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Reigniting Tradition

Jess and Russell Newton with the Glenlyon Junior Brigade at the VFBV Rural Running Championship - Photo by Brenna Fletcher

After more than four decades, the Glenlyon Fire Brigade is back on the track—reviving a proud tradition while
building something new for the next generation.

On March 1, that return became real. For the first time in over 40 years, Glenlyon members competed in the VFBV
Rural Running Championships, marking a significant milestone in the brigade’s resurgence. The results were
immediate. Glenlyon’s junior team secured three second-place finishes and a first-place win in the tanker, priming,
pumping and ladder event—earning the Aggregate Runner-Up Trophy in the Junior Section. But for those involved, the
achievement runs deeper than results. Junior Brigade Officer Jess Newton said the program’s revival has been about
reconnecting the brigade from the ground up.

“It’s thrilling to breathe new life into something that was petering out,” she said.

Recent months have seen juniors training in core firefighting skills—running drills, drafting water, radio
communications and map reading—while also building teamwork through the brigade’s running events.
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Marissa Fisher with her pa Ian Fleischer at the Marybourgh games March Glenlyon Seniors State Running Championships 1% in Tanker Priming and
11 2026 - Photo by Jess Newton Pumping - Photo Provided

For long-time member Ian Fleischer, that combination is what defines a strong brigade. Having joined at 18 and
serving 15 years as secretary, he has seen how relationships—not just skills—are built over time.

“The games have changed—the run-ups are shorter and the trucks are no longer used,” he said. “But the spirit is the
same... which can be half the battle.”

“We work together, we play together,” he said. “These events build the relationships and camaraderie that help establish
a healthy team of firefighters—people you can trust and understand who’s on the other end of the hose.”

At the championships in Maryborough, Ian returned to watch from the sidelines—this time seeing his granddaughter step
into that same tradition. More than 40 years ago, Glenlyon enjoyed a golden era in competition. Now, with a new
generation emerging, that legacy is beginning to take shape again.

“It was lovely to see the younger ones enjoying the spirit of the games—with the healthy competition,” he said. “It really
felt like something was building again.”

For Ian, the pride is personal.

“Really proud to see my granddaughter pursuing it.”

He is also quick to credit the leadership behind the brigade’s revival.

“Credit must go to the team—Jess and Russell—for taking action and reigniting the tradition,” he said.
That renewed energy has re-established something essential—a clear pathway into the brigade.

“It doesn’t just happen,” Ian said. “You’ve got to have a way for people to get involved.”

With around a dozen juniors and a growing number of adult members, Glenlyon is rebuilding not just participation, but
culture—one grounded in connection, trust and shared experience.

Because at its core, the program isn’t just about firefighting. It's about knowing the person beside you when it matters
most.

At 21, Marissa is part of that new generation—but her journey into the Glenlyon Fire Brigade began with a simple goal:
understanding. With her partner serving in the CFA in Willaura for the past nine years, she wanted to better support him
and the role he plays.

“I wanted to understand how to support him,” she said. After reaching out to her uncle Evan, she was introduced to the
Glenlyon brigade—where she and her partner Max, now both living locally, quickly found their place.

“They’ve really welcomed us into the family,” she said. Competing at the recent championships alongside her grandfather
made the experience even more meaningful.

“Itis really great to carry this tradition—and it made for a special time having pa there,” she said. “We didn’t have any
expectations to win, but it was a thrill to get that reward as we came together as a family and crew.”

For Marissa, the program is about connection as much as competition.

“Good to bring everyone together—two blokes from Willaura and another from Spring Hill. A program like this enables us
to come together and make new friends.”

Glenlyon District News No 290 Apr 2026



Remembering Geoff Palmer— Historian, Musician, Neighbour

Claude “Geoff” Palmer
16 June 1934 - 17 March 2026

Long-time Glenlyon resident Geoff Palmer lived at the corner of
Dysart St and Morton St. The home he shared with Jean, his wife of
over 40 years, was the old schoolhouse in Musk. It was moved there
in the 80s, and he and Jean planted trees and made a lovely garden.
They would walk around the block in the afternoon, trailed by five or
six cats and at least one dog.

Geoff was a history buff and spent many hours, before the internet, in
libraries around the world researching family histories and publishing
books about his and Jean’s families. One book about his family,
linking to the British East India Company, Heroes or Villains?, is in the
collection of the British Library in London. When Geoff was a young
man, National Service was compulsory. He saw that as a great leveller
because all young men from every walk of life were thrown together.

Geoff wasn’t deployed overseas but, as he said, “we successfully
defended Puckapunyal Military Area”. Geoff started his working life in
banking. He worked in the ANZ bank in many towns, including
Daylesford, Bairnsdale, and then a long stint in Derby. Derby was a
wild town in the 60s, and Geoff had many stories of his time there. On
his way back to Derby from Perth, in his new car, Geoff was involved
in a major road accident. Months in Perth Hospital, then months in
hospital in Melbourne and, finally, recuperating at his family home in
Nathalia.

Geoff met and married Jean in Melbourne. They travelled back and

forth between Jean’s home in Scotland and Melbourne, as well as on

other travels. They opened businesses together and finally settled in

Glenlyon. One winter in Scotland was enough for Geoff, so Jean Words and Photo provided by loving friends of Geoff
travelled back and forth. Jean died in Scotland in 2018

Geoff was the drummer in a jazz band and loved playing his jazz music. He loved old movies, photography, making Super 8
home movies, and was a volunteer at the Daylesford & District Historical Society. The earliest issues of GDN included his
articles about local history. When it was suggested that the old Ghosts of Glenlyon history walk through Glenlyon be
resurrected, he opened his filing cabinet to show all the research he did to produce that map and information. Geoff loved his
family. Four generations of his family were there at his funeral, along with his friends. He also loved his pets, and they were
featured in the many photos documenting his full life.

Geoff died at Hepburn House and is buried in Glenlyon Cemetery, where he now rests in the community he called home for so
many years.

Keeping Local News Local

The Glenlyon District News welcomes contributions from across our district. We love publishing stories that reflect life in our
region, including farming updates, gardening tips, local history, community profiles, photographs, and celebrations such as
achievements, awards, and special milestones.

We also encourage local community groups and not-for-profits to share their events with us so we can help promote what’s
happening across the district.

If you’ve got a story, photo, or event to share, get in touch - glenlyondistrictnews@gmail.com

Delicious in-house and takeaway meals, featuring
great local produce and seasonal specials.

Open Hours:
Monday: 8:30am — last orders 2:30pm
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday — Sunday: 8:30am — last orders 2:30pm

https://glenlyongeneralstore.com.au/
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Just cause it ain’t right don’t make it wrong

For over two years, Forest Fire Management Victoria has
been teasing the bush down my way—what I lovingly call
the Breakaways, both as a social and geological reference.
Signs of a coming back burn appeared back in 2024, leaving
trace indications that something might happen. Last year we
were ready, but when the expected date passed, we assumed
so had our chances. Then, twelve months later, the signs
returned—literally everywhere: on trees, in post boxes and at
driveways, as well as big road signs and even our very own
large flashing yellow LED board.

The time was now, and now meant the last two weeks of March
2026. Trucks rigging, chainsaws felling, bulldozers dozing, and
people in green boiler suits running amok became the daily
backdrop.

I quickly passed the information on to others nearby. Being
somewhat fire conscious, and never having been in such close
proximity to a back burn before, I felt prepared with the usual
fire essentials ready to go. What I was not prepared for,
however, was the immediate and ongoing flood of judgment,
opinion, and debate surrounding the burn—along with the
suggestion from others that I should offer my own two cents.
And since I am the editor of this paper, I thought perhaps my
first editorial should be about exactly that.

Feedback ranged widely: “I don’t like it” ... “Just terrible, can’t
they find another way?” ... “I think it’s fantastic”....

... “Too much smoke—it’s bad, no thank you” ... “They’ll appreciate the break” ... “The bush needs it, it's good” ... “The bush
doesn’t need it—it sucks—what about the soil, the bugs, the creatures?”

With March being as busy as it was, there hadn’t been enough time to settle on a clear picture of right and wrong.

Then it came to me: it wasn’t the act of back burning I was struggling with, but the way we were all being pulled—almost
instantly—into deciding what was right or wrong about it. I cannot so easily draw a line around something I understand as
both fluid and static—or perhaps more accurately, as fluid/static — where fact itself is never entirely one or the other, but
often both at once, and sometimes neither in any absolute sense. It is one of the reasons I find dualistic thinking
insufficient; the moral framework of right and wrong too often divides and over-simplifies situations, ideas, people, and
relations that do not neatly submit to oppositional categories.

This dualistic habit becomes even more heightened when moral judgment is amplified through contemporary structures of
opinion. Historically, moral authority largely sat within hierarchical institutions; now, through the rapid and often exclusive
democratisation of opinion via social media, judgment circulates with unprecedented speed. A culture of reaction, likes,
certainty, and individual declaration that leads to immediacy often outrunning reflection.

I cannot help but wonder whether, collectively, we miss an external social moral compass, and whether this helps explain
our continued attachment to declaring what is right and wrong. As older structures of authority loosen, and with the
destabilisation of truth alongside a growing awareness of relativity, perhaps moral certainty becomes one way of
manufacturing steadiness in uncertain times.

These conditions align neatly with something far older in human nature: our instinct to conserve energy. The brain is
constantly searching for efficiencies, often preferring pattern recognition over sustained attention to nuance. To hold
complexity requires effort; to collapse difference into similarity costs less. In that sense, moral certainty can sometimes
function as a type of cognitive economy that may just leave one bankrupt.

Yet there is nothing preventing us from exercising beyond that instinct. Just as the body develops through repeated
exertion, thought too can be trained to tolerate ambiguity, contradiction, and layered realities. Especially when dealing with
our shared environment, a little more mental effort can go a long way.

For those unwilling to wander too far into the grey (or as I like to think of it, go full rainbow), perhaps one thought is enough:
just cause it ain’t right doesn’t mean it's wrong

A big thank you to the hardworking crew at Forest Fire Management Victoria for their dedication to achieving the safest
possible result within a narrow weather window.

I can clearly and simply say: I appreciate their work, and I already feel safer.

Words and Photo by Ryan Kennedy
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Community Update

A Winning Effort

Words by Ryan Kennedy

A big congratulations to the athletes of Daylesford
CrossFit, who have delivered outstanding performances
at this year’s XFit Games—flying the flag for the region
and showing what a strong community can achieve.

Porcupine Ridge local Leigh Hawker, who has called the
area home since 1986 when he and his wife Wendy made
the move, led the charge in the 70+ division. Progressing
from quarterfinals to semifinals, Leigh competed against a
global field of around 3,000 athletes in his age group alone.

“There were a couple of things I struggled with,” he says,
noting handstand push-ups as a challenge, “but that was
shared across the globe.”

Leigh has been involved in CrossFit for eight years and
continues to show up year after year for the CrossFit
Games. Even through cancer treatment, he kept training—
crediting both the sport and the people around him. “It did
me the world of good. I'm fitter now than I was 30 years
ago and must give credit to the great team of athletes at the
gym as we support each other immensely”

That sense of community runs deep, with his son Lochlan—
owner of the gym—helping build a genuine family
atmosphere. As Lochlan puts it: “To have athletes from our
small regional gym mixing it with the best in the world—is
huge. But what makes it really worth it is how they’ve done
it: together with our community of athletes supporting each

other every step of the way.”
. Leah Willian, Leigh Hawker, Beck Clarke - Photo by Wendy Hawker
Across the wider group, the results speak for themselves.

Bec Clarke competed in the quarterfinals of the 45-49
division, finishing 864th out of 3,301 athletes worldwide— a strong result in a highly competitive field. Leah Willian also made
her mark, finishing 93rd out of 204 in the women’s 65-69 quarterfinals and progressing through to the next stage.

Strong individual performances, backed by a community that shows up for each other—every session, every time.

Rain Gauge - Glenlyon & District

Community rainfall observations compiled by Edward Benedict

March delivered another solid contribution across the district, with all gauges recording consistent and useful falls.
Dan Harris measured 82.4 mm at Swords Road, Andrew Hitchman recorded 78.5 mm at Dairy Flat Road, while Lincoln Flynn
again posted a strong total of 201 mm at Wallaby Road in Wheatsheaf. At Eldon Street in Glenlyon, 83 mm was recorded
across five rain days, continuing the pattern of steady, soaking rainfall events rather than short, intense bursts.
These March figures now bring the year-to-date totals to:

¢ 159.2 mm - Swords Road

e 156.5 mm — Dairy Flat Road

e 173.5 mm — Eldon Street (Glenlyon)

e 209 mm — Wallaby Road (Wheatsheaf)

Wheatsheaf continues to lead the district tally, while Glenlyon sits comfortably ahead of the broader local average — a
promising position as we move deeper into autumn.

Seasonal Outlook (April-June)

Looking further ahead, the broader autumn outlook across Victoria indicates a higher likelihood of warmer-than-average
conditions, particularly in terms of overnight temperatures. Rainfall, however, is expected to be near to below the long-term
median, suggesting that while we will still receive passing fronts and useful falls, extended wet periods may be less
frequent. In practical terms for the district, this points to a patchy but serviceable autumn — enough rainfall to maintain soil
moisture if timed well, but with a need to make the most of each system as it passes through.

Autumn Settles In

There is a quiet satisfaction in this time of year. The fierce edge of summer has softened, replaced by a gentler light that
stretches across the paddocks in gold and amber tones. Mornings arrive cool and deliberate, evenings carry the scent of
damp earth, and the land seems to gather itself after months of heat. It is a season not of extremes, but of balance — where
each modest fall of rain feels purposeful, and each mild day a reminder that, for now, the country is at ease.
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Community Update

Now That’s Progress

Words by Krystyna Croft

The Glenlyon Progress Association held its bi monthly meeting on 6
April at the Glenlyon Community Hall (meetings are held on the
first Monday of even months of the year and all are welcome).

The resignation of Ryan Kennedy from the committee was again noted
and the President thanked him for the work he had done whilst on the
committee - his assistance with the monthly dinners and support in all
the work of the committee and the challenging discussions in
committee deliberations. She further said that he is doing an excellent
job with the Glenlyon District News and transferring it into a very
worthwhile publication. Paul Clarke moved a vote of thanks for Ryan’s
work which was met with acclamation.

The committee has been working on additional signage at the hall to
enable people to be alerted to up coming events. One option is that
similar to what many schools have but is very expensive. After some
discussion it was agreed we would obtain more banners to put up on
the frames at the entrance to the township.

Keith Fletcher has an exciting idea for next year’s Glenlyon calendar -
see Community Call Out section in this months edition of the GDN.

Margret Lockwood and David Redfern (representing the local landcare
group) reported on the work being done to bring the wetlands behind
Eldon Street back to life.

Volunteer Oppurtunity

Volunteer Opportunity: Secretary
Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group (GULLG)

Are you looking for a volunteer role where you can make a
genuine difference in the local community and environment?
Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group (GULLG) is seeking
an organised and reliable person to join its committee as
Secretary.

About the role - The Secretary supports the smooth operation
of the group and helps guide its future direction.

Key tasks include:

« Preparing agendas, taking & distributing meeting notes
- Maintaining committee records

« Membership administration

- Managing email and general enquiries

« Assisting with events and activities

« Supporting governance requirements

Basic computer skills and a willingness to learn are all that’s needed. No previous committee experience is required, and
support is available.

Time commitment: approximately 1-2 hours per week

Who are GULLG?

GULLG is a community-led environmental group working to protect and restore the natural landscapes, waterways and
biodiversity of the Glenlyon and Upper Loddon district.

Our work includes:

« Maintaining the Glenlyon Biolink

- Native planting and revegetation

« Loddon River management

« Weed control

« Community environmental education

Interested?
Email: glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
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Native Plant Of The Month

By David and Judy Redfern

David and Judy Redfern grow Australian native plants in
Glenlyon, specialising in cut flowers and foliage for floristry and
are monthly contributors.

We’ve chosen Crowea exalata with the common name of Small

Crowea as our favoured plant for this month for so many reasons:-
It has beautiful pink 5-petalled starry flowers which provide a vivid
decorative display over a long period from summer through to late

autumn. These flowers are also useful in the cut flower trade.

The foliage comprises linear leaves with a dark to medium lime
green colour, which combined with the pink flowers makes an
attractive dome-shaped shrub with arching branches which grows
to approximately 1 metre in height and 1.3 metres in width.
Another feature of this plant is the fragrant foliage which when

crushed has a fragrance similar to aniseed.

As a hardy plant it prefers part shade but will also cope with a full
sun position. It can be grown in clay or sandy soils and is tolerant

of frost.

Native to open forest and woodlands of S.E Queensland, N.S.W.
and Victoria originally, it is well-suited for growing in the Hepburn
shire. Suitable for cottage gardens and rockeries.

All the foregoing have reminded me that we need to buy a couple

more to further enhance our own garden!

See you at the next Glenlyon Village Market.

Photo By David Redfern

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

April

May

ON GOING

Fri Apr 10th : 6:30pm
Forest Film Society

@ Glenlyon Community Hall
See page 6 for Details

Sat Apr 18th : 9:00am - 1pm
Glenlyon Village Market - Glenlyon
Community Hall

Sun Apr 19th : 2-5pm
Free Live Music
@ Wombat Forest Vineyard

Thu Apr 30th : 6:30pm
Community Dinner

@ Glenlyon Community Hall
See page 6 for details

Sun May 3rd : 12pm
@ Wombat Forest Vineyard
SpudFest Discovery Day

Thu May 7" : 4:30pm-6:30pm
Council town planners are hosting a
community discussion about
implementing the Glenlyon Structure
Plan - All welcome

@ Glenlyon Community Hall

Sat May 9th : 1-4pm
Free Live Music
@Wombat Forest Vineyard

Sat May 16th : 9am - 1pm
Glenlyon Village Market
@ Glenlyon Community Hall

2" sunday each month
1:30pm - 5pm

Trentham Dance
Trentham Mechanics Hall

3" SATURDAY each month
9am - 1pm

Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

3" SUNDAY each month
Pony Club Rally

Adult Riders

Glenlyon Reserve

Every Wednesday
Ukulele Group
Glenlyon Community Hall 5:30pm

List your next community event with us for FREE - email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com
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Community Groups

Glenlyon Progress Association

The GPA is a volunteer based association that exists to promote
the general welfare of Glenlyon and District by hosting a number
of community happenings including monthly dinners, music, film
and annual events at the Glenlyon Community Hall.

For more information:
Join the mailing list events@glenlyon.vic.au
Hall Hire: hire@glenlyon.vic.au

Glenlyon Fire Brigade

Your local volunteer fire brigade, located at 25 Barkly Street.
Part of the Glenlyon Group in CFA District 15.

Captain: Russ Newton 0400 632 479
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Community Asset Committee
maintaining and managing the Glenlyon Reserve. Contact the
GRRCAC for reserve hire, camping and compliance.

Ms Chris Clare: 0429 833 766
glenlyonrecreservesecretary@gmail.com

Glenlyon Sports Club

A volunteer based club hosting the nation's longest running
mixed sports day on New Year's Day at the Glenlyon Reserve.
The annual event consists of an array of quirky sporting events
and competitions, including woodchopping, mineral water
drinking, and much more. All proceeds raised go to Daylesford
and surrounding district hospitals, charities and youth groups.

Evan Davis: H 5348 7737 /| M 0407 093 866
glenlyonsportsclub@gmail.com

Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group

Volunteers working together to protect our rich biodiversity, our
natural assets and educate our local community. Our purpose is
to run a range of activities that have a community capacity-
building and environmental focus, and to maintain, protect and
enhance the natural assets in our region. For more information
and to volunteer visit our website: www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com

Wombat Forestcare

Wombat Forestcare is a community group dedicated to
protecting and enhancing the Wombat Forest and surrounding
areas. With a strong focus on community involvement and
education, and includes undertaking flora and fauna surveys. We
also enjoy the social aspect of a forest group, with picnics and
bushwalks for people who love being in the bush.

www.wombatforestcare.org.au
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

List your community group or local business with us.
Local circulation of over 600 digitally / print.
email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com
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Local Business Directory
BARBER:

Selena Barberina - The Mobile Barber

In need of a hair cut? Contact Selena Barberina Glenlyon’s
mobile barber. Cuts for all genders, ages and abilities. To
schedule your next appointment contact Selena.

Contact: 0403613983

FIRE READY:

Get Fire Ready —

From small yards to bush blocks we’ll keep your property
safe, neat & compliant for this fire season. Fire brakes,
mulching, chainsawing, wood stacking and mowing.
Contact: 0411405957 info@fireready.com.au

ORCHARD:

Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard — Local farm fresh berries and
fruit. Orchard Gate sales by appointment.

Contact Mark at 0484 183 686 or via our website:
www.glenlyonblueberryorchard.com.au

WINERY:

Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space —
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door,
regional platters and function space available for weddings,
commitment ceremonies and special occasions.

Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.
Contact: 0427 239 334 info@wombatforestwines.com

> v

Community
Call Out

Calendar Competition — Advance Notice

After the success of last year’s Glenlyon Community Hall
fundraiser calendar, plans are underway for a 2027
edition — and this time the wider community is invited to
contribute.

A panel will select 13 photographs celebrating the

greater Glenlyon area for inclusion in the calendar.

Winning photographers will receive a free copy and
acknowledgement.

Subjects can include scenery, wildlife, work, play, or
everyday local life.

For now, keen photographers are encouraged to keep an
eye out for suitable images.

Please note:

« Photos must be submitted electronically (JPEG or
similar)
» Images must be landscape format
« Photos must be taken between November 2025 and
October 2026

Further details, guidelines and deadlines will be
announced soon.

Happy snapping!
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LOCAL CONTACTS

Glenlyon Community Hall

Booking officer Charles Prebeg @
hire@glenlyon.vic.au / 0419506181

Friends of Glenlyon Dam
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust

glenlyoncemetery@outlook.com
https://glenlyoncemetery.com.au
Glenlyon CFA

Russ Newton 0400 632 479
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Wombat Forestcare
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

Glenlyon Pony Club

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176
glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com

Glenlyon Progress Assoc
gpa@glenlyon.vic.au

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 Chris Clare
0429 833766

Glenlyon Sports Club

Evan Davis 5348 7737
0407 093 866

Glenlyon Ukulele Team

John Mathews 0458008022
Keith Fletcher 0402985007
Glenlyon Upper Loddon
Landcare Group
Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au
Glenlyon Village Market
Sarah Clark 0419 516 793

Hepburn Seeds Savers
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999
riverseedfarm@gmail.com

Riding for the Disabled
Lesley Hewitt 0407 843 928
rdadaylesford@gmail.com

ADVERTISE WITH US

500+ Digital Circulation
Affordable and Effective
Events / Businesses / For Sale
Contact:
glenlyonnews@gmail.com
0475005545

Useful Phone Numbers
Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633
VicRoads: 13 11 70

1800 226 226 during fire season

1800 668 511 to register your burn-off
BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501
Wildlife Victoria: 8400 7300

Manfred Zabinskas,

Five Freedoms Animal Rescue
0438 681 501
SES Flood and Storm 13 2500

Traffic Hazards
Bushfire Infoline

ESTA (VicFire)
Wildlife Rescue

Snake Removal

Council Meetings 2026

In 2026 Ordinary Meetings of Council will be held at the
Council Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. on the
fourth Tuesday of each month commencing at 6pm, and
are open to the public. The meetings will be recorded and
live-streamed to Council's YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931
The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s
website, https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au

Glenlyon Community Hall Hire

The Glenlyon Community Hall is an accessible and welcoming space to
host your next group / community event, rehearsal space or private
function. With affordable rates and fees for locals and cultural groups
contact the booking officer:

Charles Prebeg 0419 506 181

Visit www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

The Glenlyon Recreation Reserve is an accessible and expansive reserve
offering facilities including BBQ’s, walking track, local clubs and camping.
For more information and bookings contact:

Chris Clare 0429 833 766
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BUY SWAP SELL

Contact the GDN for affordable rates for listing your next
sale. Be it an old mower, space parts, or hiring help,
we’ve got all your listing needs covered with over 600
committed readers listing with the GDN is a win.
glenlyonnews@gmail.com / 0475 005 545

FIRE DANGER PERIOD
NOW
THRU 1/5/26

From now through to 01/05/2026 has been declared
our Fire Danger Period. This means you cannot burn off
or have a fire in the open unless:

* You have a Fire Danger Period permit issued by CFA,
FRV or a Municipal Fire Prevention Officer, depending on
the location of the activity

« You have a written permit issued by a Fire Prevention
Officer of a public authority if planning to burn on land
under their jurisdiction

» You comply with the conditions of that permit

« A person is in attendance at all times while the fire is
alight & has the capacity & means to extinguish the fire

« The fire is completely extinguished before leaving
For further information visit: CFA.vic.gov.au/can

To apply for a permit to have a fire in the open you must
apply to: firepermits.vic.gov.au or phone 1800 668 511

We are proud to bring you another edition of The Glenlyon
District News, a community information publication
under the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association.
The GDN remains editorially independent of the GPA and
the views expressed do not reflect the GPA.

Letters to the Editor and contributions are encouraged.
We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from
you.

Contact the editor;

Ryan Kennedy

email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CALL OUT

Having a worker bee day? Need some assistance?
Looking to connect? Contact the GDN to list your
community call out. glenlyonnews@gmail.com /
0475 005 545

ADVERTISE WITH US

500+ Digital Circulation
Affordable and Effective
Events / Businesses / For Sale
Contact:
glenlyonnews@gmail.com
0475005545
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	Reigniting Tradition
	After more than four decades, the Glenlyon Fire Brigade is back on the track—reviving a proud tradition while building something new for the next generation.
	On March 1, that return became real. For the first time in over 40 years, Glenlyon members competed in the VFBV Rural Running Championships, marking a significant milestone in the brigade’s resurgence. The results were immediate. Glenlyon’s junior team secured three second-place finishes and a first-place win in the tanker, priming, pumping and ladder event—earning the Aggregate Runner-Up Trophy in the Junior Section. But for those involved, the achievement runs deeper than results. Junior Brigade Officer Jess Newton said the program’s revival has been about reconnecting the brigade from the ground up.
	“It’s thrilling to breathe new life into something that was petering out,” she said.
	Recent months have seen juniors training in core firefighting skills—running drills, drafting water, radio communications and map reading—while also building teamwork through the brigade’s running events.
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	For long-time member Ian Fleischer, that combination is what defines a strong brigade. Having joined at 18 and serving 15 years as secretary, he has seen how relationships—not just skills—are built over time.
	“The games have changed—the run-ups are shorter and the trucks are no longer used,” he said. “But the spirit is the same… which can be half the battle.”
	“We work together, we play together,” he said. “These events build the relationships and camaraderie that help establish a healthy team of firefighters—people you can trust and understand who’s on the other end of the hose.”
	At the championships in Maryborough, Ian returned to watch from the sidelines—this time seeing his granddaughter step into that same tradition. More than 40 years ago, Glenlyon enjoyed a golden era in competition. Now, with a new generation emerging, that legacy is beginning to take shape again.
	“It was lovely to see the younger ones enjoying the spirit of the games—with the healthy competition,” he said. “It really felt like something was building again.”
	For Ian, the pride is personal.
	“Really proud to see my granddaughter pursuing it.”
	He is also quick to credit the leadership behind the brigade’s revival.
	“Credit must go to the team—Jess and Russell—for taking action and reigniting the tradition,” he said.
	That renewed energy has re-established something essential—a clear pathway into the brigade.
	“It doesn’t just happen,” Ian said. “You’ve got to have a way for people to get involved.”
	With around a dozen juniors and a growing number of adult members, Glenlyon is rebuilding not just participation, but culture—one grounded in connection, trust and shared experience.
	Because at its core, the program isn’t just about firefighting. It’s about knowing the person beside you when it matters most.
	At 21, Marissa is part of that new generation—but her journey into the Glenlyon Fire Brigade began with a simple goal: understanding. With her partner serving in the CFA in Willaura for the past nine years, she wanted to better support him and the role he plays.
	“I wanted to understand how to support him,” she said. After reaching out to her uncle Evan, she was introduced to the Glenlyon brigade—where she and her partner Max, now both living locally, quickly found their place.
	“They’ve really welcomed us into the family,” she said. Competing at the recent championships alongside her grandfather made the experience even more meaningful.
	“It is really great to carry this tradition—and it made for a special time having pa there,” she said. “We didn’t have any expectations to win, but it was a thrill to get that reward as we came together as a family and crew.”
	For Marissa, the program is about connection as much as competition.
	“Good to bring everyone together—two blokes from Willaura and another from Spring Hill. A program like this enables us to come together and make new friends.”
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	Claude “Geoff” Palmer
	16 June 1934 – 17 March 2026
	Long-time Glenlyon resident Geoff Palmer lived at the corner of Dysart St and Morton St. The home he shared with Jean, his wife of over 40 years, was the old schoolhouse in Musk. It was moved there in the 80s, and he and Jean planted trees and made a lovely garden. They would walk around the block in the afternoon, trailed by five or six cats and at least one dog.
	Geoff was a history buff and spent many hours, before the internet, in libraries around the world researching family histories and publishing books about his and Jean’s families. One book about his family, linking to the British East India Company, Heroes or Villains?, is in the collection of the British Library in London. When Geoff was a young man, National Service was compulsory. He saw that as a great leveller because all young men from every walk of life were thrown together.
	Geoff wasn’t deployed overseas but, as he said, “we successfully defended Puckapunyal Military Area”. Geoff started his working life in banking. He worked in the ANZ bank in many towns, including Daylesford, Bairnsdale, and then a long stint in Derby. Derby was a wild town in the 60s, and Geoff had many stories of his time there. On his way back to Derby from Perth, in his new car, Geoff was involved in a major road accident. Months in Perth Hospital, then months in hospital in Melbourne and, finally, recuperating at his family home in Nathalia.
	Geoff met and married Jean in Melbourne. They travelled back and forth between Jean’s home in Scotland and Melbourne, as well as on other travels. They opened businesses together and finally settled in Glenlyon. One winter in Scotland was enough for Geoff, so Jean travelled back and forth. Jean died in Scotland in 2018
	Geoff was the drummer in a jazz band and loved playing his jazz music. He loved old movies, photography, making Super 8 home movies, and was a volunteer at the Daylesford & District Historical Society. The earliest issues of GDN included his articles about local history. When it was suggested that the old Ghosts of Glenlyon history walk through Glenlyon be resurrected, he opened his filing cabinet to show all the research he did to produce that map and information. Geoff loved his family. Four generations of his family were there at his funeral, along with his friends. He also loved his pets, and they were featured in the many photos documenting his full life.
	Geoff died at Hepburn House and is buried in Glenlyon Cemetery, where he now rests in the community he called home for so many years.

	Keeping Local News Local
	The Glenlyon District News welcomes contributions from across our  district. We love publishing stories that reflect life in our region, including farming updates, gardening tips, local history, community profiles, photographs, and celebrations such as achievements, awards, and special milestones.

	Just cause it ain’t right don’t make it wrong
	For over two years, Forest Fire Management Victoria has been teasing the bush down my way—what I lovingly call the Breakaways, both as a social and geological reference. Signs of a coming back burn appeared back in 2024, leaving trace indications that something might happen. Last year we were ready, but when the expected date passed, we assumed so had our chances. Then, twelve months later, the signs returned—literally everywhere: on trees, in post boxes and at driveways, as well as big road signs and even our very own large flashing yellow LED board.
	The time was now, and now meant the last two weeks of March 2026. Trucks rigging, chainsaws felling, bulldozers dozing, and people in green boiler suits running amok became the daily backdrop.
	I quickly passed the information on to others nearby. Being somewhat fire conscious, and never having been in such close proximity to a back burn before, I felt prepared with the usual fire essentials ready to go. What I was not prepared for, however, was the immediate and ongoing flood of judgment, opinion, and debate surrounding the burn—along with the suggestion from others that I should offer my own two cents. And since I am the editor of this paper, I thought perhaps my first editorial should be about exactly that.
	Feedback ranged widely: “I don’t like it” … “Just terrible, can’t they find another way?” … “I think it’s fantastic”....
	… “Too much smoke—it’s bad, no thank you” … “They’ll appreciate the break” … “The bush needs it, it’s good” … “The bush doesn’t need it—it sucks—what about the soil, the bugs, the creatures?”
	With March being as busy as it was, there hadn’t been enough time to settle on a clear picture of right and wrong.
	Then it came to me: it wasn’t the act of back burning I was struggling with, but the way we were all being pulled—almost instantly—into deciding what was right or wrong about it. I cannot so easily draw a line around something I understand as both fluid and static—or perhaps more accurately, as fluid/static — where fact itself is never entirely one or the other, but often both at once, and sometimes neither in any absolute sense. It is one of the reasons I find dualistic thinking insufficient; the moral framework of right and wrong too often divides and over-simplifies situations, ideas, people, and relations that do not neatly submit to oppositional categories.
	This dualistic habit becomes even more heightened when moral judgment is amplified through contemporary structures of opinion. Historically, moral authority largely sat within hierarchical institutions; now, through the rapid and often exclusive democratisation of opinion via social media, judgment circulates with unprecedented speed. A culture of reaction, likes, certainty, and individual declaration that leads to immediacy often outrunning reflection.
	I cannot help but wonder whether, collectively, we miss an external social moral compass, and whether this helps explain our continued attachment to declaring what is right and wrong. As older structures of authority loosen, and with the destabilisation of truth alongside a growing awareness of relativity, perhaps moral certainty becomes one way of manufacturing steadiness in uncertain times.
	These conditions align neatly with something far older in human nature: our instinct to conserve energy. The brain is constantly searching for efficiencies, often preferring pattern recognition over sustained attention to nuance. To hold complexity requires effort; to collapse difference into similarity costs less. In that sense, moral certainty can sometimes function as a type of cognitive economy that may just leave one bankrupt.
	Yet there is nothing preventing us from exercising beyond that instinct. Just as the body develops through repeated exertion, thought too can be trained to tolerate ambiguity, contradiction, and layered realities. Especially when dealing with our shared environment, a little more mental effort can go a long way.
	For those unwilling to wander too far into the grey (or as I like to think of it, go full rainbow), perhaps one thought is enough:
	just cause it ain’t right doesn’t mean it's wrong
	A big thank you to the hardworking crew at Forest Fire Management Victoria for their dedication to achieving the safest possible result within a narrow weather window.
	I can clearly and simply say: I appreciate their work, and I already feel safer.
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	Seasonal Outlook (April–June)
	Autumn Settles In

	Volunteer Opportunity: Secretary
	About the role - The Secretary supports the smooth operation of the group and helps guide its future direction.
	Who are GULLG?
	Our work includes:
	Native Plant Of The Month
	David and Judy Redfern grow Australian native plants in Glenlyon, specialising in cut flowers and foliage for floristry and are monthly contributors.
	We’ve chosen Crowea exalata with the common name of Small Crowea as our favoured plant for this month for so many reasons:- It has beautiful pink 5-petalled starry flowers which provide a vivid decorative display over a long period from summer through to late autumn. These flowers are also useful in the cut flower trade.
	The foliage comprises linear leaves with a dark to medium lime green colour, which combined with the pink flowers makes an attractive dome-shaped shrub with arching branches which grows to approximately 1 metre in height and 1.3 metres in width. Another feature of this plant is the fragrant foliage which when crushed has a fragrance similar to aniseed.
	As a hardy plant it prefers part shade but will also cope with a full sun position. It can be grown in clay or sandy soils and is tolerant of frost.
	Native to open forest and woodlands of S.E Queensland, N.S.W. and Victoria originally, it is well-suited for growing in the Hepburn shire. Suitable for cottage gardens and rockeries. All the foregoing have reminded me that we need to buy a couple more to further enhance our own garden!
	See you at the next Glenlyon Village Market.




	COMMUNITY CALENDAR
	April
	May
	ON GOING
	Fri Apr 10th : 6:30pm  Forest Film Society @ Glenlyon Community Hall See page 6 for Details
	Sat Apr 18th : 9:00am - 1pm Glenlyon Village Market - Glenlyon Community Hall
	Sun Apr 19th : 2-5pm Free Live Music @ Wombat Forest Vineyard
	Thu Apr 30th : 6:30pm Community Dinner @ Glenlyon Community Hall See page 6 for details
	Sun May 3rd : 12pm  @ Wombat Forest Vineyard  SpudFest Discovery Day
	Thu May 7th : 4:30pm-6:30pm  Council town planners are hosting a community discussion about implementing the Glenlyon Structure Plan - All welcome @ Glenlyon Community Hall
	Sat May 9th : 1-4pm Free Live Music @Wombat Forest Vineyard
	Sat May 16th : 9am - 1pm Glenlyon Village Market @ Glenlyon Community Hall
	2nd  Sunday each month 1:30pm - 5pm Trentham Dance Trentham Mechanics Hall
	3rd SATURDAY each month 9am - 1pm Glenlyon Village Market Glenlyon Community Hall
	3rd SUNDAY each month Pony Club Rally Adult Riders Glenlyon Reserve
	Every Wednesday Ukulele Group Glenlyon Community Hall 5:30pm
	List your next community event with us for FREE -  email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com

	Calendar Competition – Advance Notice
	After the success of last year’s Glenlyon Community Hall fundraiser calendar, plans are underway for a 2027 edition — and this time the wider community is invited to contribute.
	A panel will select 13 photographs celebrating the greater Glenlyon area for inclusion in the calendar. Winning photographers will receive a free copy and acknowledgement.
	Subjects can include scenery, wildlife, work, play, or everyday local life.
	For now, keen photographers are encouraged to keep an eye out for suitable images.
	Please note:
	• Photos must be submitted electronically (JPEG or similar)
	• Images must be landscape format
	• Photos must be taken between November 2025 and October 2026
	Further details, guidelines and deadlines will be announced soon.
	Happy snapping!

	LOCAL  CONTACTS
	Glenlyon Community Hall


	ADVERTISE WITH US
	500+ Digital Circulation
	Affordable and Effective
	Events / Businesses / For Sale
	Contact:
	glenlyonnews@gmail.com
	0475005545
	Glenlyon Sports Club Evan Davis 5348 7737  0407 093 866
	Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group  Adam Rowe 0406 535 169 glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au  Glenlyon Village Market Sarah Clark  0419 516 793
	https://glenlyoncemetery.com.au


	Useful Phone Numbers
	Council Meetings 2026
	Glenlyon Community Hall Hire
	Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

	BUY SWAP SELL
	Contact the GDN for affordable rates for listing your next sale. Be it an old mower, space parts, or hiring help, we’ve got all your listing needs covered with over 600 committed readers listing with the GDN is a win. glenlyonnews@gmail.com / 0475 005 545
	We are proud to bring you another edition of The Glenlyon District News, a community information publication under the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association. The GDN remains editorially independent of the GPA and the views expressed do not reflect the GPA.  Letters to the Editor and contributions are encouraged.  We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from  you.
	Contact the editor; Ryan Kennedy
	email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com
	From now through to 01/05/2026 has been declared our Fire Danger Period. This means you cannot burn off or have a fire in the open unless:
	• You have a Fire Danger Period permit issued by CFA, FRV or a Municipal Fire Prevention Officer, depending on the location of the activity
	• You have a written permit issued by a Fire Prevention Officer of a public authority if planning to burn on land under their jurisdiction
	• You comply with the conditions of that permit
	• A person is in attendance at all times while the fire is alight & has the capacity & means to extinguish the fire
	• The fire is completely extinguished before leaving
	For further information visit: CFA.vic.gov.au/can
	To apply for a permit to have a fire in the open you must apply to: firepermits.vic.gov.au or phone 1800 668 511

	FIRE DANGER PERIOD NOW THRU 1/5/26

	COMMUNITY CALL OUT
	Having a worker bee day? Need some assistance? Looking to connect? Contact the GDN to list your community call out. glenlyonnews@gmail.com / 0475 005 545
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