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Selena Barberina’s new East Street space is quickly becoming a local hub where everyone is welcome in the
chair. With a strong focus on accessibility and inclusion, barbering here is about more than a great cut.

Inside the shop, a calm, homely atmosphere invites clients to settle in — with records to choose from and a sense of
ease that reflects Selena’s thoughtful, people-first approach. A familiar face in the area before opening the doors of
their new space, Selena’s move into East Street reflects a growing demand and the collective momentum behind new
ways of providing great cuts for our community. 

Full story on page 2.

Selena “Barberina” Cox at their new barber shop at 37 East St Daylesford - Photo Provided



Stepping into Selena Barberina on East Street in
Daylesford feels less like entering a barber shop and
more like arriving at the home of an old friend. Records
tucked in the corner, creative playspaces for young ones,
chairs and cozy couches await clients, not to mention a
fantastic barber or in this case “Barberina’s” chair.
Outside, a barber sign sways gently in the wind. Inside,
Selena “Barberina” Cox welcomes people with a calm
warmth that immediately settles the nerves.

There is a patience to Selena — a steadiness. The kind
often found in people who have spent a lifetime caring for
others. Their eyes carry that softness too; attentive and
kind, yet strong with lived experience. It quickly becomes
clear that for Selena, barbering is not simply about hair. It
is about connection, dignity and helping people feel seen.

Born in Castlemaine and raised in Maldon, Selena is no
stranger to these parts. They first moved to Glenlyon in
2000 with a newborn and a three-year-old, hoping to be
closer to family in Castlemaine. Over the next decade
they built a life in the area, raising their children while
tending to a hobby farm filled with goats and donkeys.
Though the family later relocated after their eldest child
received a scholarship to school in Bendigo, the region
clearly never left Selena’s heart. After years spent in
Melbourne supporting their children, they once again felt
called back to the country. Wanting peace and retreat 
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Selena “Barberina” Cox at their new barber shop at 37 East St Daylesford
- Photo Provided

More Than a Haircut: 
Selena “Barberina” Opens Their Chair to the Community

from city life, Selena visited their old Glenlyon home only to discover a rental property available directly across from
former neighbours. “It felt meant to be,” they reflected.

Before becoming a barber, Selena’s path wound through many forms of care and creativity. They worked as a creative
dance teacher, studied dance movement therapy and even ran a dance studio in Bendigo. Later, doing movement work in
aged care inspired Selena to retrain as a nurse — another role centred on supporting and nurturing others. Then, around
the time of COVID, Selena dreamt about cutting a friend’s hair and the next morning picked up the clippers and did exactly
that. “Something clicked immediately.”

In the days that followed, their friend apparently found himself receiving a new haircut almost daily as Selena
experimented with growing enthusiasm. As Selena mentioned during our conversation that their grandfather had been a
barber, I could not help but wonder whether they had been tapping into something ancestral — an old craft quietly waiting
to resurface generations later. What began as instinct soon became a vocation. Selena commenced formal barbering
training through TONI&GUY Academy and, after relocating back to Glenlyon, completed their qualification through
Bendigo TAFE.

Since then, Selena has worked not only as a barber but instantly began with  assisting community, building a devoted local
clientele through their mobile / home service. And it is this  work that perhaps says the most about Selena’s character. For
months now, they have travelled around the region ensuring community members who struggle with transport or mobility
can still receive a quality haircut in the comfort of their own homes. “I’ll absolutely keep doing mobile cuts,” Selena said
without hesitation. “Some people simply can’t get out.”

That commitment to accessibility extends to the shop itself. Selena hopes the new East Street space can offer something
different from the traditionally gendered worlds of salons and barber shops. “Barbering now is not about gender — it’s
about the sort of cut you want,” they explained. Alongside clipper cuts, Selena also offers beard trims, traditional shaves
and moustache styling, helping clients shape looks that feel personal rather than prescribed. They spoke thoughtfully
about how some women can feel uncomfortable walking into barber shops as for gender-diverse people, those spaces can
feel even more alienating. Selena’s vision is to create somewhere welcoming for everyone.Clients are even invited to
choose a record to play during their haircut — a small ritual that turns an appointment into a shared experience.

Supported warmly by both the community and fellow local barbers, including encouragement from the Barefoot Barber,
who has generously gifted a loan of his chair, Selena has quickly settled into their new home on East Street.

Cuts are available by walk-in or appointment, with Selena working Tuesday 10am–3:30pm, Wednesday to Friday 10am–
4:30pm and Saturday 10am–1pm. ( 0403 613 983 ) - 37 East St Daylesford.

Importantly, affordability remains central to the business. Selena offers reduced rates for pensioners, concession card
holders and those doing it tough financially.  “Everyone deserves a good cut regardless” - Selena states. 

Because in Selena’s chair, a haircut is never just a haircut. It is care, conversation and community all found down the end
of East Street in Daylesford.
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Words and Photo provided by loving friends of Geoff
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Delicious in-house and takeaway meals, featuring
great local produce and seasonal specials.

Open Hours:
Monday: 8:30am – last orders 2:30pm

Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday – Sunday: 8:30am – last orders 2:30pm

https://glenlyongeneralstore.com.au/

The challenge for the Education Department
with the introduction of compulsory education in
the 1870's was to provide basic education to a
small and scattered rural population. Although
teachers received basic training in the three R's
enrichment studies such as art, music, craft and
sport depended heavily on the skills, hopes or
desperation of individual teachers.

  A friend of mine, on his 20th birthday, was
appointed to Booroolite. We finally located it,
without Google maps, saw that it was possible to
get there by public transport and left him to enjoy
the consolation prize of a small allowance for
cleaning the toilets.

  The Daylesford district had its share of rural
schools which have steadily vanished over time
from Garlicks Lead, Barrys Reef, Porkupine Ridge,
Leonards Hill, Basalt, East Trentham, Lyonville,
and Telegraph Road (Sailors Falls) Musk, Musk
Vale,Little Hampton, Mount Prospect and Glenlyon
followed in the 1980's and 90's. This century has
seen the closure of Dean, Kingston, Smeaton,
Korwigiebourra and Drummond. Bullarto, Newlyn
and Yandoit are the only survivors of what was
once a common method of schooling.

   Correction from March 2026 The picture was of a
gatehouse and railway crossing with gates dating
back to the 1890's when over 20 trains a day went
through this crossing. Mrs Liversidge lived in the
Sailors Falls railway house. There was never a
station at Jubilee Lake.

The Past Is Another Country

Keeping Local News Local
The Glenlyon District News welcomes contributions from across our  district. We love publishing stories that reflect life in our

region, including farming updates, gardening tips, local history, community profiles, photographs, and celebrations such as
achievements, awards, and special milestones.

We also encourage local community groups and not-for-profits to share their events with us so we can help promote what’s
happening across the district.

If you’ve got a story, photo, or event to share, get in touch - glenlyondistrictnews@gmail.com 

Local Stories:
by Murrell Osborne

Shepherds Flat School - This photograph is courtesy of the Daylesford Historical Society.
Our thanks go to the Society and its dedicated volunteers for their invaluable work in documenting
and preserving the region’s history.

Glenlyon District News No 291 May 2026 



4

With thanks to Damian and Denise Leonard for their generosity in opening up this harvest process and allowing it to be shared with readers. Words and photo by Ryan Kennedy

’Tis the season for potato harvesting as the stalks die off
and autumn cools the soil beneath rows of starchy
vegetables plotted across Glenlyon and the surrounding
districts. This year I answered the call to assist Damian
Leonard for the annual harvest season — that time of year
when the farmer finally discovers how months of effort,
planning, watering and waiting have transformed into tuberous
gold.

With a family history of potato farming stretching back to the
mid-1800s, the Leonards’ approach to farming is shaped by
generations who have learned to adapt to the land, the seasons
and everything in between. During my time working alongside
Damian and the wider family, I’ve learned that successful
potato farming is as much about patience, work ethic and
community as it is about what when and how you plant. More
than once I found myself expressing sympathy for whatever
predicament we faced — from losing a week of harvest to rain,
to the sight of two tractors attempting to drag a bogged truck
from the mud. Regardless of the setback, the response was
always the same:

“That’s just part of the job.”

Over recent weeks, locals may have spotted the big red tractor
tracing slow lines up and down paddocks with the harvester
rumbling behind. Inside the giant oscillating machine readies a
crew ranging from a gen z’er thru to a baby boomer, each bent
attentively over conveyor belts carrying potatoes, clods, stalks,
unwanted produce and — everyone’s favourite— the occasional
rotten potato. Most of what moves steadily along the belts are
quality spuds ranging from golf-ball size to just shy of a footy
ball. With two, three and sometimes four sets of hands sorting
at once, the hard work is endured best when in good company.
Much like the harvester in tow our intergenerational banter
shifts constantly between jokes, football, art, opera, bush
dances, relationships and stories from around the district. My
personal favourites have been the conversations about local
farmer tales and the insights about the land itself.

For those curious about what is being grown locally, two potato
varieties are currently cultivated in Glenlyon, King Russet and
The Innovator, both being shipped off to McCain to become
grade-A french fries. 

During the harvest I found myself reading Guy Debord’s The
Society of the Spectacle, a work centred on the idea that
modern life increasingly separates people from direct lived
experience, replacing connection with commodified time,
images and endless consumption. Yet working aboard the

Life Between The Rows: A Glenlyon Harvest

harvester each day, shoulder to shoulder with people working in rhythm with weather, machinery and one another, I could
not help but feel the opposite taking place. Farm life seems to resist that separation regardless of the horse and plaw now
being giant noisy machinery. Time is not abstract here; it is seasonal, physical and shared. The work follows rhythms older
than any clock — sunrise, rainfall, muddy paddocks and the shortening days of autumn. There is also a deep familiarity with
the environment, an understanding that while the land can always surprise you, preparation and collective knowledge are
essential. Perhaps that is what struck me most: amid all the uncertainty, there remained a quiet confidence born not from
control, but from an adaptability that is spontaneous and responsive much like the creative process. 

As expected, potato harvesting exists in a constant negotiation with the weather; rain may be excellent for growing, but it
makes harvesting nearly impossible. Heavy downpours mean time shifts toward machinery maintenance and other farm
projects. Sunshine is useful too, though direct exposure can quickly turn potatoes green. Dry weather helps the harvest
move smoothly, yet if conditions become too dusty some growers even water down their paddocks simply to keep the dust
manageable. And finally, there is one other essential ingredient to potato harvesting: carbohydrates.

Long days in the paddock demand proper meals, and if you are lucky, the farmer you work for provides a home-cooked
lunch. I must admit, Denise Leonard’s sponge cake carried the same hearty goodness that seemed to underpin the harvest
itself — a sweetness that lingered long after the workday ended, and perhaps reason enough to return next harvest. 
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from experienced collaborators across production, cinematography,
and performance.

The screening was met with warm and enthusiastic applause, with
many guests remaining as Hakewill continued the conversation,
speaking about the film’s creative process and the ideas that shaped its
development. The event created a rare sense of closeness between
artist and audience, and a shared reflection on the role of storytelling in
helping us make sense of uncertain times. It was a memorable evening,
and we wish Fertile Ground every success as it continues its journey.
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Community Update

World Premiere: Local Filmmaker Geraldine Hakewill Shares
New Work at Community Dinner

Geraldine Hakewill premiering her new short file Fertile Ground at the
Glenlyon Community Hall Dinner

April saw a noticeable easing in rainfall across the district — not a dry month by any means, but one where the rhythm
shifted, as if the season itself had begun to draw breath between passing fronts. Dan Harris recorded 27.3 mm at
Swords Road, Andrew Hitchman measured 48.5 mm at Dairy Flat Road, and Lincoln Flynn logged 49 mm at Wallaby Road in
Wheatsheaf. At Eldon Street in Glenlyon, 38.5 mm was collected across six rain days.

These latest figures bring the year-to-date totals to:
186.5 mm – Swords Road
205.5 mm – Dairy Flat Road
215 mm – Eldon Street (Glenlyon)
260 mm – Wallaby Road (Wheatsheaf)

Wheatsheaf continues to edge ahead, though the margins between gauges hint at something more nuanced this season —
rainfall arriving unevenly, shaped by timing, elevation, and the quiet unpredictability of autumn systems.

Seasonal Outlook (May–July)  - Looking ahead, the broader outlook suggests a continuation of warmer-than-average
conditions across Victoria, particularly in overnight temperatures, even as the days gradually cool. Rainfall is expected to
track near to slightly below the long-term average, with fewer widespread soaking events and a greater reliance on passing
frontal systems to deliver useful moisture.For the district, this points to a season where rainfall may come in smaller, well-
spaced intervals, making each event count. Soil moisture should hold if these systems arrive with reasonable consistency,
but extended dry gaps remain a possibility as we move toward winter.

A Season Between Worlds: - There is something curious about April. It is not quite autumn’s height, nor yet the threshold of
winter — but a space in between, where the landscape seems to hesitate. The trees hold their colour a little longer, the air
carries both warmth and chill in the same breath, and the rain, when it comes, feels quieter… almost deliberate.
You begin to notice the stillness more. The way the light fades earlier than expected. The way the ground, though not yet
cold, no longer holds the memory of summer heat.

It is a month that doesn’t declare itself. It lingers. And in that lingering, there is the faint sense that something is shifting —
not dramatically, not all at once — but steadily, just out of sight.

Community rainfall observations compiled by Edward Benedict

Rain Gauge – Glenlyon & District

Words and image by Ryan Kennedy 

Guests at April’s Glenlyon Community Hall Dinner
were treated to the world premiere of Fertile Ground,
a compelling new short film by local filmmaker and
actor Geraldine Hakewill. In a generous and engaging
gesture, Hakewill introduced the work herself before
joining the audience for an open and thoughtful
discussion following the screening.

The film follows Lo, a woman moving through a single,
pivotal day as she grapples with a seemingly impossible
decision. Set against the backdrop of a world under
environmental strain, Fertile Ground quietly balances
intimate human relationships with broader questions
about the future; I personally found the film’s futuristic
elements to be clever and effective visual storytelling.
The project brings together a strong creative team and
marks Hakewill’s debut as writer-director, with support 
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Community Update

Classic Cars and Stories of the Past

In 2025, Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group
commissioned Botanist and Zoologist, Karl Just to
complete a nature survey of the 'Glenlyon Swamp'.
Funded by a Hepburn Shire Council Biodiversity Grant.

Karl has now completed his report and will be hosting an
on-site discussion to provide an overview of the survey
findings and discuss the management recommendations
outlined in the report.

Date/Time: Saturday 23  of May at 1pmrd

Meeting point: Molesworth St end 

All welcome.

Glenlyon ‘Swamp’ Update

Flowers laid on the grave of past member Bob Kennedy during the Ballarat Vintage Classic Car Club’s “Tombstone
Tour No. 8” at the Glenlyon General Cemetery.

 Around 90 members of the vintage classic car club took part, searching for the graves of a convict and returned soldiers
before continuing the tour.

Words by Ryan Kennedy  Photo Provided 
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List your next community event with us for FREE -  email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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2   Sunday each monthnd

1:00pm - 4:30pm
Trentham Dance
Trentham Mechanics Hall

3  SATURDAY each monthrd

9am - 1pm
Glenlyon Village Market
Glenlyon Community Hall

3  SUNDAY each monthrd

Pony Club Rally
Adult Riders
Glenlyon Reserve

Every Wednesday
Ukulele Group
Glenlyon Community Hall 5:30pm

May June ON GOING

Native Plant Of The Month
By David and Judy Redfern

One of our favourite plants for the month of May is the Paper
Daisy with the botanical name of Xerochrysum bracteatum. This
is a showy and hardy plant that comes in a wide range of colours
including white, pink, yellow, lemon, orange, burgundy and purple,
with various shade in between as they age. These colours are from
the bracts which surround the central disc of flowers which are
usually gold. The foliage is grey-green. The yellow and white flowers
occur in all states and territories of Australia in a wide variety of soil
types and climates. These were first introduced into cultivation in
England in 1791 and the many coloured forms were hybridised in
Germany during the 1850s.

A hardy plant which copes with most frosts and dry periods once
established, and can be grown from seed or cuttings – ideally during
autumn. Some light pruning early in the plant’s life will encourage
strong growth and dead heading of spent flowers encourages repeat
flowering. As the flowers develop and age on the plant they provide
a light fragrance which attract butterflies and other pollinators.

Generally classified as an annual, however they can often live for
two to three years. Height of the plants vary from .2 to 1.5 metres
and width .3 to 1 metre. They prefer a full sun position but can also
grow quite well in shade. They are popular for use in cottage
gardens and rockeries. 

This month’s trivia refers to the name daisy which has derived from
old English - Day’s Eyes. This relates to the fact that many daisies
close their sepals at night and open again during the day.

See you at the Glenlyon Village Market. Photo By David Redfern

Mon Jun 1  7:30 - 9pmst

Glenlyon Progress Association
General Meeting @ Glenlyon
Community Hall - All Welcome

Sun Jun 14th : 1 - 4:30pm 
Trentham Dance
Trentham Mechanics Hall

Sat Jun 20th : 9am - 1pm
Glenlyon Village Market
@ Glenlyon Community Hall

Thu Jun 25  : 7pmth

Glenlyon Community Dinner
@Glenlyon Community Hall
For bookings visit:

https://glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au
/event/community-dinner-2/

Sat May 16th : 9am - 1pm
Glenlyon Village Market
@ Glenlyon Community Hall

Sat May 16th : 6:30pm
Glenlyon Community Cinema 
Malcom
@ Glenlyon Community Hall
Details on Page 11

Sat May 23th : 1pm
Landcare - Information Session
Glenlyon Swamp 
Molesworth St (South End)
All welcome
See details on Page 6
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List your community group or local business with us.
Local circulation of over 600 digitally / print. 

email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

***WELCOME OUR NEW LISTING***

EV Charger Installations: 
Air Sync Electrical   -  Call Charley on 0498 643 607

For all yoiu EV charger installation needs. 

Email: airsyncelectrical@gmail.com
website: airsyncelectrical.com.au
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Community Groups
 
Glenlyon Progress Association
The GPA is a volunteer based association that exists to promote
the general welfare of Glenlyon and District by hosting a number
of community happenings including monthly dinners, music, film
and annual events at the Glenlyon Community Hall. 

For more information:
Join the mailing list events@glenlyon.vic.au 
Hall Hire: hire@glenlyon.vic.au  
Glenlyon Fire Brigade
Your local volunteer fire brigade, located at 25 Barkly Street.
Part of the Glenlyon Group in CFA District 15. 

Captain: Russ Newton 0400 632 479 
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093
 
Glenlyon Recreation Reserve
Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Community Asset Committee
maintaining and managing the Glenlyon Reserve. Contact the
GRRCAC for reserve hire, camping and compliance. 

Ms Chris Clare: 0429 833 766
glenlyonrecreservesecretary@gmail.com
 
Glenlyon Sports Club
A volunteer based club hosting the nation's longest running
mixed sports day on New Year's Day at the Glenlyon Reserve.
The annual event consists of an array of quirky sporting events
and competitions, including woodchopping, mineral water
drinking, and much more. All proceeds raised go to Daylesford
and surrounding district hospitals, charities and youth groups. 

Evan Davis: H 5348 7737 / M 0407 093 866 
glenlyonsportsclub@gmail.com
 
Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group
Volunteers working together to protect our rich biodiversity, our
natural assets and educate our local community. Our purpose is
to run a range of activities that have a community capacity-
building and environmental focus, and to maintain, protect and
enhance the natural assets in our region. For more information
and to volunteer visit our website: www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169  
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com 
Wombat Forestcare 
Wombat Forestcare is a community group dedicated to
protecting and enhancing the Wombat Forest and surrounding
areas. With a strong focus on community involvement and
education, and includes undertaking flora and fauna surveys. We
also enjoy the social aspect of a forest group, with picnics and
bushwalks for people who love being in the bush. 

www.wombatforestcare.org.au
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

Local Business Directory

ORCHARD: 
Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard  – Local farm fresh berries and
fruit. Orchard Gate sales by appointment. 
Contact Mark at 0484 183 686 or via our website:
www.glenlyonblueberryorchard.com.au

FIRE READY: 
Get Fire Ready –
From small yards to bush blocks we’ll keep your property
safe, neat & compliant for this fire season. Fire brakes,
mulching, chainsawing, wood stacking and mowing. 
Contact:  0411405957                   info@fireready.com.au

WINERY: 
Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space –
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door, 
regional platters and function space available for weddings, 
commitment ceremonies and special occasions. 
Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment. 
Contact: 0427 239 334           info@wombatforestwines.com 

BARBER: 
Selena Barberina - The Mobile Barber
In need of a hair cut? Contact Selena Barberina Glenlyon’s
mobile barber. Cuts for all genders, ages and abilities. To
schedule your next appointment contact Selena. 
Contact:  0403613983

C o m m u n i t y
C a l l  O u t

The Glenlyon Biolink iNaturalist Project
The Glenlyon Biolink iNaturalist Project invites locals to

help document the plants, animals, fungi and insects
living along our creek and surrounding bushland.

After years of rehabilitation work by the local Landcare
group — including weed removal and native revegetation

— the project aims to build a growing picture of the
biodiversity now thriving in the area.

To get involved, simply download the free iNaturalist app
via your app store, join the project and start taking

photos while out exploring nature. 

Or visit their website and create an account:

https://www.inaturalist.org/

More information in the next GDN Edition.
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Glenlyon Sports Club
Evan Davis 5348 7737 

0407 093 866 

Glenlyon Ukulele Team 
John Mathews 0458008022 
Keith Fletcher 0402985007 

Glenlyon Upper Loddon
Landcare Group 

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au 

Glenlyon Village Market
Sarah Clark  0419 516 793

Friends of Glenlyon Dam
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com 

 

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve 
Bob Kennedy 5348 7692 Chris Clare

0429 833 766 

Hepburn Seeds Savers
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999 

riverseedfarm@gmail.com 

Riding for the Disabled
Lesley Hewitt   0407 843 928

rdadaylesford@gmail.com 

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust 
glenlyoncemetery@outlook.com 
https://glenlyoncemetery.com.au 

Glenlyon CFA
Russ Newton 0400 632 479 

Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Wombat Forestcare 
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558 

Glenlyon Pony Club
Sarah Klas 0438 583 176 

glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com 

Glenlyon Progress Assoc 
gpa@glenlyon.vic.au 

LOCAL  CONTACTS  

Glenlyon Community Hall

Booking officer Charles Prebeg @
hire@glenlyon.vic.au / 0419506181

Useful Phone Numbers 
Traffic Hazards Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633

VicRoads: 13 11 70 
1800 226 226 during fire season 
1800 668 511 to register your burn-off 
BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501 
Wildlife Victoria: 8400 7300 
Manfred Zabinskas, 
Five Freedoms Animal Rescue 
0438 681 501 

Bushfire Infoline 
ESTA (VicFire) 
Wildlife Rescue 

Snake Removal 

SES Flood and Storm    13 25 00 

In 2026 Ordinary Meetings of Council will be held at the Council
Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. on the fourth Tuesday
of each month commencing at 6pm, and are open to the public.
The meetings will be recorded and live-streamed to Council's
YouTube channel:

 https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931 

The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s website,
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au 

Council Meetings 2026

The Glenlyon Community Hall is an accessible and welcoming space to
host your next group / community event, rehearsal space or private
function. With affordable rates and fees for locals and cultural groups
contact the booking officer:

Charles Prebeg 0419 506 181

Visit www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

Glenlyon Community Hall Hire

The Glenlyon Recreation Reserve is an accessible and expansive reserve
offering facilities including BBQ’s, walking track, local clubs and camping.
For more information and bookings contact:

Chris Clare 0429 833 766

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve
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500+ Digital Circulation
Affordable and Effective

Events / Businesses / For Sale
Contact:

glenlyonnews@gmail.com
0475005545

I have multi-compartment desk in excellent condition that I
need to remove. In addition to a medium and a large drawer
it has a pull-out platform (on right) for writing or a keyboard.
It's available for a very reasonable $50 to someone local if
they come and get it. I'm located one km from Glenlyon. 

Please contact Chris by SMS at 0418330638 or email:
twofelix2@bigpond.com

We are proud to bring you another edition of The Glenlyon
District News, a community information publication
under the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association.
The GDN remains editorially independent of the GPA and
the views expressed do not reflect the GPA. 

Letters to the Editor and contributions are encouraged. 

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from 
you.
 
Contact the editor;

Ryan Kennedy 

email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com 

 COMMUNITY CALL OUT
Having a worker bee day? Need some assistance?
Looking to connect? Contact the GDN to list your
community call out. glenlyonnews@gmail.com /
0475 005 545

ADVERTISE WITH US
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SALE SALE SALE

SALE SALE SALE
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Glenlyon Community Hall

Glenlyon District News No 291 May 2026 

The next Community Dinner will be held at the Glenlyon Hall on Thur Jun 25th, continuing the much-loved tradition
of bringing locals together over good food and good company. These evenings are a true expression of community
spirit — relaxed, welcoming, and shared by all who attend.

The Glenlyon Progress Association (GPA) is also calling for volunteers to help support future dinners, particularly in the
kitchen. Cooking for the community dinner is far easier than many expect and incredibly rewarding, with tasks shared
among a friendly and supportive team. It’s a great way to connect, buddy up with a friend and be part of something that
brings real joy to the district.

Anyone interested in volunteering or assisting in any way is encouraged to contact the GPA directly:
hello@glenlyonhall.org.au

For bookings scan the above QR code

Photo Provided

mailto:hello@glenlyonhall.org.au
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	A Chair for Everyone
	Selena Barberina’s new East Street space is quickly becoming a local hub where everyone is welcome in the chair. With a strong focus on accessibility and inclusion, barbering here is about more than a great cut.
	Inside the shop, a calm, homely atmosphere invites clients to settle in — with records to choose from and a sense of ease that reflects Selena’s thoughtful, people-first approach. A familiar face in the area before opening the doors of their new space, Selena’s move into East Street reflects a growing demand and the collective momentum behind new ways of providing great cuts for our community.
	Full story on page 2.
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	More Than a Haircut:  Selena “Barberina” Opens Their Chair to the Community
	Stepping into Selena Barberina on East Street in Daylesford feels less like entering a barber shop and more like arriving at the home of an old friend. Records tucked in the corner, creative playspaces for young ones, chairs and cozy couches await clients, not to mention a fantastic barber or in this case “Barberina’s” chair. Outside, a barber sign sways gently in the wind. Inside, Selena “Barberina” Cox welcomes people with a calm warmth that immediately settles the nerves.
	There is a patience to Selena — a steadiness. The kind often found in people who have spent a lifetime caring for others. Their eyes carry that softness too; attentive and kind, yet strong with lived experience. It quickly becomes clear that for Selena, barbering is not simply about hair. It is about connection, dignity and helping people feel seen.
	Born in Castlemaine and raised in Maldon, Selena is no stranger to these parts. They first moved to Glenlyon in 2000 with a newborn and a three-year-old, hoping to be closer to family in Castlemaine. Over the next decade they built a life in the area, raising their children while tending to a hobby farm filled with goats and donkeys. Though the family later relocated after their eldest child received a scholarship to school in Bendigo, the region clearly never left Selena’s heart. After years spent in Melbourne supporting their children, they once again felt called back to the country. Wanting peace and retreat
	from city life, Selena visited their old Glenlyon home only to discover a rental property available directly across from former neighbours. “It felt meant to be,” they reflected.
	Before becoming a barber, Selena’s path wound through many forms of care and creativity. They worked as a creative dance teacher, studied dance movement therapy and even ran a dance studio in Bendigo. Later, doing movement work in aged care inspired Selena to retrain as a nurse — another role centred on supporting and nurturing others. Then, around the time of COVID, Selena dreamt about cutting a friend’s hair and the next morning picked up the clippers and did exactly that. “Something clicked immediately.”
	In the days that followed, their friend apparently found himself receiving a new haircut almost daily as Selena experimented with growing enthusiasm. As Selena mentioned during our conversation that their grandfather had been a barber, I could not help but wonder whether they had been tapping into something ancestral — an old craft quietly waiting to resurface generations later. What began as instinct soon became a vocation. Selena commenced formal barbering training through TONI&GUY Academy and, after relocating back to Glenlyon, completed their qualification through Bendigo TAFE.
	Since then, Selena has worked not only as a barber but instantly began with  assisting community, building a devoted local clientele through their mobile / home service. And it is this  work that perhaps says the most about Selena’s character. For months now, they have travelled around the region ensuring community members who struggle with transport or mobility can still receive a quality haircut in the comfort of their own homes. “I’ll absolutely keep doing mobile cuts,” Selena said without hesitation. “Some people simply can’t get out.”
	That commitment to accessibility extends to the shop itself. Selena hopes the new East Street space can offer something different from the traditionally gendered worlds of salons and barber shops. “Barbering now is not about gender — it’s about the sort of cut you want,” they explained. Alongside clipper cuts, Selena also offers beard trims, traditional shaves and moustache styling, helping clients shape looks that feel personal rather than prescribed. They spoke thoughtfully about how some women can feel uncomfortable walking into barber shops as for gender-diverse people, those spaces can feel even more alienating. Selena’s vision is to create somewhere welcoming for everyone.Clients are even invited to choose a record to play during their haircut — a small ritual that turns an appointment into a shared experience.
	Supported warmly by both the community and fellow local barbers, including encouragement from the Barefoot Barber, who has generously gifted a loan of his chair, Selena has quickly settled into their new home on East Street.
	Cuts are available by walk-in or appointment, with Selena working Tuesday 10am–3:30pm, Wednesday to Friday 10am–4:30pm and Saturday 10am–1pm. ( 0403 613 983 ) - 37 East St Daylesford.
	Importantly, affordability remains central to the business. Selena offers reduced rates for pensioners, concession card holders and those doing it tough financially.  “Everyone deserves a good cut regardless” - Selena states.
	Because in Selena’s chair, a haircut is never just a haircut. It is care, conversation and community all found down the end of East Street in Daylesford.
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	Keeping Local News Local
	The Glenlyon District News welcomes contributions from across our  district. We love publishing stories that reflect life in our region, including farming updates, gardening tips, local history, community profiles, photographs, and celebrations such as achievements, awards, and special milestones.

	Life Between The Rows: A Glenlyon Harvest
	’Tis the season for potato harvesting as the stalks die off and autumn cools the soil beneath rows of starchy vegetables plotted across Glenlyon and the surrounding districts. This year I answered the call to assist Damian Leonard for the annual harvest season — that time of year when the farmer finally discovers how months of effort, planning, watering and waiting have transformed into tuberous gold.
	With a family history of potato farming stretching back to the mid-1800s, the Leonards’ approach to farming is shaped by generations who have learned to adapt to the land, the seasons and everything in between. During my time working alongside Damian and the wider family, I’ve learned that successful potato farming is as much about patience, work ethic and community as it is about what when and how you plant. More than once I found myself expressing sympathy for whatever predicament we faced — from losing a week of harvest to rain, to the sight of two tractors attempting to drag a bogged truck from the mud. Regardless of the setback, the response was always the same:
	“That’s just part of the job.”
	Over recent weeks, locals may have spotted the big red tractor tracing slow lines up and down paddocks with the harvester rumbling behind. Inside the giant oscillating machine readies a crew ranging from a gen z’er thru to a baby boomer, each bent attentively over conveyor belts carrying potatoes, clods, stalks, unwanted produce and — everyone’s favourite— the occasional rotten potato. Most of what moves steadily along the belts are quality spuds ranging from golf-ball size to just shy of a footy ball. With two, three and sometimes four sets of hands sorting at once, the hard work is endured best when in good company. Much like the harvester in tow our intergenerational banter shifts constantly between jokes, football, art, opera, bush dances, relationships and stories from around the district. My personal favourites have been the conversations about local farmer tales and the insights about the land itself.
	For those curious about what is being grown locally, two potato varieties are currently cultivated in Glenlyon, King Russet and The Innovator, both being shipped off to McCain to become grade-A french fries.
	During the harvest I found myself reading Guy Debord’s The Society of the Spectacle, a work centred on the idea that modern life increasingly separates people from direct lived experience, replacing connection with commodified time, images and endless consumption. Yet working aboard the
	harvester each day, shoulder to shoulder with people working in rhythm with weather, machinery and one another, I could not help but feel the opposite taking place. Farm life seems to resist that separation regardless of the horse and plaw now being giant noisy machinery. Time is not abstract here; it is seasonal, physical and shared. The work follows rhythms older than any clock — sunrise, rainfall, muddy paddocks and the shortening days of autumn. There is also a deep familiarity with the environment, an understanding that while the land can always surprise you, preparation and collective knowledge are essential. Perhaps that is what struck me most: amid all the uncertainty, there remained a quiet confidence born not from control, but from an adaptability that is spontaneous and responsive much like the creative process.
	As expected, potato harvesting exists in a constant negotiation with the weather; rain may be excellent for growing, but it makes harvesting nearly impossible. Heavy downpours mean time shifts toward machinery maintenance and other farm projects. Sunshine is useful too, though direct exposure can quickly turn potatoes green. Dry weather helps the harvest move smoothly, yet if conditions become too dusty some growers even water down their paddocks simply to keep the dust manageable. And finally, there is one other essential ingredient to potato harvesting: carbohydrates.
	Long days in the paddock demand proper meals, and if you are lucky, the farmer you work for provides a home-cooked lunch. I must admit, Denise Leonard’s sponge cake carried the same hearty goodness that seemed to underpin the harvest itself — a sweetness that lingered long after the workday ended, and perhaps reason enough to return next harvest.
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	Seasonal Outlook (May–July)  - Looking ahead, the broader outlook suggests a continuation of warmer-than-average conditions across Victoria, particularly in overnight temperatures, even as the days gradually cool. Rainfall is expected to track near to slightly below the long-term average, with fewer widespread soaking events and a greater reliance on passing frontal systems to deliver useful moisture.For the district, this points to a season where rainfall may come in smaller, well-spaced intervals, making each event count. Soil moisture should hold if these systems arrive with reasonable consistency, but extended dry gaps remain a possibility as we move toward winter.
	A Season Between Worlds: - There is something curious about April. It is not quite autumn’s height, nor yet the threshold of winter — but a space in between, where the landscape seems to hesitate. The trees hold their colour a little longer, the air carries both warmth and chill in the same breath, and the rain, when it comes, feels quieter… almost deliberate.


	Community Update
	Classic Cars and Stories of the Past
	Flowers laid on the grave of past member Bob Kennedy during the Ballarat Vintage Classic Car Club’s “Tombstone Tour No. 8” at the Glenlyon General Cemetery.
	Around 90 members of the vintage classic car club took part, searching for the graves of a convict and returned soldiers before continuing the tour.


	Glenlyon ‘Swamp’ Update
	In 2025, Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group commissioned Botanist and Zoologist, Karl Just to complete a nature survey of the 'Glenlyon Swamp'. Funded by a Hepburn Shire Council Biodiversity Grant.
	Karl has now completed his report and will be hosting an on-site discussion to provide an overview of the survey findings and discuss the management recommendations outlined in the report.

	Date/Time: Saturday 23rd of May at 1pm Meeting point: Molesworth St end
	All welcome.
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	Native Plant Of The Month
	One of our favourite plants for the month of May is the Paper Daisy with the botanical name of Xerochrysum bracteatum. This is a showy and hardy plant that comes in a wide range of colours including white, pink, yellow, lemon, orange, burgundy and purple, with various shade in between as they age. These colours are from the bracts which surround the central disc of flowers which are usually gold. The foliage is grey-green. The yellow and white flowers occur in all states and territories of Australia in a wide variety of soil types and climates. These were first introduced into cultivation in England in 1791 and the many coloured forms were hybridised in Germany during the 1850s.
	A hardy plant which copes with most frosts and dry periods once established, and can be grown from seed or cuttings – ideally during autumn. Some light pruning early in the plant’s life will encourage strong growth and dead heading of spent flowers encourages repeat flowering. As the flowers develop and age on the plant they provide a light fragrance which attract butterflies and other pollinators.
	Generally classified as an annual, however they can often live for two to three years. Height of the plants vary from .2 to 1.5 metres and width .3 to 1 metre. They prefer a full sun position but can also grow quite well in shade. They are popular for use in cottage gardens and rockeries.
	This month’s trivia refers to the name daisy which has derived from old English - Day’s Eyes. This relates to the fact that many daisies close their sepals at night and open again during the day.
	See you at the Glenlyon Village Market.



	COMMUNITY CALENDAR
	May
	June
	ON GOING
	Sat May 16th : 9am - 1pm Glenlyon Village Market @ Glenlyon Community Hall
	Sat May 16th : 6:30pm Glenlyon Community Cinema  Malcom @ Glenlyon Community Hall Details on Page 11
	Sat May 23th : 1pm Landcare - Information Session Glenlyon Swamp  Molesworth St (South End) All welcome See details on Page 6
	Mon Jun 1st 7:30 - 9pm Glenlyon Progress Association General Meeting @ Glenlyon Community Hall - All Welcome
	Sun Jun 14th : 1 - 4:30pm  Trentham Dance Trentham Mechanics Hall
	Sat Jun 20th : 9am - 1pm Glenlyon Village Market @ Glenlyon Community Hall
	Thu Jun 25th : 7pm Glenlyon Community Dinner @Glenlyon Community Hall For bookings visit:
	https://glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au/event/community-dinner-2/
	2nd  Sunday each month 1:00pm - 4:30pm Trentham Dance Trentham Mechanics Hall
	3rd SATURDAY each month 9am - 1pm Glenlyon Village Market Glenlyon Community Hall
	3rd SUNDAY each month Pony Club Rally Adult Riders Glenlyon Reserve
	Every Wednesday Ukulele Group Glenlyon Community Hall 5:30pm
	List your next community event with us for FREE -  email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com


	LOCAL  CONTACTS
	Glenlyon Community Hall
	Glenlyon Sports Club Evan Davis 5348 7737  0407 093 866
	Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group  Adam Rowe 0406 535 169 glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au  Glenlyon Village Market Sarah Clark  0419 516 793
	https://glenlyoncemetery.com.au


	Useful Phone Numbers
	Traffic Hazards
	Bushfire Infoline  ESTA (VicFire)  Wildlife Rescue
	Snake Removal

	Council Meetings 2026
	Glenlyon Community Hall Hire
	Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

	Glenlyon Community Hall
	The next Community Dinner will be held at the Glenlyon Hall on Thur Jun 25th, continuing the much-loved tradition of bringing locals together over good food and good company. These evenings are a true expression of community spirit — relaxed, welcoming, and shared by all who attend.
	The Glenlyon Progress Association (GPA) is also calling for volunteers to help support future dinners, particularly in the kitchen. Cooking for the community dinner is far easier than many expect and incredibly rewarding, with tasks shared among a friendly and supportive team. It’s a great way to connect, buddy up with a friend and be part of something that brings real joy to the district.
	Anyone interested in volunteering or assisting in any way is encouraged to contact the GPA directly: hello@glenlyonhall.org.au
	For bookings scan the above QR code
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