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CuriousEyes,
Country kies

Glenyon welcomes artist
Allison Wiese from San
Diego, California, beginning
a cross-continental
exchange of ideas, art, and
community

Above: Artist Allison Wiese with her work Artifact of Attraction
Borrego Springs - CA USA - Photo by - Path 88 Productions

Right: Artifact of Attraction by Allison Wiese
Borrego Springs CA USA - Photo by - Path 88 Productions

From hay bales to banners, sound to sculpture — Radical Fields, a not-for-profit arts organisation based in
Glenlyon, supports bold, socially engaged art and is thrilled to announce their first Artist In Residence for 2026.
Allison is coming to Glenlyon to listen, look and learn before creating a new Harvest Festival artwork.

Community welcome BBQ — March 1 5pm-7pm @ Glenlyon Community Hall. - See full article on page 2.
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Hovering Between the Literal and the Magical: American Artist

Allison Wiese Gets Curious in Glenlyon
By Anthony Sawrey

Allison Wiese, an interdisciplinary artist who
works with sculpture, sound, performance,
and architectural interventions, will be
spending nine days in the region this March
as part of the Radical Fields Artist in
Residence program (RFAIR). Allison, who
currently lives and works in San Diego,
California, where she is an Associate
Professor at the University of San Diego, will
use this time to gain an introduction to the
area and its community. This initial visit will
form the basis of a new work to be presented
at the 2027 Radical Fields Harvest Arts
Festival when she returns next year.

Her work is often created for public spaces at
the boundaries of, or outside, institutions
and has been exhibited throughout the
United States. Allison has made artworks
using firewood, fruit, livestock, and hay
bales, combined with purpose-written texts
that float across landscapes like super-text.
Drawing on the visual language of road
signage, ranch entrances, banners, and flags,
her practice plays—often with subtle wit—on
the complexity that underlies seemingly

banal vernacular culture.
Contingent - Allison Wiese 2022
“I |.OV€ th|ngs that hover at the bOU ndary Of Parade Float / Hand Painted Banner - Photo Provided by artist

literal and the metaphoric,” she says, “that can vibrate back and forth between being banal and important in some way.”

This will be Allison’s first time in Australia, and her visit will be brief. Nine days is certainly not enough time to absorb the
local idiosyncrasies that long-term residents take for granted. Keeping this limited timeframe in mind, it will be interesting
to see what Allison notices, gathers, and responds to during her stay.

“I've never felt comfortable dropping into a place,” she explains, “then pretending that I can truly know it very well.
Artists typically want to avoid a quick cliché. But shallow research into big questions, or the ‘discovery’ of things locals are
already well aware of, are other pitfalls when we try to force an impossibly close connection. Acknowledging my own odd
external point of view can give me permission to make decisions without speaking for others in ways I can’t.”

At this stage, Allison has no fixed plan beyond the hope “to see and understand as much as I can without any
preconceptions, and to be on the lookout for ideas, images, and systems that I can interact with without being
presumptuous.” Local interest in the residency has already been expressed by people ranging from farmers to teachers,
and the prospect of an overseas artist engaging directly with the region’s history, culture, and environment has generated
genuine curiosity. Supported by generous donations from local residents, Radical Fields is providing accommodation and
a daily stipend for Allison’s stay, alongside a grant from the University of San Diego assisting with travel and research.
However brief, her visit will act as the catalyst for a significant original work that will be returned to—and shared with—the
community that inspired it.

“As someone who’s kind of curious,” Allison says, “I’ve used art as an excuse to talk to people who know about things I
don’t: to learn and to explore ideas with abandon in ways that would be impermissible without the banner of art. I'm not
sure what I’ll hone in on in Glenlyon and the surrounding region, but I'm always especially interested in the way, as
William Faulkner put it, ‘The past is never dead. It’s not even past,” and in the grace and friction present when shared
work brings people together eagerly and imperfectly. I'm as interested in the fire brigade as the landscape and wildlife.”

To mark Allison’s arrival, Radical Fields will host a community BBQ on Sunday 1 March, from 5—-7pm at the Glenlyon
Community Hall. The event will be an informal opportunity for locals to meet Allison, welcome her to the region, and hear
more about the Artist in Residence program. The evening will also coincide with the launch of new Radical Fields
merchandise, with proceeds supporting future artistic and community initiatives.

Community BBQ & Meet The Artist

Sun Mar 1st - 5-7pm

Glenlyon Community Hall

Sausage sizzle / sides available for purchase - Veg / GF Options Available

BYO Drink
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Community Update

Glenlyon Sports Club Members - Damian Leonard , Mick Bolton , Brett Dunlop handing over the big check to
Central Highlands Rural Health Workers - Richard Grinstein, Tracey Michalczak and Elyse Kalade

Glenlyon Sports Day Community Give-Back
By Brett Dunlop

Glenlyon’s 2026 New Year’s Sports Day was held in cool, sunny conditions at the Recreation Reserve. Attendance was
strong, with 865 adult entry tickets sold, plus many children, along with a large crew of volunteers and competitors. Sports
Day is a relaxed community event that brings people together while raising funds for local community groups, health
services and sporting teams. Income from entry tickets, raffles, sponsorships, grants, donations and bar sales generated
$16,100 to distribute to groups that support our community.

Health services supported:
Daylesford Hospital, Trentham District Health, Ballarat Cancer Care Unit and St John Ambulance.

Sporting groups supported:
Football-netball clubs in Daylesford, Hepburn and Trentham; Daylesford Lawn Tennis Club; Beddoes Boxing Gym;
Daylesford Volleyball; Riding for the Disabled; Glenlyon Pony Club; and Glenlyon Adult Riders.

Community groups supported:
Daylesford Brass Band and Pipes & Drums; Daylesford Preschool; Hepburn Kindergarten; Girl Guides; Grove of Gratitude;
Community Op Shop; New Year’s Eve Gala; Glenlyon District News; and Glenlyon Recreation Reserve.

Additional funds were raised on the day by Glenlyon CFA with their spinning wheel raffle, and St Michael’s Primary School
with their ever-popular canteen.

Generous grants were provided by Hepburn Shire Council and Bendigo Bank Daylesford.

A very special thank you goes to all 46 local sponsors in 2026 — too many to list in full — with special recognition to those
contributing $500 or more: Blooms Pharmacy, Daylesford Contracting, Daylesford Dog & Car Wash, Farmers Arms Hotel,
Howe Automotive and R+J Batteries.

Interested in supporting Sports Day 2027? - Email glenlyonsportsclub@gmail.com

See you next year!

Delicious in-house and takeaway meals, featuring
= THE = great local produce and seasonal specials.

Open Hours:
Monday: 8:30am — last orders 2:30pm
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday — Sunday: 8:30am — last orders 2:30pm
-GENERAL STORE - https://glenlyongeneralstore.com.au/
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Emergency Access Measures Introduced at Glenlyon Reserve
By Ryan Kennedy

Photo By Ryan Kennedy

Following a serious medical incident at the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve on 4 January, new measures have been
introduced to improve emergency access to the grounds.

In the early morning of 4 January, a local resident suffered a heart attack while walking at the Reserve. Ambulance services
responded promptly; however, locked access gates prevented vehicle entry to the site. Paramedics were required to carry
equipment across the field to reach the patient, and a second ambulance was called to assist. Access was eventually gained
when CFA volunteers attended and were able to open the gate. The patient was then transported to hospital for emergency
care and considers themselves both lucky and grateful.

The gates have historically been kept locked due to ongoing issues with unauthorised vehicle access, including motorbikes
and dirt bikes entering the Reserve and causing damage to the track and playing surfaces. The intention has been to protect
the grounds and community facilities.The incident has raised concerns within the community about emergency vehicle
access to the Reserve.

In response, the Glenlyon Reserve Committee of Management (CoM) has installed new signage at the gates outlining
emergency contact numbers. A padlock system has also been introduced to ensure emergency access can be gained
without the need to locate a specific key holder.

Chris Clare, speaking on behalf of the Committee of Management, informed attendees at the recent GPA meeting that these
measures have been put in place to improve response procedures and provide clearer information for emergency situations.
While many in the community welcome these steps, some residents have expressed ongoing concerns about potential
shortcomings of the new system and whether it will fully address access issues in time-critical emergencies.

Time will tell how effectively the changes address those concerns.

Community Appreciation

By Glenlyon District News

The Glenlyon District News gratefully acknowledges the generous support of the
Glenlyon Sports Club, whose recent New Year’s Sports Day fundraising enabled a
$300 donation to the paper.

Contributions like this help keep the News locally produced, accessible, and

community-focused. We sincerely thank the Club, its members and their hard
working volunteers for their ongoing support of community initiatives.
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Community Update

Radical Fields’ Community BBQ & Artist Welcome

We hope you’re well in the new year and keeping cool
on those hot days. To welcome artist-in-residence
Allison Wiese (San Diego, USA) to Glenlyon, Radical
Fields is hosting a relaxed community BBQ — and a
small but mighty fundraiser to support our future
programs.

On the day you can expect:

\ $10 sausage sizzle meals

® Meat tray / # Local produce raffle

W Radical Fields merchandise — t-shirts + tea
towels

o @ Limited edition cards and prints

e BYO Drink

You can already scan the below QR code to explore our
brand-new online merch store, with all proceeds directly
supporting Radical Fields’ creative programs in Glenlyon
and beyond.

All are warmly invited — partners, kids and well-behaved
pets included.

We’d love to see you there.

If you’d like more information, please feel free to get in
touch. radicalfields@gmail.com

WINNER WINNER!!

This year’s New Year’s Day Mineral Water Drinking Contest saw
a long-awaited shake-up, with Glenlyon local Carly claiming the
women'’s title in a lightning-fast 5.53 seconds.

After two consecutive years of coming a very close second —
including narrowly missing out while edging past her self-described
“arch nemesis,” the reigning two-time champion — Carly has finally
taken the crown. Persistence, it seems, pays off.

Having moved to Glenlyon to be with her partner about a year ago
after 15 years living in Maldon, Carly says she’s thrilled with the
change of scenery. “I love it over this way — the green Glenlyon as
opposed to the brown town of Maldon,” she laughs.

Now officially Mineral Water Champion 2026, Carly has not only
secured bragging rights but also rewritten the rivalry narrative. One
thing’s certain — next year’s contest just got a whole lot more
interesting.

Photo By - Lizzie Pogson
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Now That’s Progress
By Ryan Kennedy

More than 20 community members gathered for last week’s Glenlyon Progress Association meeting, with a strong
sense of shared purpose and steady progress across several local projects.

Updates were shared on the hall, with the committee continuing to plan repairs and improvements. Locals interested in
contributing ideas or practical support are encouraged to get involved. Hall hire was highlighted as a key way to build
revenue, with flexible and affordable packages available for private functions across Glenlyon, Denver, Drummond,
Porcupine Ridge, Wheatsheaf and Coomoora. The GPA’s communications strategy is also rolling out, with new hall signage
on the way and investigations underway into acoustic treatments to improve sound quality.

Safety and community wellbeing were also discussed. Mick Bolton noted CFA support provided during the Harcourt fires.
Community spirit was celebrated, with the Glenlyon Sports Club reporting more than 1,000 attendees at the New Year’s Day
Mixed Sports Day and $16,100 raised for local groups including regional health services. Brett Dunlop thanked the many
volunteers who made the day possible. Landcare representatives also advised that a small working group is forming around
the future of the Glenlyon “Swamp.”

The meeting also revisited the question of public toilets. Facilities built by locals decades ago were removed during past hall
renovations, and a proposed replacement never eventuated. There is renewed interest in providing accessible toilets for hall
users and passing visitors, but the pathway is complex, involving Council, DEECA as land owner, and the GPA as manager.
With the Committee of Management already managing a full workload, members noted that recent successes — such as the
AV upgrade — were achieved through small volunteer groups sharing the load. Locals keen to progress the toilets proposal
are encouraged to form a working group and develop practical options.

For questions or help forming a group, please contact the GPA. Meetings are open to all on the first Monday of even months,
7:30pm at the Community Hall — come along, share a cuppa, and hear what’s happening locally.

Glenlyon Community Hall Events
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Native Plant Of The Month
By David and Judy Redfern

David and Judy Redfern grow Australian native plants in
Glenlyon, specialising in cut flowers and foliage for floristry and
are monthly contributors.

This month’s native plant is Persoonia pinifolia, with the common
name of Pine-leaved Geebung or just Geebung. I love this plant for
a variety of reasons apart from the catchy name. It is thriving in our
garden in Glenlyon at the moment despite all the recent hot
weather and no rain. Because we are on tank water only, it
receives no additional watering during these dry spells and it is
currently flowering beautifully. It normally flowers from summer
through to autumn. The ornamental yellow flower spikes are
followed by greenish olive-like fruits which are edible by birds and
mammals. It’s believed that the Aboriginal name of Geebung
describes these fruit. And of course The Geebung Polo Club is a
well known Banjo Patterson poem as well as being the name of a
pub in Hawthorn (recently renamed as The Auburn Hotel).

This Geebung is a medium to large shrub which can grow from 2.5
to 4 metres in height and 2.5 metres in width. It can be grown in
full sun to part shade and prefers well drained acidic soil. This
resilient plant also copes with frost. The pine-like pendulous
foliage is mid-green with purplish new growth appearing during
the year. This makes the shrub an attractive and graceful plant all
year round. The decorative style also makes it suitable for growing
in containers such as glazed or terracotta pots.This species of
Geebung is grown naturally on the Central Coast as well as parts of
the Sydney Sandstone Basin.

We grow it here because of its’ suitability as a cut flower as well as
for cut foliage. Some people also use it as a hedging plant

See you at the next Glenlyon Willage Market. Photo By David Redfern

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

FEBRUARY

MARCH

ON GOING

Sat Feb 14th : 12pm - 5pm
Summer Time Fling

@ Wombat Forest Vineyard
Spring Hill Rd

Sat Feb 21st: 9:00am - 1pm
Glenlyon Village Market - Glenlyon
Community Hall

Sat Feb 21st: 6:30pm
Glenlyon Talent Showcase -
Glenlyon Community Hall
(see back page for details)

Sat Feb 28st : 8pm

Forest Film Society Public Screening
Blade Runner

Glenlyon Community Hall

(see back page for details)

Sun Mar 1st: 5pm - 7pm
Radical Fields - Community BBQ
@ Glenlyon Community Hall

32 Barkly St

Fri Mar 6™ : 6:30pm

Forest Film Society

What We Did On Our Holiday
@ Glenlyon Community Hall
(see back page for details)

Sat Mar 14" : 2pm

Live Music -UK Musicians

Winter Wilson

@ White Room

31 Morton Street, Glenlyon

$35 - Bookings Essential
https://events.humanitix.com/the-
white-room-winter-wilson

Sat Mar 21st: 9am - 1pm
Glenlyon Village Market

Glenlyon Community Hall
(see back page for details)

2" sunday each month
1:30pm - 5pm

Trentham Dance
Trentham Mechanics Hall

3" SATURDAY each month
9am -1pm

Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

3" SUNDAY each month
Pony Club Rally

Adult Riders

Glenlyon Reserve

Every Wednesday
Ukulele Group
Glenlyon Community Hall 5:30pm

List your next community event with us for FREE - email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com
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Community Groups

Glenlyon Progress Association

The GPA is a volunteer based association that exists to promote
the general welfare of Glenlyon and District by hosting a number
of community happenings including monthly dinners, music, film
and annual events at the Glenlyon Community Hall.

For more information:
Join the mailing list events@glenlyon.vic.au
Hall Hire: hire@glenlyon.vic.au

Glenlyon Fire Brigade

Your local volunteer fire brigade, located at 25 Barkly Street.
Part of the Glenlyon Group in CFA District 15.

Captain: Russ Newton 0400 632 479
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Community Asset Committee
maintaining and managing the Glenlyon Reserve. Contact the
GRRCAC for reserve hire, camping and compliance.

Ms Chris Clare: 0429 833 766
glenlyonrecreservesecretary@gmail.com

Glenlyon Sports Club

A volunteer based club hosting the nation's longest running
mixed sports day on New Year's Day at the Glenlyon Reserve.
The annual event consists of an array of quirky sporting events
and competitions, including woodchopping, mineral water
drinking, and much more. All proceeds raised go to Daylesford
and surrounding district hospitals, charities and youth groups.

Evan Davis: H 5348 7737 / M 0407 093 866
glenlyonsportsclub@gmail.com

Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group

Volunteers working together to protect our rich biodiversity, our
natural assets and educate our local community. Our purpose is
to run a range of activities that have a community capacity-
building and environmental focus, and to maintain, protect and
enhance the natural assets in our region. For more information
and to volunteer visit our website: www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com

Wombat Forestcare

Wombat Forestcare is a community group dedicated to
protecting and enhancing the Wombat Forest and surrounding
areas. With a strong focus on community involvement and
education, and includes undertaking flora and fauna surveys. We
also enjoy the social aspect of a forest group, with picnics and
bushwalks for people who love being in the bush.

www.wombatforestcare.org.au
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

List your community group or local business with us.
Local circulation of over 600 digitally / print.
email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com

Glenlyon District News No 288 Feb 2026

Local Business Directory
BARBER:

Selena Barberina - The Mobile Barber

In need of a hair cut? Contact Selena Barberina Glenlyon’s
mobile barber. Cuts for all genders, ages and abilities. To
schedule your next appointment contact Selena.

Contact: 0403613983

FIRE READY:

Get Fire Ready —

From small yards to bush blocks we’ll keep your property
safe, neat & compliant for this fire season. Fire brakes,
mulching, chainsawing, wood stacking and mowing.
Contact: 0411405957 info@fireready.com.au

ORCHARD:

Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard — Local farm fresh berries and
fruit. To be notified of produce availability, contact Mark at
0484 183 686 or glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com

WINERY:

Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space —
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door,
regional platters and function space available for weddings,
commitment ceremonies and special occasions.

Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.
Contact: 0427 239 334 info@wombatforestwines.com

> v

COMMUNITY
CALL OUTS

Glenlyon Public Toilets

The question of accessible public toilets at the Hall
has resurfaced, with renewed interest in exploring
practical options. While the pathway involves
Council, DEECA (as landowner), and the GPA (as
manager), recent projects have shown what small,
focused volunteer groups can achieve.

If you’re interested in helping progress this proposal,
consider joining a small working group to explore the
next steps.

Please get in touch if you’d like to be involved.

email : hello@glenlyonhall.org.au

*** For more information please read the Now That’s
Progress article in this month’s edition***
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LOCAL CONTACTS

Glenlyon Community Hall

Booking officer Charles Prebeg @
hire@glenlyon.vic.au / 0419506181

Friends of Glenlyon Dam
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust

glenlyoncemetery@outlook.com
https://glenlyoncemetery.com.au

Glenlyon CFA

Russ Newton 0400 632 479
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Wombat Forestcare
Gayle Osbhorne 5348 7558

Glenlyon Pony Club

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176
glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com

Glenlyon Progress Assoc
gpa@glenlyon.vic.au

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 Chris Clare
0429 833 766

Glenlyon Sports Club
Evan Davis 5348 7737
0407 093 866
Glenlyon Ukulele Team

John Mathews 0458008022
Keith Fletcher 0402985007
Glenlyon Upper Loddon
Landcare Group
Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au
Glenlyon Village Market
Sarah Clark 0419 516 793
Hepburn Seeds Savers
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999
riverseedfarm@gmail.com

Riding for the Disabled
Lesley Hewitt 0407 843 928
rdadaylesford@gmail.com

Glenlyon Weather Summary - Dec’25

For the month of January Dan Harris at Swords Rd had 2.4mm, Andrew
Hitchman at Dairy Flat Rd had .5mm, Edward Benedict at Eldon St had
4.5mm and Lincoln Flynn had 2mm from Wallaby Rd in Wheatsheaf.
Rainfall was recorded on 2 days at Eldon street Glenlyon.

It has been a punishingly dry start to the year, with heat-ravaged gardens
and faltering bore levels becoming the customary conversation in the
neighbourhood. A welcome downpour on the 9th of February brought
fleeting relief, and the town stirred as a flush of eucalyptus perfume
drifted through the streets — the natives drawing a long breath and
exhaling from their rain-drenched bodies. Now we find ourselves casting
hopeful glances at the horizon, half-tempted to break into spontaneous
rain dances, willing the storm clouds to gather and those much-needed
drops to fall once more.

"During the dry years, the people forgot about the rich years, and when
the wet years returned, they lost all memory of the dry years".
- John Steinbeck Grapes Of Wrath

Useful Phone Numbers
Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633
VicRoads: 1311 70

1800 226 226 during fire season
1800 668 511 to register your burn-off

BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501
Wildlife Victoria: 8400 7300
Manfred Zabinskas,

Five Freedoms Animal Rescue
0438 681 501

SES Flood and Storm 13 2500

Traffic Hazards
Bushfire Infoline

ESTA (VicFire)
Wildlife Rescue

Snake Removal

Council Meetings 2026

In 2026 Ordinary Meetings of Council will be held at the
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. on the
fourth Tuesday of each month commencing at 6pm, and
are open to the public. The meetings will be recorded and
live-streamed to Council's YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au

Glenlyon Community Hall Hire

The Glenlyon Community Hall is an accessible and welcoming space to
host your next group / community event, rehearsal space or private
function. With affordable rates and fees for locals and cultural groups
contact the booking officer:

Charles Prebeg 0419 506 181

Visit www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

The Glenlyon Recreation Reserve is an accessible and expansive reserve
offering facilities including BBQ’s, walking track, local clubs and camping.
For more information and bookings contact:

Chris Clare 0429 833 766
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BUY SWAP SELL

Contact the GDN for affordable rates for listing your next
sale. Be it an old mower, space parts, or hiring help,
we’ve got all your listing needs covered with over 600
committed readers listing with the GDN is a win.
glenlyonnews@gmail.com / 0475 005 545

FIRE DANGER PERIOD
NOW
THRU 1/5/26

From now through to 01/05/2026 has been declared
our Fire Danger Period. This means you cannot burn off
or have a fire in the open unless:

» You have a Fire Danger Period permit issued by CFA,
FRV or a Municipal Fire Prevention Officer, depending on
the location of the activity

- You have a written permit issued by a Fire Prevention
Officer of a public authority if planning to burn on land
under their jurisdiction

« You comply with the conditions of that permit

« A person is in attendance at all times while the fire is
alight & has the capacity & means to extinguish the fire

« The fire is completely extinguished before leaving
For further information visit: CFA.vic.gov.au/can

To apply for a permit to have a fire in the open you must
apply to: firepermits.vic.gov.au or phone 1800 668 511

We are proud to bring you another edition of The Glenlyon
District News, a community information publication
under the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association.
The GDN remains editorially independent of the GPA and
the views expressed do not reflect the GPA.

Letters to the Editor and contributions are encouraged.

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from
you.

Contact the editor;

Ryan Kennedy

email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CALL OUT

Having a worker bee day? Need some assistance?
Looking to connect? Contact the GDN to list your
community call out. glenlyonnews@gmail.com /
0475 005 545

ADVERTISE WITH US

500+ Digital Circulation
Affordable and Effective
Events / Businesses / For Sale
Contact:
glenlyonnews@gmail.com
0475005545
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