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Students DigIn
for Schools Tree
Day Success

Above: St Michael’s Primary students in action at the Glenlyon Rec Reserve - Photo Provided

Students from St Michael’s Primary School rolled up their sleeves and got their
hands dirty as part of Schools Tree Day, joining volunteers from Glenlyon
Upper Loddon Landcare to help enhance local biodiversity through
revegetation works at the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve and Biolink.
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St Michael’s students planting trees down at the Glenlyon Rec Reserve - Photo by Margret Lockwood

The planting day, held on Friday 24 July, saw enthusiastic students working alongside Landcare volunteers to plant
80 native trees, shrubs and grasses across four locations within the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve. The activity
formed part of Australia’s annual Schools Tree Day initiative, which encourages young people to connect with nature and
take positive action for the environment. Schools Tree Day is part of the broader National Tree Day program, Australia’s
largest community tree-planting and nature care initiative.

Students from Years 4, 5 and 6 embraced the opportunity to learn about native plants, revegetation and the important
role that healthy habitats play in supporting local wildlife. Their efforts will contribute to strengthening habitat
connections within the reserve and biolink, helping create greener and more resilient landscapes for future generations.
The event provided a hands-on learning experience, giving students the chance to see environmental stewardship in
action while contributing directly to a local conservation project. Volunteers were impressed by the students’
enthusiasm, teamwork and willingness to get involved throughout the morning.

Among those particularly impressed was Margret Lockwood, who taught at the local school for 20 years and has a long
connection with the Glenlyon community. Margret said the day was a reminder of the positive work young people are
doing for their future, and she was particularly struck by the students' attitude and genuine interest in their community.
“Special thanks to the GULLG members who put in the extra effort in preparation, making it a successful day. The day
was a reminder for me of the great work this generation is doing now for their future.

“I was most impressed by the polite manner in which the students conducted themselves, their enthusiasm and genuine
interest in bettering their community.”

For Margaret, seeing the students working so enthusiastically on the project was a particularly rewarding experience
after her many years as a local teacher.

A spokesperson for Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare said the day was both enjoyable and highly successful.

“It was wonderful to see so many enthusiastic students learning about native plants and revegetation while making a
tangible contribution to the local environment. Their energy and commitment made the day a great success.”

Schools Tree Day events across the country encourage young people to develop a stronger connection with nature while
supporting community-led environmental projects. By taking part, students gain valuable knowledge about habitat
restoration and environmental sustainability while helping improve local landscapes. Schools Tree Day is designed to
strengthen community connections, support biodiversity and encourage environmental stewardship through hands-on
activities.

With 80 new plants now in the ground, the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve and Biolink are set to benefit from a greener
future, thanks to the efforts of St Michael’s students and the dedicated volunteers of Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare.
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Glenlyon Community Hall needs a community behind it

Words by Ryan F Kennedy

It was a cold and misty evening for the Glenlyon
Progress Association’s Annual General Meeting,
with 14 members attending and a long list of
apologies. While the AGM covered the usual
business, one issue stood out: the GPA needs
more people to get involved.

The association is struggling to fill its Committee of
Management (CoM), with barely enough members
elected to meet quorum requirements. Two
important positions remain vacant—Vice President
and Treasurer. For an organisation responsible for a
major community asset, that is something the
broader Glenlyon community needs to think about.

The Glenlyon Community Hall is not owned by either
Hepburn Shire Council or the Glenlyon Progress
Association. It is a community asset managed by the
GPA Committee of Management on behalf of DECCA.
The GPA's primary responsibility is to maintain and
manage the hall, while its broader remit is to foster
connections, support community activity and do
good within Glenlyon. That is a significant
responsibility—and one that ultimately requires
people willing to participate.

Looking after the hall - The committee recently

applied for a grant to install sound panels in the hall,

but unfortunately the application was unsuccessful.

The CoM is also looking at ways of making the hall Above: GPA Committee of Management members with Radical Fields - Photo provided
financially sustainable, including encouraging more

external hire while keeping local access affordable. A new hall-hire pricing structure offers significantly discounted
packages to locals, while higher rates apply to users from outside the area. The aim is to attract additional commercial and
private hire from beyond Glenlyon, generating income to help offset the costs of maintaining the asset while keeping the hall
affordable for local users.

The GPA is therefore trying to find a sustainable balance: using the hall more, generating income where possible and
keeping local access affordable. The approach has prompted some discussion about the role of the CoM and whether
managing a community asset in a financially sustainable way can sometimes look like running a business. But with
responsibility for maintaining the hall, finding ways to cover its costs is an unavoidable part of the job. The hall will also be
included in the upcoming Hall Festival, providing an opportunity to showcase the building and remind the wider community
of what is available on its doorstep. Locals are encouraged to use the hall for their own activities, gatherings and events.

The hallis only one part of the GPA's role. The association also exists to foster community connections and support
activities that bring people together. The AGM heard updates from Glenlyon Community Cinema, the CFA, Mixed Sports Day
and Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group. GULLG reported on a successful tree planting day involving Years 4, 5 and 6
students from St Michael’s Primary School in Daylesford (see article on pg. 2). The students enthusiastically got stuck into
the work and were praised for their delightful manner and hard yakka. The group has also applied for funding to assist with
weed control. The Mixed Sports Day committee will hold its Annual General Meeting, while the GPA continues to support
activities at the hall. The GPA is also supporting the Glenlyon Fire Brigade, with profits from the upcoming August dinner to
be shared with the brigade. President Krystyna Croft used her report to acknowledge the work of the committee and
highlight the quality of the hall and its growing role as a community hub.

Finding the right balance - One of the more interesting developments over the past year has been the GPA's approach to its
own events program. The association has slightly reduced the number of events it runs, making the remaining activities
more seasonal and varied. So far, that seems to be paying off. Turnouts have improved, new volunteers have appeared and
there is now a growing appetite in the community for more events. That creates both an opportunity and a challenge. The
success of community dinners and other activities demonstrates that people want to use the hall and come together. But
the AGM also highlighted that simply turning up is not the same as taking responsibility.

Delicious in-house and takeaway meals, featuring
great local produce and seasonal specials.

Open Hours:
Monday: 8:30am — last orders 2:30pm
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday — Sunday: 8:30am — last orders 2:30pm

https://glenlyongeneralstore.com.au/
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Clockwise from top right: Glenlyon Village Market / Glenlyon Community Dinners / Radical Fields Art Show / Glenlyon Talent Showcase / Christmas Party
- Photos Provided

Rolling up to an event is one thing. Rolling up your sleeves and helping run it is another.

The GPA is encouraging people to move from being participants to becoming active members. If you enjoy the dinners,
perhaps you could join the committee and help make the next one happen. If the cinema is your thing, there are
opportunities to contribute there too. But there is also a bigger question for the GPA and the community: has the
organisation found the right balance between running events itself and creating space for others to run their own?

Reducing the number of GPA-led events appears to have strengthened participation, but the continuing demand for more
activities raises an important question about capacity. The GPA has a finite number of volunteers, alongside its responsibility
for managing and maintaining the hall as a community asset. Perhaps the long-term opportunity is not for the GPA to run
more and more events, but to help create the conditions for more people and groups to run things themselves—with the GPA
providing the venue, administration, promotion or support while new volunteers bring their own ideas and energy.

For that to happen, however, more people need to step forward.

A community asset needs a community- This is where the AGM left its biggest question. There are simply not enough people
currently involved in the organisation. Krystyna Croft was elected President, with Greg Mesingham continuing as Secretary.
Lyn Jenkins and Charles Prebeg will continue as ordinary members. But the positions of Vice President and Treasurer remain
vacant. The committee is also operating with a relatively small number of people carrying much of the workload.

The call from the GPA is not necessarily for everyone to suddenly take on a major commitment. It is an invitation for people
to find something they care about and get involved. Enjoy the community dinners? Help organise the next one. Enjoy the
cinema? Get involved. Want to see something different happening at the hall? Join the GPA and help shape it. Or perhaps
you simply want to help ensure the hall remains a well-maintained and accessible community asset for the future.

At the AGM, Maddie moved a vote of thanks to the committee members for their efforts over the past year—a recognition
that much of what happens at the hall currently depends on a relatively small group of people giving their time. There was a
quietness to this year's AGM, but the message was not necessarily gloomy. The hall is in good condition. There are new ideas
for increasing its use. Community groups are active and events are attracting people.

What is missing is people.

The GPA is asking the broader community to consider becoming members, joining the Committee of Management or simply
finding a way to contribute to something that matters to them. The future of the hall isn't just about bricks, bookings and
budgets. It is about having enough people prepared to take responsibility for the asset and ensure it continues to serve
Glenlyon. So perhaps the AGM's cold, quiet evening is also a good opportunity to ask a simple question:

What would you like to see happening at the Glenlyon Community Hall—and are you prepared to help make it happen?

Because a community asset can only remain a community asset if the community gets behind it.

If you’re interested in joining the GPA or have questions about how to help please see their membership drive information on pg. 12.
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Native Plant Of The Month

Words by David Redferm

A plant that is giving us much joy in the garden at
the moment is the Red Swamp Banksia with the
botanical name of Banksia occidentalis.

The botanical name of the genus is obviously
named after Sir Joseph Banks — the 18 th Century
botanist and patron of botanists. The species
name of occidentalis means western which refers
to the geographical location of where the plant
grows naturally in the south west of Western
Australia.

This is a fascinating plant to observe as the
flowers emerge. Starting with a lime green bud,
this changes colour as it emerges from there to a
yellow with pink, then red or gold to cerise or
burgundy pistils. These colours are great
attractions for a variety of insect and bird
pollinators, particularly Honeyeater Birds that are
attracted to the abundance of nectar.

The flowers occur over a long period from autumn

to winter and spring. They make a brilliant cut )

flower and are often used in floral art for the Photo by David Redfern
flowers, foliage and seed pods.This is a hardy and

fast-growing shrub which works well in Glenlyon in raised garden beds which can provide good drainage. It copes with
temporary water inundation (as we are currently experiencing!) and is usually frost tolerant. The plant grows here to an
approximate height of 3.5 metres and 2 metres wide and prefers a sunny location but will cope with partial shade. As well as
being an attractive shrub it can also be used for screening or as a windbreak.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Aug Sep ON GOING

2" Sunday each month

Sat Aug 15th : 9am - 1pm Sat Sep 4™: 7pm 1:00pm - 4:30pm
Glenlyon Village Market Forest Film Society - Screening Trentham Dance
@ Glenlyon Community Hall @Glenlyon Community Hall Trentham Mechanics Hall
Sat Aug 22nd : 11am Sun Sep 6": 9am - 2pm 3" SATURDAY each month
Winter Sounds Malmsbury Flea Market 9am - 1pm
@ Glenlyon Community Hall @Malmsbury Town Hall g{en{yon \Cllllage Mirkﬁt ’
See page 14 for details Sun Sep 13th : 1 - 4:30pm entyon Lommunity Ha
Trentham Dance 3" SUNDAY each month
Sun Aug 23rd : 2:30pm @Trentham Mechanics Hall Pony Club Rally / Adult Riders
Glenlyon Community Hall High Tea Glenlyon Reserve
@ Glenlyon Community Hall Sat Sep 19th: 9am - 1pm 3
See - Glenlyon Village Market 3 SUNDAY each month
page 12 for details ) )
@ Glenlyon Community Hall Malmsbury .Farmers & Makers
Market @Cricket Ground 9 -1pm
Every Wednesday

Ukulele Group
Glenlyon Community Hall 5:30pm

List your next community event with us for FREE - email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com

Keeping Local News Local

The Glenlyon District News welcomes contributions from across our district. We love publishing stories that reflect life in our region, including farming
updates, gardening tips, local history, community profiles, photographs, and celebrations such as achievements, awards, and special milestones.

We also encourage local community groups and not-for-profits to share their events with us so we can help promote what’s happening across the district.
If you've got a story, photo, or event to share, get in touch - glenlyondistrictnews@gmail.com
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Councillors and CEO cleared of criminal charges

By Ryan F Kennedy

There has been a significant development
at Hepburn Shire Council following the
dismissal of criminal charges against five
councillors and Council’s Chief Executive
Officer.

At a hearing on 5 August, a representative of
the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP)
took over the private criminal matters and the
charges were dismissed. The proceedings
had resulted in five councillors being
automatically stood down under the Local
Government Act, leaving Council without
enough elected representatives to form a
quorum and make many decisions. Council’s
CEO had also been caught up in related
proceedings. With the charges now
dismissed, the councillors who had been
stood down have been reinstated. Mayor Cr
Tony Clark confirmed the reinstatement on 7
August, saying Council could now resume its
business and make decisions needed to keep
projects and initiatives moving.

The episode has nevertheless left Hepburn Shire with some significant governance questions. Councillor Tim Drylie has
argued that changes to Victorian legislation allowing automatic stand-downs following privately initiated prosecutions
created a situation where an entire elected council could effectively lose its ability to function. The Victorian Government
has proposed amendments to the legislation. For residents, the immediate outcome is simpler: Hepburn Shire’s elected
Council is back in a position to function. The next challenge will be getting on with the business of local government. A
special Council meeting is scheduled for 12 August to consider the appointment of an interim CEO and an executive search
agency for the permanent CEO position, following the recent resignation of the CEO. After what has been an extraordinary
period for the Shire, residents might reasonably hope that the focus can now return to the less dramatic—but considerably
more important—business of running Hepburn.

Rain Gauge - Glenlyon & District

Community rainfall observations compiled by Edward Benedict

July delivered another consistently wet month across the district, ensuring the remarkable winter of 2026 continues to
build. Regular frontal systems swept through the Central Highlands, keeping soils saturated, streams flowing and farm dams
brimming. While the intensity of June eased slightly, July maintained the steady pattern of rainfall that has become the
hallmark of this winter.

Dan Harris recorded 102.7 mm at Swords Road, Andrew Hitchman measured 157.0 mm at Dairy Flat Road, while Lincoln
Flynn once again led the district with 165.0 mm at Wallaby Road in Wheatsheaf. At Eldon Street in Glenlyon, 129.5 mm was
recorded across 15 rain days, continuing an exceptionally productive winter.

These latest figures bring the year-to-date totals to:
e 521.7 mm — Swords Road
¢ 640.0 mm - Dairy Flat Road
e 623.5 mm - Eldon Street (Glenlyon)
e 756.0 mm — Wallaby Road (Wheatsheaf)

With every gauge now well beyond the half-metre mark—and two approaching or exceeding three-quarters of a metre—the
district enters the final month of winter with moisture reserves that many communities would gladly envy.

Rainfall Outlook The seasonal outlook suggests the Central Highlands should continue to receive regular winter fronts
through August before conditions gradually become more variable into spring. Forecast models indicate rainfall is likely to
remain around average for the remainder of winter, with cold outbreaks still capable of delivering useful follow-up falls.
While spring often brings longer breaks between rain events, current indications suggest soil moisture should remain
favourable well into the growing season.

The Promise of Spring

There is a quiet optimism that arrives toward the end of winter. The days are still cold, yet the light lingers a little longer
each afternoon. Wattle will soon begin to colour the roadsides, birds grow louder with each passing week, and beneath the
paddocks, life is already preparing for the season ahead. This winter has left its mark. Rainwater tanks stand full, farm dams
overflow, and the aquifers beneath our feet have been replenished by months of steady rain. Even the potholes scattered
across our shire—now filled with water and impossible to ighore—serve as a reminder of just how generous the season has
been. One can only hope they receive the same attention as the welcome rainfall has given our landscape.

For country communities, winter's true gift is confidence. With water stored in the ground, in our tanks and across our farms,
we can look toward spring with renewed optimism, knowing the land has been given every opportunity to flourish.
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Community Groups

Glenlyon Progress Association

The GPA is a volunteer based association that exists to promote
the general welfare of Glenlyon and District by hosting a number
of community happenings including monthly dinners, music, film
and annual events at the Glenlyon Community Hall.

For more information:
Join the mailing list events@glenlyon.vic.au
Hall Hire: hire@glenlyon.vic.au

Glenlyon Fire Brigade

Your local volunteer fire brigade, located at 25 Barkly Street.
Part of the Glenlyon Group in CFA District 15.

Captain: Russ Newton 0400 632 479
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Community Asset Committee
maintaining and managing the Glenlyon Reserve. Contact the
GRRCAC for reserve hire, camping and compliance.

Ms Chris Clare: 0429 833 766
glenlyonrecreservesecretary@gmail.com

Glenlyon Sports Club

A volunteer based club hosting the nation's longest running
mixed sports day on New Year's Day at the Glenlyon Reserve.
The annual event consists of an array of quirky sporting events
and competitions, including woodchopping, mineral water
drinking, and much more. All proceeds raised go to Daylesford
and surrounding district hospitals, charities and youth groups.

Evan Davis: H 5348 7737 /| M 0407 093 866
glenlyonsportsclub@gmail.com

Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group

Volunteers working together to protect our rich biodiversity, our
natural assets and educate our local community. Our purpose is
to run a range of activities that have a community capacity-
building and environmental focus, and to maintain, protect and
enhance the natural assets in our region. For more information
and to volunteer visit our website: www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au

Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com

Wombat Forestcare

Wombat Forestcare is a community group dedicated to
protecting and enhancing the Wombat Forest and surrounding
areas. With a strong focus on community involvement and
education, and includes undertaking flora and fauna surveys. We
also enjoy the social aspect of a forest group, with picnics and
bushwalks for people who love being in the bush.

www.wombatforestcare.org.au
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

List your community group or local business with us.
Local circulation of over 600 digitally / print.
email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com
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Local Business Directory
BARBER:

Selena Barberina - The Mobile Barber

In need of a hair cut? Contact Selena Barberina, Glenlyon’s
mobile barber. Cuts for all genders, ages and abilities. To
schedule your next appointment contact Selena.

Contact: 0403613983

FIRE READY:

Get Fire Ready —

From small yards to bush blocks we’ll keep your property
safe, neat & compliant for this fire season. Fire breaks,
mulching, chainsawing, wood stacking and mowing.
Contact: 0411405957 info@fireready.com.au

ORCHARD:

Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard — Local farm fresh berries and
fruit. Orchard Gate sales by appointment.

Contact Mark at 0484 183 686 or via our website:
www.glenlyonblueberryorchard.com.au

WINERY:

Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space —
189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door,
regional platters and function space available for weddings,
commitment ceremonies and special occasions.

Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.
Contact: 0427 239 334 info@wombatforestwines.com

EV Charger Installations:

Air Sync Electrical - Call Charley on 0498 643 607
For all your EV charger installation needs.

Email: airsyncelectrical@gmail.com

website: airsyncelectrical.com.au

EXCAVATION SERVICES:

Finnings Excavations Pty Ltd— Owner operator, fully
insured, Free no obligation quote. Driveway maintenance &
rehabilitation, Dam building & maintenance . Gorse & weed
mulching, Laser level and site preparation, ponds, irrigation,
holes,Utility trenches & drainage. Landscaping, fencing.
Over 30 yrs experience.

Contact: Tony 0401 118 134 inningsexcavtions@gmail.com
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mailto:hire@glenlyon.vic.au
http://www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au/
http://www.wombatforestcare.org.au/
http://www.glenlyonblueberryorchard.com.au/
mailto:finningsexcavtions@gmail.com

LOCAL CONTACTS

Glenlyon Community Hall

Booking officer Charles Prebeg @
hire@glenlyon.vic.au / 0419506181

Friends of Glenlyon Dam
friendsofglenlyondam@gmail.com

Glenlyon Cemetery Trust

glenlyoncemetery@outlook.com
https://glenlyoncemetery.com.au
Glenlyon CFA

Russ Newton 0400 632 479
Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

Wombat Forestcare
Gayle Osborne 5348 7558

Glenlyon Pony Club

Sarah Klas 0438 583 176
glenlyonponyclub@hotmail.com

Glenlyon Progress Assoc
gpa@glenlyon.vic.au

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve
Chris Clare 0429 833 766

Glenlyon Sports Club
Evan Davis 5348 7737
0407 093 866
Glenlyon Ukulele Team
John Mathews 0458008022
Keith Fletcher 0402985007

Glenlyon Upper Loddon
Landcare Group
Adam Rowe 0406 535 169
glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com
www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au
Glenlyon Village Market
Sarah Clark 0419 516 793

Hepburn Seeds Savers
Brenna Fletcher 0427 223 999
riverseedfarm@gmail.com

Riding for the Disabled
Lesley Hewitt 0407 843 928
rdadaylesford@gmail.com

Useful Phone Numbers
Hepburn Shire: 5348 1633
VicRoads: 13 11 70

1800 226 226 during fire season

1800 668 511 to register your burn-off
BADGAR: 1300 223 427/ 5368 1501
Wildlife Victoria: 8400 7300

Manfred Zabinskas,

Five Freedoms Animal Rescue
0438 681 501
SES Flood and Storm 13 2500

Traffic Hazards
Bushfire Infoline

ESTA (VicFire)
Wildlife Rescue

Snake Removal

Council Meetings 2026

In 2026 Ordinary Meetings of Council will be held at the Council
Chamber at 24 Vincent Street, Daylesford. on the fourth Tuesday
of each month commencing at 6pm, and are open to the public.
The meetings will be recorded and live-streamed to Council's
YouTube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/@hepburnshirecouncil5931

The timetable and agenda will be placed on Council’s website,
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au

Glenlyon Community Hall Hire

The Glenlyon Community Hall is an accessible and welcoming space to
host your next group / community event, rehearsal space or private
function. With affordable rates and fees for locals and cultural groups
contact the booking officer:

Charles Prebeg 0419 506 181

Visit www.glenlyoncommunityhall.org.au

Glenlyon Recreation Reserve

The Glenlyon Recreation Reserve is an accessible and expansive reserve
offering facilities including BBQ’s, walking track, local clubs and camping.
For more information and bookings contact:

Chris Clare 0429 833 766
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SALE SALE SALE

I have multi-compartment desk in excellent condition that I
need to remove. In addition to a medium and a large drawer
it has a pull-out platform (on right) for writing or a keyboard.
It's available for a very reasonable $50 to someone local if
they come and get it. I'm located one km from Glenlyon.

Please contact Chris by SMS at 0418330638 or email:
twofelix2@bigpond.com

SALE SALE SALE

We are proud to bring you another edition of The Glenlyon
District News, a community information publication
under the auspices of the Glenlyon Progress Association.
The GDN remains editorially independent of the GPA and
the views expressed do not reflect the GPA.

Letters to the Editor and contributions are encouraged.

We continue to welcome suggestions and ideas from
you.

Contact the editor;

10

D ———————
COMMUNITY CALL OUT

Having a worker bee day? Need some assistance?
Looking to connect? Contact the GDN to list your
community call out. glenlyonnews@gmail.com /
0475 005 545

ADVERTISE WITH US

500+ Digital Circulation
Affordable and Effective
Events / Businesses / For Sale

Contact:
Ryan Kennedy glenlyonnews@gmail.com
email: glenlyonnews@gmail.com 0475005545
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Glenlyon Community Hall

*** This page’s content has been provided by the Glenlyon Progress Association***
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	Students Dig In for Schools Tree Day Success
	Students from St Michael’s Primary School rolled up their sleeves and got their hands dirty as part of Schools Tree Day, joining volunteers from Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare to help enhance local biodiversity through revegetation works at the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve and Biolink.


	The planting day, held on Friday 24 July, saw enthusiastic students working alongside Landcare volunteers to plant 80 native trees, shrubs and grasses across four locations within the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve. The activity formed part of Australia’s annual Schools Tree Day initiative, which encourages young people to connect with nature and take positive action for the environment. Schools Tree Day is part of the broader National Tree Day program, Australia’s largest community tree-planting and nature care initiative.
	Students from Years 4, 5 and 6 embraced the opportunity to learn about native plants, revegetation and the important role that healthy habitats play in supporting local wildlife. Their efforts will contribute to strengthening habitat connections within the reserve and biolink, helping create greener and more resilient landscapes for future generations. The event provided a hands-on learning experience, giving students the chance to see environmental stewardship in action while contributing directly to a local conservation project. Volunteers were impressed by the students’ enthusiasm, teamwork and willingness to get involved throughout the morning.
	Among those particularly impressed was Margret Lockwood, who taught at the local school for 20 years and has a long connection with the Glenlyon community. Margret said the day was a reminder of the positive work young people are doing for their future, and she was particularly struck by the students' attitude and genuine interest in their community. “Special thanks to the GULLG members who put in the extra effort in preparation, making it a successful day. The day was a reminder for me of the great work this generation is doing now for their future.
	“I was most impressed by the polite manner in which the students conducted themselves, their enthusiasm and genuine interest in bettering their community.”
	For Margaret, seeing the students working so enthusiastically on the project was a particularly rewarding experience after her many years as a local teacher.
	A spokesperson for Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare said the day was both enjoyable and highly successful.
	“It was wonderful to see so many enthusiastic students learning about native plants and revegetation while making a tangible contribution to the local environment. Their energy and commitment made the day a great success.”
	Schools Tree Day events across the country encourage young people to develop a stronger connection with nature while supporting community-led environmental projects. By taking part, students gain valuable knowledge about habitat restoration and environmental sustainability while helping improve local landscapes. Schools Tree Day is designed to strengthen community connections, support biodiversity and encourage environmental stewardship through hands-on activities.
	With 80 new plants now in the ground, the Glenlyon Recreation Reserve and Biolink are set to benefit from a greener future, thanks to the efforts of St Michael’s students and the dedicated volunteers of Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare.
	Glenlyon Community Hall needs a community behind it
	external hire while keeping local access affordable. A new hall-hire pricing structure offers significantly discounted packages to locals, while higher rates apply to users from outside the area. The aim is to attract additional commercial and private hire from beyond Glenlyon, generating income to help offset the costs of maintaining the asset while keeping the hall affordable for local users.
	The hall is only one part of the GPA's role. The association also exists to foster community connections and support activities that bring people together. The AGM heard updates from Glenlyon Community Cinema, the CFA, Mixed Sports Day and Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group. GULLG reported on a successful tree planting day involving Years 4, 5 and 6 students from St Michael’s Primary School in Daylesford (see article on pg. 2). The students enthusiastically got stuck into the work and were praised for their delightful manner and hard yakka. The group has also applied for funding to assist with weed control. The Mixed Sports Day committee will hold its Annual General Meeting, while the GPA continues to support activities at the hall. The GPA is also supporting the Glenlyon Fire Brigade, with profits from the upcoming August dinner to be shared with the brigade. President Krystyna Croft used her report to acknowledge the work of the committee and highlight the quality of the hall and its growing role as a community hub.
	Finding the right balance -  One of the more interesting developments over the past year has been the GPA's approach to its own events program. The association has slightly reduced the number of events it runs, making the remaining activities more seasonal and varied. So far, that seems to be paying off. Turnouts have improved, new volunteers have appeared and there is now a growing appetite in the community for more events. That creates both an opportunity and a challenge. The success of community dinners and other activities demonstrates that people want to use the hall and come together. But the AGM also highlighted that simply turning up is not the same as taking responsibility.
	A community asset needs a community- This is where the AGM left its biggest question. There are simply not enough people currently involved in the organisation. Krystyna Croft was elected President, with Greg Mesingham continuing as Secretary. Lyn Jenkins and Charles Prebeg will continue as ordinary members. But the positions of Vice President and Treasurer remain vacant. The committee is also operating with a relatively small number of people carrying much of the workload.
	Keeping Local News Local
	The Glenlyon District News welcomes contributions from across our  district. We love publishing stories that reflect life in our region, including farming updates, gardening tips, local history, community profiles, photographs, and celebrations such as achievements, awards, and special milestones.

	Glenlyon District News No 294 Aug 2026
	Rainfall Outlook The seasonal outlook suggests the Central Highlands should continue to receive regular winter fronts through August before conditions gradually become more variable into spring. Forecast models indicate rainfall is likely to remain around average for the remainder of winter, with cold outbreaks still capable of delivering useful follow-up falls. While spring often brings longer breaks between rain events, current indications suggest soil moisture should remain favourable well into the growing season.
	The Promise of Spring

	Community Groups
	Glenlyon Progress Association
	The GPA is a volunteer based association that exists to promote the general welfare of Glenlyon and District by hosting a number of community happenings including monthly dinners, music, film and annual events at the Glenlyon Community Hall.
	For more information: Join the mailing list events@glenlyon.vic.au  Hall Hire: hire@glenlyon.vic.au

	Glenlyon Fire Brigade
	Your local volunteer fire brigade, located at 25 Barkly Street. Part of the Glenlyon Group in CFA District 15.
	Captain: Russ Newton 0400 632 479  Juniors: Jess Newton 0423 232 093

	Glenlyon Recreation Reserve
	Glenlyon Recreation Reserve Community Asset Committee maintaining and managing the Glenlyon Reserve. Contact the GRRCAC for reserve hire, camping and compliance.
	Ms Chris Clare: 0429 833 766 glenlyonrecreservesecretary@gmail.com

	Glenlyon Sports Club
	A volunteer based club hosting the nation's longest running mixed sports day on New Year's Day at the Glenlyon Reserve. The annual event consists of an array of quirky sporting events and competitions, including woodchopping, mineral water drinking, and much more. All proceeds raised go to Daylesford and surrounding district hospitals, charities and youth groups.
	Evan Davis: H 5348 7737 / M 0407 093 866  glenlyonsportsclub@gmail.com

	Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group
	Volunteers working together to protect our rich biodiversity, our natural assets and educate our local community. Our purpose is to run a range of activities that have a community capacity-building and environmental focus, and to maintain, protect and enhance the natural assets in our region. For more information and to volunteer visit our website: www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au
	Adam Rowe 0406 535 169   glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com

	Wombat Forestcare
	Wombat Forestcare is a community group dedicated to protecting and enhancing the Wombat Forest and surrounding areas. With a strong focus on community involvement and education, and includes undertaking flora and fauna surveys. We also enjoy the social aspect of a forest group, with picnics and bushwalks for people who love being in the bush.
	www.wombatforestcare.org.au Gayle Osborne 5348 7558
	List your community group or local business with us. Local circulation of over 600 digitally / print.  email - glenlyonnews@gmail.com


	Local Business Directory
	BARBER:  Selena Barberina - The Mobile Barber In need of a hair cut? Contact Selena Barberina, Glenlyon’s mobile barber. Cuts for all genders, ages and abilities. To schedule your next appointment contact Selena.  Contact:  0403613983
	FIRE READY:  Get Fire Ready – From small yards to bush blocks we’ll keep your property safe, neat & compliant for this fire season. Fire breaks, mulching, chainsawing, wood stacking and mowing.  Contact:  0411405957                   info@fireready.com.au
	ORCHARD:  Glenlyon Blueberry Orchard  – Local farm fresh berries and fruit. Orchard Gate sales by appointment.  Contact Mark at 0484 183 686 or via our website: www.glenlyonblueberryorchard.com.au
	WINERY:  Wombat Forest Vineyard and The Burrow Event Space – 189 Springhill Road, Denver. Established 1997. Cellar door,  regional platters and function space available for weddings,  commitment ceremonies and special occasions.  Open weekends, public holidays or by appointment.  Contact: 0427 239 334           info@wombatforestwines.com
	EV Charger Installations:  Air Sync Electrical   -  Call Charley on 0498 643 607 For all your EV charger installation needs.  Email: airsyncelectrical@gmail.com website: airsyncelectrical.com.au
	EXCAVATION SERVICES:  Finnings Excavations Pty Ltd– Owner operator, fully insured, Free no obligation quote. Driveway maintenance & rehabilitation, Dam building & maintenance . Gorse & weed mulching, Laser level and site preparation, ponds, irrigation, holes,Utility trenches & drainage. Landscaping, fencing. Over 30 yrs experience.  Contact: Tony 0401 118 134 inningsexcavtions@gmail.com

	LOCAL  CONTACTS
	Glenlyon Community Hall
	Glenlyon Sports Club Evan Davis 5348 7737  0407 093 866
	Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group  Adam Rowe 0406 535 169 glenlyonlandcare@outlook.com www.glenlyonlandcare.org.au  Glenlyon Village Market Sarah Clark  0419 516 793
	https://glenlyoncemetery.com.au
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	Traffic Hazards
	Bushfire Infoline  ESTA (VicFire)  Wildlife Rescue
	Glenlyon Recreation Reserve  Chris Clare 0429 833 766
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