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Glenlyon’s Got Talent

Glenlyon District News No 288 Feb 2026 

The second Glenlyon Talent Showcase brought a lively crowd to the hall for an
evening celebrating local performers, in total a dozen acts caused an outpour of local
pride and enthusiastic applause. Highlights from the night included young Ned Perry,
who captivated the audience with an original piano piece he both composed and
performed himself as well as an impromptu composition by the Echocello Orchestra.

The evening also featured the talents of local duo Selena and Felix (photo above), a lively
singalong with the Glenlyon Ukuleles, and the entertaining musical skills of Dusty and
Crusty, rounding out a night that showcased the creativity and community spirit of
Glenlyon. 

See back cover for more images from the night. 

Selena & Felix  - Photo by - Ryan Kennedy



As an eight year old when my father returned from the war I was quick to nag him about two things: a train trip to
Daylesford to see my cousins and a day at the M.C.G. to see Bradman bat. In his wisdom the old man chose the train so
off we went on the Bendigo express to Woodend, grabbing hot pies at the Woodend station refreshment rooms before
boarding the Daylesford mixed train. I wished to travel on to Ballarat but sadly that was vetoed. Years later my brother and
I walked the old railway to Sailors Falls.

 Years later I took my own son on the same train ride with no hot pies at Woodend andno other passengers on the train
which rattled along at a speedslower than when the line opened in 1880. I finally got to a test match at Christmas 1947
only for India to bat all day and thus I only saw Bradman field.

 Sadly a walking track from Daylesford to Newlyn never eventuated and Bradman's batting has had to remain in my
imagination.
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Daylesford, The Past Is Another Country

Lake Jubilee train at the western side of the lake is
the deepest railway cut in Victoria - Photo Pg 10
Timber, Spuds And Spa by Murrell Osborne
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Local Stories by Murrell Osborne

“My brother and self would
walk along the line at Sailor
Falls, often seeing Florence
Liversidge at the station house,
where she lived until her 90’s”
- Murrell Osborne 

Lake Jubilee Station - Florence Liversidge 2  from left - nd

Photo Pg 10 Timber, Spuds And Spa by Murrell Osborne
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Delicious in-house and takeaway meals, featuring
great local produce and seasonal specials.

Open Hours:
Monday: 8:30am – last orders 2:30pm

Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday – Sunday: 8:30am – last orders 2:30pm

https://glenlyongeneralstore.com.au/

Photos provided by Murrell Osborne
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The first screening at the new Glenlyon Community Cinema on February 28 was a huge success with a full house
attending Blade Runner – The Final Cut (2007). With fish and chip baskets and drinks served before the film and the new
audio-visual system installed at the hall strutting its stuff, there was a great vibe in the room. 

The next film – Australian classic ‘Malcolm’ (1986) will screen on May 16. Doors open at 6.30pm for burgers and chip baskets,
drinks and ice creams with film commencing at 8pm. Get your tickets for the film here
https://glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au/glenlyon-community-cinema/

February brought some welcome moisture across the district, with a steady spread of totals recorded across our local
rain gauges. Dan Harris measured 74.4 mm at Swords Road, while Andrew Hitchman recorded 77.5 mm at Dairy Flat Road.
At Eldon Street in Glenlyon, my own gauge collected 86 mm for the month, and the highest total came from Lincoln Flynn’s
gauge at Wallaby Road in Wheatsheaf with 106 mm.

These figures bring the year-to-date totals to 76.8 mm at Swords Road, 78 mm at Dairy Flat Road, 90.5 mm at Eldon Street,
and 108 mm at Wallaby Road. Rain fell on six separate days at Eldon Street during February, suggesting a pattern of
intermittent soaking showers rather than one or two large storm events — the kind of rain that slowly works its way into
paddocks and gardens and does the most good.

Seasonal Outlook
Looking ahead, the broader seasonal outlook for Victoria suggests autumn will likely be warmer than average, with rainfall
tending toward the lower side of the historical range. Early indications for March point to relatively typical rainfall patterns
locally, though the longer March–May outlook suggests totals may trend below the long-term median across much of the
state. In practical terms, this means we may see occasional autumn fronts delivering useful falls, but probably fewer
prolonged wet spells than some years.

Autumn Arrives
For many in the district, autumn is the most welcome turn of the seasons. After the hard brightness of summer, the light
softens, the mornings sharpen with a hint of chill, and the land begins to breathe again. The gardens settle into their final
push of growth, paddocks regain a deeper shade of green, and the evening air carries that unmistakable scent of cooling soil
and fallen leaves.

It is a quieter season, but in many ways the most generous — a time when the heat finally loosens its grip and the
countryside returns to a gentler rhythm.
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Community rainfall observations compiled by Edward Benedict
Rain Gauge – Glenlyon & District

Community Update

Glenlyon Community Cinema

Photo and Words provided by Lyn Jenkins
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Community Update

Glenlyon & District Pony Club

It’s been a busy summer season for our local CFA volunteers.
Even though we’ve been fortunate not to have any large fires close
to home so far we’ve had several call outs to smaller local fires and
we’ve had crew joining strike teams assisting further away from
home. Between times there is a lot that happens behind the
scenes. Did you know that on Total Fire Ban days many of our
available crew spend the day either at or very close to the station in
case of a call out? Our meetings and training sessions remain on-
going during the summer season as well as many other activities
that may not be obvious. As mentioned previously the Glenlyon
Brigade has a brand new Tanker that has replaced our older Tanker
1. This now fully commissioned and in service.

One of the really important community awareness and safety
measures run by the CFA is maintaining and updating the Fire
Danger Rating boards that you drive past any CFA fire station.
These boards are there to alert the community of the current fire
danger on any given day. These have to be changed manually each
and every change in the fire danger ratings as determined by the
CFA. The weather folk at the CFA have to analyse the forecast
conditions looking at temperature, wind speed, humidity, ground
dryness and storm activity before deciding on the Fire Danger
Rating for the next forecast period.

Ralph and Sue Stewart  brigade members and part of our fundraising committee. 
By -  John Matthews

Glenlyon CFA News

The task of changing the board takes considerable commitment and time. Ralph Stewart is a volunteer at our local brigade
and the person responsible for changes to the board. Sometimes this requires a daily change. If you drive past the board
between 4am and 6am you’ll likely see Ralph up the ladder changing the ratings on the board. It has been observed on
occasion he’s even been out in his dressing gown attending to the task! That’s commitment! Thank you Ralph. If you
happen to see him up the ladder (maybe in his dressing gown) be sure to give him a toot and a wave!

We remain in the Fire Danger Period and as such burn offs are not allowed without a special permit. The ground remains
extremely dry and the fire risk also remains high. 

Stay safe

John Mathews - Glenlyon CFA

The annual Glenlyon and District Pony Club Horse Trails are on
the last weekend in Feb every year brings around 140 riders
from around the state to complete in our wonderful grounds.

The event is a state qualifying event helping riders qualify for the
annual big pony club state events. The club is proud to call the
reserve home and riders travel from far and wide to train on our
grounds. The annual event went well and we are very grateful for
the support of many local community, volunteers, past and present
members fellow clubs and many sponsoring businesses from
Daylesford Kyneton and surrounds. 

We a have a great support network and many who work hard to see
the development of our club, members and fellow riders. We strive
to provide a safe encouraging supportive education environment
for our members to connect to their horses, fellow members and
community. The annual event allows us to invest back into the club
and its members and facilities, to advance skills and growth of our
club and fellow user groups. 

Ride Safe 

Sarah Klas - Glenlyon & District Pony Club 
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Glenlyon Community Hall Events
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List your next community event with us for FREE -  email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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2   Sunday each monthnd

1:30pm - 5pm
Trentham Dance
Trentham Mechanics Hall

3  SATURDAY each monthrd

9am - 1pm
Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

3  SUNDAY each monthrd

Pony Club Rally
Adult Riders
Glenlyon Reserve

Every Wednesday
Ukulele Group
Glenlyon Community Hall 5:30pm

MARCH APRIL ON GOING

Native Plant Of The Month
By David and Judy Redfern
David and Judy Redfern grow Australian native plants in
Glenlyon, specialising in cut flowers and foliage for floristry and
are monthly contributors. 
This month’s plant is Beaufortia sparsa, more commonly known as
Swamp Bottlebrush. The flowers provide a bright highlight in the
garden with their vermillion colour in late summer and autumn and
they also attract honey-eating birds. They work well as a cut flower
and grow to an approximate height of 2 metres and a width of 1.5
metres.

They prefer to be grown in well-drained soil in a full or part sun
location and are tolerant of light frosts. Originally from south-west
Western Australia they are growing happily here in Glenlyon. The
Beaufortia genus is named after Mary, Duchess of Beaufort who
had a keen interest in horticulture.

On a personal and sentimental note my father trained as a pilot in
the RAAF at East Sale flying a Beaufort , before graduating to a
Beaufighter which he flew in active service in the Pacific War.
Rather incredibly there were 700 Beauforts and 365 Beaufighters
built in Australia during WW2. The Beaufighters were heavily
involved in the Battle of The Bismarck Sea against the Japanese
which was a significant turning point for the Allies in the South
West Pacific in March 1943. A slight digression from a plant there
but hopefully it can help you to remember the plant genus
name of Beaufortia!

See you at the next Glenlyon Village Market. 

Photo By David Redfern

Fri Apr 10th : 6:30pm 
Forest Film Society
@ Glenlyon Community Hall
See page 6 for Details

Sat Apr 18th : 9:00am - 1pm
Glenlyon Village Market - Glenlyon
Community Hall

Thu Apr 30th : 6:30pm
Community Dinner
@ Glenlyon Community Hall
See page 6 for details

Sat Mar 14  : 2pm th

Live Music -UK Musicians
Winter Wilson
@ White Room 
31 Morton Street, Glenlyon
$35 - Bookings Essential
https://events.humanitix.com/the-
white-room-winter-wilson

Sat Mar 21st : 9am - 1pm
Glenlyon Village Market
 Glenlyon Community Hall
(see back page for details)
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List your community group or local business with us.
Local circulation of over 600 digitally / print. 

email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com 
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Community Groups
 
Glenlyon Progress Association
The GPA is a volunteer based association that exists to promote
the general welfare of Glenlyon and District by hosting a number
of community happenings including monthly dinners, music, film
and annual events at the Glenlyon Community Hall. 

For more information:
Join the mailing list events@glenlyon.vic.au 
Hall Hire: hire@glenlyon.vic.au  
Glenlyon Fire Brigade
Your local volunteer fire brigade, located at 25 Barkly Street.
Part of the Glenlyon Group in CFA District 15. 

Captain: Russ Newton 0400 632 479 
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093
 
Glenlyon Recreation Reserve
Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Community Asset Committee
maintaining and managing the Glenlyon Reserve. Contact the
GRRCAC for reserve hire, camping and compliance. 

Ms Chris Clare: 0429 833 766
glenlyonrecreservesecretary@gmail.com
 
Glenlyon Sports Club
A volunteer based club hosting the nation's longest running
mixed sports day on New Year's Day at the Glenlyon Reserve.
The annual event consists of an array of quirky sporting events
and competitions, including woodchopping, mineral water
drinking, and much more. All proceeds raised go to Daylesford
and surrounding district hospitals, charities and youth groups. 

Evan Davis: H 5348 7737 / M 0407 093 866 
glenlyonsportsclub@gmail.com
 
Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group
Volunteers working together to protect our rich biodiversity, our
natural assets and educate our local community. Our purpose is
to run a range of activities that have a community capacity-
building and environmental focus, and to maintain, protect and
enhance the natural assets in our region. For more information
and to volunteer visit our website: www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169  
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com 
Wombat Forestcare 
Wombat Forestcare is a community group dedicated to
protecting and enhancing the Wombat Forest and surrounding
areas. With a strong focus on community involvement and
education, and includes undertaking flora and fauna surveys. We
also enjoy the social aspect of a forest group, with picnics and
bushwalks for people who love being in the bush. 

www.wombatforestcare.org.au
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

Local Business Directory

ORCHARD: 
Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard – Local farm fresh berries and
fruit. To be notified of produce availability, contact Mark at
0484 183 686 or glenlyonblueberryorchard@gmail.com 

FIRE READY: 
Get Fire Ready –
From small yards to bush blocks we’ll keep your property
safe, neat & compliant for this fire season. Fire brakes,
mulching, chainsawing, wood stacking and mowing. 
Contact:  0411405957                   info@fireready.com.au

The question of accessible public toilets at the Hall
has resurfaced, with renewed interest in exploring

practical options. While the pathway involves
Council, DEECA (as landowner), and the GPA (as

manager), recent projects have shown what small,
focused volunteer groups can achieve.

If you’re interested in helping progress this proposal,
consider joining a small working group to explore the

next steps. 

Please get in touch if you’d like to be involved.

email : hello@glenlyonhall.org.au

*** For more information please read the Now That’s
Progress article in this month’s edition***

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door, 
regional platters and function space available for weddings, 
commitment ceremonies and special occasions. 
Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment. 
Contact: 0427 239 334           info@wombatforestwines.com 

Glenlyon Public Toilets

BARBER: 
Selena Barberina - The Mobile Barber
In need of a hair cut? Contact Selena Barberina Glenlyon’s
mobile barber. Cuts for all genders, ages and abilities. To
schedule your next appointment contact Selena. 
Contact:  0403613983

C o m m u n i t y
C a l l  O u t
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Glenlyon Sports Club
Evan Davis 5348 7737 

0407 093 866 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 
John Mathews 0458008022 
Keith Fletcher 0402985007 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon
Landcare Group 

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au 

Glenlyon Village Market
Sarah Clark  0419 516 793

Friends of Glenlyon Dam
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com 

 
Glenlyon Recreation Reserve 
Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 Chris Clare

0429 833 766 

Hepburn Seeds Savers
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999 

riverseedfarm@gmail.com 

Riding for the Disabled
Lesley Hewitt   0407 843 928

rdadaylesford@gmail.com 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust 
glenlyoncemetery@outlook.com 
https://glenlyoncemetery.com.au 

Glenlyon CFA
Russ Newton 0400 632 479 

Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Wombat Forestcare 
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 

Glenlyon Pony Club
Sarah Klas 0438 583 176 

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc 
gpa@glenlyon.vic.au 

LOCAL  CONTACTS  
Glenlyon Community Hall

Booking officer Charles Prebeg @
hire@glenlyon.vic.au / 0419506181

Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633

VicRoads: 13 11 70 
1800 226 226 during fire season 
1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
Wildlife Victoria: 8400 7300 
Manfred Zabinskas, 
Five Freedoms Animal Rescue 
0438 681 501 

Bushfire Infoline 
ESTA (VicFire) 
Wildlife Rescue 

Snake Removal 

SES Flood and Storm    13 25 00 

In 2026 Ordinary Meetings of Council will be held at the
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. on the
fourth Tuesday of each month commencing at 6pm, and
are open to the public. The meetings will be recorded and
live-streamed to Council's YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au 

Council Meetings 2026

The Glenlyon Community Hall is an accessible and welcoming space to
host your next group / community event, rehearsal space or private
function. With affordable rates and fees for locals and cultural groups
contact the booking officer:

Charles Prebeg 0419 506 181

Visit www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

Glenlyon Community Hall Hire

The Glenlyon Recreation Reserve is an accessible and expansive reserve
offering facilities including BBQ’s, walking track, local clubs and camping.
For more information and bookings contact:

Chris Clare 0429 833 766

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

500+ Digital Circulation
Affordable and Effective

Events / Businesses / For Sale
Contact:

glenlyonnews@gmail.com
0475005545

ADVERTISE WITH US
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500+ Digital Circulation
Affordable and Effective

Events / Businesses / For Sale
Contact:

glenlyonnews@gmail.com
0475005545

Contact the GDN for affordable rates for listing your next
sale. Be it an old mower, space parts, or hiring help,
we’ve got all your listing needs covered with over 600
committed readers listing with the GDN is a win.
glenlyonnews@gmail.com / 0475 005 545

We are proud to bring you another edition of The Glenlyon
District News, a community information publication
under the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association.
The GDN remains editorially independent of the GPA and
the views expressed do not reflect the GPA. 

Letters to the Editor and contributions are encouraged. 

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from 
you.
 
Contact the editor;

Ryan Kennedy 

email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

 COMMUNITY CALL OUT
Having a worker bee day? Need some assistance?
Looking to connect? Contact the GDN to list your
community call out. glenlyonnews@gmail.com /
0475 005 545

ADVERTISE WITH US
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FIRE DANGER PERIOD
NOW
THRU 1/5/26
 From now through to 01/05/2026 has been declared

our Fire Danger Period. This means you cannot burn off
or have a fire in the open unless: 

• You have a Fire Danger Period permit issued by CFA,
FRV or a Municipal Fire Prevention Officer, depending on

the location of the activity 
• You have a written permit issued by a Fire Prevention
Officer of a public authority if planning to burn on land

under their jurisdiction 
• You comply with the conditions of that permit

• A person is in attendance at all times while the fire is
alight & has the capacity & means to extinguish the fire 

 • The fire is completely extinguished before leaving
For further information visit: CFA.vic.gov.au/can 

To apply for a permit to have a fire in the open you must
apply to: firepermits.vic.gov.au or phone 1800 668 511 

BUY SWAP SELL
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Mark Ruscoe - Photo by - Keith Fletcher 

Helena Panic  - Photo by - Keith Fletcher 

Robert Cookson  - Photo by -Keith Fletcher

Jack Larm  - Photo by - Keith Fletcher 

Dusty & Crusty  - Photo by - Keith Fletcher 

Echocello Orchestra - Photo by - Keith Fletcher 

Glenlyon Talent Showcase was a huge success bringing in a dozen
acts from music to film community members shined throughout the
evening. 
“Congratulations to all the performers who made the night a super star
time and thanks to all the volunteers for their time and energy” 

Keith Fletch - Glenlyon Talent Showcase

Glenlyon’s Got Talent
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