Reserve a tradition that
began in the early 1970s the Glenlyon Annual
Community BBQ will be held again in 2025.

This holiday event’s spirit has endured thanks to
the efforts of a handful of passionate residents.
They’ve continued to nurture the annual BBQ
tradition, ensuring family, friends, and
neighbours can gather and share in the
festivities.

The scent of sausages sizzling on the barbie, the
easy laughter drifting across the oval, and the
clink of glasses as mates catch up—these are the
moments that make the Glenlyon BBQ special.

Over the years and to the delight of children and
adults alike, "Santa” has made his appearance
on the Fire Truck and in variety of Vintage cars.

How will “Santa” arrive at the 2025 BBQ?

Remember to BYO 

Food
Drinks
Utensils
Seating

GPA events at the Glenlyon Community Hall are inclusive and
welcoming, providing social connections through a variety of
dinners, lunches and music events. 

For more information visit their new website for calendar and
hall hire. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING?
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2   SUNDAY each monthnd

1:30pm - 5pm
Trentham Dance
Trentham Mechanics Hall

3  SATURDAY each monthrd

9am - 1pm
Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

3  SUNDAY each monthrd

Pony Club Rally
Adult Riders
Glenlyon Reserve

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Ukulele Group
Glenlyon Community Hall 5:30pm

Sat Dec 6th : 6pm
Holiday Market / BBQ
 @ Glenlyon Community Hall
For more information visit:
www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

Sat Dec 13  : 6pmth

Glenlyon Annual Community BBQ
Glenlyon Rec Reserve
BYO Food / Drink / Chair

Sun Dec 20  : 9am - 1pmth

Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

NOVEMBER DECEMBER ON GOING

Want  your next community meeting, cultural event or public function included in our events calendar?
Contact the GDN with your next event listing - glenlyonnews@gmail.com.  Deadline - 10  of Each Monthth

Native Plant Of The Month
By David and Judy Redfern

David and Judy Redfern grow Australian native plants in
Glenlyon, specialising in cut flowers and foliage for
floristry and are monthly contributors. 

The native plant of the month at the November Glenlyon
Village Market is Billy Buttons. The botanical name is
Pycnosorus globosus and is a plant that grows throughout
Queensland, NSW, Sth Australia and Victoria.

The globular flower heads are like little balls of cheery
yellow sunshine - always welcome after a long grey winter,
with flowering occurring from Nov. through to Feb. 

They are on upright stems that can be .3 to 1.3m long with
silvery white foliage that create a lovely contrast in the
garden. They prefer to be grown in a sunny location and can
cope with water inundation as well as periods of dryness
and are suited to most soils. They are frost tolerant and
great for attracting insect eating birds.

Billy Buttons look terrific when mass planted and work well
in rockeries and cottage-style gardens. Probably one of the
best plants for cut flowers and retain their yellow colouring
for a long time as a dried flower. The blooms were used in
the presentation bouquets at the 2000 Sydney Olympic
Games.

Will see you at the next Glenlyon Village Market, on
Saturday October 18, 9 am – 1 pm. 

Photo By David Redfern

Sat Nov 15  : 9am - 1pmth

Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

Sat Nov 15  : 1pm-4pmth

Music Amongst The Barrels
Live Music
Wombat Forest Wine & Vineyard

Sun Nov 16th : 9:30am - 12:30pm
Spring Clean - Glenlyon Community
Hall - Hosted by GPA

Thu Nov 27th : 7pm
Community Dinner
Glenlyon Community Hall
For more information / booking visit:
www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au
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List your community group or local business with us.
Local circulation of over 600 digitally / print. 

email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com 
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Community Groups
 
Glenlyon Progress Association
The GPA is a volunteer based association that exists to promote
the general welfare of Glenlyon and District by hosting a number
of community happenings including monthly dinners, music, film
and annual events at the Glenlyon Community Hall. 

For more information:
Join the mailing list events@glenlyon.vic.au 
Hall Hire: hire@glenlyon.vic.au  
Glenlyon Fire Brigade
Your local volunteer fire brigade, located at 25 Barkly Street.
Part of the Glenlyon Group in CFA District 15. 

Captain: Russ Newton 0400 632 479 
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093
 
Glenlyon Recreation Reserve
Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Community Asset Committee
maintaining and managing the Glenlyon Reserve. Contact the
GRRCAC for reserve hire, camping and compliance. 

Ms Chris Clare: 0429 833 766
glenlyonrecreservesecretary@gmail.com
 
Glenlyon Sports Club
A volunteer based club hosting the nation's longest running
mixed sports day on New Year's Day at the Glenlyon Reserve.
The annual event consists of an array of quirky sporting events
and competitions, including woodchopping, mineral water
drinking, and much more. All proceeds raised go to Daylesford
and surrounding district hospitals, charities and youth groups. 

Evan Davis: H 5348 7737 / M 0407 093 866 
glenlyonsportsclub@gmail.com
 
Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group
Volunteers working together to protect our rich biodiversity, our
natural assets and educate our local community. Our purpose is
to run a range of activities that have a community capacity-
building and environmental focus, and to maintain, protect and
enhance the natural assets in our region. For more information
and to volunteer visit our website: www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169  
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com 
Wombat Forestcare 
Wombat Forestcare is a community group dedicated to
protecting and enhancing the Wombat Forest and surrounding
areas. With a strong focus on community involvement and
education, and includes undertaking flora and fauna surveys. We
also enjoy the social aspect of a forest group, with picnics and
bushwalks for people who love being in the bush. 

www.wombatforestcare.org.au
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

Local Business Directory

ORCHARD: 
Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard – Local farm fresh berries and
fruit. To be notified of produce availability, contact Mark at
0484 183 686 or glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com 

FIRE READY: 
Get Fire Ready –
From small yards to bush blocks we’ll keep your property
safe, neat & compliant for this fire season. Fire brakes,
mulching, chainsawing, wood stacking and mowing.
Contact:  0411405957                   info@fireready.com.au

 COMMUNITY
CALL OUT

GLENLYON’S GOT TALENT

The Glenlyon Community Hall will be hosting a night
of music and entertainment on Saturday February 15.

Starring … YOU! The talented folk of Glenlyon and
surrounds! Can you sing? Dance? Play an instrument?
Perform magic tricks? Recite poetry? Do all of these

while riding a unicycle?Then start thinking about
YOUR act for the talent night! Individuals or groups

will be welcome to perform for up to about 10
minutes (depending on the number of participants).
Free entry for performers, a small entry charge for

the viewing public … all money raised to go towards
the Glenlyon Community Hall fund.

And perhaps local businesses, organisations or
individuals might like to sponsor some prizes?

If you would like to help with the organisation of the
evening, or would like to offer sponsorship prizes,
please send a message to Keith on 0402985007.

Full details and entry forms in the next edition of
Glenlyon District News.
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WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door, 
regional platters and function space available for weddings, 
commitment ceremonies and special occasions. Open 
weekends, public holidays or by appointment. 
0427 239 334, info@wombatforestwines.com 

mailto:events@glenlyon.vic.au
mailto:hire@glenlyon.vic.au
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http://www.wombatforestcare.org.au/
mailto:glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com
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Glenlyon Sports Club
Evan Davis 5348 7737 

0407 093 866 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 
John Mathews 0458008022 
Keith Fletcher 0402985007 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon
Landcare Group 

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au 

Glenlyon Village Market
Sarah Clark  0419 516 793

Friends of Glenlyon Dam
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com 

 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve 
Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 Chris Clare

0429 833 766 

Hepburn Seeds Savers
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999 

riverseedfarm@gmail.com 

Riding for the Disabled
Lesley Hewitt   0407 843 928

rdadaylesford@gmail.com 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust 
glenlyoncemetery@outlook.com 
https://glenlyoncemetery.com.au 

Glenlyon CFA
Russ Newton 0400 632 479 

Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Wombat Forestcare 
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 

Glenlyon Pony Club
Sarah Klas 0438 583 176 

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc 
gpa@glenlyon.vic.au 

LOCAL  CONTACTS  

Glenlyon Community Hall

Booking officer Charles Prebeg @
hire@glenlyon.vic.au / 0419506181

Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633

VicRoads: 13 11 70 
1800 226 226 during fire season 
1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
Wildlife Victoria: 8400 7300 
Manfred Zabinskas, 
Five Freedoms Animal Rescue 
0438 681 501 

Bushfire Infoline 
ESTA (VicFire) 
Wildlife Rescue 

Snake Removal 

SES Flood and Storm    13 25 00 

In 2025 Ordinary Meetings of Council will be held at the
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. on the
fourth Tuesday of each month commencing at 6pm, and
are open to the public. The meetings will be recorded and
live-streamed to Council's YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au 

Special Meetings 
Statutory Meeting of Council Tuesday 18 November 

Council Meetings 2025 

Tuesday 25 Nov  / Tuesday 16 Dec 

The Glenlyon Community Hall is an accessible and welcoming space to
host your next group / community event, rehearsal space or private
function. With affordable rates and fees for locals and cultural groups
contact the booking officer:

Charles Prebeg 0419 506 181

Visit www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

Glenlyon Community Hall Hire

The Glenlyon Recreation Reserve is an accessible and expansive reserve
offering facilities including BBQ’s, walking track, local clubs and camping.
For more information and bookings contact:

Chris Clare 0429 833 766

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

By Edward Benedict 

Dan Harris recorded 78.4mm at Swords Rd, Andrew Hitchman had
84.5mm at Dairy Flat Rd, Edward Benedict 83.5mm at Eldon St in
Glenlyon and Lincoln Flynn 73mm from Wallaby Rd in Wheatsheaf
for yearly totals of 468.2mm, 559mm, 557.5mm and 684mm
respectively. Rainfall was recorded on 13 days at Eldon street. 
 

Glenlyon Weather Summary - Sep’25

“You say, it’s dark. And in truth, I did place a
cloud before your sun. But do you not see how
the edges of the cloud are already glowing and
turning light.” Fredrich Nietzsche 
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500+ Digital Circulation
Affordable and Effective

Events / Businesses / For Sale
Contact:

glenlyonnews@gmail.com
0475005545

BUY SWAP SELL: 
Glenlyon District News – Contact the GDN for affordable
rates for listing your next sale. Be it an old mower, space
parts, or hiring help, real estate we’ve got all your listing

needs covered with over 600 committed readers and
affordable rates listing with the GDN is a win.

glenlyonnews@gmail.com / 0475 005 545
We are proud to bring you another edition of The Glenlyon
District News, a community information publication
under the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association.
The GDN remains editorially independent of the GPA and
the views expressed do not reflect the GPA. 

Letters to the Editor and contributions are encouraged. 

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from 
you.
 
Contact the editor;

Ryan Kennedy 

email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

ADVERTISE WITH US

10

SPRING FIREWOOD

COLLECTION

Spring 2025 Firewood Collection Now Open.
 1 Sep  -  30 Nov

Households can collect up to two cubic metres per
person per day (max 16 cubic metres per household per

year) from designated areas.
Plan ahead — wood can take over 12 months to dry, so

now’s the time to prepare for winter 2026.
👉 Find maps, safety info, and collection rules here:

 https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood/firewood-
collection-in-your-region

 COMMUNITY CALL OUT

Glenlyon District News No 285 Nov 2025 

Having a worker bee day?

Need some assistance?

Looking to connect?

Email the GDN to list your community call out. 

glenlyonnews@gmail.com

mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
mailto:glenlyonnews@gmail.com
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From Monday November 24, 2025 through to 01/05/2026 has been declared our Fire Danger Period. 
This means you cannot burn off or have a fire in the open unless: 

• You have a Fire Danger Period permit issued by CFA, FRV or a Municipal Fire Prevention Officer, depending on the location
of the activity 

• You have a written permit issued by a Fire Prevention Officer of a public authority if planning to burn on land under their
jurisdiction 

• You comply with the conditions of that permit

• A person is in attendance at all times while the fire is alight and has the capacity and means to extinguish the fire 

 • The fire is completely extinguished before the person leaves

For further information visit: CFA.vic.gov.au/can 

To apply for a permit to have a fire in the open you must apply to: firepermits.vic.gov.au or phone 1800 668 511 

Fire Ready:

Now is good time to complete your property cleanup, finalise your fire plan and talk to your household about being fire ready. 

We ask that you be prepared for a fire emergency as much as you possibly can so that as a community we can assist each
other. 

If you have any questions regarding getting fire ready or any of this information you can call:

John Mathews, Community Safety Officer for the Glenlyon Fire Brigade on 0458 008 022 

Volunteers:

Our Glenlyon Fire Brigade like all other rural brigades is entirely run by volunteers. Our volunteers include farmers, full time
workers who may be working away from home, students, retired people etc. This means that in the event of a fire emergency
our response may be limited by the number of volunteers available at any given time.
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FIRE DANGER PERIOD TO COMMENCE THIS MONTH 
By John Mathews

Photo -Alan Leslie

If you think you’d like to become a CFA volunteer either as a fire fighter or someone in an
important role behind the scenes we’d love to hear from you.
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